


	 The Mason Valley Wildlife Management Area (MVWMA) is 
located in Mason Valley, Lyon County, Nevada.   The area is 
located about 75 miles southeast of Reno via Interstate 80 and 
U. S. Alternate 95.  The main entrance to the area is about seven 
miles north of Yerington. 
	 Before European settlement, the Paiute tribe of Native 
Americans inhabited Mason Valley.  N.H.A. Mason, for whom 
Mason Valley was named, discovered the value of the valley for 
�J�U�D�]�L�Q�J���Z�K�L�O�H���G�U�L�Y�L�Q�J���F�D�W�W�O�H���W�R���&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D���D�Q�G���E�X�L�O�W���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���K�R�X�V�H��
in Mason Valley in 1860.  In the early 1900s, the Mason Valley 
�5�D�Q�F�K���Z�D�V���R�Z�Q�H�G���E�\���0�L�O�O�H�U���D�Q�G���/�X�[���D�Q�G���W�K�H���3�D�F�L�¿�F���/�L�Y�H�V�W�R�F�N��
Company, followed by the Antelope Valley Land and Cattle 
�&�R�P�S�D�Q�\�����7�K�H���1�H�Y�D�G�D���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���)�L�V�K���D�Q�G���*�D�P�H���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G��
the wildlife potential of the property and purchased it from the 
Wray Estate in 1955 for the creation of the Mason Valley Wildlife 
Management Area.  The Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) 
has since purchased additional surrounding properties and the 
area currently totals 15,480 acres.
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	 From desert shrub lands to wet meadows and riparian 
�F�R�U�U�L�G�R�U�V�����W�K�H���K�D�E�L�W�D�W�V���R�I���0�9�:�0�$���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���D�Q���D�E�X�Q�G�D�Q�F�H���R�I���¿�V�K��
�D�Q�G���Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H���W�K�D�W���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\���W�R���W�K�H���E�L�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\��
of western Nevada.  Wetlands on MVWMA include open waters 
(lacustrine), fresh emergent wetland and wet meadow habitat 
types. The riverine habitat type consists of the Walker River 
corridor, which has an extensive shoreline meandering through 
�W�K�H���D�U�H�D�������'�H�V�H�U�W���U�L�S�D�U�L�D�Q���K�D�E�L�W�D�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���W�K�H���H�Q�W�L�U�H���À�R�R�G�S�O�D�L�Q���R�I��
the river, while the lacustrine habitat encompasses North Pond 
�5�H�V�H�U�Y�R�L�U���� �� �'�H�H�S���Z�D�W�H�U�� �D�U�H�D�V�� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�� �K�D�E�L�W�D�W�� �I�R�U�� �¿�V�K���� �R�V�S�U�H�\����
loons, and pelicans. Shallow shore zones of the reservoir provide 
feeding areas for waterfowl and shorebirds.  Alkali desert scrub 
is the predominant plant community on MVWMA.    

Farming
	 NDOW cooperatively farms about 1,200 acres to enhance 
�D�Q�G���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H���K�D�E�L�W�D�W���E�\���J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���J�U�D�L�Q���D�Q�G���K�D�\��
crops annually.  Farming includes production of wheat, barley, 
corn, sorghum and other grain crops as well as alfalfa hay and 
alfalfa seed or other leguminous cover type crops of equal value 
to wildlife.  Many species of wildlife have adapted to the croplands 
on MVWMA including doves, pheasants, waterfowl, deer, turkeys 
and small mammals.
 
Grazing
	 At the MVWMA, carefully regulated grazing is used as a 
management tool to remove decadent vegetation, stimulate 
green-up, provide succulent feed, and open overgrown areas 
for resting and feeding by waterfowl and other wildlife.     

Prescribed  Burning
	 Area management includes prescribed burning to improve 
habitat conditions for resting, nesting and feeding waterfowl and 
other wildlife. Fire removes excess litter and optimizes forage 
production.  Prescribed burns on the management area are 
typically done in early fall and late winter.

Herbicide Spraying
	 Application of herbicides is an effective method to control 
undesirable vegetation.  Aerial spraying is conducted annually to 
open up stands of cattail and hardstem bulrush to make wetlands 
more desirable for waterfowl and other wetland species.  

Invasive Plant Control
	 The invasion of non-native plants has become a major threat to 
the native habitats on MVWMA.  Controlling invaders like tamarisk, 
�W�D�O�O���Z�K�L�W�H�W�R�S���D�Q�G���K�R�D�U�\���F�U�H�V�V���L�V���G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W���D�Q�G���W�L�P�H���F�R�Q�V�X�P�L�Q�J���������7�K�H��
competitive nature of these plants and their ability to spread impacts 
the natural plant diversity and ultimately the diversity of animals on 
MVWMA. 

	 The wildlife of MVWMA is extremely diverse due to the 
mosaic of habitat types present and NDOW’s efforts to develop 
all the wetland habitat the area’s water resource can sustain. The 
exceptional diversity, in such a relatively small area, emphasizes 
the biological importance of the area. 

