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BULLHEAD
No scales. Tail only slightly forked, with rounded lobes. 
Adults are blackish, dark olive or dark brown. Belly is 
yellow, greenish-white, or white. Chin barbels are entirely 
black. The pectoral fin spine is smooth. Found in farm 
ponds and reservoirs throughout Nevada.

GREEN SUNFISH
Each scale is flecked with yellow or emerald green. Back 
and sides olive-green, and lower belly yellowish-copper 
or brassy.  Body is short, stocky, and deeply compressed 
from side to side. The gill cover has a broad, light margin, 
and it often has a black spot on the rear flap. The gill cover 
bone is stiff all the way to the margin which is different 
from most other sunfish.

BULL TROUT (CHAR)
The bull trout is normally olive-green to light green along 
the back and sides and appears somewhat washed out. 
Back with pale yellow spots and sides with orange or red 
spots; fins fringed with yellow orange; pectoral, pelvic, 
and anal fins with white margins. This fish is native to 
only the Jarbidge River system of northern EIko County 
and occurs in tributaries associated with the two forks 
of that stream system.

CUTTHROAT TROUT
Body color is highly variable with three subspecies in 
Nevada.  Back may be steel gray to olive-green. Sides 
may be yellow-brown with red or pink along belly. Slash 
marks on either side of the throat beneath the lower jaw 
may be yellow, crimson-red or orange. Fins uniform color 
with no white tips. Scattered spots are usually round and 
black, more closely grouped towards the tail. Teeth on 
back of tongue. May hybridize with rainbow. Native to 
the Humboldt, Snake, and Bonneville basins of Nevada.  
Currently occurs in 112 streams and a small number of 
lakes where it’s well known for its large size.

BROWN TROUT
Back brown or olive with large black spots. Sides light 
brown to yellowish, with  numerous black and red-orange 
spots surrounded by light blue rings. Few if any spots 
on tail. Tail square, not forked. Brown trout occur widely 
in central and eastern Nevada streams and occur in 
about 73 streams statewide. Also found in some lakes 
and reservoirs. Spooky and difficult to catch.

BROOK TROUT (CHAR)
Color ranges from olive, blue-gray or black on the back to 
white on the belly. Belly and lower fins brilliant orange in 
spawning males. Upper body and dorsal fin have mottled 
or worm-like markings. Red spots, with or without bluish 
rings around them.  The most distinguishing marks are 
the white and thin black strip along the fore edge of the 
lower fins. Tail square or slightly forked. Occurs in about 
278 mountain streams in Nevada where it frequents 
cooler water.  Found in Ruby Mountain alpine lakes and 
other coldwater lakes.

CHANNEL CATFISH
No scales, tail deeply forked with pointed lobes. Body 
pale bluish-olive above and bluish-white below. Spots 
vary from a few to many over much of the body and 
may not occur on large fish. Barbels extend from the 
chin and upper jaw. Both dorsal and pectoral fins have 
strong, sharp spines. Larger fish may be distinguished 
from the white catfish by the longer black barbels and 
more streamlined body form. Tail more deeply forked 
and head thinner and less rounded than white catfish. 
White on belly only to forward edge of anal fin. Found 
in warm water streams and reservoirs in northwestern 
and southern Nevada.

LAKE TROUT OR MACKINAW
Not as highly colored as other trout. Dark gray or gray-
green above, belly light gray or white. Light gray irregular 
shaped spots or lines on back, sides, dorsal fin and tail. No 
white edging appears on lower fins as in brook trout. Tail 
deeply forked.  Currently found in Lake Tahoe, Nevada-
California, and Liberty and Echo Lakes in EIko County.

Selected Game Fish of Nevada

Fish illustrations by :
Ron Pittard 

(Windsor Nature Discovery) 

and 

Michelle LaGory 
(Wyoming Game and Fish Dept.)

BLUEGILL
Very colorful. Light to dark blue on bright purple. In 
breeding season, the breast of males is red. Gill covers 
often blue with a black spot on the rear of the “ear flap”. 
Faint vertical bars on the sides. Dorsal fin has 10 spines 
followed without interruption by 10 or 12 rays. The mouth 
is small and when closed, barely reaches the front of the 
eye. Body deep for its length and compressed from side to 
side. Found in small farm ponds throughout northwestern 
and southern Nevada.

CRAPPIE
Silver-olive with numerous black or dark green splotches 
on the sides. Forehead is dished and the snout is turned 
up. Five or more anal spines and 7 or 8 dorsal spines. 
Base of the dorsal fin is about the same length as the base 
of the anal fin. Body compressed from side to side. Found 
in warmwater lakes and reservoirs throughout Nevada.

