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Wednesday, November 9, 2011 @ 1:00 p.m.

1 Call to Order 1 Chairman McNinch
Chairman McNinch called meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.

Chairman McNinch welcomed everyone in attendance and introduced the committee
members. Commissioner Jeremy Drew, Rural Sportsman Representative, Jack Robb,
Washoe County Sportsman Representative, Rob Buonamici, Chief of Law Enforcement,
and he is the Washoe County Representative for Conservation Community. The
meeting in Las Vegas, there were i n d i v iegdpactaliofss quorum, have an open
dialogue and respectful to e v e r y cconen@rds. Everybody has concerns from a
different prospective. In Las Vegas there were concerns from the meeting they had
walked slightly outside the intent of the Legislation, SB 226 and possibly with the
agenda. He has had communication with the Chairman McBeath of the Nevada Board
of Wildlife Commission and the Attorney Ge n e r @fficé. §he decision was they took
note of the concerns. We will manage honoring the system, there has not been a formal
complaint filed. This is a complex difficult process to go through. There are a lot of
different interest and issues. There is a lot of interpretation in regards to SB226. There
may be a point when we go through the public comment he will bring back your
comments to the public safety, he referred to agenda item number 4.

2 Approval of Agenda i For Possible Action
The Committee will review the agenda and may take action to approve the
agenda. The Committee may remove items from the agenda, combine items for
consideration or take items out of order.

Commissioner Robb makes a motion to approve the agenda as written, seconded by
Commissioner Drew. All in favor. Motion passed.

3* Review of SB 226 - Informational
The Committee will be briefed on SB 226 and associated statutory requirements of the
Commission.

Rob Buonamici, Chief Game Warden said over the years the first instances that initiated
looking at trapping regulation, there was an instance up Thomas White Creek area in
2006, a pet dog was caught in a trap and as a result of that incident the Trappers
Association, TrailSafe got together and worked out a reasonable solution to address
that issue and as a result to that there was an amendment to NAC 504.340. The
amendment consisted of firapping is prohibited within a 1000 feet of each side of the
following designated hiking trails established within that portion of the Humboldt Toiyabe
National Forest that is located North of the Washoe County line West of U S 395 etc
e t o&hose trails were listed that addressed that situation, both parties came together
to work out that solution. In 2010 there was a feral cat that was caught in a trap in a city
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park in Sparks within the city limits. TrailSafe and the Trappers Association again, got
together again to work on the situation, through the regulatory process. There was a
meeting hosted by one of the attorneys in town present were TrailSafe and Nevada
Trappers Association and other interested parties got together and came up with a Law
Enforcement perspective reasonable solution. There was a petition drafted by TrailSafe
and presented to Board of Wildlife Commissioners, petition was never adopted.
TrailSafe went to the Legislature this last session and SB226 was the result of that.
SB226 had language similar to the original product that was with the meetings of
TrailSafe and Nevada Trappers Association. The Legislature then struck a good portion
of that language and the Legislature did adopt was that the Commission was to adopt
regulations governing the trapping of Furbearing mammals in a residential area in a
county whose population is 100,000 or more. Attached to the agenda is what is referred
to as trapping regulation frame work, this is what we came up with as a starting point,
andisopen to discussion. What that does is it6©o
than a box or a cage trap within 1000 feet of residents within the borders of Clark and
Washoe Counties. We stayed focused on what the Legislature mandated we address.
We also have an exemption in there the provisions of this section do not apply to an
employee of the department acting in an official capacity. He gave an example, if an
employee had to go out an trap a raccoon, rabies vector species, they could do it.

Chairman McNinch asked the committee if they had questions.

Committee had none.

4 Review draft trapping regulation i For Possible Action
The Committee will be presented with a draft trapping regulation and may take action to
provide direction to staff on recommended changes.

Chairman McNinch asked Mr. Buonamici to give them an update.

Mr. Buonamici said it is unlawful to set a trap within 1000 feet of a residence within the
borders of Clark and Washoe County. An exemption for Nevada Department of Wildlife
(NDOW) employees acting in official capacity, second exemption the provision of this
section do not apply to a person trapping under authority of a permit issued by the
department, i.e., the pest control companies who have our permits would be exempted
from the provisions of this regulation. Nothing in this section is intended to prevent a
person from controlling unprotected mice using a mouse trap in or about their
residence. Section 4 provides definitions fbox or cage trapso ,means any device,
designed to contain or confine an animal within a box or cage. Any device designed,
built or made to close upon any portion of an animal shall not be considered a box or

cage trap. AResi denced mean semanhoy otherdouildirey, room
designed and intended for occupancy as a res
whose structure and function indicates a device specifically designed for catching mice.

AUnprotected miced means al l unprotected rod

starting point and everybody is welcome to comment on this and make suggestions.
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Chairman McNinch said we will go to public comment. He asked the public to stick to
the time limit and the topic. Conducting an open meeting and open dialogue, it is hard to
stay on topic. Once we have gone through our public comment for statutory of our
meeting we will open up for a dialogue, suggestions and thoughts.

Commissioner Robb said there will be a three minute time limit for an individual and for
an official representative of an organization there is six minutes.

Public Comment

Trish Swain, Director of Trail Safe Nevada said thank you very much Chairman
McNinch and members for holding these public hearings, she had no idea it would be
this large and formal. When we started TrailSafe in 2007 we would even have any
controversy what so ever, they thought it was common since that nobody would want
traps in areas where shooting is not permitted. Obvious common sense that nobody
wants a pet trapped, but of course the Nevada Trappers Association agrees with them
and has all a | o nhgr.that this ha8 becomenas z ipalitigized issue. She
would hope that we do not get caught in a political agreement; and hope we would just
look at the basic common sense of public safety, protecting our pets, protecting our
citizens, and protecting our animals. She presented a map of congested areas of
Washoe County this is a map that shows the congested areas of Washoe County. | will
restrict my remarks to Washoe County the Clark County people will talk to you about
Clark County. She said she will just make a few quick remarks and then she said she
will get into the suggested regulation. She also said she would like to point out that
Nevada has grown 35.1% from 2000 to 2010 where as the USA has only grown in
population 9.7%, Washoe County has had tremendous growth and with growth you get
new social attitudes and new social situations as well as new fiscal situations where our
subdivisions and our suburbs are moving into what was previously rural country. She

think 1itoswmrbdti oduesl ialnedr at e &aml she Wilkgetiright te thee s t

regulation and by covering and make most of the points she would like to make. SB
226 specifically requires the Board of Wildlife Commissioners to adopt regulations
governing the trapping of animals. As currently written, this is like a draft that we are
going to build on, she believes what we have on this piece of paper here that Rob has
written do not meet the goal that we would all like to see. First of all the draft regulation
refer only to residents within the borders of Clark County or Washoe County. While
Clark and Washoe County are currently the only counties with a population of 100,000
or more this could change in the future. As such the draft regulation should explicitly
state that the regulations apply to any county with a population of 100,000 or more. In
addition the draft regulations allow body gripping traps within 1000 feet of a residence.
To close to have a protective effect and to difficult to determine therefore, Trail Safe has
determined along with our many supporters that the only reasonable boundary for what
we are all trying to accomplish here would be the entire firearms congested areas of
Washoe County. We have a map, a clear definition of what those areas are, those
areas will expand as population expands, taking care ofthe pr obl em s o
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toconstantly be readdr essi ndavedclue wh&H@O fpee r son al
looks like, she knows her dog can run 1000 feet in a split second. That brings us to the

leash laws which is a little out of context herebutlk now it 6s going to cO0me
laws do allow dogs in congested areas if they are under voice command. Now we do

not live in New York Citywed on o6t even | i velveoutherawher¥magtas t he
of us can even walk or take a very brief ride and be out in outback. And one of the

great pleasures of living in Washoe County and in Nevada general is having open

space where our dogs can run. We do not feel that we need to keep dogs on leashes

for the entire county.

Chairman McNinch asked Ms. Swain please tie it back to public safety, he understands
that we can address that under regular public comment.

Ms. Swain said she would get into the regulations here that we are talking about body

gripping device the definitions make since | think we can agree on that. The

prohibitions, it would be unlawful for any person to set use of body gripping trap within

the firearms congested areas. It would be unlawful now here we get into the private

property argument we do not believe that we can exempt private property we believe

that the permit situation needs to be looked at, if a citizen wants a permit to trap on his
private property why candét we t aaldktrappmgpint att i
general and look at a more humane attitude where we exhaust humane means such as

fences, guard dogs, lamas and burrows if you ever herd animals, scaring coyotes its

usually coyotes people are complaining about scaring them away, sealing up entrances

to your home. Why can we not have a permit process that requires the home owner be

instructed inhuman and non lethal methods of nuisance control before a permit is

issued. The other point | want to make is that idea on traps because with that idea on
trapsldondt see how wegulateotnagpidg. pawshss bday iyempowered

to do so because of the language whichshewon 6t have time to go int
226 you are empowered you do have the authority to require idea on traps there is no

way we can regulate trapping unless we know who set that trap, who is responsible and

hold them responsible for any pets or domestic animals or any other infraction.

Chairman McNinch said if you have any written comments you can give them to the
Recording Secretary and they can have them included in the minutes and provide
opportunity for more discussion shortly. He said he would like to make a point of
clarification, they are going to hear the registration aspect and the visitation aspect with

regards to trapping requirements and he wants to make it very clear that these are

already contained in state statue, Nevada Revised Statue their statutory language this
committee does not have the authority, neither does the Commission to address those

issues directly. It would have to be handled through Legislative process, so he wants to

make sure that everybodyds expectations are
even if this committee was charged with dealing with the specific issues and it would

not be able to that statutory language and it has to be dealt with at another arena.

Nevada Revised Statue specifically addressest hat whi ch i s a | egisl at
what our elected officials down at the Legislature are there to make laws specifically
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addresses the visitation issue, visitation of traps which is currently set at 96 hours and it
specifically addresses the issue of registration of traps which currently reads may

register traps,i t doesno6t require the DOWaThat patticularb e

process to effect change in that arena is not something that this committee or the
Commission can do directly. They are dealing with regulations, those are statutory

issues and are handled through the legislature,t hat 6 s 0 uthisdordngtteerchra t

do. Whatever is approved through here is not specifically going to address those issues
because of their statutory.

Commissioner Drew asked Ms. Swain he did read the attachments that you provided
prior to the meeting, he wanted to make a clarification because on page 2 of your
handout under prohibitions under A, it talks about unlawful to set a body gripping trap
etc, etc, within the boundaries of either Clark or Washoe County, so he is a little
confused you because today you talked about limiting that more to a congested area,
could you please clarify what your groups position on that is.

