



The Sportsmen’s BLM Backcountry Solution
For too long the debate over public lands management has been framed as a choice between two opposites: high-intensity development or wilderness preservation. The majority of our public lands are not appropriate for either, yet a successful alternative designation that conserves Bureau of Land Management administered backcountry habitat – while also enjoying widespread support from both the sportsmen’s community and citizenry at large – does not exist. Consequently, the current system of land management is leaving valuable fish and wildlife habitat vulnerable to poorly planned development and is causing widespread frustration. 
Much of the reason sportsmen continue to experience high-quality hunting and fishing on public lands is because of backcountry lands administered by the BLM. Unfragmented backcountry areas offer key habitat for numerous fish and wildlife species, including those enjoyed by the public such as wild trout and salmon, upland game, mule deer, elk, pronghorn and wild sheep. These lands also contribute to America’s $821 billion outdoor recreation-based economy. Despite their importance, however, these places and the resources they sustain are facing mounting development pressures across the West.  
Sportsmen want to see a middle-ground conservation designation that conserves unfragmented fish and wildlife habitat and hunting and fishing while allowing reasonable exceptions that benefit our pastimes and the American public. Such a designation also will ensure that the BLM is meeting its obligation under Executive Order 13443, Facilitation of Hunting Heritage and Wildlife Conservation.

The undersigned sporting organizations request that the U.S. Department of the Interior establish a multiple-use designation that conserves backcountry BLM lands with high-quality fish and wildlife habitat and hunting and fishing opportunities. This designation should be applied through local BLM land use planning processes to conserve lands and should integrate input from affected stakeholders, including hunters and anglers.
This designation should incorporate the following management principles:

· This designation will conserve specific, unfragmented BLM backcountry areas with high-quality fish and wildlife habitat and/or significant sporting opportunities. 

· Designated areas will remain open to public hunting, fishing and trapping and state fish and wildlife agencies will retain management authority over fish and wildlife populations.

· This designation will safeguard existing motorized routes that are important for sportsmen to access backcountry areas for hunting and fishing.  

· The construction of new roads, motorized trails and linear disturbances within designated backcountry areas will be restricted to safeguard unfragmented habitat.
· Vegetation and water projects that improve fish and wildlife habitat, control noxious weeds and reduce the risk of wildfire be allowed – including prescribed burning and the installation and maintenance of water guzzlers. 

· Chainsaws, game carts, helicopters and mechanical devices will be allowed within designated areas.

· Vegetation management without conservation purposes, utility corridors and surface occupancy associated with energy development will be prohibited within designated areas.
· This designation will not affect valid existing rights, public lands grazing allotments or the ability of ranchers to maintain agriculture improvements.