Selected Game Fish of Nevada
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STRIPED BASS
Body olive-green above, shading through silvery on 
sides to white on belly with brassy reflection. There 
are 7 to 8 longitudinal dark stripes following the scale 
rows. A spiny dorsal fin is barely separated from a soft 
dorsal fin. The tail is forked and the body is cylindrical 
in shape. Striped bass occur in only a few of the larger 
lakes in Nevada including Lake Mead and Lake Mohave. 
The fish can become very large with some specimens 
larger than 50 pounds.

WHITE BASS
Dark gray to black on the back, with bright silvery sides 
and white belly. The sides have dark stripes or lines (about 
5 are above the lateral line). There are 13 or 14 rays in 
the dorsal fin, and 11 to 13 in the anal fin. Body strongly 
compressed from side to side, forehead is dished and 
snout is slightly turned up. Found in Lahontan Reservoir, 
Rye Patch Reservoir and Washoe Lake.

WHITE CATFISH
Bluish to grayish above and white below. Tail deeply 
forked. No scales. No spots. Barbels extend from the 
chin and upper jaw.  Both dorsal and pectoral fins have 
strong, sharp spines. White catfish have shorter barbels 
on the upper jaw than channel catfish, and barbels on 
lower jaw are whiter. Head is more rounded and white 
on belly extends to rear of anal fin. Found in Lahontan 
and Willow Creek Reservoirs and the Humboldt River 
with channel catfish.

SMALLMOUTH BLACK BASS
Dark olive to brown on back, sides bronze, belly white. 
Five dark vertical bands on sides. Eyes reddish. Dorsal fin 
with 9 or 10 sharp spines without a deep notch separating 
them from the soft rays.  Upper jaw when closed does 
not extend beyond the rear edge of the eye. Found in 
only a few waters in Nevada such as the Humboldt River, 
Dry Creek Reservoir, South Fork Reservoir, Wildhorse 
Reservoir, all in Elko County; Rye Patch, Carson River, 
Lahontan and Wall Canyon  reservoirs and Lake Mead.

SACRAMENTO PERCH
Color blackish above, with about seven vertical bars 
irregular in form and position. This is not a true perch, 
but a sunfish.

Selected Game Fish of Nevada

LARGEMOUTH BLACK BASS
Dark green on back and sides, silvery below. Belly is 
greenish-white. A broad dark band on the sides which 
consists of irregular patches touching together. Dorsal fin 
with 9 to 10 sharp spines nearly separated from the soft 
rays by a deep notch. Upper jaw when closed extends at 
least to the rear edge of the eye in adults, usually beyond. 
Abundant in lakes and reservoirs throughout Nevada.

WALLEYE
Prominent “canine” teeth distinguish this big perch from 
its smaller family member the yellow perch. Color is 
brassy-olive buff sometimes shading to yellowish sides 
and white beneath.  No distinct bars on the sides, but 
rather an overall mottling of black or brown. Large dark 
blotches at rear base of dorsal fin, and the lower lobe of 
tail fin is white tipped. The tail is moderately forked. Found 
in a few western Nevada waters including Lahontan and 
Rye Patch Reservoirs, the Humboldt River below Rye 
Patch Reservoir and Chimney Reservoir.

RAINBOW TROUT
Body usually olive to greenish-blue on the back; belly 
white to silver; sides usually show prominent red or pink 
streak. Fish from lakes sometimes lose all color and 
appear silvery. Irregular spots on back, sides, head, 
dorsal fin and tail. No teeth on back of tongue. Native to 
the Columbia River drainage of northeastern Nevada, but 
stocked extensively from hatcheries throughout Nevada.  
Nevada’s most abundant game fish species occurring in 
295 streams statewide and in a large number of lakes 
and reservoirs.

MOUNTAIN WHITEFISH
Back and fins are light brown and the sides and belly are 
silver and white. There are no spots. Tail deeply forked 
and body is deep and round. Mouth small with no teeth. 
Large fleshy adipose fin. Scales large and rough. The 
whitefish occurs in a number of larger streams in western 
and northeastern Nevada.

YELLOW PERCH
Rich yellow to brassy-green with 6 to 8 dark vertical 
bars on the sides. Dark green back. No “canine” teeth. 
The belly is whitish.  The dorsal fin has two sections, the 
front one contains 12 to 14 sharp spines and the rear 
12 to 13 soft rays.

Selected Game Fish of Nevada
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	 Life Jackets - One correctly sized life jacket is required by law for each person on board.  	
	 Children under the age of 13-years-old must wear it.

	 Type IV Flotation Aid - Any boat 16 feet or longer must carry  
	 a type IV throwable cushion or ring.

	 Fire Extinguisher - Most boats that use gasoline must carry one, and  
	 it must be charged.  Larger boats need two or even three fire  
	 extinguishers.

