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FIGURE 7.  Native paintbrush, onion (Allium) and lupine (Lupinus) recovery  
within serviceberry burn, Charleston Fire, Elko Co., 2007. 

 
This is not the case in other portions of the Elko District.  Many areas are experiencing trespass 
livestock grazing issues in burned areas that have been closed for rehabilitation purposes.  
Other burns are experiencing permitted livestock grazing use levels that are not conducive to 
the long-term health and rehabilitation of native ecosystems.  The Sadler-Brown burn, for 
example, in the Dumps Spring area is quickly losing its ecological capital and its natural ability 
to fend off the invasion of cheatgrass and Scotch thistle (Figure 8).   
 
Follow-up monitoring of Wyoming big sage, mountain big sage, and bitterbrush seedling 
planting will be accomplished in spring 2008.  The use of volunteer help verses the use of 
professional crews will be compared. 
 
Conclusions and Recommendations 
If fires continue to consume native ecosystems at the rate they have been for the last three 
years, the Wildlife Diversity Division will need to accelerate efforts to secure funding and labor 
allocated to the rehabilitation and post-fire monitoring of these ecosystems. 
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FIGURE 8  Monitoring post-fire management in the recent Sadler-Brown burn, trespass 
livestock and invasion of cheatgrass and noxious weeds (Scotch Thistle), Elko Co, 2007. 

 
Quaking Aspen Restoration in Nevada 
From a distance, much of the mountain country in the Great Basin seems devoid of forest 
canopy.  Traveling deeper and higher into Nevada’s backcountry however well-watered 
canyons, isolated springs and north-facing slopes begin to reveal a wide variety of tree species.  
Perhaps most emblematic of the West’s forested riparian habitats is the quaking aspen 
(Populus tremuloides).   Relicts of a wetter and colder Pleistocene Epoch, aspen forests 
managed to maintain a niche in only the wettest corners of Nevada’s cold desert.  As the 
climate dried, reproduction through seed (sexual reproduction) was no longer possible. As a 
result, for thousands of years aspen reproduced almost exclusively through regeneration from 
their root networks (one form of asexual reproduction).   
 
Among the richest habitats in Nevada, aspen provides food, water and shelter for an impressive 
255 species of wildlife during various times of the year (180 birds, 55 mammals, 15 reptiles and 
five amphibians).  Unfortunately, scientists who study aspen communities in the west have 
confirmed that Nevada is losing its aspen habitat at an alarming rate.  Even more disturbing, 
these aspen communities are, by their very nature, small and fragmented.  Thus, further loss 
and/or fragmentation of this habitat type will certainly lead to losses of wildlife diversity and 
abundance. 
 
Aspen stands are lost when the old trees have come to the end of their normal life cycles and 
there is no young regeneration to replace them.  The primary cause of aspen stand loss in 
Nevada is overuse by livestock (Kay 2001; 2002).  And, without adequate staffing levels to 
monitor use and effect, annual losses and/or degradation of aspen and other riparian and 
upland wildlife habitats continues to be a challenge. 
 
As an interim protection measure for aspen stands on the brink of extirpation, an effort is being 
waged to bridge the aspen regeneration gap.  Crews from public, private and nonprofit 
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organizations are working to target at-risk aspen stands for emergency closure.  Such closures 
are temporary in nature and designed to exclude livestock grazing while allowing egress for 
wildlife until such time that domestic livestock grazing pressures are reduced to levels which the 
land can sustain.  Preliminary monitoring of these pilot projects have documented American 
kestrel, northern flicker, Lewis’ woodpecker, greater sage-grouse, bushtit and lazuli bunting use.  
Fresh mule deer and Rocky Mountain elk sign illustrates where animals have entered and 
exited exclosures.  Given time, these headwater streams may once again sustain spawning and 
egg laying habitat for native fish, frogs and toads (Figure 9). 
 

 
 

FIGURE 9.  Quaking aspen exclosure near Stag Mountain, Elko Co, June 2005. 
 