Ms. Swain said this was written in a general way because we were not sure at the time
it was written and handed in what the people of Clark County would be talking about.
Evidentially the whole county is firearms protected, s h e  w auserih@ exact language.
This was written in advance to that, what we are requesting today is that the entire
firearms congested areas of Washoe County, not the entire county.

Caron Tayloe, representing self said she is a resident of Washoe County since
childhood and she also worked in Douglas County. At the present time, part of the
reason she is here because of some of the things she has encountered in her work in
Douglas County. She is interested in the ability of NDOW to be able to regulate further

regulate trapping, and to regulate trappers and traps. Herc oncer n i s t hat

seem to understand that identification of traps and to visit traps every 24 hours actually

reg

pec

is a safety issue. I f you e wameonddepetinabtrapki ng a

or even for that matter other wildlife such as eagles in traps, which has happened to
her, she believes that is a safety issue for all involved. She also believes that checking
traps every 24 hours is part of the humane process and she doesnd know why they

would think that looking at humanei ssues i s not part of safety

ani mal or S 0 meher pmféssion gheyt have a Nevada State Board that
regulates their activities with respect their interaction with the public. Her board makes
it very clear that it exists to protect the public and to ensure safety. Her hope is that
t hat 0 sheywdnad here and that also in her belief includes taking a look at some of
these issues that they might have to go back to the legislature about.

Bob Brunner, representing self said he wants to go ahead and support the efforts of the
Nevada Trapping Association and what they are trying to do and he would also like to
like to remind everybody that they are sticking to SB 226, the issues at hand and the
charge that the committee has been given as far as sticking to facts on what your trying
to get done here, sticking to the regulations that you can and he wanted to have
everybody stick to those issues if they could.
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Jim Puryear, representing self said he agrees with the trappers view of this situation, he

said he would like to make one comment when he felt a little bit endangered on hiking

trails with his dogs, he said he always kept his dogs on a leash when anyone else is

around. His dogs are trained and he thinks probably better than 99% of the other

peopl e 6 sheahlytnehefdfitendkangered i s when someoneds d
minded and attacked his dog and you get in between them. He thinkst hat 6 s j ust a
all to let them run which is unsafe for the public. He knows he could sue them when he

was bitten but he di dndét , « andissue.t The 24 jhaur check maybe in the
congested areas within a couple of miles but
and day and they are two different issues and looked at the legislature.

Billy Howard, representing self said private property exemption is the issue we most
sifted at TrailSafe meetings. They met with the Nevada Farm Bureau, Representative
Doug Busselman one and a half months ago and discussed his concern that people do
whatever they wish on their own property. They tested taking the issue off the table,
each time they came back to it and they found the regulation would not meet the criteria
of reasonable if it did not indeed include the prohibition of body gripping traps
throughout the entirety of the targeted locales. Box capture and other non destructive to
limb or life traps will of course remain perfectly legal as a means of property owners to
protect their land without the owners of maiming or killing a neighbors pet as surely
some dogs do get loose or worse the adventures child who has hopped her fence to
investigate the wide world on the other side. If private property were to be exempted
just exactly where would leg hold traps be banned, in the streets, in business corridors,
on the margins of public parks, but not the residences that abut their borders. Private
property must not be exempted from the new trapping ban. Although trap identification
is covered in NRS it would not necessarily require a new law to reinstate mandatory trap
identification registration. Wildlife Commission has authority to make regulations. We
strongly urge mandatory trap identification; Chief Buonamici was quoted in the Las
Vegas Review Journal on Monday, t s | i ke a | icense plate wh
robbery you can get the plate number, b u t itds probadldiyChiaf st ol e
Buonamici conclusion therefore that we should do away with automobile licenses all
together. A trapping identification should not involve personal data, but should be
tracked with the current register of trapping license numbers. This could only benefit
NDOW wardens job by instantly identifying a trap as placed by commercial interests, a
personal business or a so called recreational trappers. Perhaps some sabotaging might
occur of what, one to three percent of all traps, must that preclude the grader good a
mandatory identification can do f or N Drote/ éndorcenthel lawg adstly die
would leave you with Article Three of the Universal Declaration of Animal Rights
adopted by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization in 1978.
If it is necessary to kill an animal it must be instantaneous, painless, and cause no
apprehension .

Chairman McNinch reminded the public if it does not relate to this agenda item in
regards to public safety, please refrain to public comment period.
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Mark Hutchison, Critter Control said basically he is representing Critter Control he can
also speak for industries, pest controls industry we are licensed by the Department of
Agriculture, NDOW, California, Nevada, and by the Department of Defense. They are
looking for total exemptions from this regulation; basically he would like to see
commercial nuisance wildlife control or pest measurement service providers, in the
course of the work for which they are licensed or permitted by the state of Nevada,
county, state and federal employees, and the conduct of their official duties of animal
management. We use a lot of tools in the trade to rid animals from commercial and
residential structures. Also from public and private property, 40% of their businesses
from the state of Nevada, cities, counties and from the federal government to hold them
to a standard that would not work for the industry would be detrimental to their
businesses, that would include pest control and nuisance wildlife control, the agencies
and businesses that have signed on. he has also presented a letter from some
organizations, Critter Control, Western Exterminators, Nevada Pest Management
Association, Nevada Pest Control Association, National Wildlife Control Operators
Association, Carson Creature Catchers, and Nevada Department of Agriculture.

Commissioner Drew asked Mr. Hutchison where do you operate most of these, private
property, municipal property, public property within the congested zones.

Mr. Hutchison said they do, they might trap skunks for the City of Reno out of a public
restroom or underneath a building, and probably 30-40% of the business is generated
on public property other than private property. There are a lot of areas where they have
problems with nuisance wildlife.

Commissioner Drew asked Mr. Hutchison your saying the use of just box or cage traps
is a pretty big restriction on how effective your operation is.

Mr. Hutchinson said it would be detrimental, you figure that when we control gofers or
moles in lawns the most wildly used trap is a body gripping trap that would be banned
under this regulation.

Commissioner Robb asked Mr. Hutchison do you consider your business in effect of
public health and safety matter controlling gofers for kids playing in parks not stepping
in gofer holes and injuring a leg.

Mr. Hutchison said that is true basically their companies are here to protect public safety
and health environment, peoples living environments from wild animals, it is a huge
problem as they know statewide. Most state agencies and county agencies cannot deal
with the problem, you have pest control companies and nuisance wildlife control
companies stepping up and doing that service for the community.

Chairman McNinch noted Mr. Hutchison referenced some agencies, they did have a
Board of Agriculture representative down in Las Vegas and he represented to them with
the same letter and made it clear that most of the pest control operators were involved
and he was representing their interest through this letter. He also said that it was a
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concern in their Commission meeting to make sure that there was contact made to each
of those organizations and that again an impression that therawar e of what éds g
and he wanted to note that.

Joel Blakeslee, President of Nevada Trappers Association said he would like to

comment on a couple of things, the first one is very importantto use andthat 6 s t he t e
public safety. He doesn6t bel i eve i n anyvheywagthreditapublicor f o
safety, you go on the internet and see if you can find any incidence of a child being

caught, like is being represented and characterized all the time, it is simply not there.

This is a deal that deals with dogs and cats occasionally; this is the next thing he would

like to say. He would like to keep this in perspective. There have been a couple of

i solated incidenceb6s the amount o fvoyearseougy t h
would of thought they would of caught every dog in the county, that is not the case.

This is an isolated thing, they have never caught a person, never caught a child and he

takes offense to that characterization and would ask that they leave that language out of

this discussion. As far as the pets go they work very hard to avoid that, the efforts that

they go to they are very good at it, occasionally it happens, things happen in this world.

Dogs get hit by cars, get distemper, coyotes get them, stuff happens. Its infrequent
occurrence and this has become somewhat of a witch hound | guess. He said that now

that he got that off his chest, they are here in a spirit of cooperation to come up with

something that satisfies as many people as possible. We have no interest in catching

pets in fact they have a big disinterest in catching pets, that is not what they want to do

and he want to make that crystal clear. As far as SB 226 and what this regulation

entails he believes that they are talking about five components, one is the distance from

dwellings, two is the definition of boundaries where they are going to talk about

counties, congested areas, distances from houses, and he believes private property

needs to be on the table. They are going to discuss riparian and waterways, and

excluded parties like Mr. Hutchinson just talked about. He believes those are the five

things we need to focus on. As far as the peripheral issuesi f ewgeidgrto talk about

them he will do that at a later time and he certainly has a lot to say about that.

Commissioner Robb asked Mr. Blakeslee do you or anyone you know trap within 1000
feet currently.

Mr. Blakeslee said no.
Commissioner Robb said within 1000 yards.

Mr. Blakeslee said occasionally you might trap some muskrats in a ditch by house but
for the terrestrial creatures no not for fur trapping very often if ever.

Commissioner Robb said waterways are a different scenario.

Mr. Blakeslee said terrestrial.
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Chairman McNinch said he will have questions on waterways because theydi dndét get
that opportunity to discuss downinlLasVegas si mpl e f act being th:
have the riparian areas that they do so they can see that i t pgobably more of an issue

that needed to be addressed up here and think they faulted up here.

Mr. Blakeslee said Ira Hansen has language in regards to that, and he will be
presenting today. They are on board with that language.

Tom Smith, representing self said a couple of issues it looks to me that someone is

trying to expand this way beyond the legislations intent. It was to address counties with

100,000 or more population, now their talking about expanding that again identification

which would be all of our state, time limits which would again affect all of our state. They

are extrapolating that because they are saying that maybe they have more population in

some of our counties in our future right now
going beyond the intent of the legislature to start bringing some of these other things in

put them on the table. Theyr eal 'y shoul dndét whenwaaraltalleng sed h
about two counties, Washoe County and Cl ark County. And t

intended. Now we talked about humane ways of trapping an animal on your property

I 6 mrry fiwomane is not exactly a way a coyote or a raccoon treats their animals. There

€
h

is probably not very few people in this roor
property and kil one of ‘their pets, eitot 6s no
take them to the veterinarian. He thinks that when he is talking about that he really

talking about public safety is also making su

houses the people of private property have the right to trap on their own property and
protect their families and their pets. He thinks t h at 6 gantipantpob public safety,
that 6 s wh was eallhgoing with that. Thatdé s  a ledlly warged to say he thinks
that private property should be exempted the people should have the right to protect
themselves and their pets on their property and that there is nothing humane about the
way other animals treat our pets.