	 Muffling Device - Every boat must be properly muffled.

	 Water Ski and Dive Flags -  If you ski or dive you need to display  
	 the appropriate signal flag.

	 Sound Producing Device - All boats must carry a horn, whistle or  
	 other sound producing device.

	 Anchor - If the boat breaks down, an anchor is essential for  
	 protecting yourself and your boat, although not legally required.

	 Visual Distress Signals - Though not required, signal flares and flags can attract attention if  
	 the need arises.

DON’T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT IT!

Safety Equipment is Critical

Follow the Boating Safety Seven

77
SAFETY

If you remember nothing else about boating rules, remember the 
Boating Safety Seven.  Boating can be a fun activity for the entire 

family, but you should go boating with safety in mind to make sure 
your great day on the water doesn’t turn sour. NDOW reminds 

you to have a good time, and be safe...it just makes sense.

1.  Wear your life jacket
2.  Take a boating education course
3.  Carry all your required safety gear
4.  Know your boat and its limitations
5.  Follow the boating “rules of the road”
6.  Be aware of weather and water conditions
7.  Boat sober and be considerate of other boaters

Boating in Nevada
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The following information provides a summary of some of the boating laws and regulations for Nevada anglers 
who use boats. Safe boating in Nevada starts with knowing Nevada’s boating regulations. All boats in Nevada are 
required to carry safety equipment appropriate to the type and size of vessel used, and every boater should know 
and practice safe boating, including learning the rules of the road.  To learn more about boating in Nevada, contact 
NDOW and request a Nevada Boater’s Handbook or visit Nevada’s safe boating website: www.ndow.org. 

Nevada Boating Regulations

Reduced Speed Areas (NAC 488.455)
1.  On the following waters, a vessel must be operated at a 
speed that leaves a flat wake, but in no case may a vessel be 
operated at a speed in excess of 5 nautical miles per hour:
(a)	 Bassett Lake in White Pine County
(b)	 Cave Lake in White Pine County
(c)	 Knott Creek Reservoir in Humboldt County
(d)	 Jakes Creek Reservoir in Elko County
(e)	 Onion Valley Reservoir in Humboldt County
(f)	 Wayne E. Kirch Wildlife Management Area in Nye County
(g)	 The lagoon south of Laughlin in Clark County within Section  
	 33, T 32 S. R. 66E. M.D.B.&M., as marked with signs or  
	 buoys, or both
(h)	 Likes Lake in Churchill County
(i)	 The Pitt-Taylor Arm of Rye Patch Reservoir in Pershing County
(j)	 Illipah Reservoir in White Pine County
(k)	 Mason Valley Wildlife Management Area in Lyon County
(l)	 Upper Wall Canyon Reservoir in Washoe County
(m)	Echo Canyon Reservoir in Lincoln County
(n)	 Silver Creek Reservoir in White Pine County; and
(o)	 Key Pittman Wildlife Management Area in Lincoln County
2.  All boat harbors and other areas designated by buoys  
	 on any of the following waters are zones in which a  
	 vessel must be operated at a speed that leaves a flat  
	 wake, but in no case may a vessel be operated at a  
	 speed in excess of 5 nautical miles per hour:
(a)	 Lake Mead National Recreation Area in Clark County
(b)	 South Fork Reservoir in Elko County
(c)	 Wildhorse Reservoir in Elko County
(d)	 Lake Tahoe, Zephyr Cove, Cave Rock, Round Hill  
	 Pines Beach and Glenbrook Bay in Douglas County;  
	 Sand Harbor, Incline Village General Improvement  
	 District Boat Ramp and Crystal Shores West in Washoe  
	 County
(e)	 Washoe Lake State Park Boat Ramps in Washoe County
(f)	 Walker Lake State Recreation Area and Sportsmen’s  
	 Beach in Mineral County
(g)	 Lahontan Reservoir, Churchill Beach, and North Shore  
	 Marina in Churchill County; Silver Springs Beach in  
	 Lyon County
(h)	 Rye Patch Reservoir, Rye Patch Dam Access in  
	 Pershing County
(i)	 Topaz Lake boat ramps in Douglas County
(j)	 Colorado River, adjacent to Harrah’s Casino in Laughlin  
	 in Clark County; and
(k)	 Big Bend of the Colorado River State Recreation Area  
	 in the lagoon used for launching boats in Clark County

Boating Prohibited Areas (NAC 488.465) 
Vessels are prohibited in areas which are designated by 
signs or buoys as follows:

1.	 Within the Lake Mead National Recreation Area;
2.	 On the Colorado River:
(a)	 Below Davis Dam; and
(b)	 The swimming area of Harrah’s Casino in Laughlin;
3.	 On Lake Tahoe at:
(a)	 The main beaches at Sand Harbor and Divers’ Cove  
	 within Lake Tahoe State Park;
(b)	 The swimming area of the Incline Village General  
	 Improvement District and Burnt Cedar Beach;
(c)	 The swimming area of Galilee at the Episcopal Camp  
	 and Conference Center;
(d)	 The swimming area of the Lakeridge General  
	 Improvement District;
(e)	 The swimming area of the Glenbrook Homeowner’s  
	 Association;
(f)	 The swimming area of the Hyatt Regency Lake Tahoe;
(g)	 The swimming area of the Zephyr Cove Marina; 
(h)	 The swimming area of Crystal Shores West;and 
(i)	 The swimming and beach area adjacent to Nevada Beach  
	 described in 33CFR 162.215.
4.	 At the dam and swim beach at the state recreation area  
	 in Rye Patch Reservoir;
5.	 At Lahontan Reservoir Dam;
6.	 At South Fork Reservoir Dam;
7.	 At Wildhorse Reservoir Dam;
8.	 At Eagle Valley Dam at Spring Valley State Park;
9.	 At Chimney Reservoir Dam in Humboldt County;
10.	 At the county swim beach at Topaz Lake; and 
11.	 At the swimming area and dive area at Sparks Marina Park.

Boating Restrictions in Wildlife Management 
Areas (NAC 488.467)
(See page 45 for table of restrictions.) 
1.	 Except as otherwise provided in this section, use of vessels  
	 is restricted in the following Wildlife Management Areas:
(a)	 In the Overton Wildlife Management Area, located in  
	 Clark County, vessels are prohibited on all ponds.  
	 Vessels are allowed on the portion of the area inundated  
	 by Lake Mead, except that on Overton Hunt Days,  
	 vessels may be used only by persons authorized to  
	 hunt waterfowl;
(b)	 In the Humboldt Wildlife Management Area, located in  
	 Churchill and Pershing Counties:
(1)	 All vessels are prohibited on the ponds in the Humboldt  
	 and Toulon Sink areas 5 days before the opening day  
	 of the waterfowl season.
(2)	 Airboats are prohibited on the Humboldt Sink until 1  
	 hour after the legal shooting time on the opening day of  
	 the waterfowl season.
(3)	 Airboats are prohibited on the Toulon portion of the  
	 area during the waterfowl season.

Nevada Boating Regulations
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Nevada Boating Regulations

Federal Boating Regulations

Pahranagat National Wildlife Refuge	  
Phone: (775) 725-3417
Boats without motors (except electric motors) are 
permitted on the Upper Lake, Middle Ponds, and Lower 
Lake.
The North Marsh is closed to boating, including float 
tubes.
Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge
Phone: (775) 941-0199
Big Springs Reservoir, Dufurrena Ponds and Catnip 
Reservoir:  Anglers may bank fish, fish by wading, or 
use nonmotorized boats, boats with electric motors, float 
tubes and similar flotation devices only. 
Stillwater National Wildlife Refuge 
Phone: (775) 423-5128
Special boating regulations are now in effect at 
Stillwater NWR.  Contact refuge manager before 
operating a boat in this area.  Fishing is not allowed.

Informational Note: The following areas are subject to Federal Regulations in addition to the general provisions of the 
Nevada Boat Act, which include rules for registration, equipment, and operation.  Please contact refuge managers for 
descriptions of restricted zones and/or motor and speed regulations prior to your visit. Regulations are subject to change.

Ruby Lake National Wildlife Refuge
Phone: (775) 779-2237

North of Brown Dike: No boats permitted. Float tubes 
permitted in Unit 21 as posted.

South of Brown Dike (South Marsh)
January 1 through June 14:  Boats prohibited.  Float 
tubes permitted at Main Boat Landing, as posted; at 
Narciss Boat Landing, as posted; and at mouth of 
Collection Ditch at west end of Brown Dike, as posted.

June 15 through July 31: ONLY motorless boats, float 
tubes and boats with electric motors are permitted.  Boats 
with gas motors prohibited.

August 1 through December 31: Motorless boats, float 
tubes and boats propelled by motors with 10 h.p. or less 
are permitted.