 
Restoring Quaking Aspen in the Jarbidge, Stag, White Rock, Ruby and Independence 
Mountain Ranges of Elko County, Nevada 
 
Introduction 
The Nevada Department of Wildlife, using State Wildlife Grant, Question 1 Bond Fund and 
Nevada General Fund monies is working with federal, state and private partners to restore 
aspen habitat degraded by long term livestock overgrazing and management practices.  Many 
isolated quaking aspen habitats, close to disappearing because of a lack of young regeneration 
that would normally replace decadent, old-age class trees, are being protected with heavy gage 
iron fences.  Volunteer groups and Americorps work parties have been directed to install these 
exclosures in several critical wildlife habitats.  Protecting and restoring native quaking aspen 
habitats will go a long way to restoring the populations of several canopy and cavity-nesting bird 
species -- Lewis’ woodpecker, mountain bluebird, and Swainson’s thrush, just to name a few. 
 
Methods 
Aspen exclosures are constructed of free-standing, burn-proof, iron pipe fencing.  Americorps 
crews were contracted in 2007 to install several quaking aspen exclosures in Elko, Eureka and 
Lander Counties over the next three years under the auspices of federal Fire Emergency 
Stabilization and Rehabilitation Plans.  On public lands, BLM and USFS personnel conduct the 
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necessary NEPA work.  NDOW personnel conduct all site location work, flagging, and assist 
work crews with logistics when necessary.  
 
NDOW personnel also conduct long-term wildlife and habitat monitoring at the sites and perform 
repairs on sites where livestock have managed to breach the exclosure.  To date, the latter is a 
rare occurrence, even in places where several hundred head are in the vicinity for several 
months (Figure 10).  
 
Results 
Four emergency quaking aspen exclosures were constructed in 2007.  Monitoring work was 
conducted at all sites and some minor repair work was accomplished at one site.  The North 
Fork Stud Creek site showed excellent quaking aspen, mountain alder, Lemmon’s willow and 
Nebraska sedge regeneration (Figure 11). 
 

 
 

FIGURE 10.  Fence line contrast in quaking aspen exclosure near Stag Mountain,  
Elko Co., September 2005. 
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FIGURE 11.  North Fork Stud Creek Emergency Quaking Aspen  
Protection Fence. Note mountain alder and Nebraska sedge regeneration  
in foreground and quaking aspen regeneration in middle ground, Elko Co.,  
June 2007. 

 
The North Fork Little Stud Creek Site, despite a 2006 range fire that had killed the last two adult 
trees, showed significant quaking aspen regeneration in 2007.  This site had fresh elk sign 
running through, pocket gophers churning up soil and northern flickers taking up residence in 
one of the aspen snags. 
 
Conclusions and Recommendations 
While the work is extremely labor-intensive and time-consuming (Figure 12), in areas where iron 
fencing has been deployed to save endangered quaking aspen stands, end results have proven 
worthwhile.  It will be years before the character and age-class of the aspen stands mature to 
the point where they provide canopy-nesting habitat for populations of Swainson’s thrush and 
many years before cavity-nesting habitat for Lewis’ woodpecker will be replaced.  However, the 
alternative of doing nothing could well result in permanent loss of forest canopy and 
acquiescence to a mountain brush community in these sites.  
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FIGURE 12.  South Fork Little Stud Creek Emergency Quaking Aspen Protection 
Fence, Nevada Conservation Corps [Americorps] contractors,  Elko Co, July 2007. 
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Black Rosy-Finch 
Overview 
A black rosy finch and gray-crowned rosy-finch communal winter night roost was afforded 
permanent protection in 2007 via the construction of a wildlife friendly gate.  Initial monitoring 
efforts detected winter night roosting following gate construction in December 2007. 
 
 
ELY REGION 
Contracts were established with both the USFS and the BLM to fence springs and aspen stands 
in eastern Nevada.  Springs and aspen habitats currently in the lowest quality rankings will have 
priority for the fencing.  Both contracts will conclude December 2009, and a write-up will be 
provided in the 2009 report. 
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HABITAT REVIEW SUMMARY 
The Nevada Department of Wildlife is responsible for the management of wildlife species in the 
State of Nevada.  The Wildlife Diversity Bureau provides inputs to various land management 
agencies on the potential impacts of proposed land uses on wildlife resources.  During the past 
year, land-use actions in Nevada were assessed relative to their affect on nongame wildlife. 
Comments were routed through the Nevada Department of Wildlife's Habitat Section and the 
State Clearinghouse. 
 
