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August 6, 2009

Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners
1100 Valley Road
Reno, NV 89512

Dear Commissioners:

On behalf of the 18 directors and 3500 members of NBU-Reno I would like to express our great concern
about the ability of Gerald Lent to continue leading the Commission as chair. At the last Commission
meeting in Lovelock Chairman Lent showed open hostility toward NBU in trying to reverse a decision
made by the Heritage Committee to award NBU three Heritage tags to auction at our next banquet. After
the Heritage Committee meeting Chairman Lent openly berated two NBU board members attacking them
personally using profanity and telling them “payback is hell” and “next year you will be lucky to get a
turkey tag”. This was to an organization (NBU) that has raised millions for the Heritage fund in the last 12
years, Chairman Lent went on to make similar statements on the record at the commission meeting the
next day including a false accusation that another commissioner was denied admission to our annual
banquet. He has also used the public forum to openly ctiticize and berate the NDOW Director and other
NDOW employees, and has been rude and made disparaging rematks to women appearing before the
commission. This conduct is both unprofessional and unethical, and is an obvious abuse of power.

As the largest volunteer sportsman’s organization in Nevada we have raised millions of dollars and logged
tens of thousand volunteer hours in support of Nevada’s wildlife and feel we have a right to be heard and
treated with respect. In the past 5 years we have funded and actively paticipated in numerous big game
trap and transplants, water enhancement projects, predator control projects, wildhorse control on the
Sheldon, mule deer and elk studies, sage grouse studies, several youth hunting and fishing forums, and
many range restoration projects. Because of our efforts all Nevadans have had increased opportunuities to
hunt or otherwise enjoy wildlife.

Chairman Lent is certainly entitled to his opinion but we feel that his apparent lack of objectivity and
inability to depersonalize disagreement is a huge drawback in leading a state commission. We think his
behavior puts the Commission at risk to legal action and is not the positive leadership needed to address
the many wildlife issues facing our state. We strongly urge you to elect another chair at your next meeting.

Your attention in the matter is greatly appreciated. We look forward to finding common ground to work
together in the future

Sincerely,

Nevadans working for the future of Nevada’s wildlife.
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Coalition for Nevada’s Wildlife, Inc.
Post Office Box 70143

Reno, Nevada 89570-0143
August 10, 2009

Re: Election of Officers at the August 2009 Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners Meeting
Wildlife Commissioners:

The Coalition for Nevada’s Wildlife (Coalition) wishes to express our extreme disappointment
with the lack of professionalism, ethics and misrepresentation of the will of the sportsmen and
County Wildlife Advisory Boards by Chairman Gerald Lent. Over the course of the past year
the Chairman has repeatedly pursued his own personal agenda, at times in direct opposition to
the interests of the sportsmen of the State. Please see the attachment for a documentation of the
Coalition’s concerns.

As sportsmen and conservationists we all face serious challenges to the long-term sustainability
of our hunting and ﬁshmg heritage as well as our wildlife resources. We cannot afford to bicker
over differences in opinion any longer. Moving forward the Commission must hear all sides of
an issue, make an honest assessment of the facts, and above all else make the decisions that are
best for this State’s sportsmen conservation community and wildlife resources. To do so
requires a chairman who is respectful to all of those who wish to take part in the Commission
process and Department personnel. The Chalrman must accurately represent the collective will
of the County Advisory Boards and pubhc even when they conflict with personal views,
particularly when representmg such views in the State Leg1slature '

The Coalition strongly urges the Wildlife Commission to change leadershlp for the upcoming
year. The position of Chairman is vital since it is the chairman that is recognized as the official
representative of the Commission, sets Commission agendas, sets the tone for public
involvement and appoints membership to Committees of the Commission. We urge you to
restore cohesive leadership that will work with, not against, the Department of Wildlife, County
Advisory Boards, sportsmen, and the pubhc L

Thank you,
Larry Johnson, President
Tom Smith, Vice President

Jim Jackson, Treasurer

Coalition for Nevada’s Wildlife Directors:

Joel Blakeslee Mel Belding Bob Brunner
Judi Caron Fred Church Jeremy Drew
Billie Gregory Hugh Judd

NEVADA SPORTSMEN AND CONSERVATIONISTS WORKING FOR THE
ENHANCEMENT OF WILDLIFE AND HABITAT.
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Attachment 1
Documentation of Agenda Manipulations
and Inconsistencies During the 2009 Legislative Session

Re:  Election of Officers: August 14, 2009 Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners Meeting

August 2009 Commission Meeting:

The agenda has been amended to place Election of Officers as the #1 item. Placing this item
ahead of public comment and approval of the agenda minimizes input from the public and
County Wildlife Advisory Boards. Not allowing public or Advisory Board Comment is in stark
contrast to the intent of the process and open meeting forum.