(c)	 In the Mason Valley Wildlife Management Area, located  
	 in Lyon County, all vessels are prohibited from February  
	 15 through August 15 of each year, except on:
(1)	 Hinkson Slough;
(2)	 Bass Pond;
(3)	 Crappie Pond;
(4)	 Beaver Slough;
(5)	 The Walker River; and
(6)	 North Pond.
(d)	 In the Fort Churchill Cooling Pond Cooperative Wildlife  
	 Management Area, all vessels and floating devices,  
	 except for vessels used by employees of NV Energy in  
	 the performance of their official duties, are prohibited  
	 on the pond.
(e)	 In the Wayne E. Kirch Wildlife Management Area, only  
	 vessels without motors may be used on the Dacey  
	 Reservoir from February 15 through August 15 of each  
	 year.
2.	 The provisions of subsection 1 do not apply to vessels  
	 owned, operated and used for official purposes by the  
	 Department.
3.	 For the purposes of this section, a vessel is being used if  
	 the vessel: (a) is upon the waters of this state, including,  
	 without limitation, if it is tied or fastened to a dock, mooring  
	 or shore; and (b) is not aground on the shore.

Anchoring/Mooring Vessels (NRS 488.265)
1.	 Except as otherwise provided in subsection  2 a person  
	 shall not anchor or moor a vessel in such a position as  
to obstruct a passageway ordinarily used by other vessels.  

As used in this subsection, a “passageway ordinarily used 
by other vessels” includes:
(a)	 A river channel or the entrance to a harbor or marina; 
and
(b)	 That area within a 100-yard radius of a boat ramp built 
and maintained with public money.
2.	 A person may anchor or moor a vessel in an area 
designated for that purpose by the commission and marked 
at the corners with yellow can buoys. The buoys must emit 
a flashing yellow light from sunset to sunrise.

Areas Limited to Boats without Motors and Boats 
with Electric Motors (NAC 488.470)
1. Only vessels without motors are permitted on the 
following waters:

	 Waters	 County	
	 (a) Angel Lake	 Elko
	 (b) Blue Lakes	 Humboldt
	 (c) Marlette Lake 	 Washoe

2. Only vessels without motors and vessels which are 
powered by electric motors are permitted on the following 
waters:
(a)	 Groves Lake in Lander County  
(b)	 Sparks Marina Park in Washoe County
(c)	 The Lagoon South of Laughlin within section 33, T. 32
	 S., R66 E., M.D.B. & M., as marked with signs or buoys,  
	 or both in Clark County.
(d)	 Spooner Lake in Douglas County	

Nevada Boating Regulations
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Laughlin Area 
Special Camping, Fishing Access Regulations Apply:

Wildlife Management Area Regulations
The Department of Wildlife maintains several areas statewide that are known as Wildlife Management Areas (WMA). 
These areas are managed specifically for their wildlife values. Fishing is provided on some of the areas and anglers are 
subject to the following regulations.

The following activities are prohibited within the Laughlin boating and fishermen’s access area, in Clark County: 

•	 Camping in any type of motor vehicle or recreational  
	 vehicle;

•	 Erecting a tent or structure for the purpose of sleeping  
	 or living in it;

•	 Parking any type of motor vehicle or recreational vehicle  
	 or otherwise blocking or restricting the access of a  
	 person or vessel, to the boat ramp;

•	 Parking a bus hired to carry passengers or a semi-trailer  
	 anywhere within the access area;

• 	 Parking a motor vehicle in the access area in a location  
	 other than a designated parking space; or

•	 Being under the influence of a controlled substance or  
	 an intoxicating liquor, or consuming an intoxicating  
	 liquor.

Vehicular Travel (NAC 504.115)
Vehicular travel within a WMA may be controlled so as to not 
impact area management and for safe and beneficial use of 
the area by both the public and the wildlife.  Within a Wildlife 
Management Area, it is prohibited to operate a motor vehicle 
off an interior road or trail that is designated for vehicular 
travel; or on an interior road or trail that is marked as closed 
to vehicular travel.

Removal (NAC 504.110)
Persons may be removed from a WMA for disorderly conduct, 
intoxication or any other conduct which endangers the area, 
other persons, or wildlife and livestock.

Littering (NAC 504.155)
The Department may deny further use of a WMA to any 
person who abuses or litters the area.

Boating (NAC 488.467)
See pages 42-43.

Anglers spend over $145 million annually on fishing-related 
expenditures in Nevada every year...Are they in your store?

Advertise Here
For information on how to reach Nevada hunters and anglers, 

Contact: Aaron Meier, Publications Coordinator, 
Nevada Department of Wildlife, (775) 688-1998, ameier@ndow.org

PLEASE NOTE:  Additional WMA regulations are listed on 
page 45.

Mason Valley Wildlife 
Management Area

Wildlife Management Areas
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Wildlife Management  Area Regulations

Area Bodies of Water Trespass Use of Vessels Camping & Use of 
Campfires

Overton WMA
(Clark Co.)

Lake Mead,
Honeybee Pond,
Center Pond

Trespass prohibited 
from March 1 
through Aug. 1 on  
Honeybee Pond and 
Center Pond.