WINNEMUCCA REGION 
The following comments were provided: 
 
USFS Santa Rosa District Prescribed Burn and Mechanical Treatment 
Coordination occurred with the USFS on plan and mechanical treatments and monitoring of 
sagebrush habitats in the Santa Rosa that under went prescribed burns in 2005 and 2006. 
NDOW strongly recommended that the USFS treat any cheatgrass that has established in the 
burns with the herbicide Plateau.  Recommendations were to also monitor the survival rate of 
bitterbrush re-sprouts over the next several years.  If the survival rate is very low it was 
recommended the USFS plant bitterbrush seedlings using NDOW and the local high schools 
that are growing bitterbrush.  Input was also given to USFS on seed mix, reseeding efforts, and 
vegetation monitoring of the post treatment sites.   
 
Resource Management Plan Input for Winnemucca BLM District 
Input continues to be provided to the BLM Winnemucca District as a cooperating agency in the 
development of the alternative matrix for the Winnemucca BLM districted Resource 
Management Plan as a cooperating agency.   
 
FALLON REGION 
During 2007, the following input and comments were provided:  
 
Marlette-Hobart Water System Installation 
The construction of a portion of the new pipeline at Marlette Lake this summer was undertaken 
in close coordination with NDOW. The initial portion of the pipeline was installed in critical 
Mountain Beaver (Aplodontia rufa) habitat and required close coordination during all stages of 
construction in order to avoid large-scale negative impacts to soil, water and burrow systems. 
Progress meetings were attended and comments were provided to documents when solicited. 
On site meetings were also attended to point out certain critical habitat issues and to set riparian 
and water diversion boundaries. 
 
Shoener Environmental Inc. Wind Generation Exploration 
Personnel provided comments and locations on raptor nests or migration corridors and bat 
roosts in the area west of Hawthorne. 
 
Sierra Pacific Transmission Line, Tracy 
A new transmission line from Tracy and Silver Lake are planned and potential wildlife and 
habitat impacts were discussed with TRC Environmental Consultants.  
 
Paiute Natural Gas Expansion Project  
Plans are being made to modify existing natural gas facilities in an application to the Federal 
Regulatory Commission. Review was made of potential impacts to wildlife and their habitats in 
four counties. 
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Tahoe Regional Planning Agency (TRPA) 
Comments and recommendations were furnished to TRPA regarding new research and habitat 
requirements of the mountain beaver (Aplodontia rufa Californica) in the Tahoe Basin. 
 
Division of Environmental Protection (DEP), Bureau of Water Pollution Control 
The Truckee Meadows Water Authority and Wastewater management of Nevada submitted 
applications to DEP in order to change the method or amount of discharge water. Comments 
were provided on the potential impact to wildlife and their habitats. 
 
Carson Lake Water Management Coordination with US Fish and Wildlife 
Personnel attended meeting to discuss water management and water bird needs in the 
Lahontan Valley in coordination with Stillwater National Wildlife Refuge. Irrigation and drain 
water were discussed along with implementing measurement devices.   
 
ELKO REGION 
Grazing and Mining Projects/Actions on Public Lands 
Grazing Allotments 

1)  Mary’s River Basin Complex – Grazing monitoring, and Grazing AMP. 
2)  Conner’s Creek – Grazing monitoring. 
3)  Hank’s Creek - Grazing monitoring. 
4)  Stag Creek - Grazing monitoring. 
5)  Curtis Spring – Grazing monitoring during leking season. 
6)  Spruce Mountain – Grazing monitoring and Grazing TNR. 
7)  Sadler Brown – Grazing monitoring/ Noxious weed invasion. 
8)  25 Allotment – Fire Closure 
9)  Willow Creek – Fire Closure 
10)  Sansenenna – Fire Closure 
11)  Horseshoe – Fire Closure 
12)  Murphy – Fire Closure 
13)  West Fork – Fire Closure 
14)  West Basin – Fire Closure 
15)  Emigrant – Fire Closure 
16)  Hubbard/Vineyard – Grazing AMP. 
17)  Squaw Valley/ Tuscarora - Grazing AMP. 
18)  North Fork Group – Riparian Exclosures 
19)  Ruby Valley Complex – Grazing AMP. 
20)  Mtn City Ranger District - RMP 
  

