High Altitude Upland Game

By Martin Olson

air is thin and peaks rise over 10, 000 feet? This is exactly what you'll have to do if you wal
any chance of harvesting an exotic Himalayan Snowcock.
Th@ﬁzyan snow_gpck is a large grouse-sized bird native to central Asia. It was first

mtroduce vada in |"'°'196§ when the Nevada Department of Wlldlrf *.JN DOW) released
kTsfan into the Ruby Mountains. From 1965 te 1979, the Department relea%‘eq'
! a total of 2,025 Himalayan Snowcock into the wrlﬁ‘ The
first open hunting seasork/vas held in 1980 wrthan initial
bag and possession ||mMQ$ngle h‘rrd T-hht-.has since
_increased to twos The very“ﬁrst-huntrng season Was
limited to just nine days laut'has since grown to 90 dayqn
due to the difficult terrain, and extreme challenges Ihaf
the snowcogk | hunters face ¢
- In N'é‘/adgﬁg_hé‘Hrmalayé 'r!glf is found only. af'

nsinthe R m&ms-gaw«.se
owcock lives at elexatlo
ndisfo d of steep, barre hrllsrdes ]
‘ wn'h.rgh a adﬂg&s ey fly down
in the. mermrfg 'and feed upthon seeds, grasses,
and insects as the day progresses The rough terrain in which these birds are found makes
success difficult for the upland game hunter. Even bird watchers find spotting one of these
elusive birds from a distance a rare feat.

In order to help track hunter participation and their success rates, NDOW established a
free-use hunt permit system in 1997. Prior to hunting snowcock, a person must first obtain a
free-use permit from the wildlife department. The permit is free and does not affect bag or
possession limits. Included on the permit is a questionnaire the hunter uses to report his activities
and document bird sightings while in the field. At season’s end, the completed questionnaire
must be returned to the department. You can obtain the free-use permit questionnaire at regional
offices and some field offices.

“We have a pretty limited opportunity to observe snowcoks, so this permit- questionnaire
can provide us with important information about the bird’s locations, broods, and even the
birds themselves,” said Tony Wasley, biologist for NDOW.

BECOME AVOLUNTEER

The Nevada Department of Wildlife is always looking
for volunteers. Wildlife volunteers are involved in
projects such as fish stocking, fish sampling, nesting
surveys, check station assistance, angler education,

"-n.ﬂ

hunter education, data entry, and office assistance.
For more information or to register as a volunteer,
go to the NDOW website at www.ndow.org




