Support Material for

CR 12-04 2012 Dream Tags


BACKGROUND                                                                                                            #22
The Dream Tag raffle has been a work-in-progress since 2007 and is the result of two legislative sessions.  The program involves the issuance of statewide tags via a raffle.  The main difference of the Dream Tag program from other statewide tag programs, such as the Heritage tag and Partnership in Wildlife, is that it involves the purchase the new Resource Enhancement Stamp (RES) and a raffle for the Dream Tags.  The basic premise of this program is much like Super Tag raffles in other states and many of the following guidelines follow those formats.
Whereas the Silver State Tags mimic the Heritage tags regarding seasons and unit closures, the intent of the Dream Tags, as testified at the legislature, is to mimic the Partnership in Wildlife tags regarding seasons and unit closures.  

Statute dictates the purpose of this regulation:

· These tags will be for resident and nonresidents.  
· The number and species for which a tag must be issued.  The requirement is one Dream Tag for each species that had 50 or more tags issued in the previous year.
· To participate in the raffle, the person must have a Resource Enhancement Stamp

· The funds from the raffle tickets would be held by a non-profit organization and must be used for the preservation, protection, management or restoration of game and its habitat.

· The regulation regarding the Resource Enhancement Stamp will be approved by the Department.

Initial Guidelines for Dream Tags Based on Legislative Intent
· The Dream Tag season is being recommended as the equivalent of a Partnership In Wildlife tag.   

· The sale of the Dream Tag raffle tickets would begin after the big game tag draw and end the following June after the results of the big game tag drawing.  To implement for 2012 there will be a shorter purchase period and will occur this spring.
· Residents and nonresidents can participate.
· A person must have a Resource Enhancement Stamp in their name to be able to have raffles tickets in their name.  This allows friends and family to purchase.

· An unlimited number of raffle tickets can be purchased for a species.

· Eligibility restrictions would not apply.  Those clients currently in waiting periods would be eligible to apply for Dream Tags. 

· The fee for the Resource Enhancement stamp is $10.  The fee for a raffle ticket is $5.  
· The recipient of a Dream Tag would need to turn in a tag received in the big game tag draw if it is for the same species of the Dream Tag.  There will be a refund for the tag returned and bonus points and eligibility will be reinstated.
· Dream Tags do not participate in the bonus point program as this is a raffle outside of the Department. 
· Bonus points will not revert to zero on the same species if a Silver State Tag is obtained.

· Purchase of the raffle tickets will be online only.  The person will receive a confirmation receipt no physical tickets will be mailed.
· The first year the Resource Enhancement Stamp will only be sold online at the Department’s Consumer site www.ndowlicensing.com, NDOW offices and the website where the raffle tickets can be purchased.

· Participants will be notified electronically of the results of the raffle.
· The person awarded a Dream Tag must meet the Department’s requirements for a tag.  For example hunter safety, 12 or older, etc.  
Language Explanations
The intent behind the legislation was to provide the same season and unit closures as Partnership In Wildlife.  That is what is presented in the season table.

Remember – the species and the quota are dictated by statute and cannot be changed in this venue.  
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