Mining Projects 
1)  Bruffy Canyon - Oil/Gas 
2)  Leeville CEAEIS – Gold 
3)  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Development – Gravel 
4)  Phoenix Rehab – Gold 
5)  Big Springs EIS - Gold 
6)  Independence Exploration/Development – Gold 
7)  Yankee Mtn Exploration - Gold 
8)  Bald Mountain Development – Gold 
9)  Hollister Mine Rehab - Gold 
10)  Jerritt Canyon Exploration – Gold 
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11)  Ruby Hill Exploration – Gold 
12)  Big Springs Exploration – Gold 
13)  Big Ledge Mine – Gold 
14)  Lida Mines Rehab – Gold 
15)  Jarbidge Mine CESA - Gold 

 
Miscellaneous Projects/Actions on Public lands not related to Grazing or Mining 
Marathon Racing Inc 
Provided comments on temporal and spatial impacts to nesting raptors of racing cross country 
over public lands. 
 
Spruce Mountain Motorized Recreation Plan 
Provided road closure/habitat rehab candidates. 
 
China Mountain Wind Energy  
Provided comments on potential impacts to birds of prey, songbirds and bats. 
 
SNWA Pipeline 
Provided comments on wildlife impacts. 
 
SNWA Groundwater pumping 
Provided comments on wildlife impacts. 
 
Boyd Wetland IBA Conservation Easement 
Liaison with American Land Conservancy 
 
Goshute/Bluebell WSA 
Provided comments on wildlife impacts of scheduled offroad races on border of WSA. 
 
Ruby Front 
Provided comments on conservation easement. 
 
Dunphy Coal-fired Power Plant 
Procured baseline mercury (Hg) levels from wildlife in path of future power plant emissions. 
 
Sorenson Ranch 
Conservation Easement/Purchase 
 
Diamond Lake Land Speed Record Proposal 
Provided comments on wildlife impacts (snowy plover) of proposal 
 
Jarbidge Ranger District Fules Reduction Proposal 
Provided comments on wildlife impacts of proposal 
 
Ruby-Heliski 
Provided comments on wildlife impacts of operation. 
Redrock and Lahontan Audubon 
Provided article on wildlife mortalities in abandoned mine claim markers 
 
Independence Valley Geothermal Power Plant 
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Provided comments on impacts to greater sandhill crane and long-billed curlew resource 
 
Wood Hills Mystery Project 
Provided comments on wildlife resources in area  
 
Saval Haystack Conservation Easement/Purchase 
Tried to facilitate purchase of Saval/Haystack properties for northern river otter, greater sandhill 
crane, greater sage-grouse, pygmy rabbit and loggerhead shrike and Brewer’s sparrow 
conservation 
 
Raptor Electrocutions 
The Elko Region continues to lose large birds of prey at an alarming rate to power line 
electrocution mortalities.  Since the1980s, NDOW has attempted to work with power companies 
to reduce and/or eliminate these hazards.  However, retrofitting older power lines and replacing 
older lines/poles with new raptor-friendly devises has not always been a high priority for local 
power transmission companies.   
 
For the first time, in 2007, NDOW and USFWS Law Enforcement personnel met in the Elko 
Region to work towards accelerating the retrofitting process.  Several areas were identified as 
priority sites for immediate action.  The USFWS is now the lead agency and their Law 
Enforcement personnel are using the Bald and Golden Eagle Act and the International Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act to encourage companies to retrofit sooner than later.  In 2007, USFWS Law 
Enforcement personnel were successful in coordinating power line retrofit jobs in Elko, Carson 
City and Washoe Counties in Nevada and in Rogerson, southern Idaho, including contacts with 
Wells Rural Electric, Sierra Pacific and Idaho Power.  NDOW personnel continue to act in the 
role of site identification and site prioritization for retrofitting, collection of carcasses and in the 
transfer of eagle mortality evidence to the USFWS Law Enforcement Division in Reno and the 
Eagle Repository in Denver.  
 
ELY REGION 
Meetings were attended and input provided on the following topics: 
 
Little Bald Mountain Mine 
Comments were provided to Elko Habitat personnel as to the appropriate types of survey that 
needed to be conducted for the mining company to be able to expand their mining operations 
into a nearby historic underground abandoned complex. 
 
Wind Generation & SWIP Corridor 
Numerous meetings were attended and comments provided for proposed wind generation 
projects, which have been proposed for eight different locations within the BLM’s Ely District.  
NDOW is working with the BLM and project proponents to identify what bat and bird issues must 
be addressed. 
 