Waterfowl
	 More than 21 species of ducks have been recorded on 
MVWMA - the most common species being mallard, gadwall, 
Northern pintail, green-winged teal, redhead, ruddy ducks, ring-
necked ducks and canvasback.  Duck populations generally 
reach their highest numbers in October and early November and 
again in March and early April.  Up to 12 species of ducks breed 
and raise their young on the area. The peak of hatch takes place 
�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���R�I���-�X�Q�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���R�I���-�X�O�\��������
	 Canada geese are the most common geese in the area and 
can be observed during all months of the year.   Occasionally, 
snow geese and greater white-fronted geese are also observed 
during the winter months, but their numbers are usually low.  
Tundra swan generally use the area from November through April 
and are typically found on the larger waters including North and 
Pintail Ponds, Perk’s Slough, and Swan and Honker Lakes.  

Upland Game and Mammals
	 California quail are found in brushland and riparian habitat 
types on MVWMA.  Ring-necked pheasants prefer the cultivated 
�¿�H�O�G�� �S�R�U�W�L�R�Q�� �D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �U�L�Y�H�U���� �� �5�L�R�� �*�U�D�Q�G�H�� �W�X�U�N�H�\�V�� �Z�H�U�H��
�L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G�� �R�Q�� �0�9�:�0�$�� �L�Q�� ������������ �P�D�U�N�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �D�W�W�H�P�S�W�� �E�\��
NDOW to establish this subspecies within the state. Mourning 
doves are common on the cultivated land and in riparian habitats 
where cottonwood trees are abundant.  
	 Mule deer on MVWMA prefer the brushland, agricultural and 
river riparian communities, particularly where habitat types come 
together forming an edge.  Both the black-tailed jackrabbit and the 
cottontail are found throughout the area.  Furbearers on MVWMA 
include bobcat, coyote, spotted skunk, striped skunk, long-tailed 
weasel, badger, kit fox and others.  Mountain lion presence on 
the area is occasional.

Mason Valley Wildlife Management Area

Non-Game Wildlife

	 Although the MVWMA was originally purchased and 
developed to preserve wetland habitat principally for waterfowl, 
many other wildlife species including wading birds, shorebirds, 
�D�Q�G���U�D�S�W�R�U�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�L�V���S�U�R�M�H�F�W��
	 Many wading birds utilize the emergent vegetation in the pond 
areas for nesting including great blue herons, black-crowned night 
herons, egrets, and bitterns.   White-faced ibis nesting occurs 
sporadically in small numbers.  A rookery of great blue herons is 
present in large cottonwood trees on the southern boundary of 
the area.  	
	 Shorebirds found on MVWMA include American avocets, 
black-necked stilts, common snipe, sandpipers, yellowlegs, 
dowitchers, plovers, phalaropes and others.  Other marsh 
dependent birds present on the area include nesting eared 
grebes, pied-billed grebes, and Forster’s terns.  Emergent habitat 
necessary for Virginia rails, soras, American bitterns, and least 
bitterns is provided on the area.  American white pelicans and 
common loons have been more prevalent on the area with the 
completion of the North Pond Reservoir.

1.	 Sceirine Pond
2.	 Wooduck Ponds
3.	 Muskrat Slough
4.	 Whistler Pond
5.	 Baldpate Pond
6.	 Upper Sprig Pond
7.	 Lower Sprig Pond
8.	 Willow Pond
9.	 Hinkson Slough
10.	Bass Pond
11.	 Crappie Pond
12.	North Pond
13.	Cinnamon Pond
14.	Redhead Pond
15.	Canvasback Pond
16.	Mallard Pond
17.	Shoveller Pond
18.	Diver Pond
19.	 �8�S�S�H�U���*�D�G�Z�D�O�O���3�R�Q�G
20.	 �/�R�Z�H�U���*�D�G�Z�D�O�O���3�R�Q�G
21.	Scaup Pond
22.	 �%�X�I�À�H�K�H�D�G���3�R�Q�G
23.	 �*�R�O�G�H�Q�H�\�H���3�R�Q�G
24.	Ringneck Pond
25.	Honker Lake
26.	Widgeon Pond
27.	Swan Lake
28.	Ruddy Pond
29.	Upper Pintail Pond
30.	Lower Pintail Pond
31.	 �*�U�H�H�Q�K�H�D�G���3�R�Q�G
32.	 �*�U�H�H�Q�Z�L�Q�J���3�R�Q�G
33.	Butterball Pond
34.	Perk’s Slough

GETTING THERE

From Reno, take I-80 west to 
Fernley, then take U.S. Alt. 95 
south.  The main entrance to 
the area is about seven miles 
north of Yerington, off of Miller 
Lane.  From Feb.1 through 
Sept. 30 of each year, a second 
public entrance is available off 
of Sierra Way.


