
CABMW RECOMMENDATIONS for the   2/12  Wildlife Commission Meeting

                (Month/year)

Eureka County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife meeting results

Submitted by Chairman Jim Evans via: Eureka County Natural Resources Dept.                                         
To the Wildlife Commission, c/o Executive Assistant to Director Suzanne Scourby, sscourby@ndow.org
Board members present: Chairman Jim Evans, Chris Torres,  and Chad Bliss
Others present: Raymond Hodson Ken Gray, Jeff Peterson, Mike Podborny, Jake Tibbitts, and Kathy Porter
Action Item: 7 License Appeal Hearing - Reynaldo Martinez – Chief of Game Rob Buonamici   For Possible Action 
Mr. Martinez is appealing revocation of his license privileges. 

Recommendation

In Support _____    In Opposition_______ No Recommendation 
Action Item:10 Request for Antelope from the Yakama Nation in Washington State – Wildlife Staff Specialist Mike Cox – For Possible Action
The Commission will be asked to approve a request from the Yakama Nation for up to 100 antelope for release on tribal lands in Washington State.

Recommendation

In Support __X___    In Opposition_______

Mr. Bliss moved to support the requests for Antelope for release on tribal lands in Washington State and Desert Bighorn Sheep for release in Utah (Item 11) because Nevada has also benefitted from these agreements and should reciprocate if wildlife numbers are sufficient.  Mr. Torres seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
Action Item 11: Request for Desert Bighorn Sheep from the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources –Wildlife Staff Specialist Mike Cox – For Possible  Action
The Commission will be asked to approve a request from the State of Utah for desert bighorn sheep for release in Utah.

Recommendation

In Support ___X__    In Opposition_______
Regulations – Adoption – For Possible Action – Public Comment Allowed

Action Item: 16A  Commission General Regulation Number 396, LCB File No. R051 – 11, Internet Contingency – Program Officer III Maureen Hullinger – For Possible Action 
The Commission may adopt permanent regulations relating to authorizing the Director of the Department of Wildlife to extend the period for applying for a tag or bonus point under certain circumstances; and providing other matters related thereto. Note: See support material under agenda item #8 A.
Recommendation

In Support __X___    In Opposition_______

Mr. Torres moved to support the regulation to extend the period of applying for a tag or bonus point under certain circumstances.  Mr. Bliss seconded, motion carried unanimously.
Action Item: 16B Commission General Regulation 402, LCB File No. R055 - 11, Bighorn Sheep and Swan Changes to NAC 502.345 –Game Division Chief Gilbertson and Wildlife Staff Specialist Mike Cox – For Possible Action
The Commission will consider and may take action to adopt proposed changes to provisions pertaining to miscellaneous requirements related to bighorn sheep hunting including elimination of mandatory indoctrination requirements, elimination of mandatory possession of certain optics while hunting bighorn sheep, plugging of skull/horns of harvested bighorn sheep, removing or altering the seal, plug or branded identification number once permanently attached, elimination of provision to notify the Department upon transfer of ownership of a bighorn skull, and changes to swan permit eligibility to allow youth and senior hunter access to permits consistent with state and federal waterfowl/migratory license and stamp requirements. Note: See support material under agenda item #8 B.
Recommendation

In Support __X___    In Opposition_____  Supported all provisions EXCEPT indoctrination changes
Mr. Bliss commented that the indoctrination requirements are very educational and if the mandatory indoctrination requirements are removed Mr. Bliss recommends giving an incentive to tag holders to promote continued attendance.  Mr. Torres further recommended that the course be made available through the internet to make the course more accessible.  Ken Gray reported that attendance in the indoctrination is large and they still expect continued attendance.  
Mr. Bliss moved to support the removing of mandatory certain optics while hunting big horn sheep and changes to swan permit eligibility but not support the removal of the indoctrination requirements and to pursue other options as discussed.  Mr. Torres seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
Action Item: 16C Commission General Regulation 403, LCB File No. R078 - 11, Unit Boundary Description Changes to NAC 504.210 – Game Division Chief Gilbertson – For Possible Action
The Commission will consider and may take action to adopt proposed changes to wildlife management area and unit descriptions. Note: See support material under agenda item #8 C. 