June 2009 Commission Meeting:

Coalition members in attendance at the meeting took exception to two particular actions taken by
the Chairman. For a chairman to chastise the Director of the Department of Wildlife in a public
forum is unprofessional and detrimental to the moral of the Department. The Director is
appointed by the Governor, and any review or questions of his performance should be directed to
the Governor. The Commission, by statute (NRS501-181), has the authority to set policy and
regulations, not dictate the daily operations or conduct personnel evaluations.

The chairman also called into question the integrity of two prominent sportsmen’s organizations
that had requested to be vendors of 2010 Heritage Tags. The information provided was based on
rumor and factually inaccurate. The Chair implied that the Heritage Tag Committee’s
recommendations were made without the necessary background knowledge of these
organizations “track records”. The Chairman of the Commission must be able to present
accurate and unbiased information while facilitating such decisions. To provide false
information in a public forum in order to sway a vote and belittle a Commission Subcommittees’
decision is bias and unprofessional.

These actions are concerning in that the Commission, Department and sportsmen must work
together to achieve common goals. These types of actions create animosity among the
Commission and between the Commission and those who inform and are involved with the
process. Differences of opinion must be handled in an unbiased, respectful and professional

April 2009 Special Legislative Meeting:

After receiving a great deal of protest for not listing legislative items for action during the March
2009 regularly scheduled Commission Meeting, and upon recommendation of several
Commissioners, Chairman Lent scheduled a special legislative meeting on April 6™, The
schedule conflicted with an Assembly hearing schedule for that afternoon.

County Advisory Boards forwarded unanimous opposition to Assembly Bills 362 and 516, and
unanimous support for Assembly Bill 183. The Commission followed the recommendations of
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the County Advisory Boards, while Chairman Lent voted against the motion to oppose AB 362,
abstained on the motion to oppose AB 516 and voted against a motion to support AB 183.

In the April 8 Assembly Natural Resource Hearing, Chairman Lent reported the Commission’s
support for AB-183, but was not clear if the Commission supported the proposed amendments.
Assemblyman Goicoechea, the Bill’s primary sponsor, had to point out that it was actually the
Wildlife Commission's recommended amendments that had been included.

March 2009 Commission Meeting:

At the February Wildlife Commission Meeting, Assembly Bills 241 and 362 were discussed.
Both Bills received universal opposition from County Advisory Boards and sportsmen in
attendance. Chairman Lent, on behalf of himself, subsequently testified in an Assembly Hearing
in favor of AB 362 with full knowledge of statewide opposition. During a subsequent
Commission Legislative Subcommittee meeting, Chairman Lent omitted these Bills from the
agenda. This prevented sportsmen’s input, and did not allow the Subcommittee
recommendations be advanced to the full Wildlife Commission. At the March Wildlife
Commission Meeting, Chairman Lent modified the agenda so that legislative issues were
"information only", preventing the full Commission from taking any action to support or oppose
any particular Bill during a critical juncture in the Legislative Session.

February 2009 Commission Meeting:

During the February 2009 Wildlife Commission Meeting changes in Commission Policy 1 were
opposed by every County Advisory Board and sportsman in attendance. The proposed policy
changes were:

1. Commission conducting personnel reviews of the NDOW Director.,

a) Review of Director: Annually, or as needed, the Commission will review the
performance of the Director of NDOW. The Commission may elect to forward this
review to the Governor of Nevada in accordance with the duties as prescribed in
Nevada Revised Statutes.