Darrell Ennes, Terminex said he represents the Structural Pest Control Industries which
is slightly different, some of the other (inaudible) that you will be hearing from today and
had heard from. He agrees with the principal of what Mr. Hutchison said from Critter
Control. He wanted to address specifically the structural pest control side, wondering
why you exemptedmi ce but hav e n 0Alsomotes, votes and gofers, many
states when they have concerns about trapping will give exemptions for the common 5,
rats, mice, moles, voles, and gofers . You think about publi
then the only other way would be baits, baits are far more of a health concern, a child
could ingest bait except for debilitating injuries far more than a child would maybe stick
their hand in a mouse or a rat trap. He dkmavofmadytpets that have died or been
injured seriously by stepping on a rat trap, if so can someone let him know. He just
thinkst h a't webre | icensed by hehhinksAhgtrthe studturalb r e De
pest control industries should have exemption similar to like they would have a permit

from you.

saf

(@)
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Harvey Logan, Western Exterminator Company said pretty much that he would like to
see accomplished has already been submitted to you. He thinks that at your meeting
down in Las Vegas a letter was submitted on behalf of the pest control industry along
with others, he would like to seek a full exemption for their industry. The draft
regulations unfortunately do not go far enough with regards to exempting as catching a
rat in a mouse trap would be difficult and they need to be worked on.

Robbin Palmer, representing self she supports the regulations promoting checking traps

at least every 24 hours. She had an opportunity yesterday, approached a friend who

was in a discussion with a trapper and the trapper was of course talking about the good
things of trapping. Hehad atrapandhe al |l owed the trap, Il donot
the different kinds of traps, but he allowed the trap to snap shut on his fingers to show

how benign it was. She d i dthirik of it at the time but she really wished she asked him

to sit on the curb 24 hours, 48 hours, a week, with that trap on his hand. She thinks that

would have been a more realistic enactment of what trapping really is like.

Chairman McNinch said please stick to the public safety comment period.

Alfred Knepper, representing self said he has been a resident of Reno, Sparks for 31
year s; he also submitted awas geimgaad rhake ithoglaywa s n 6t
Earlier this year they were out in the Dogskin mountain area and our dog got caught in a
wire snare trap right next to the road, had a difficult time getting her out of the snare
becausehedi dndét have phanircutddr regly guite baglly and there was
no indication there were any traps in the area at all. He is not against trapping, he is a
very avid hunter and fisherman himself and he is against indiscriminant trapping and by
that he thinks that in public areas. If they had some kind of indication that there are
traps in the area, if they had something there that said there are traps within 1000 yards
or whatever, then they could choose notto go there. Thi s st uff about well
what 1000 feet is or a 1000 yards, there have been range finders on the market for

years, he has one and their quite accurate. Google Ear t h i f youdre so in
can go out there, you can do it in feet, yards whatever, you can very accurately figure
outhowfar somet hing is in todaybdés worl d, anywher

has to say. Again he would like to have some kind of indication that there are traps in

the area so that people can try to avoid that area if they wish, if not then your gambling,

you canodot take your dandyoa exgeathoebe ableitorrunthéne st at
without any problems. They are not going out there again because they d o n 6 t Kknow i
the trapper is still in the area or not and the dog could have been killed, their like our

kids.

Commissioner Robb asked Mr. Knepper were you in the Red Rock area.

Mr. Napper said no, it was off of Winnemucca Ranch Road make a left in the Dogskin
Mountains.
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Commissioner Robb said close to residents, not close to residents.

Mr. Napper said not close to residents, the BLM, ATV, Moon Rock area where they all

go up there with their Jeeps and climb the rocks is just adjacent to it. He did mention he

is a retired teacher and some years ago they had the summer survival classes up in that

area constanthylfekaredv tatbatudas iw, itdéds a nice are
animals and stuff because there are a lot of trails. If the summer survival classes had

been there then the kids could have got in the traps.

Kitty Jung, Washoe County Commission said thank you so much all of you for your

service and dedication of the wildlife and the citizens of Nevada. In response to the

outcry in Washoe County in 2010 due to the trapping of the skunk and a feral cat she

agenda size trapping laws at the Board of County Commissioners as she believes it

was herdutytodoasaci ti zen and it wassict dwhich yausdittinginm t i z e n ¢
right now, she said this is her district. It was in response to citizens county wide, She

agenda size it against the advice ofourdist r i ct attorneyds office,
no jurisdiction over that. She thought it was important that all the citizens could come
together and all sides could state their case. She met with the Nevada Trappers
Association, Mr. Hutchison, TrailSafe, and other citizens and after many hours of
deliberation testimonytheBoar d of Wil dl i fe Commi ssioners wa
our purview as a board, so they then as a Commission encouraged all three sides to

please get together and work up a compromise so that they would avoid having to make

up any sort of new | egi sl at iomatogethedastheyrhadu nat el
wished, she is not going to point any fingers at anybody here, but she doe s nbélieve

that everybody started out in the spirit of cooperation as they had done in the previous

instance in 2006. She approached Senator Lesley with others to help carry this bill and

in response to nobodyds ever been trapped eit
true. There was a young woman who testified as being caught as a child in a trap and

there was also a doctor who testified of treating many children who had been caught in

traps. Additionally she wishes trappers would take their own responsibility for their

actions and regulates them. She is not a big believer that we need to write a new law

every time somebody gets hurt. Regulate your own, she doesn 6 t believe peopl
today testifying would agree with those trappers that made these mistakes either their

probably not even part of your organization.

Chairman McNinch said please get back on discussion on comment in regards to SB
226 on the draft framework.

Ms. Jung said she also wanted to point out that she is not an anti-hunter but she has

spoken to lots of hunters and most of them are anti-trapper, she thinks t hat 6 s an
important distinction that you make as the subcommittee. In terms to private property

i ssues, why donodt we | ook at best practices
wor ked and what h a s n @ged witha pradectirzgrspenigs ton private ¢ h a
property, she said sheispr etty sure they canot take a do:
property without the proper licensing. She would liketoment i on it doesnoét
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many dogs, cats, children are caughtwhen it matters i s when itos
a trapper or an anti-trapper. Another point she wanted to make is that all legislation or
nearly all legislation in this state that is so diverse includes population thresholds you
can check that for yourself in NRS. Finally when it comes to comparing being humane
to wild animals attacking domestic animals is not compelling, humans have
consciousness and humane is the root word for humanity which would be impossible for
animals to have within them. She hopes they can come to a compromise together and
she believes that we do have some places to start from. Please be creative with the
vendors because you can change some of this and make some different rules for them,
he understands their hardship,b ut d oeasy tor ytwueselves.

Chairman McNinch asked Ms. Jung y o u 8uggesting that with the exterminators the
private businesses to handle those in a different form.

Ms. Jung said yes she thinks that you should and she thinks that you should listen to

some of their issues they probably have some important points to say. She doesn 6 t
believe itdés your job i n gtberbusinessdroittul btiteshe mak e s
does bel i eve i1itds your job i n licemse thatryonehave wh e n
regulations that protect both humans and the animals. Shedoesn 6t t hi nk t heydd
problem with that either, their just saying that is too draconian in her mind, if she may

speak for them and they have never been difficult to deal with and the trappers

association has never been difficult to deal with. She wants you to know that too and

they had a good conversation that evening, she doesn 6t know what went sou
last place she wanted this to end up and this was certainly the last place she wanted it

to end up with the state to make laws that are so blanket and in some ways no

applicable.

Heather Anne Lackey, Carson Creature Catchers said she is also requesting exemption
for all nuisance wildlife and pest control industries. These restrictions on our industries
would be absolutely devastating. They need all the tools that they can have to do the
job that they need to do to protect people, because that is their job is public safety.
Ridding areas, neighborhoods, businesses, of rabies animals is what they do on a daily
basis and they need to not be restricted in any way in their efforts to do that. She thinks

t hat itds | mpaorntéan tf otrigeett tthheey r e al i ssue here
safetyisnotsomuchaset trap rather i1itdés a disease ani
carrying rabies, distemper those animals coming in contact with us as individuals as
homeowners on our own places where they | i v e . T h at 6 shentitlcomesrtoe a | I S
public safety; she hearspubl i ¢ safety is always a concern
really need to look at with public safety is the disease factors that we are regulating and
theyneed to be able to do that, thatds a much
trap could ever be.

Larry Johnson, Presi dent €adadwantstoreterdtecthisisNe vad a

not a public safety issue, it has been blown and we take great exception to that,
comparing this and he seriously question the number of incidence that have been
testified to previously as far as children ever being injured in traps. As far as damage to
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pets you can take a survey and he has called major veterinarian clinics in the area and
asked them how often do you t trap&ersusehowpotien
do you treat an animal who has suffered a coyote bite or a raccoon or whatever. Public
safety to people,t hi s i s not lredliscusked in shis Ggure; dhim dogs have

whoos

been caught twice by leg hold traps and was pretty traumat i ¢ t o mehjsdad.i dnot

The last thing is he personally felt any exemption to commercial should be exempt
should be extended to property owners they should not have to go hire a commercial
entity to protect our livestock and our pets on our property. As Heather Lackey said she
thinks thato $he issue of rabies of Hantavirus of these issues are a heck of a lot more
public safety that a leg hold trap ever will be, and for that reason you need to take mice
from your regulations and expand it to rodents.

Jean Gribbin, Property Owner of Virginia Range saidyou di dndt  wsapablic
safety, she does have a question, the esteem board has been given the task of
changing the senate bill governing traps and other trapping, you guys have the power to
illuminate body gripping traps all together, as a resident of the State of Nevada she
sincerely ask you to please ban leg and body gripping traps, they are unnecessary in
the hunting of animals. She also said with all the BLM land around the state of Nevada,
why trapping even is allowed on property not owned by the hunter. As a property owner
she is interested in that because she chases hunters off of her property. Why is it
allowed?

Chairman McNinch said they are not going to answer that, they would be glad to have
someone talk to you afterwards. He would like to stay on topic as best they can and
thatdos something thatos a Ilittle off th
help you answer that question. He wants to clarify his concerns are you under the
impression that you cannot make comment on public safety issues under this item.

Ms. Gribbin, said no, but you been saying all along that do you have any questions
anything other than public safety; well mine has to do with my own public safety on my
own property.

Chairman McNinch said you can share those thoughts if it has to do with hunting on
your private property, as a hunting issue rather than a trapping issue then we can get
you some help, if you have something specific to trapping.

Ms. Gribbin said the emails regarding this issue she only finds one in favor. Maybe you
should take that into consideration when you deciding on these kinds of leg traps in
regards to bills.