Recommendation

In Support __X___    In Opposition_______ *with exception (below)
Mr. Bliss moved to support the boundary changes to areas 14 and Garcia Flat road with no recommendation to areas that affect other counties and areas outside of Eureka County interest.  Mr. Torres seconded, motion carried unanimously.  
Action Item: 16D Commission General Regulation 404, LCB File. No. R091 – 11, Radio Telemetry and Satellite Transmitter Regulations – Wildlife Staff Specialist Tony Wasley – For Possible Action
The Commission will be asked to adopt an amendment to Chapter 503 of NAC prohibiting the use of an electronic receiving device to locate wildlife fitted with an electronic transmitting device while hunting, requiring notification of the Department when a radio-marked animal with a transmitting device is harvested, coordinate the return of the transmitting device to the Department, and prohibiting the destruction of such a transmitting device except by qualified Department personnel and other matters properly relating thereto. Note: See support material under agenda item #8 D. 

Recommendation

In Support __X___    In Opposition_______

Mr. Torres moved to support the radio telemetry and satellite transmitter regulations.  Mr. Bliss seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
Action Item: 17 Commission Regulation 12 – 1, Black Bear Season – Game Division Chief Gilbertson – For Possible Action
The Commission may adopt regulations for the 2012 black bear season including open areas/units, dates, legal weapons, hours, and specific regulations for the hunting of black bears including proposed indoctrination provisions.

Recommendation

In Support __X___    In Opposition_______

Mr. Raymond Hodson, Eureka County citizen, commented that he did not run into to protestors while he was hunting bear during the previous hunt and that his group already avoided the Tahoe Basin because of potential conflicts.  He also stated that they talked to many residents of the area and every person they talked to  was supportive of the hunt.  Mr. Bliss moved to accept the new season changes.  Mr. Torres seconded, motion carried unanimously.  

Action Item: 18_ Commission Regulation 11 – 03, Amendment #1, Big Game Seasons - Wildlife Staff Specialists Mike Cox and Tony Wasley – For Possible Action

The Commission may adopt amendments to recommended changes to big game season dates and bighorn sheep indoctrination provisions.

Recommendations:

· Antelope seasons: Mr. Bliss moved to accept all Antelope Season dates as written.  Mr. Torres seconded, motion carried unanimously. 

· Elk seasons: Based on much discussion, Mr. Torres moved to support elk season dates with exceptions to early hunt 4151 and 4251 and that these early hunts be changed to be only in 162 and only south of Dobbin Summit Road.  The reasoning for this is that the original intent of this hunt was for the experience on Table Mountain and should stay aligned with the original intent.  Mr. Bliss seconded the motion, motion carried unanimously. 
Additional concerns and recommendations on the elk hunts are as follows:

· Mr. Bliss engaged the board in discussion regarding a recommendation to the Commission that there be no late season cow elk hunts due to complaints that he had heard from hunters, primarily children and women, finding 4 month old calves when field dressing the cow.  Mr. Torres commented that he heard similar complaints.  Mr. Bliss further recommended increasing tags on early seasons hunts to avoid killing pregnant cows.   Mr. Podborny and Mr. Gray explained the late season hunts were established to keep different seasons from over-lapping and reduction of hunter conflict.  Mr. Bliss’ concern is with youth and women hunters being turned away from hunting because of finding unborn calves inside pregnant cows.  He felt that there should be promotion of hunting for youth and not incorporating hunts that may result in experiences that turn hunters away.  
· Mr. Bliss further recommended that language should be drafted to rotate early hunts through rifle, muzzleloader etc. and then rotate early hunts through various areas to preserve genetics in areas where there are fewer trophy elk and to create more sportsman trophy hunting opportunities.  
· Bighorn sheep seasons: Mr. Torres moved to support all bighorn sheep season dates as written.  Mr. Bliss seconded, motion carried unanimously. 

· Mountain goat seasons: Mr. Torres moved to support all goats season dates as written.  Mr. Evans seconded, motion carried. 2-1 

· Mule deer seasons: 

· Mr. Bliss moved to support all resident junior mule deer seasons as written.  Mr. Torres seconded, motion carried unanimously. 