Vessels are prohibited on 
all ponds.  Vessels are 
allowed on the portion 
of the area inundated by 
Lake Mead, except that 
on Overton Hunt Days, 
vessels may be used only 
by persons authorized to 
hunt waterfowl.

Camping & campfires 
only permitted within 
the rest and trails 
areas.

Kirch WMA
(Nye Co.)

Dacey Reservoir, 
Tule Reservoir, 
Cold Springs 
Reservoir, 
Haymeadow 
Reservoir, and 
Adams-McGill 
Reservoir

Trespass prohibited 
from Feb. 15 
through Aug. 15 in 
the upper portion 
of Adams-McGill, 
Cold Springs, Dacey 
and Haymeadow 
reservoirs, and all of 
the Tule Reservoir.

Flat wake restriction in 
effect.  Vessels may not 
exceed 5 nautical miles 
per hour.

Only vessels without 
motors 
may be used on the 
Dacey Reservoir from 
Feb. 15 through August 
15.  Flat wake restriction 
in effect all other dates.

Camping & campfires 
only permitted within 
the David Deacon 
Campground.

Key Pittman WMA
(Lincoln Co.) Nesbitt Lake

Trespass prohibited 
from Feb. 15 
through Aug. 15 in 
the portion of Nesbitt 
Lake north of the 
buoy line.

Flat wake restriction in 
effect.

Camping & campfires 
not permitted.

Mason Valley WMA
(Lyon Co.)

Hinkson  Slough, 
North Pond, Bass 
Pond, Beaver 
Slough, Crappie 
Pond, Walker River

Trespass prohibited 
from Feb. 15 
through Aug. 15 
in the eastern 
portion of the main 
developed pond 
area, as posted.

All vessels are prohibited 
from Feb. 15 through 
Aug. 15 each year, except 
on Hinkson Slough, Bass, 
Crappie and North ponds, 
Beaver Slough and the 
Walker River.  Flat wake 
restriction in effect.

Camping & 
campfires only 
permitted in those 
sites designated for 
camping.

Mason Valley WMA
(Lyon Co.)

Eastside Waterfowl 
Series Ponds

Trespass prohibited 
from Feb. 15 
through Aug. 15. 
Fishing season 
is open Aug. 16 
through Sept. 30.

All vessels are prohibited 
from Feb. 15 through 
Aug. 15 each year.  Flat 
wake restriction in effect.

Camping & 
campfires only 
permitted in those 
sites designated for 
camping.

Steptoe Valley WMA
(White Pine Co.) Comins Lake

Waterskiing authorized 
between 11 a.m. and 
sunset.  During other 
hours flat wake restriction 
in effect.

Camping & campfires 
not permitted.

Wildlife Management Areas



46	 Nevada Department of Wildlife

Record Fish of Nevada
Nevada State Records

SPECIES WEIGHT LENGTH NAME OF WATER NEVADA RECORD
HOLDER

DATE
CAUGHT

WORLD 
RECORD

Common Name	 LBS	 OZS	 Inches	 Lake or Stream	 Angler Name		  All Tackle

Bass, Largemouth	 12	 0	 26	 Lake Mead	 Michael R. Geary	 3/8/1999	 22 lbs   4 oz

Bass, Smallmouth	 8	 11	 21.5	 Sheep Creek Reservoir	 Curtis Ockerman	 5/31/2010	 11 lbs 15 oz

Bass, Spotted	 4	 2	 19.25	 Rye Patch Reservoir	 Dustin Osborn	 8/13/2000	 10 lbs  4 oz

Bass, Striped	 63	 0	 49	 Lake Mohave	 Allan S. Cole	 3/15/2001	 67 lbs  8 oz

Bass, White	 4	 0	 19	 Lahontan Reservoir	 Greg Ackerman	 5/13/1984	 6  lbs  13 oz

Carp	 34	 10	 37.75	 Truckee River	 Justin Edland	 5/3/2005	 75 lbs 11 oz

Catfish, Bullhead	 6	 11	 21.5	 Lida Junction Pond	 Wayne B. Logan	 6/29/2004	 7  lbs  7 oz

Catfish, Channel	 31	 1	 40.5	 Lahontan Reservoir	 Harry Stephens	 6/22/1980	 58 lbs  0 oz

Catfish, White	 17	 4	 31.75	 Lahontan Reservoir	 Corey Ryan	 6/26/2008	 19 lbs  5 oz

Catfish, White	 17	 4	 33.2	 Humboldt River	 Jose Mendoza	 9/17/2005	 19 lbs  5 oz

Crappie, Black	 3	 2	 16.1	 Lake Mead	 Henry Herman	 4/23/1976	 5  lbs  0 oz

Crappie, White	 3	 1	 16.1	 Rye Patch Reservoir	 David Lorain	 6/17/2006	 5  lbs   3 oz