Doug Busselman, Executive Vice President of Nevada Farm Bureau said Nevada Farm
Bureaubs policy position actually exten
het hink itéds i mportant as we | ook at thi
to that private property is included as an exemption is far less than what otherwise our
policy would call for. On the issue of when 100,000 and the population that is mentioned
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in the law he thinks that you can check with your legal council on that but he believes

that when a definition like that is included in statute your actually dealing with a
designation thatos updated on an evereyor 10 vye:
Washoe and Clark County. He thinkst hat it és not just anhasar bi tr
a legislative meaning t hat 6 s at t r ithmkstthatdvoutd e somethiagnydu h e

ought to look at from that standpoint. From our perspective public safety is includes the

prot ection of private pr okpowrhow you dowdd netehavd he d
protection of private property be a public safety matter. He thinksi f youdér e going
looking at that you have to include an exemption for private property as part of that
requirement for public safety. He also thinkst hat it 6 s a lusderstandhipabr t an't
trapping might not be desirable of a number of people especially in congested areas,

traps are much safer in those congested areas and some of the alternatives could be

used, may it be chemical, or some other type of defense of your private property. He

thinks i tirp®rtant that traps be recognized as an effective tool that can do what not all

the other alternatives would allow for. We would strongly insist that private property be

included in the exemption for your regulations.

Ira Hansen, representing Assembly District 32 said he has been a trapper for 37 years
and currently an assemblyman and heavily involved in the beginning of SB 226. The
thing that has been overlooked in this discussion is the reason he opposes it is because
this actually takes away public safety. This was from Wildlife Services, handout, as per
your request in the last 5 years the Nevada Wildlife Services program was contacted
360 times by the public seeking assistance concerning wildlife and pets. The following is
a summary of those requests for assistance the public reported 73 pets killed by
coyotes, 4 killed by mountain lions, 3 killed by bobcats, and 2 killed by raccoons,
research indicates that many more losses go unreported. The public also reported
another 15 pets injured by wildlife, operational
bobcats, 1 mountain lion, 31 raccoons, and 17 skunks to assist the public in protecting
pets and companion animals. How many people even know wildlife services, he has
been a trapper here for Washoe County for 37 years. He has been contacted
numerous times by people wanting him to come on their property because they have
had problems with coyotes and in one case a bobcat for harassing their animals. By
restricting private people from being able to do this even on their own private property
you are actually taking away their right of the public to protect themselves. You already
taken away the right to use firearms, now you are going to take away their right to use
traps as well, what do you leave, chemicals, as one person already pointed out that
chemicals are much more dangerous to children than traps would potentially be? The
guestion comes up, how often does this happen, now obviously | showed 360 times
animals have been attacked by wildlife, how many times domestic pets get in traps,
contacted Klaich Animal Hospital, probably the largest veterinarian clinic in the area,
Dear Mr. Hansen, fin all fairness | would have to admit that in 38 years of practice |
have seen fewer cases of steal trap injuries to pets that | could count on one hand. |
believe the last case actually involved a dog from Portola maybe two or three years ago,
one observation | can safely make however, is that | have seen numerous instances of
attacks during this year and past in Washoe County on domestic pets by coyotes,
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raccoons, and other predators.0 Many of these attacks cause significant and costly
injuries, many of those attacks (inaudible) fatal and sadly many of those pets were
never found their pets just disappeared. In other words these people just want to
protect their pets from predators and we are going to take away one of the tools they
can use. | also contacted another group, this is from the Animal Emergency Center,
and after pulling the doctors working at the Animal Emergency Center it appears we see
approximately one case of a dog or cat with a trapping injury every other year. | do
want to address later the issue of riparian zones particularly water ways and the
exemption on private property, is critical that those things unless we want to end up
back in the legislature fighting this thing out again that they be included in this
regulation.

Commissioner Drew asked Assemblyman Hansen he had a question in regards what
you provided the committee some written outline suggestion that you had, could you
actually explain some of your riparian.

Assemblyman Hansen said the use of the word riparian is too broad, if you notice he
gave a handout on the beavers plague the river, notice under the picture it says, officials
say, fthat beavers are wiping out the cottonwood trees on the Truckee River,0there is a
big section on the need to keep trapping of those animals to try to protect the habitat for
wildlife on the river. He thinks that and waterways kids trap muskrats in ditches and stuff
in many cases of 1000 feet of residential area, if the traps are in water which is in
almost every case these are completely say that been doing it for who knows how long,
he did it as a kid in Washoe County himself for years, right in residential areas. He
would bet that most furbearers in the United States particularly in the east are trapping
in residential areas and waterways.

Commissioner Drew said he understands where you are going with that and he has
some of the same concerns, but in the outline that you prepared you actually talked
about an exemption in a riparian zone below the high water mark, maybe you could
explain that.

Assemblyman Hansen said he would change the word riparian because thatd s
broad, he said he would definitely go with the word waterway, which would mean
physical bodies of water the Truckee River, orditch, north Truckee drainage, Spanish
Springs marshes, that the traps that are in waterways would be exempt from that 1000
foot requirement. Now the main reason would be number one there is no public safety
issue that has been going on for generations around here, and number two have the
need for private trappers to be able to remove beavers along the Truckee River to help
protect that riparian zone for the wildlife and they should be able to do it, there is no
reason that people should have to hire, he means exterminators are good guys and all
but wh yrivategpaoplé do i, the exact same traps are used by us and them.

oo

Commissioner Drew saidt hose traps are typically set

saying.
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Assemblyman Hansen said In most cases yes, maybe sometimes above but again what
isbeingmissedi n t his discussi on, trappers are reas
and intentionally set traps. The case in Cottonwood Park which is really the genesis for
this whole thing was a fluke, some guy goes down to Scheels and buys some traps,
d o e s n 6 ta clieaaboat trapping goes into city parks and sets traps, now you can
pass all the laws in the world you want but as long as they sell them at Scheels and
some guy doesnd6t have a cl ue thogdlkand of bceubrences ave gnimy,to
happen. With professional trappers, they are totally reasonable and they are super
sensitive about public sentiment and possibly causing some sort of public outcry, like
this whole thing came about not from a professional some amateur guy who went to
Scheels.

William Chamberlin, representing self said he is here to speak on public safety, the first
issue is he would like to bump the statements that trapping should be used for disease
control, these are statements from the World Health Organization and also the Center
for Disease Control, they both feel that trapping should be abolished for this purpose, it
has absolutely no affectivity what so ever, they have statistically justification for those
statements. Number two firearms need to be registered, traps need to be registered
and therefore, those traps placed need to be identified, a person with a firearm takes
responsibility for that firearm, a person with a trap takes responsibility for that trap.

Betty Dodson representing self said she concurs with Mr. Chamberlin on his comments,

basically what she is concerned about is going to be looking at more recreationally

trapping and she feels that that kind of trapping needs to be regulated in the state. We

have hunter safety course, she has gone hunting, she has hunting dogs, and when you

hunt you dondét want your pet to get caught a
shoot it either. So we have rules that regulate us, sh e d o emserstand why the

trapping community does not have rules regulating their behavior, and to have an
identification on the trap is absolutely essentialshoul d someonebs pet get
other thing is she knowsone gentl eman mention that It was
badly hurtbuthewast r aumati zed. | 61 |caugtdin b trap,she saidf her
she would probably have a heart attack, she said she is much older than that gentleman

was and she does enjoy the outdoors she doesné t  \mer pet caught in a trap. The

other thing is she feels that the 1000 yards is much more appropriate than a 1000 feet,

that iisnét even a mile away from the nearest
your outline areas of the congested areas, they do wonder out into that, she thinks 1000

feet is a lot less.

Nikole Nichols, Nevada Humane Society said they support TrailSafe and their efforts to
shape SB 226, we do not believe that their requests are extreme nor unreasonable but
are only in the interest of public safety. They believe that what written currently is a
great starting point but also believe that it does not go far enough to ensure that the
spirit of the legislation is met. We would like to see the 1000 feet grown to 1000 yards
they think that that would be much safer for the public; they also believe that the draft
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regulations fail to address other places for the public may unwittingly encounter traps
such as near public trails, parks and golf courses. They believe hunting, firearms, bow,
their strongly regulated and they would like to see trapping as thoroughly regulated as
those practices as well again all in the interest of public safety.

Chairman McNinch asked Ms. Nichols you may have mentioned one of the things as a
committee and a commission we are going to have to work through 1000 feet 1000
yards, some distance, you made the comment much safer, help me out with that.

Ms. Nichols, said she thinks 1000 feet is still too close ii is too close to residence,

children, pets and so forth, it really is not enough distance to ensure that if a child is out.

She knows that when she was a child she would go out where she grew up going

through trails, rock climbing she never strayed too far from home, but she did go out as

well as walking pets, herdog and that distance jtheyswould snoét
like to see it extended further.

Michelle Spencer, representing self said she is a little confused; we have been talking
about 1,000 feet now 1,000 feet is not going to be good enough now they want 1000
yards. Their talking about public safety and they are talking about little children, she
said she has two small children, she hunts, four-wheel drive, fishes, and she said she is
all around the places where all these traps are. She has hunting dogs and her children
are hurt more by holes in the yard made by voles or moles, hurt by mice that might get
in our garage and they put their fingers down somewhere and that mouse bites them,
then they are by any trapt hat 6 s out i n the monddieoft®ede nowhe
trails where they let their dogs run free which is fine, that is really great if you have
control over it, my three year old has been knocked down by your dog, and has hit his
head, you want to talk public safety then maybe they should be keeping their dogs on a
leash. They went from a 1000 feet to 1000 yards that already shows that they are trying
to take a little bit more.

Jana Menard, representing self said she lives in South Lake Tahoe she is not familiar
with all the particulars that are going to be addressed at this meeting but she wanted to
tell her story. They board their horses in Nevada down on Johnson Lane. A year and a
half ago they had their dogs in an OHV area in a legal off leash area where there were
no other small dogs or children around and about 50 feet off of the road they started
hearing screaming and one of their dogs got his foot caught in a series of traps where
there were three or four different types of traps filled with small scented rags. They were
able to spring the dog from the trap after having to muzzle him, he suffered only small
fractures to the foot, however he had bitten on the trap so hard because he was
hysterical that it fractured all the teeth and he got an infection that was very difficult, it
cost them close to $3000 dollars to remedy the dog, eventually they had to have all of
his teeth pulled after they c ohimfa thiéperiolofgur e o
time. They went and talked to Fish and Wildlife and indeed at that time it was legal to
have these traps where they were because they were not on a pedestrian walk way
however i1tds an area that It u s eed, ard \peomef f roa
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riding horses. She guess the other comment she had is she knows that sometimes the

wild animals for whom these traps are intended languish for days and days and if she

can tell you the pain that her dog endured forf i ve mi nutes he was in th
imagine any animal should have to endure that at all, never mind for days on end, it was

horrific, it was screaming, he was very traumatized he would not even leave the house

for weeks. shewahtedttodsay, she thinks that having traps anywhere near

where there are going to be people, children, pets, just inappropriate and that any type

of wildlife management should be done instead of by the general public, should be done

by the Fish and Wildlife Serviceds thatoés the

Jim Curran, Membe r of t he Nevadaods Trappers Associ
representing himself said he thinkst her eés two maj or provisions
regulation that he has seen now, he is a little bit confused and Rob may, what was

posted on the website and what was sent as a member of the county wildlife advisory

board, had a provision C which said a person trapping on private property but on the

draft it is back there attached to todayds ac
been taken out of the Departments proposed dratft.