· Mr. Torres moved to support all mule deer season dates.  Mr. Bliss began discussion on hunt 1181 antlerless.  Mr. Bliss questioned the killing of deer instead of transporting and collaring those deer to locations where herds are struggling such as area 14.  Mr. Gray replied they are trying to moderate growth of the herds there not reduce the herd.  Discussion ensued as to herd struggles related to predators or habitat constraints.  Mr. Bliss cannot support the deer kills and would like to see, in these situations, these deer being transported to areas where the herds are struggling where it doesn’t seem like habitat is the primary issue such as area 14.  After much discussion is was agreed by the group that contributing factors to small herds are pinyon- juniper encroachment, unmanaged wild horse herds, predators, habitat and a depleting water supply primarily through water developments being in disrepair or dry altogether.  Chairman Evans suggested that the board make no recommendation on hunt 1181 due to the outstanding concerns and discussion that was had.  Mr. Torres amended his motion to support all season dates except 1181 as reasons given in discussion.  Mr. Bliss seconded, motion carried unanimously. 

Action Item:19 Commission Regulation 11 – 06, Amendment #2, 2012 Wildlife Heritage, Silver State, and Partnership in Wildlife Tags - Program Officer III Maureen Hullinger – For Possible Action. 
The Commission may adopt an amendment to annual regulation regarding the 2012 Silver State Tag species and seasons by adding a Nelson Bighorn Sheep tag and other matters related thereto.

Recommendation

In Support ___X__    In Opposition_______

Mr. Bliss moved to support the amendment to annual regulation regarding the 2012 Silver State.  Mr. Torres seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
Action Item; 20 Commission Regulation 07 – 07, Amendment #9, Overton-Key Pittman Hunter Reservation System – Chief of Habitat Elmer Bull – For Possible Action 

The Commission may adopt an amendment to a portion of Commission Regulation 07-07 to address issues of concern related to the current method of awarding dove hunt reservations at the Overton Wildlife Management Area.
Recommendation

In Support __X___    In Opposition_______ 
Mr. Evans moved to support the adoption of amendment #9, regulation 07-07.  Mr. Bliss seconded, motion carried unanimously.
Action Item:21 Commission Regulation 12 – 03, 2013 Heritage Tag Regulation – Program Officer III Maureen Hullinger – For Possible Action 
The Commission may adopt annual regulation relating to the 2013 Heritage Tags, species, seasons, unit groups and other matters related thereto.
Recommendation

In Support __X___    In Opposition_______

Mr. Bliss moved to support the regulation 12-03, 2013 heritage tag regulation.  Mr. Torres seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
Action Item:22 Commission Regulation 12 - 04, 2012 Dream Tag Regulation – Program Officer III Maureen Hullinger – For Possible Action 
The Commission may adopt annual regulation relating to Dream Tag seasons, unit groups, legal weapons, hunting hours and other matters related thereto.
Recommendation

In Support _____    In Opposition __X_____

Mr. Bliss moved to oppose the Dream Tag regulation.  Eureka County has consistently opposed the Dream Tag from the beginning and does not agree with the Dream Tag regulation, or any program that by-passes the County Advisory Board process through the Commission to the Department.  Until this regulation is brought before all County Advisory Boards for their input from the beginning, Eureka County will not support.  The board discussed that the Silver State Tag went through a long and tortured process and followed the right procedure and should be the model for how the Dream Tag should be incorporated.  Mr. Evans seconded, motion carried unanimously.

 Heritage Program Update – Deputy Director Cates – For Possible Action

Action Item:  23- Heritage Program  
Recommendation

In Support _____    In Opposition_______ No Recommendation 
Action Item: 24 Trapping Regulation Committee Report – Commissioner McNinch – Action 

Commissioner McNinch will report on the substance of the committee meeting held yesterday, Feb. 3, 2012, in Las Vegas, to obtain public comment on a draft regulation governing the trapping of furbearing mammals in residential areas of a county whose population is 100,000 or more per the 2011 Legislative Session requiring the Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners to adopt regulations by December 31, 2012. Based on the report of the Trapping Regulation Committee, the Commission shall consider revisions and additions to a draft regulation. 

Recommendation

In Support _____    In Opposition_______ No Recommendation
Based on not having any support material, the Eureka County CAB will provide recommendations at the time the draft regulation is available for CABs to review and provide input. 
Action Item: 26 Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioner’s Committee Assignments – Chairman McBeath – For Possible Action
The Chairman will designate and adjust committee assignments, including the creation of new committees, the consolidation of existing committees, and/or the elimination of existing committees, as necessary. The Commission will take action to approve the revised committees and committee assignments as proposed by the chairman. 

Recommendation

In Support _____    In Opposition_______ No Recommendation 