Coal Fired Power Plant Proposal for Steptoe Valley & SWIP corridor 
Attended numerous meetings and provided comments for two coal-fired power plants proposed 
in Steptoe Valley. 
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OHV Trail Proposals 
Support was provided on the proposed Lost Ox and Silver State OHV trails.  Numerous 
meetings on the topic were attended and NDOW personnel met with OHV proponents and the 
BLM on the subject several times.  
 
SNWA Ground-Water Pumping Project 
Support is continually provided addressing the groundwater pumping project that SNWA is 
undertaking in numerous valleys in eastern Nevada.  Numerous meetings were on this topic 
were attended as well, including the Biological Working Group meetings for the project. 
 
Steptoe-Schell Restoration Project 
Support was provided for a project The Nature Conservancy is undertaking, reportedly with 
NDOW, to describe and implement restoration projects within the Steptoe Valley and Schell 
Creek Range in eastern Nevada.  Six days of meetings were attended where potential research 
projects were identified and ranked as to their feasibility and likelihood of being completed.  The 
next phase of this effort will be peer-review of the restoration project proposals and to look for 
funding sources.  
 
Diamond Valley Land-Speed Record 
Comments were provided to the BLM on the proposed Diamond Valley Land Speed Record 
Environmental Assessment.  
 
BLM Resource Management Plan 
Comments were provided to the BLM for the Ely District Resource Management Plan multiple 
times.  
 
Nevada Natural Heritage Program 
NDOW personnel met with Heritage and other cooperators over multiple meetings to assist with 
the designation of Wetlands Conservation Priority Sites across Nevada. 
 
TONOPAH REGION 
Meetings were attended and input provided on the following topics: 
 
Round Mountain Gold Corporation Supplemental Scoping for EIS (BLM) 
Provided input on special status, sensitive species and migratory birds. 
 
Seabridge Gold Corporation Four Mile Basin Exploration Project (USFS) 
Provided input on nesting raptors, breeding birds, small mammals, reptiles and springsnails.   
 
Cordex Exploration Company Bolo Project (USFS) 
Provided input regarding nesting raptors, bats, small mammals and Railroad Valley springfish. 
 
Silver Quest Resources Corcoran Canyon Exploration Project (USFS) 
Provided comment regarding nesting raptors, sage grouse, and pygmy rabbits, 
 
Hamilton Environmental Truckee Geothermal Power Plant (Clearinghouse) 
Provided comment on nesting raptors, special status species, and commercial reptile 
collections.   
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Indian Valley Sage Grouse Habitat Enhancement Project (USFS) 
Notes of project support and development history were sent to Habitat Division. 
 
North Twin River Trailhead Project Scoping (USFS) 
Conducted an on site field tour with the Habitat Division and provided input regarding nesting 
raptors, migratory birds and reptiles. 
 
ORMAT Nevada Rock Hill Geothermal Project (BLM) 
Provided input regarding nesting raptors and resident wildlife species in the project area. 
 
WSA Road Rehabilitation Project for Eureka and Nye Counties (BLM) 
Personnel submitted supportive comments for the project for this habitat restoration. 
 
Montezuma Allotment Temporary Grazing Permit (BLM) 
Personnel submitted comments regarding lack of support for the permit issuance due to severe 
drought conditions. 
 
Montezuma Rangeland Health Assessment and EA (BLM) 
Provided input relative to the above documents.  Topics of concern included drought 
assessment, bat species and their habitats, water developments, permitted cattle numbers, and 
wild horses and burros. 
 
Escape Gold Incorporated Red Rock Mine Scoping (USFS) 
Provided input relative to project design, bats, nesting raptors, riparian and sagebrush habitats, 
small mammals, sage grouse and upland game birds. 
 
Town of Manhattan Improvements to Water System (Clearinghouse) 
Provided input regarding general support for the project with some concerns about bats and 
nesting birds. 
 
FONSI for Range 74 Target Complexes at NTTR (USAF) 
Provided comment relative to bats. 
 
Gold Summit Corporation Monte Cristo Exploration Project (BLM) 
Provided input relative to nesting raptors and abandoned PVC claim markers. 
 
LAS VEGAS REGION 
Meetings were attended and input provided on the following topics: 
 
Ely Resource Management Plan 
Final Plan completed and reviewed and southern Region personnel noted no major objections.   
 