Mr. Buonamici said no, what occurred there is we have received public comment just
information from the public, calling us about private property and they had internally
discussed private property so that was an internal draft that we were basically mocking
up how it would look if we exempted private property.

Mr. Curran said okay because that was sent out and he assumed to county wildlife
boards, so that has been taken out, now the private property exemption.

Mr. Buonamici said right, but that was a mock up if we wanted to include private
property, thatés how it would | ook.

Mr. Curran said the mocked up your trying to exempt mouse traps and as a person that

lives in a rural situation, we are talking a regulation that affects all of Washoe County

not just a congested shooting zoneowastolmt | eas
included all Washoe and Clark County. We are talking about places like Gerlach, Vya,

and Washoe Valleyi t 6 s aheirowithingdhe county buttheyar enét wi t hi n mun
the city, some of those areas are included in the no shooting zones, he thinks the
Commission needs to take considerationthosepeopl e, it 6s f i noatrolt o hav
people, they do a great service, but if he lives out in Spanish Springs, Gerlach, or Vya

and he had a depredation problem or a pest he doesn 6t want t ooneanee t o
out of Carson or Reno, he should have the right as a private property owner to take care

of the problem myself. He thinkst hat 6 s aint timd yweoneed @ keep in mind, we

arenodot just talking about downtown Reno, we a
the potenti al, a | ot of ot her pests dnesi des
raccoons a private property owner should be able to take care of it themselves, they

dondt r e q u ioradrapping ficensd anditanot include those is a major mistake.
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Judi Caron representing self said she would like to comment on a statement that was
made by Commissioner Jung of the Washoe County Commissioners and what she is
going to talk about is when she was serving and had the honor to serve on the Washoe
County Advisory Board to manage wildlife back in 2002-2008. At that time Mr. Blakeslee
and TrailSafe came forward with what they heard Mr. Buonamici talk about today where
we had the trapping issue up on Mount Rose through there. Never once in testimony
when that came before our board can she honestly remember any member of a hunting
organization saying that they were anti trapping. She thinks that Ms. Jung was relating
toanopinion,i t 6 s not aandshefdltthat karniShascthe trappers association.

Chairman McNinch said please stay on the agenda item.

Ms. Caron said yes, the public safety issues with this when she attended the meetings
at the Legislative Session this year was public safety, it has nothing to do with
restrictions, fees or increases, but she thinks if we stick to public safety within the trall
safe area, a residenti al aadkeepistofactsat 6 s what t hi

Chairman McNinch said he will go ahead and close the public comment period seeing

nobody else and we will bring it back up to the committee to make comment,
discussion. He said his intent would be to have a little discussion up here to get some
thoughts and ideas out on t hdescussia)they canhavted s di f
these open discussions ités difficuldt. We wa
are all on the same page, he appreciated the effort to get through this and he knows a

lot of people have a lot of things on their mind so hopefully when we get done up here

we can bring it back out and theintent i s t o get i dpadiccomnfitthgto ud v e
still applies. They are going to handle that under agenda number 5 but we are after

ideas of possible solutions, thoughts and ideas, if we deviate from that he will ask you to

save that foragendanumber5. That 6 s our attempt to open a |

Commissioner Drew said he had a couple of thoughts and comments, he appreciated
everyoneds comments today and the written con
over the last couple of weeks and there have been a lot of them. He has taken the effort

and the time to read through all of those and tried to compile some bullet points and boil

those things down, but when he started looking at the legislation specifically it kind of

reminds him of where our focus needs to be and just to read it again he thinks there are

some key words in the actual bill that was passe d out and whatadopt says
regulations governing the trapping of furbearing mammals in a residential area of a
counties whobés popul acdtintbervein ofthalod dyrde ds public mor e,
safety and trying not to get pets and things in traps which he thinks is probably common

from everyone who has spoke today and all the emails that he has have received. In

doing that he thinks that they need to be really careful that they d o n 6t expand t
beyond really the perimeters of the job we need to do, they d on 6t need to be
business or start into the business of regulating pest control companies, they need to

stick to the things that this board is mandated to do and in terms of some of the frame

work he feels they really need to be careful that some of our language is consistent
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specifically in regards to the 100,000 county level rather than the names of the counties
and in terms of the residential areas and he understands that residential area congested
zone and no firearm zone probably all mean different things but they need to come up
with some way to make that consistent in really fill the intent of what they are talking
about. He said these are his initial thoughts and is open to see where they want to go
with this with the comments they have received.

Commissioner Robb said he agrees with Commissioner Drew when it comes to
specifically naming Clark County and Washoe County. They need to go along with the
language that the legislature set out, also as Commissioner Drew, he appreciates
ever ybod yedtstodaycmninappreciated everybody showing up to the meeting in
Las Vegas. Not many times as a Commissioner has he learned as much in a few days
as he has learned in the last few days. He said he is a native Nevadan been around
trappers for the most of his life but he has learned a considerable amount in the past
couple of days. The language spells out public health and safety basically what were
charged with and finding out some facts on public health and safety. There was some
mention in Las Vegas with some non body gripping traps being used and they were
using poison and some applicati on.sAcoupladf
children actually died while they were trying to remove some nuisance animals, so when
he is looking at health and safety he has to look at how the critter control people, the
pest control people have to take care of that. He said he has to look at a lot of things
public health and safety. The other thing that came to light was government trappers

allowing wildlife services, heal ways t hought that they were

how they came to be was through livestock industry in the interest of livestock industry,
they came to being due to the fact thatthey havea r abi es out br eak
was basically great basin wide, Utah, Oregon, Nevada, California, and it was so rapid
that the government had to take action and as for government trappers were born it was
not in the livestock industry it was out of the rabies outbreak. He learned we have a rat
infestation in Las Vegas, [ i v i nhgn thatithattcdulkel
occur but it is. There are multiple things going on that are public health and safety far
outside of sport trapping. In taking all that into consideration we have to look at all this
multiple groups have worked hard on the Truckee River to rehabilitate it to get it back to
a natural state, from the state line to Pyramid Lake. Millions of dollars have been spent
rehabilitating trees, wetlands, we need to be able to protect that property and get it back
to its natural state, trapping can play a vital role on that, so he has learned a ton in the
past couple of days and he wants to make sure that they look at all public health and
safety.

Chairman McNinchs ai d h e redlp @ btito say outside of what it is, he does
believe that they need to make the distinction they are going to have to cross this bridge
at some point, it has to do with the issues they deal with as a committee that they make
recommendations to the Commission and pretty certain that the issue of registration
and the issue of visitation is going to have to be deferred to another day for some other
discussion this committee just doesnot have the abiHeé thibky
that the point is he understands that the discussion that there might be some ties in
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peopl ebébs minds and perceptions that,stliimgr eds

something that they can handle here. There were some agreements early on there were
people at the table at one time, there were things people were in generally in consensus
that there were things that were in agreement and that had to do with distances.

Commissioner Robb said he has some questions for Trish Swain and would like to have
open dialog, he would like to ask TrailSafe questions and Nevada Trappers Association
some questions, start to narrowing the field a little.

Chairman McNinch said he is open up for discussion.

Commissioner Robb said he had a question for Mr. Blakeslee regarding congested area
ont he ma pis prdsented and has been proposed by TrailSafe recognizing that
they need to get to some place, that is acceptable to you guys as a set back from a
private residence.

Mr. Blakeslee said their official position is a 1000 feet, at one time they agreed to 1000

yards that was in the r es poanageentem selzealvyeadss

ago. They have now changed because they have. This has been piled on from where
they were talking about, and now ten other things that they never talked about when
they had this agreement before. He thinkst hat 6 s what pr obthdyhrg
going to talk about is distances from residences he thinksthat 6 s pr obabl vy
in item for discussion. That map is the whole firearms conge st ed ar ea
mention of a 1000 feet or 1000 yards in there at all.

Commissioner Drew asked Mr. Blakeslee in regards you are fine with thel000 feet
offset and would your preference be to keep it within the congested zones or within the
county boundaries.

Mr. Blakeslee said he thinks the congested area and the reason is because in Washoe
County delireed ndap, at lvexryteasy to determine. Tracy Truman sent him an

email thatsaidhedi dnét even t hLasnvkegaonieetinghhe saidaiftwe talk e

about the whole county and Clark County, you go out to Overton and Beaver Dam, and
Logandale or what not, those are narrow valleys and their agricultural areas 80 miles
from the city, he said that if you expand those distances to the whole county you are
basically going to take trapping out of the agricultural area, he said at this point they
would probably go with the firearms congested area.

Commissioner Robb asked Mr. Blakeslee y ou st ated t hat yIwe donot

feet, 1000 yards and you have no intent to catching a dog.

n
m
e

P

when

Mr. Blakeslee said absolutely not, why he would wa nt to catch somebo

Number one if the dogs in the trap he is not going to catch what he is after. Number two
he is going to create a situation where somebody is upset at h i m, t hat dhe
wants. If he caught a dog being the main advocate here, he said that would look great
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for the newspapers, he goes to extraordinary efforts it costs him a lot of animals every
year for the efforts that he goes through to avoid that. He will climb to the top of the
peak where he never sees a boot track he is 150 miles out of town.

Commissioner Robb said Assemblyman Hansen mentioned, are you ever called by
private property owners to help protect their interests.

Mr. Blakeslee said allthe t i me, wh e n iusudllyrefuses. Hehellsthemthey h e
risk to him and his people if somebody saw that happen, they would go talk to the
humane society and those people are against it. He doesntdwant to be in the
newspaper, he refers them to the pest control people, a n d nottsénsething that is

worth it to him. He receives calls all the time.

Commissioner Drew asked Mr. Blakeslee there has been some discussion Mr.
Blakeslee in terms of trap size limitation in the number one new house is something that
has been thrown around a couple of times, can you explain the significance of that
particular trap size.

Mr. Blakeslee saidt h at 0 s nguageaaddshe ¢am expand on that, but he thinks h e 6 s
tryingtodo,i s stay consistent with another regul at
certain distance from a roadway and it mentions the number one new house.

Commissioner Drew asked Mr. Blakeslee what you would use as a number one new
house to catch.

Mr. Blakeslee said muskrats, minki f youdbére doing pest control
small animals.

Commissioner Drew asked Mr. Blakesleei t 6 s not necessarily somet
for a coyote, bobcat, or a fox.