Grayling, Arctic	 0	 15	 13.75	 Desert Creek	 George Delich	 7/1/1978	 5  lbs  15 oz

Muskie, Tiger	 17	 10	 39.75	 Barth Pit	 Jason A. Edgar	 5/2/2002	 51 lbs  3 oz

Perch, Sacramento	 4	 9	 17	 Pyramid Lake	 John Battcher	 7/18/1971	 4  lbs   9 oz *

Perch, Yellow	 1	 8	 13.3	 Dufurrena Ponds	 Warren Todd Goodale	 5/23/1987	 4  lbs   3 oz

Pike, Northern	 27	 0	 44	 Comins Lake	 Kelly H. Malaperdas	 6/11/1978	 55 lbs  1 oz

Salmon, Kokanee	 4	 13	 25.7	 Lake Tahoe	 Dick Bournique	 7/31/1973	 9  lbs   6 oz *

Salmon, Silver	 8	 12	 28.5	 Lake Mead	 William Musso	 5/9/1974	 33 lbs  4 oz

Salmon, Silver	 8	 12	 30.3	 Lake Mead	 Charles W. Caskey	 10/25/1974	 33 lbs  4 oz

Sunfish, Bluegill	 3	 10	 15.25	 Colorado River	 Mike Tahash	 9/14/2010	 4  lbs  12 oz

Sunfish, Green	 1	 13	 12.75	 Battle Mtn. H.S. Pond	 Keegan Quintana	 6/23/2010	 2  lbs  2 oz

Sunfish, Pumpkinseed	 0	 15	 10.13	 Peavine Ponds	 Dante Ray	 8/2/2009	 2 lbs  4 oz

Sunfish, Redear	 2	 5	 13.75	 Colorado River	 Bill Condon	 6/26/2004	 5  lbs  7 oz

Trout, Brook	 5	 10	 22.8	 Bull Run Reservoir	 Richard Baker	 7/19/1980	 14 lbs  8 oz

Trout, Brown	 27	 5	 33	 Cave Lake	 Dennis Mangum	 12/9/1984	 40 lbs  4 oz

Trout, Bull	 4	 6	 22	 Jarbidge River, WF	 Rex Shelburne	 7/9/1985	 32 lbs  0 oz

Trout, Cutthroat	 24	 12	 33.5	 Pyramid Lake	 Tim Bayles	 2/27/2005	 41 lbs  0 oz **

Trout, Golden	 0	 15	 14.5	 Hidden Lakes	 Don Capps	 8/31/1969	 11 lbs  0 oz

Trout, Mackinaw	 37	 6	 44	 Lake Tahoe	 Robert Aronsen	 6/21/1974	 72 lbs  0 oz

Trout, Rainbow	 16	 4	 31.5	 Lake Mohave	 Mike Soskin	 12/16/1971	 42 lbs 10 oz

Trout, Rainbow x Cutthroat	 24	 10	 36	 Pyramid Lake	 Lloyd Lowery	 4/3/1976	 30 lbs  4 oz *

Trout, Tiger	 13	 13	 28.75	 Ruby Lake NWR	 Brian Howard	 6/27/1998	 20 lbs 13 oz

Walleye	 15	 4	 33	 Lahontan Reservoir	 Billy Foster	 4/10/1998	 25 lbs  0 oz

Whitefish, Mountain	 3	 4	 20	 Lake Tahoe	 Gregg Harris	 1/24/2004	  5 lbs  14 oz *

Wiper, White x Striped Bass	 25	 9	 33	 Lahontan Reservoir	 Adam Truran	 6/6/2009	 27 lbs   5 oz

NOTE:	 These records are officially recognized by the Nevada Department of Wildlife as state records established from the year 1968, the first year  
	 of the Nevada Trophy Fish Program through October 2010.  These records include fish taken in interstate waters including Lake Tahoe, Topaz  
	 Leak, Lake Mead, Lake Mohave and the Colorado River.  It is recognized that some species of fish of larger size have been caught from  
	 Nevada waters prior to 1968.

* NOTE:	 Asterisk denotes world record according to the national Fresh Water Fishing Hall of Fame, 2010 Edition.  All others are taken from the  
	 International Game Fish Association’s World Record Game Fishes “All Tackle” online records as of October 2010.