Preliminary EA - Transportation Plan, ACEC’s and roads in NE portion of the Las Vegas BLM 
District. 
Alternative with least amount of roads recommended.  Recommended BLM continues with 
establishment of a baseline status of roads and closure should reflect only roads available at 
that point based on the publication of the Resource Management Plan.  Recommended 
avoiding of wash systems which are critical to desert wildlife.   
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Draft EIS 
Personnel assisted in evaluation of a multi-species habitat Conservation plan for Coyote 
Springs. 
 
Attended Spring Mountains Landscape Assessment Partners Meeting 
Meetings with the USFS and Entrix consulting group were attended to evaluate a landscape 
analysis assessment model developed for SMNRA.  Concern expressed with the subjective 
nature of the current model and Species Effect Matrices and usefulness for land managers as 
well as lack of species and associated predictive habitat maps. 
 
Clark County Desert Conservation Program and MSHCP 
Meetings were attended and associated correspondence including budgetary matters and 
discussion of tortoise disposition were addressed.     
 
EBI Project # 61071072 Verizon Wireless Communications Tower 
Provided comments relative to nearby raptors and bats and potential collisions with towers and 
measures to reduce collisions.   
 
Draft Proposed Virgin River Habitat and Conservation Recovery Program Document 
Substantive comments provided relative to lack of detailed management actions.  
 
Draft Wilderness Management Plan and Environmental Assessment for Big Rocks Wilderness, 
Mount Irish Wilderness and South Pahroc Wilderness 
Support offered for Alternative 1, which keep trails to a minimum, and allows for rehabilitation of 
illegal roads (existing and future) while encouraging environmental education and management 
of resources.   The EA in general lacked details regarding nongame wildlife, especially birds, 
small mammals and reptiles.  Desert tortoise, Gila monster and chuckwalla concerns were 
raised. 
 
Biological Work Group for Spring Valley Stipulation Agreement Relative to Anticipated Water 
Withdrawals 
Several meetings attended and draft documents developed with the ultimate goal of developing 
a monitoring plan at a select group of springs to assess the affects of anticipated water 
withdrawals in Spring Valley.   The Department continued to focus on the ‘best science and 
most appropriate species and parameters’ to measure to best access the impacts of water 
withdrawals in Spring Valley.    
 
Desert National Wildlife Refuge - Corn Creek Visitor Facilities Draft Environmental Assessment 
Concern expressed on expansion of the area for recreational use and impacts to nearby riparian 
nesting and resident wildlife.  Noted that Corn Creek is a critical area for resident and migratory 
wildlife including endangered species such as the southwestern willow flycatcher and yellow-
billed cuckoo.  Provided a comprehensive list of migratory birds and other wildlife that are 
known for the area.   
 
Toquop Energy Plant Project Environmental Impact Statement 
Gila monster records were provided along with the Gila monster protocol 
 
Desert National Wildlife Refuge Complex Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) 
Meetings were attended and comments provided and general concern was expressed regarding 
a lack of integration of Nevada’s Wildlife Action Plan.  Other general comments to the CCP 
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document identified a lack of information on nongame wildlife and more specifically, 
management of exotic grasses and fire, water and wetlands, and threatened, endangered and 
sensitive species.  For the Desert NWR, it was suggested that faunal inventory occur more 
frequently than every five years in order to accurately assess population trends.  Also, nocturnal 
and diurnal surveys for reptiles were suggested.  These data should be shared with NDOW.  
Species of concern included desert tortoise, Gila monster and Gilbert’s skink.  Reptile 
monitoring was recommended for Ash Meadows, Desert, Moapa and Pahranagat NWRs.  
Desert tortoise and Gila monster were added as biological resources of concern. 
 
Virgin River Conservation Partnership and HCP Development 
Regular monthly meetings were attended in an effort to develop the Habitat Conservation Plan 
for the Virgin River. Army Corps of Engineers completed a ‘Watershed Assessment’ of the 
Virgin River Floodplain.   
 
Table Mountain Wind Farm Power Generating Facility Wildlife Management Plan 
Personnel assisted the Bureau of Land Management, project proponent and contractors in 
finalizing the scope of work for pre and post construction surveys.   
 