2. Commission acceptance (or rejection) of all grants and matching funds, along with control
of how these funds are spent.

b) Acceptance of gifts, grants, donations, and bequests: 41l gifis, grants, donations, a
and bequests made to the Nevada Department of Wildlife, or any sub-agency thereof, will
be presented to the Commission for acceptance and recognition. The Commission shall
be allowed to offer input on which programs monetary gifts should be allocated. State
grants, federal grants, PIW donations, and Operation Game Thief donations are
specifically excluded from the requirements of this policy.

In spite of overwhelming opposition to these concepts, Chairman Lent referred the matters back

to a subcommittee for "rewording". However, the same wording was inserted into Assembly Bill
516 within 30 days.
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The Commission also considered a petition from Mr. Ira Hansen requesting to clarify and define
what “disturb” is in NRS 503.454.2 regarding trapping. The petition was denied by the
commission on a 7-2 vote, with no further clarifications requested. However, Mr. Hansen
presented an amendment to Senate Bill 411 during the legislative session based on a letter of
request from Chairman Lent on Commission letterhead (see attachment 2). There is no record
showing the Commission’s desire for legislative clarification on the matter.
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May 12, 2009

Ira Hattsen

58 Hardy Drive
Sparks, NV 89431
(775) 626-7777
(775) 322-8889 Fax

Dear Mr., Hansen;

As you know, the Attorney General's opinion expressed during your petition hearing at
the Wildlife Commission about "disturb” as currently interpreted creales a difficulty in
being flexiblc with palicy. Further clarification by the legislature will give the Wildlife
Commission ar: opportunity to address this gruy area in the law,
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Gerald A. Lent, O.D,
Chairman

EANING Rae, ¥R,

UM CANB RS
Loveres

Wy ey i




This is for the State Wildlife Commission. I am reading this at the County level to
follow the proper process and so all of the State Commissioners have an opportunity

to read this before they vote for the next Chairman of the State Wildlife Commission.

I would like to formally request that you choose a new Chairman for the next year. The
current Chairman has had a year to try his formula for success. In this year the Chairman
has divided this Commission, ignored the CAB’s, voted directly against public input,
created a rift with the Department, and has failed to work effectively with the Director.
The Chairman has testified in the legislature to prevent new money from coming into the
Department and he has alienated sportsmen’s groups that raise and give hundreds of
thousands of dollars to the Department of Wildlife.

There will always be differing opinions. I would hope that you select a Chairman who
will gather the voice of the CAB’s, add the voice of the public and the reality of the
Department and lead us all down a path that is best for Nevada wildlife.

You all have an individual vote. I ask that you hold yourself accountable, and the new

Chairman — whoever that is — to always put Nevada wildlife first.
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To all members of the Commission,

I am going into my fourth year as a CAB member. In the past three years I have
experienced three different chairmen on this commission, and three different leadership
styles. My first two years I felt there was continuity amongst the staff at NDOW, the
commission and the CAB’s. This last year that was not the case. I believe for the most
part there is still continuity with the CAB’s and the Department, but I don’t feel that was
the case with the commission. We the public, whether it be CAB members,
representative’s of sportsman’s or special interest groups, or just Joe public representing
him or herself, we have seen the leadership of this commission act in a manner that is
completely unacceptable. We have witnessed bashing from this commission, on the
Department, the Director, Biologists from the department and even you commissioner’s
to each other. The behavior of the leadership of this commission is completely
unacceptable! The Department, the commission and the CAB’s must work together.
None of us are always going to get everything the way we want it nor would or should we
expect to. But we must work together.

I personally believe this position that we are all currently in is a direct result of the
leadership of this commission. It is time to rectify this. You the commission are at a point
that it is time to establish the leadership of this commission for the upcoming year.

Do you want to see another year like this last one? I say no. Each and every one of you
commissioner’s have a say in what path this commission is going to follow. Each and
every one of you have a say in who you want to lead this commission. I ask you take
responsibility and look at what is best for all Nevada and our Wildlife not just a few.
This is not an easy task, I know each and everyone of you believe you a going to do your
best as to what is right for our state. What we and all of you don’t agree on is the path to
take. It is time to put this ship back on course, bring back continuity amongst us all to the
best of all our ability and to elect the proper leadership to steer us back on course.

Thank you for taking the time to listen.

Regards,
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Rick Smith Chairman WCAB