** NOTE:	 The recognized world record for Cutthroat trout of 41 pounds was caught from Pyramid Lake in 1925.

Record Fish of Nevada
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Kind of fish caught						      Date caught				  

Weight		    	 lbs.		  oz.   Length (total) inches		     Girth inches

Water where caught				        

Specific Location (i.e. cove or landmark)				           	 in			      County, Nevada

Specific Location where fish was weighed

Type of Tackle							       Lure or bait	

Name of Angler										         Age

Mailing Address							       

City								        State			        Zip Code 

Telephone							       E-mail Address  

Measurements witnessed by:

1. Name					         	 Address 	

2. Name					         	 Address

 Nevada Trophy Fish Entry Form

Enter Your Fish - It May Be A Trophy
Nevada’s Trophy Fish Program

The following minimum weight qualifications are established for the various species of fish in the Nevada Trophy Fish 
Program. Each entry which meets the minimum qualifications will receive a Trophy Fish Certificate. 

For a fish to be considered in the Nevada Trophy Fish 
Program the following must apply: 

1.	 Fish must be taken legally from Nevada waters.
2.	 Weight is to be taken of whole fish before freezing.
3.	 Length is to be measured from tip of nose to tip of tail.
4.	 Measurements must be witnessed by two other persons,  
	 at least one of whom must not be a relative of angler  
	 entering contest.
5.	 Angler must provide positive means of identifying the species  
	 of fish and include an adequate photograph.*
6.	 Entry must be made within calendar year of date caught  
	 to be included in that year’s contest.

  1.	 Largemouth Bass	 5 lbs.
  2. 	Smallmouth Bass	 3 lbs.
  3. 	Spotted Bass	 2 lbs.
  4. 	Striped Bass	 20 lbs.
  5. 	White Bass	 2 lbs.
  6. 	Carp	 15 lbs.
  7. 	Bullhead Catfish	 1 lb.
  8. 	Channel Catfish	 10 lbs.
  9. 	White Catfish	 4 lbs.
10. 	Black Crappie	 2 lbs.
11. 	White Crappie	 2 lbs.
12. 	Arctic Grayling	 0.5 lb.
13. 	Sacramento Perch 	 2 lbs.
14. 	Yellow Perch	 0.5 lb.
15. 	Kokanee Salmon	 2 lbs.

16. 	Silver Salmon	 5 lbs.
17. 	Bluegill Sunfish	 1 lb.
18. 	Green Sunfish	 0.5 lb.
19. 	Redear Sunfish	 0.5 lb.
20. 	Brook Trout	 2 lbs.
21. 	Brown Trout	 5 lbs.
22. 	Cutthroat Trout	 10 lbs.
23. 	Bull Trout	 0.5 lb.
24. 	Mackinaw Trout	 10 lbs.
25. 	Rainbow Trout	 5 lbs.
26. 	Rainbow/Cutthroat Hybrid Trout  	 10 lbs.
27. 	Tiger Trout	 2 lbs.
28. 	Walleye	 6 lbs.
29. 	Mt. Whitefish	 1 lb.
30. 	Wiper (White/Striped Bass Hybrid)	 5 lbs.

7.	 If the fish being entered is a possible Nevada State  
	 Record, the fish must be weighed on a scale which  
	 has been certified as accurate. The fish must also be  
	 witnessed by a Nevada Department of Wildlife  
	 employee.

*All photos submitted may be used in NDOW publications 
and on the agency website unless otherwise requested.

Mail entries and photos to:
Fisheries Division

Nevada Department of Wildlife
1100 Valley Rd.

Reno, Nevada 89512

Nevada Trophy Fish Entry Form
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 Nevada Angler Questionnaire
	 Each year, the Nevada Department of Wildlife gathers information on recreational fishing success in Nevada in order 
to maintain and improve the fisheries resources of the state.  One of the main methods used to obtain this information is 
a questionnaire sent directly to you, the angler.
	 Your name may be selected from our angling license records from 2011 to complete this questionnaire.  
Please keep track of your days fished, the waters you fished and how many fish were caught and released.  If you do 
receive an Angler Questionnaire next year, your information will be much more accurate if you keep a log of the past year’s 
(2011) angling days.

Name of each stream, pond, lake or 
reservoir fished in Nevada during 2011. 
(Please include the mountain range, if 

known, for streams you fished.)

County where 
water is located.

Number of 
days fished 

on each water.

Total number 
of fish caught, 
including those 

released.

Number 
of fish 

released.

B C D E F

Example:  Thomas Creek/Carson Range Washoe 1 10 5

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Nevada Angler Questionnaire





Nevada’s Free Fishing Day is
Saturday, June 11, 2011

First Place - Leanne Perez 
Silver Stage Middle School
Silver Springs, NV

Congratulations to the Winners of the 2010 
Nevada Free Fishing Day Poster Contest

Runner-up - Wenny LuPinon Hills ElementaryMinden, NV

Runner-up - Karina Peterson

Pinon Hills Elementary

Minden, NV