Mr. Blakeslee said no not at all, the reason for that is some of these ditches go close to
houses; there is a need to take animals out of these. Look what happened in Fernley a
few years ago when the muskrats burrowed through the dykes and they almost lost the
whole town when the dyke collapsed. There is a reason for being able to take small
animals.

Commissioner Robb asked Mr. Blakeslee you would say trapping muskrats on
waterways in Washoe County on the Steamboat Ditch, orditch, Truckee River, North
Truckee drain is a public health safety issue.

Mr. Blakeslee said he doesn &hink any of this is a public health and safety issue, he is
glad you brought that up because he would like to say that once again, if this was a
public health and safety issue, they would of dealt with this when they went to Washoe
County Commission, that 6s ,tshoehaveinbecpmecagpublictui t t o
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health and safety issue. It was determined by one of their attorneys that i t nbtsand
they sent it back here.

Commissioner Robb said what he is saying is being able to take muskrats out of those
waterways could in turn save private property because of the burrowing, the damming
and everything else.

Mr. Blakeslee said absolutely, look what happened in Fernley, millions of dollars worth
of damage caused by muskrats and beavers burrowing into the canal banks. Bird
refuges have a huge problem with that, golf courses have huge problems with animals.
They burrow and that screws up what men are trying to do in control water.

Commissioner Drew along those same lines in terms if you are specifically talking of
muskrat or something like that, are you typically under the water line or within the
channel, so you are under the water.

Mr. Blakeslee said or on a float set maybe like a board that floats out in the river. One of

the items about riparian that should be talked about is, here we get back to the thing

where everybody starts talking about catching children, which like he said Google it; see

if you find any instances. When they are trapping he doesn 6 t asyechdldren waiting

around in the river in November, December, and January. That might be an issue if

they were trappingi n Jul y, but t hrapttidegtrapiothe middie of wirteh e y

so thatodés really not an i sgeulat afeounning @ocapdl e and
down the river is reduced in those months, because summer months are when the
recreational are out there.

Commissioner Robb said nobody is trapping in July or August on the river, maybe on
the irrigation ditch if there is a problem.

Mr. Blakeslee said pest control, there is a season October 1 7 to the end of March he
believes. The pelts are best in Novemberi February so itoés ill egal
river for one thing during the prime recreation time.

Commissioner Robb asked Trish Swain, in reading your stuff and the maps provided
and knowing where we were last time with the 1000 yards, is a 1000 yards still on the
table, where are you at today. 1000 feet, 1000 yards because they both have been
mentioned, the 1000 feet is what is proposed now and the 1000 yards he thinks what
was settled on prior.

Ms. Swain said we settled on 1000 yards in December 2010 and that was the distance
that was in SB 226 which then got amended that particular provision got amended out
of SB 226, so that was the agreement between all of us, Mr. Blakeslee was there, Mr.
Buonamici was there, representatives of the pest control industry were there, on and on.
It wasndt a huge meeting it was atheyalwotepr oduc
and agreed to 1000 yards, that certainly seems to her the more buffer zone we can
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have the better. My pointis number one | e to@k st what these areas actually look like,
most of us live in a kind of suburban situation and most of us have the luxury of going a
very short distance from our homes and being in open country and that open country

she personally is not good at measurement like that, she doesn 6t know exact |y

is from the nearest house but she knows t h a't I t 6s wtedtanen and that c on g e
therefore,herdog can be off the | eash i theyihavéthis under

wonderful luxury and basically all the people that write to her she has over 605 emails
by now if you include the legislative session. Everybody talks about not wanting to be
uncomfortable. They want to enjoy the beautiful recreation that Nevada provides.
Therefore she does not see why we need to worry so much about the exact 1000 feet,
2000 feet, wustysayctha coigested drems; what is sacred about 1000 feet.
They want to be out there recreating with their animals in peace and why should they
not be able to relax.

Commissioner Drew asked Ms. Swain you have gone from many kind of concrete offset
to more of the congested areas on the map.

Ms. Swain said that would be her preference.

Commissioner Drew said in reading the map what it says and the one issue or concern
he has with the congested areas is they differ from Clark County to Washoe County and
those obviously are always kind of subject to change so were kind of targeting
something that is potentially going to be constantly changing but even on the map that
you have provided from Washoe County and this is why he has concerns or the concept
of the congested zones. There is actually two different types congested zone, one is
1000 foot offset from residents for things like shotguns, pellet guns, things of that
nature, and the other is a 5000 foot offset, do you have any thought one way or other or
how we would distinguish that.

Ms. Swain said if she was out there walking around with her animals she would have no
way of distinguishing it i f she woul différdance.kHoveever thehuaderlining
motivation is to provide a buffer zone of safety for people out enjoying Nevada
recreation and by safety she is not talking about catching children, never said a word
about catching children and she has no personal knowledge of that.

Commissioner Drew said he understands that he is trying to make sense and works for
al |l the parties i nvolnsiseernt. Herasked dMs Swalniwheg yot
guys work on the trails up in the forest, what was the offset that was determined at that
point and is that working in your opinion.

Ms. Swain said she has asked for feedback about that, she hasné t hear d
specifically about those trails. Heras sumpt i on i sshd dertainly dods s

yesterday is evidently Department of Wildlife in this questionnaire which she was not
able to see evidently their revising it puts out a questionnaire to everyone who has a
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trapping license and on this questionnaire which she was totally unaware of there is a
place for them to fill out incidental trappings, that would give us some handle on where
these are goingon. Shedoesn6t know specifically what they &

Commissioner Drew asked Ms. Swain in specific to the trails, what you recall the offset
that you agreed upon there.

Ms. Swain said that was 1000 feet at that time.

Ms. Spencer said the question she has, is that Ms. Swain is talking a lot about trails and

one of the things in here is being 1000 feet from a residence and depending on where

you live, she personally has a trail 1000 feet from her residence, but she doesn 6t t hi nk
anybody is trapping over there. Her mom lives near the University of Nevada Reno,

shebds not 1000 feet, thereds no traideomnear h
residencies that are by trails. Becauseifhermom has a problem sheds n
trail where her and her dogs are goingtobewalking t hat 6 s goi ng ifhes be i n
mom wants to put atrap in heryaad because shebds having a prokt
orditch thatdés r i ght andshewasts taputda trapnn herddcls/ardyet 1 n
with a six foot fence around itthat yourd o g s h o u | dne e goibgeo talkrabout A

that at all because that starts becoming a concern as a residence owner.

Chairman McNinch said he understands and he asked Mr. Buonamici could you explain

what happened with the Whites Creek 1000 feet on the trail there and clarify that and

this has to do with his understanding with just the congested areas is what 6 s on t he
table from the TrailSafe standpointand heisnot sur e t hatrails. ttwosld speci f
be any occupied dwelling and he thinksdthe intent and the way it would be written in

here, he asked Mr. Buonamici.

Mr. Buonamici said there are two issues here, number one existing NAC that is specific
to the trails in the Mount Rose area and specifically names the trails. Regardless of
whether there is a house along the trail or not a house along the trail it is just
referencing those trails. Outside of that there are currently no restrictions of a distance
from a house occupied dwelling anything like that. In your example in town close to the
orditch if its private property a trap can be setthere,t hat 6 s n o The atheridgsues u e .
for clarification for the committee, Joel and Trish can correct him if he is wrong. He
believes the 1000 yards when that was agreed to was 1000 yards from an occupied
dwelling within the congested area of Washoe County. The committee has that history
it wasnot ar 100 ya@s fiore any residence it was a 1000 yards from
residence within the congested area. That was the first agreement.

Chairman McNinch asked Ms. Swain, TrailSafe is now proposing 1000 yards outside of
the congested area.

Ms. Swain said no, she is proposing that they use this map as a guide because there
are subdivisions being built out there in places that use to be rural that are not close to
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ot her subdivisions and t heeemed $ hgréd ampde emorel i vi ng
sense to be more inclusive to give morewesense
just take all the firearms congested areas, that is something that is mapped that we can

determine.

Chairman McNinch said he has a question that prompted by Rob, the proposal we have
is this congested area map here, are we talking 1000 yards dwellings inside the
congested area or are we talking about 1000 yards from the delineations of the
congested area.

Commissioner Drew said he thinks he can clarify this. He thinks Ms. Swain was saying

is not having necessarily an offset but using the map, you do away with any offset and

you just purely go by the map. That brings up his question is the map Ms. Swain

provided us has two offsets, oneisf or a house thatds out in the
just out by itself, and they have a 1000 foot offset and then a 5000 foot offset. Which

congested area are you proposing the 1000 foot for isolated homes or the 5000 foot.

Ms. Swain said she thinks the 5000 foot would satisfy all the people that write to her,
she thinks it would be safer and more inclusive and would provide a better buffer as our
community grows, yes.

Mr. Buonamici saidwe met with Washoe CountwgweBksagoi f f 6s
regarding this map, there is a potential that map may be revised he doesn 6t know how
will turn out if it will turn out a larger area or a smaller area.

Commissioner Drew saidth at 6 s ki n dhis coricerng with the ¢ongested zones

and the other concern he has was that the congested zone in Washoe County is

different than congested zone in Clark County and so for the sake of cons i st ency t hat
what he was wrapping his head around but he wanted to know where both sides stood

on the issue so at least they know for a starting point.

Commissioner Robb said asked Mr. Johnson he has never been to your home but he
has a prettygoodi dea of wher enuch smack dab in the dPea this language
would shut down.

Mr. Johnson said exactly, minimum parcel size in Palomino Valley is 40 acres that map
takes in our entire valley.

Commissioner Robb said is there checkerboard land out there is there public and

private land.

Mr. Johnsonsaidno i tdés only private | and all the way
BLM goes in down to the Pyramid reservation. You might notice on the map you have a

whole bunch of circles drawn on the Pyramid Lake Indian Reservation which makes me

kind of scratch my head as far as its validity. They have been talking about sets back
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here of a 1000 feet and they have also had testmony and keowiidhditt ds c

ordinance or NAC that says before you |
voice command, youbve got t o bsonadfthebiggest
problemstheyi n t he rur al ar e amamadingdogsiard catss peo

Commissioner Robb asked Mr. Johnson said do you have occasion that you trap on
your private property.

Mr. Johnson said yes he does.

Commissioner Robb asked Mr. Johnson do you have occasion that you trap off of your
property in close proximity to your property for neighbors benefit for your benefit.

Mr. Johnson said he has been asked by neighbors to trap on their property, but he has
had like Mr. Blakeslee, he has refused simply because they do have so many

maraudingd o0 g s . I f he catches gangtdaveadmsad rkighypor.a n d

One of my neighbors Mr. Chamberlin has wolf hybrids that got loose for several weeks
that gave us quite a bit of consternation before they recaptured h i m. He nekdte
catchs omebody 6s dog bneedstb prétectdis lvestock antd les property.
I f animals are supposed to be under voli
feet, 1000 feet are actually way, way conservative. Anybody who hunts chucker, how
close does your dog have to be to you before he is under your actual control, so it is not
333 yards because he canot hear your comman
actually overly conservative requirements of a 1000 yards or 5000 yards are absurd
those are how far can you shoot a rifle not what is necessary safe setbacks from a
residence for trapping.