Silver State OHV Trail Management Plan, Lincoln County Section 
Project proponent continues to work closely with the Department.  It was recommended to 
monitor trail impacts to biological resources and to increase education about OHV impacts to 
soil, vegetation and wildlife. 
 
Silver State Trails Environmental Assessment 
Concerns were expressed for protection of biological resources, riparian areas, sensitive natural 
areas, and private lands from trail development and/or expansion.  Concerns for the Sonoran 
mountain kingsnake were expressed.  Wildlife monitoring was recommended to assess trail 
effects to wildlife. 
 
Sloan Quarry Environmental Assessment 
Desert tortoise and other general reptile comments and maps were provided. 
Ivanpah Airport 
A species list for the proposed area was provided. 
 
Las Vegas Wash Management Plan 
General comment that the document was well done and fully described the historical situation of 
the Wash and recommend actions for wildlife management. Alternative reptile survey designs 
were suggested. 
 
Ursine Wildland Urban Interface Project 
Encourage control efforts outside the migratory bird breeding season and reseeding with natives 
(sagebrush and grasses).  Sonoran mountain kingsnake records were provided.  Pre- and post-
fire treatment reptile inventory and monitoring were recommended. 
 
Logandale Trail System Environmental Assessment 
Pointed out the lack of BLM management of the OHV use in the past.  Wildlife surveys were 
recommended to assess impacts of trail development.  OHV effects on all wildlife including 
desert tortoise, bats, phainopepla, burrowing owl and gila monster were discussed.  Correct 
desert tortoise habitat was identified in addition to the importance of Gila monster foraging 
habitat.  Increased law enforcement needs were recommended. 
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Reid Gardner Facility Pond and Landfill Expansion Project Environmental Assessment 
It was requested that indirect impacts to wildlife be addressed.  A Special Purpose Permit is 
necessary for desert tortoise removal activities. 
Transportation Plan for Selected ACECs Located in the Northeast Portion of Clark County 
Environmental Assessment 
The Alternative to close more routes and defragment more desert tortoise habitat was preferred.  
It was suggested to use barricades, rather than stickers, to close routes. 
 
Hell’s Half Acre OHV Trail (Rock Crawling) System Environmental Assessment 
Concerns about rock crawling effects on desert tortoise, Gila monster and chuckwalla were 
illustrated. 
 
Reconducting Electrical Transmission Lines Between Mean and Davis Substations 
Desert tortoise and Gila monster permitting issues were discussed. 
 
Coyote Springs Investments Environmental Impact Statement 
It was requested to add the Gila monster to the state protected species list.  The Gila monster 
protocol was provided.  The project proponent was asked to contribute to the Gila Monster 
Fund.  Increased law enforcement needs related to prohibiting pet desert tortoises; illegal 
collection of tortoises and Gila monsters and vandalism of tortoises needs to be addressed. 
 
Coyote Springs Investments Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan 
The Department’s involvement on the Technical Advisory Committee needs to be clarified.  The 
Gila monster protocol was provided.  The project proponent was asked to contribute to the Gila 
Monster Fund.  Increased law enforcement needs related to prohibiting pet desert tortoises, 
illegal collection of tortoises and Gila monsters and vandalism of tortoises needs to be 
addressed. 
 
Lincoln County Non-motorized Trail and Maintenance 
General reptile comments were provided. 
 
Biological Opinions were reviewed for the following projects: 
Navajo Transmission Project 
Implementation of actions proposed on Nellis AFB and the Small Arms Range 
Stirling Mountain to Northwest Transmission Line Project 
Proposed Expansion of Mesquite Community Pit 
Proposed Expansion of Material Site in Nye County 
Proposed Activities at the Device Assembly Facility, Nevada Test Site, Nye County 
 
Other documents reviewed and commented on: 
Cooper Mountain Met Towers (Boulevard Associates) SW of Nelson. 
Pahranagat Valley Biological Assessment for NRCS 
Clark County Prison (Apex Area) 
DEA for Reid Gardner Facility Pond and Landfill Expansion 
Species Information Request:  Mesquite Bridge Replacement Project. 
Virgin River Fish Barrier, pre-EA species and habitat meeting. 
Proposed Sagebrush Restoration Treatment in Lincoln Co. 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WATCHABLE WILDLIFE ACTIVITIES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