Commissioner Drew asked Mr. Buonamici have you heard of any occasions of issues
with any of the trails, where some of the agreement language has been implemented to
this point have we had any other instances of pets on those trails or any other problems
since those off sets went into place.

Mr. Buonamici said if he could refer that to the lieutenant of that region, hec a n 6 t
any since the setbacks have been put in place.

Commissioner Drew said they have something in place through an agreement, he is
tryingtogetasensei f t hat s working or not.

Paul Dankowski, Lieutenant Western Region said to point of clarification on that map,
he said they are confusing congested areas where there is no discharge of firearms
allowed at all versus 1000, 5000 foot rule. They are two separate things. So the circles
that are drawn around residences are not congested there just in Washoe County you
cannot discharge a shotgun within 1000 foot or a rifle within 5000 feet. He hears two
different things, congested areas are one thing and then the 1000, and 5000 foot is
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another thing. If you look intheirmapi s of f t h e it§ heedoesnf &6ftd sk mwoevb si f
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have the other map which is on the Washoe County Public Works website which is just
a congested area without the 1000, 5000 foot circles.

Commissioner Drew asked Mr. Dankowski that he had in just in terms of Whites Creek
and some of the trails that were agreed upon with the offsets have your guys or some of
your wardens had any issues up there since those offsets have gone into place.

Mr. Dankowski said not that he is aware of.

Chairman McNinch said they have another map up heretheyd on 6t know i
can see it and i1t is specific map of th
significantly different than the map that we have sitting here, he t hi nk it
important distinction to make for a number of reasons they d on 6t want

congested areas with the impression that were going to end up with something like this,
when congested areas is more represented here which is from what he can see is

significantly smaller area, he thinksi t 6 s Bnpartantdistingtion.

Mr. Buonamicisaidone mor e thing regarding the map

e
0s a

t he
concg

0O be

hope

this but with our conversations with Washoe C

counties attempt to notify people give them notice that within these areas there are
houses and we caution you that within these circles you can go ahead and discharge a
shotgun, b u t not a r i fit atemptnodinfoemothe ipublic ®f whelneeyou can

and canot di scharge f i r e aromisancesaehoh Icounty hasT her e

them regarding discharge of firearms and it varies some of them,y ou candét di scha
shotgun within a 500 feet or a 1000 feet of an occupied dwelling others is you cannot

discharge a firearm within 5000 feet or a mile of an occupied dwelling. Those do not

refer to congested areas, the dwelling could be in the middle of North Washoe and you

cannot discharge a firearm, for example if you are d e e r hunting therebs
dwelling, within the 5000 feet of that occupied dwelling. For property owner s t hat 6s
guestionable and he is not the county expertthere, but whoés going to be
youdre the prSopeetyomeviiercl ear on it this 1is
information attempt by Washoe County to get information out to the public or as the

other congested area map is officially adopted as a County ordinance.

Commissioner Robb said this map was broughtinby TrailSaf e and i téds an in
mapandi t 6s not a counttyods ewmo goematkeatneama p n f

Mr. Buonamicisaidin Tr ai | Safeds defense it is a legit
County, but i thébeliekes.r i nf or mati on

Commissioner Robb said it 6 @t a gongested area designation.
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Mr. Buonamici said yes.

Commissioner Drew said to clarify the map we got on Monday from Clark County was
actually the County illegal firearm discharge area which would be similar to this, does
anyone know if Clark County has a designated congested areas like Washoe County
does.

Mr. Buonamici said he could find out.

Commissioner Drew saidth at 6 s s denwouldh likentg find out to if they could and
he could work on it too.

Mr. Blakeslee said he wanted to give the committee some history on how they came up
with the yards and feet and all that. It references to those exact maps and the topic we
are discussing. When they started their negotiations he was adamant that anything we
discuss would not exceed the small map that is dated 02 and he had a kind of a log jam
there because his thoughts were what if that map gets expanded. He was not willing to

agree to a moving target. He will agree to this boundaryt hat 6 s her e ri ght

they had the working group with Tom Wilson at his office, the way that they solved that
was by saying okay they were not going to worry about the congested area map,

n

because we are going to put a distance from a
the map changing. So we sai d wedl | do this distance

and there will be a distance and that way they d o n @ve thé moving target because
they could envision at some point in time going to the county commission and expand
this and he would have no control over that. The other thing he would like to say is he
t hi nks t h earfy @hat Tesb ismasking for is that entire boundary no distances,
no nothing, no trapping in that whole area. They are not talking about 1000 yards or
1000 feet we are talking about no trapping period.

Commissioner Robb asked Ms. Swain listening to what a couple of prior people at the
podium said, t here 1is no checker board | and i
property, 40 acre minimum parcels. Where are you at on trapping on private property,
he believes in the landowners right to protect his property and with 40 acre minimum
parcels outthere, and k n o wbuitingto@kLMeor anythting and just want to know
where you are at in a Palomino Valley situation.

Ms. Swainsaidthat 6 s an i nt e thanlsyou, hhgppen tioeowrt 53 acres out
there and from her point of view she would love to see it all trap free because she is
afraid to take her dogs up there because she does not know where a trap might be
because itis sowide open up t hewhg TrailSafe lisagoing $or the maximum
buffer zone that they can achi eve, wedre not trying
business, they still have the whole state, but where homes are involved, subdivisions
are involved obviously there are two points of view for people who do feel that coyotes
or other wild animalsareamenace t hatdéds why the other
addition to this buffer zone question are questions of the permit process. If a home
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owner just puts out traps willy nilly and he has no fence, things are going to happen,

things are going to go awry, on the other hand if there is a permit process that says lets

first of all educate the public about alternative non lethal humane methods of pest

control and predator control, which are well proven, which are documented on the

Depart ment of Wiinl relpbrts fhye Wikllife vibertices ds evell as Project

Coyote and other national organizations. Why canét we have a per mit
very restrictive that urges people, that informs people to try humane non lethal methods

first. They have been proven effected where as trapping has not been proven effective,

certainly in coyote populations. Ther eds the rebound effect wher
coming in when you Kill off the alpha coyotes who occupy the territory. She is talking

about an underline philosophy of how do we approach wildlife questions, A and B, as far

as the distance goes, yeah we would like to see the maximum buffer zone that could

possibly be achieved, however that is achieved. They did ask her when she got that

map if she wanted the other map and she wa s n 6etwhat ther difference was and she

appreciates being informed on that.

Commissioner Robb asked Ms. Swainyou own 53 acres out there |
your dogs out there so are you implying somebody may be setting traps on your
property. Or are you afraid your dogs will leave your property and go on to an adjacent

property.

Ms. Swain said she only has one at this time, she sticks with her so she is not worried

about that and so far there have not been traps out there. She has owned property out

there since 1992 and there have not been any traps that she has encountered and she

didndot even know there were traps onottkknowhere |
that trapping goes on what so ever. The majority of the public simply does n 6 t Know i
happens at all. She has not found any on her property which she is very happy about,

she thinks the more she is aware of this situation the more it becomes a personal fear

and she thinks that there is a fear factor for a lot of the people who write her. They say
wowtheydi dndét Kk now novwhthasshenwkaows it goes pn she has to look out

for this. Sothe mor e comfort we can have the better o
saying we shoul dnotWhde aleeriodk dt the pprmiepdoaesso YWy

can 6t we | ook at Whwblciacn 6eéd wmcea tliooonk. at alternat
methods of predator control, particularly coyotes.

Commissioner Drew said one of the concerns Trish said that he has was some of the

alternate strategies. li 't 6 s an exiptethhseexpemgi ve f or someone
a lama verses removing and offending individual coyote, and that was a discussion we

had in Las Vegas in terms of an individual w h
neighborhood, he just wanted to make sure he could remove the offending ones that

were coming onto his private property and posing a threat to his dogs. So that 0 s

another one of the issues he thinks he is wresti ng wi th and Commi ssi o
wrestling with. Do you have, would you be open to any kind of discussion or thoughts in

terms of if it was posted private property. He could see walking through a valley and not

knowingwhat 6 s private and whatos publButewouldimd havi
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alleviate some of those concerns to have it if that private property were marked for
example, so you knew clearly what was and whatwa s ndét private property

Ms. Swain said sure that would be helpful, it would also be helpful to think someone

mentioned that we have a warning system if somebody is putting out traps. First of all,

she definitely thinks we need to look at the permit process,| et 6 s say we had
permit process that did emphasize these solutions. Many people write to her and say

theydi dndét know altemativeeto tia@pmg. When she found out she used it

and it works so thatods A, B, if we could have
be great and if we could have a warning that there are traps in the area some system

for informing the public.

Chairman McNinch said it seems to him if they came up with distances or boundaries,
they have some defined area and somehow in our regulations 1000 feet, 1000 yards,
congested area whatever the case may be seems to him the warning system is the
trapping community would be subject to identifying the distances and the public
because they would have to understand that once their critters get outside a certain
area that should be there warning system, all bets are off at that point. Everybody has a
little responsibility here and to him that seems like the warning system may not be as
critical because they would have the same expectation to the public as they would
people that are trapping. It seems like a realistic expectation. They already have some

of those boundaries they have to be within distance command, voice command, so we
already kind of have some of these up for interpretation. Some dogs hearing is better
than others type of thing and he has been thinking about these warning systems, flags,

he knows t h at wi |l dl i fe s ethamioo ardacadna for sonte ofhtleev e
products that they use, but with regards to the trapping heisnot sure that ités
to accomplish everybody and can be held to the same standards. Everybody needs to
understand therebébs a boundary.

Ms. Swain said | égnor r vy , Sso youdre saying that someone
should know where theoedbbBbeypyrdonbdbeisthatevippa sty o0 |
youdre saying.

Chairman McNinch said he expanded that a little bit further out, but to include some of
the other areas, not specifically to the private areas; he struggled with the private
property issue in terms of people allowing their animals out. Tohi m it 6s not ok
knows in an open range state you have to fence livestock out unless you like them
scratching on the side of your house. He is not sure that the same requirements apply

to peoples pets and animals,and t hereb6s an inherent respons
their animals off of peoples private property and he does struggle with that because he

doesf e el strongly about that. Shoulhde tdloeys nide
know.

Ms. Swain asked Chairman McNinch said a warning system that there are traps present
or a warning system .that itdés private propert
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Chairman McNinch said maybe he was thinking more in terms of the traps but the same

kind of concept, it doesndt seem reasonabl e 1
their property clear across the board. People have to take some responsibility for
understanding that there is private property and that seems to be a wide open door in

terms of where we are at here.