Wildlife Diversity Division  
2007 Job Progress Report 

Nevada Department of Wildlife      
 

 
 199 

FALLON REGION 
Walker Lake Loon Festival 
The annual Walker Lake Loon Festival was held on April 21, 2007. The boat tours sponsored by 
Nevada Department of Wildlife took almost 200 people out on the water to view loons and other 
water birds. This event has been a popular wildlife viewing activity since 1989. The focus of the 
festival is the hundreds of loons that use Walker Lake as a staging area in the spring. This year 
presentations were given on the fish and bird resource by Nevada Department of Wildlife and a 
local Paiute couple led Native American social dances for the participants. This is an important 
wildlife observation event and an effective way to promote the non-consumptive use of 
Nevada’s resource. 
 
Spring Wings Festival 
The Spring Wings Festival is a community-supported watchable-wildlife event coordinated with 
Stillwater National Wildlife Refuge. The festival offers a variety of bird watching tours, crafts, and 
wildlife educational activities. It is a public participation model that is being implemented all 
across the United States. This spring the Western Region Biologist was the leader for a 
nocturnal bat tour in which participants are shown first hand how biologists catch and study 
bats. A special educational presentation and display of live raptors was provided to the public. 
The Biologist also participated in the annual educational workshop for over 100 grade school 
children, covering topics on owls and bats. A photo display board of Wildlife Diversity activities 
and surveys was constructed and exhibited throughout the festival. Educational materials on the 
Wildlife Diversity programs and activities were available for distribution. The overall attendance 
this year was the highest on record, with more than 500 participants from seven different states 
and one participant from Australia.  
 
McCarran Bridge Bat Viewing Area 
Planning continues on the Watchable Wildlife site in Reno. Q1 monies were approved to 
develop Nevada’s first wildlife viewing area for bats. The largest known maternity colony of 
Mexican free-tailed bats (Tadarida Brasiliensis) in Nevada has made their summer home under 
a bridge in Reno. The emergence of these bats in the evening has already attracted crowds 
including bird watchers. A red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) and a kestrel (Falco sparverius) 
anxiously await the bats to emerge in the evening to catch an easy meal. It normally takes 25 
minutes for this huge colony to exit the roost. They travel down the Truckee River in a large 
swarm and feed on the many flying insects throughout the valley. A remote camera will be 
mounted to capture this emergence each night and eventually the video will be loaded onto the 
Internet for live coverage. Interpretive signs outlining the life history and individual importance of 
this species will be installed for the public and sidewalks will be modified for wheelchair 
accessibility.     
 
ELKO REGION 
Environmental Week 
An outdoor education program focusing on native bird study was provided during Spring Creek 
Elementary School’s Environmental Week at the South Fork Recreation Area in May 2007.  
Studies focused on identification of native birds, wildlife/habitat games and nesting habitat 
observations.  Several hundred students rotated through the program. 
 
Bats of Nevada Video 
The Bats of Nevada video continues to be a popular product.  Several copies were distributed to 
the public including individuals, Nevada’s schools, libraries and conservation organizations.  
Division personnel are focusing now on producing DVDs of the same product. 
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Nevada Birds of Prey DVD 
Personnel continue to coordinate with the Conservation Education Division to collect video 
material for future production of a Nevada Birds of Prey DVD. 
 
Buzzard Sunday 
Personnel coordinated with private landowners to establish an annual Buzzard Sunday 
celebration in Lamoille, Nevada.  This field tour would commemorate the annual spring 
migration of turkey vultures from their wintering grounds in Argentina to their nesting habitats of 
northern Nevada. 
 
Sandhill Saturday  
Personnel coordinated with private landowners to continue the annual Sandhill Saturday 
celebration in Elburz, Nevada.  This field tour commemorates the annual spring/fall migration of 
greater sandhill cranes to and from their nesting habitats of northeast Nevada and their 
wintering grounds on the Lower Colorado River. 
 
Hoo Doo Rocks Birding Hike 
A Saturday birding hike highlighting nesting habitat of white-throated swifts and violet-green 
swallows was advertised for August, 2007.  Unfortunately, there were no takers this time. 
 
Changing Canyon Nature Trail 
The Changing Canyon Nature Trail brochures continue to be a popular product.  Both English 
and Spanish versions are stocked on a regular basis from spring to fall when the need is 
identified.  Beaver dam and aspen/chokecherry wildlife habitats are featured in the text. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