Ms. Swain said she can honestly tell you is that she certainly thinks that if there were a

way that we could devise a warning system tha
red flags on trees or whatever. It would be a great comfort to the people who write to me

and the people who support TrailSafe that they have some way of letting people know,

t her eds t stay pvgay Witk yoer dogs. She said that would be very helpful.

That 6 s as cahaddresayour question

Commissioner Drew said his question is to Rob, you had mentioned that there was a
permitprocess i n place for depredating animals on vy
that would be applicable for furbearers.

Mr. Buonamicisaidc or r ect , t hat Oisregbiredsfor s tulbdangrs.wh at i

Commissioner Drew asked if he wanted to remove a furbearer from his private property
presently could he set a trap without a permit.

Mr. Buonamici said ye s , i f you have a trapping |icense
example | used in Las Vegas, it also applies to game animals as well. So if you have a

jack rabbit eating your garden you can go ahead and deal with that situation. If you

have a cottontail eating your garden then you need a depredation permit from us.

Commissioner Robb asked Mr. Blakesleet he pri or compr onadedd®® t hat
yards was acceptable.

Mr. Blakeslee said it was and the reason they came up with that was because they had
a log jam with that map and the way they addressed that and Tom Wilson came up with
it. He said why do we even have to talk about the map, if we have a distance from an
occupied dwelling, and thatds another thing w
to talk about residents or occupied dwelling, because there is actually a definition in
NRS for occupied dwelling. We dondét even need t omuchaflwe about
have a distance requirement. We want a distance within the firearms congested area
so the map is germane. At that time they agreed to that he has a ton of correspondence
from people that had a problem with the 1000 yards since then; their official stance right
now is of the 1000 feet. Just to expand on that and has had discussed that, how do you
measure it, a range finder seems to be the main way to do it. A range finder that will
range 1000 feet would cost you $200-$400, a range finder that would range out to 1000
yards would cost you probably $2000-$3000. Is that an issue to people as far as this
distance. Is it reasonable to expect just to spend thousands of dollars to range find a
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1000yards. That 6s a question t hataboue NBOWowolldadhaver o b a b |
to do the same thing, do you have those kinds of range finders.

Commissioner Robb saidt hat doesnot include waterways, w
as a total separate subject.

Mr. Blakeslee said yes, simply because we are talking about small traps for one and we
are talking about under water.

Chairman McNinch said if anyone has particular questions or suggestions he will

provide opportunity to come up to the podium. If you have a question of the committee

t hat 6 s o they witl Ha thegy best to answer them. Under formal and public

comment periodtheywo ul dnoét be obl i gwilde the dest hercansthey n d h €
will respectful of your requests. He also said he can try to continue their dialog. If you

have a question of somebody else, t hat 6s i n the audience he pt
through the committee and he will make a determination if they will go down that path.

Doug Busselman, Executive Vice President of Nevada Farm Bureau said his question

to you all, in terms of identifying the various types of classifications for wildlife. There

was mention made earlierof f ur bearer being on your priva
varmints or other kinds of classifications, can we get a list that identifies which wildlife fit

in which category to determine. If their concern is protection from coyote, are coyote a

furbearing animal or are they something else classified. It would be helpful to know

exactly what are the wildlife that are being protected from the various kinds of trapping

provision, if they could get a list that would be very helpful.

Chairman McNinch asked Mr. Buonamici do we have a list.

Mr. Buonamicisaidyesi t 60s del ineated in NAC which ani mal
animals, which are game animals, which are unprotected such as the coyote, jack rabbit

etc. He referred to check NAC 503, he believesi t 6s i n t here.

Ms. Swain said regardingt o Mr . Bugsesmaomdst hat 6s very app

the language furbearer refers in the NAC specific species such as bobcat, gray fox, kit

fox, animals like that, that are hunted for their pelts. Whereas the unprotected animals

are the animals that probably are the ones we mostly are finding these traps set for.

Where people are setting for n,skunkswhoarenotani mal
protedtheded ore thatds why Trail Safe deter mi nge
talk about species, we wanted to talk about kinds of traps and residential areas. We

di dnodt i nt end r euwnl wead thaped lioetake care of it inghe €oanty

commission because we get into a discussion that will not solve our problem and will

not meet the legislative mandate. The discussion is protecting our residential areas are

pets and citizens in the urban interface,If you get off into whatos a
unprotected itéds not going tkewsersol ve the probl
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Commissioner Robb said it makes sense but SB 226 specifically says, fin act relating to
trapping requiring board of wildlife commissioners to adopt regulations governing the
trapping of furbearing mammals in certain counties providing matters of property
relating thereto. o

Ms. Swain said she knows and you can take furbearing mammals to mean any mammal
because they all have fur or you can take it to mean the animals that are hunted for their
pelts. The reason that language is that way because she had a long discussion with the
person who wrote the language, they were not familiar with trapping laws and they were
not familiar with the regulations that we are talking about. She said she had a long
discussion with them and by then it had been passed by the Natural Resources
Committee. But it does not solve the problem, if we focus on furbearers we are not
going to solve this problem.

Chairman McNinch said if the furbearer is defined in NRS and they are using the term
furbearer unless theydve made a cl| aollonfwecat i on
will have to follow what that statutory language states in terms of defining and this is

part of our job to def i ne what 6s our wor | d what 0s our
responsibility for to address this tamwhs i f t hi
passed. That might be unfortunate because unless that language was changed as well

to clarify that, we might be boxed in with that.

Ms. Swain said sheagrees and it 6s un fsawitrighth avayeandashedvass h e
afraid it would come up and of course it did. She is addressing it and said saying that

does not solve the problem. She would say the majority of the traps where the dogs get

caught are setup not exclusively. Certainly some of them are out there for furbearers,

but many of them are out there for neighborhood (inaudible) coyotes or your neighbors

dog because youdre mad at your neighbors dog.

Mr. Buonamici said to clarify it furbearer mammals this is NAC 503.025, furbearing
mammals includes: fbeaver, bobcat, grey fox, kit fox, red fox, martin, mink, muskrat,
and river otter. 0

Ms. Swain said if we stick to that we are not going to solve the problem of these
neighborhood traps.

Chairman McNinch said he wo u | d n Oybur breath dn anything, t her e 6so been

action taken by the committee, we ar e still framing up where w
what 6 s @midn gd oashioit thad wel might not get it addressed. It 6 s hsay d t o
at this point in time, he knows there are concerns,but | et 6s see where thi

work out here.

Ms. Swain said she was talking about earlier. If you look at SB 226 passed by the
governor on page 3, Article A, Section 3, th@ board of wildlife commissioners shall
adopt any regulations required bythea mended provi si ondinkethatt hi s ¢
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might be interpreted and she is not a lawyer, a lawyer did look at it and that might be

interpreted to say you do have quite a bit of authority in the particulars of this matter
because shehidmnleshbe | egislature reallyy wants
furbearer, martin, kit fox,. She thinkst hat t hey want to solve the
looking to you to do that.

Mr. Johnson said that discussion was the source of his question, since coyotes ar enod6t a
furbearer and coyotes are 90% of the issue here, is this something the committee is

going to expand their whelmtocover. That 6s a tuff question becau:
law says, but frankly if you put it down the road we are going to be back in the same

place in two years.

Chairman McNinch said we have a quandary liberal interpretation on this end and get
hammer ed becaus ewtheeharde od stick tto whab thely believe to be the
charge. Howe ver t h adrg@geshamdneefed dovwendhe road.

Mr. Johnson said he believesy oud6r e going to be criticized ei

Chairman McNinch said we are probably headed that way and the good news is that we
are generally pretty tuff that way and we will survive it and they will get through it.

Mr. Chamberlin saidin t hi s c¢cl aim of standing your grou
refreshing to hear this discussion today where he believes we are working toward a
commongoal. wher e i t 0 forabpanies fnvolged and he applaud all of you here

for doing that. Number two as a Commission have you done any investigation into other
states and what they have done, dialogs that they have had, applicability as to the
regions and where this law would be applied to what animals this laws applied. Ther e 0 s
a wealth of information out there, he was actively involved in the anti trapping
movement in Arizona and they did not seem to run into all the obstacles that this body

has encountered. So he would employ you to do what homework and you can to learn

from others what they have done and maybe we could rectify a lot of these walls that we
seem to be running into.

Assemblyman Hansen said it clearly says in a residential area, is there a legal definition

of a residenti al area, t hat 0 srgumnane o furbeanng o n e .
mammals; he can see wher e sgotonsplitdary Bese but if e ia out
commercially trappingon pr operty t h édsa@ drapwithin 500 featof ah e
residential area and his defense is he was trying to catch a coyote which is not a

furbearing mammal, t he judge i s going to s &yhatonesse try
going to fly, so he thinks that is an issue. The purpose here is public safety and he

woul d say that the 1000 foot requirement that
1000 yards, 1000 feet, we need to address that consistently. 1000 feet has worked

extremely well as you heard there is no complaints on it, on the trails if you come up

with 1000 yards versus 1000 feet you end up c
people innocently trapping 2000 feet off thinking they are perfectly within the
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requirements 1000 foot requirement. You better keep it consistent, it has worked very

well on the trails. Ifyou 6 r e | ooki ng f ogecommended stronglg kedpiagity h e
consistent and saying 1000 feet from a residential area is perfectly reasonable. We had

a lot of fights honestly on the 1000 yards because the ability to judge 1000 feet versus

1000 yards is substantially different. He also said he would recommend strongly you go

with 1000 foot on residential areas and you ought to find out what the legal definition is

there and maybe a legal definition, what is a residential area. He said he is not sure if a
congested area and a residential area are necessarily the same thing in the law.

Commissioner Robb asked Mr. Hansen and said Mr. Blakeslee has made it perfectly

clear he wonot t r alpas\Vegas Uracg Trumanwas thete and a couple of

others weret her e, they said t heyiftdey cad tee thasltbgse by di
theydore nottpopatovg wbatrapey said, do you.

Assemblyman Hansen said he has trapped many times on ditches, waterways within
1000 feet of residential areas in Washoe County, muskrats.

Commissioner Robb said you are using a smaller trap.

Mr. Hansen said yes, that issue has been brought up, number one steal jaw new house
trap is what the | aw currently wuses thatds why he wuse
submitted. The jaw spreadi s about t hat bi g, that s why t |
from even the 200 foot requirement. Do you want to use a muskrat trap to catch
something in your yard, no legal issue at all on it even within 200 feet of a road. If it was
an inch and a half, two inch thenyou maybebr eaki ng the | aw, so that
that up. He said that is why he thinkst hat 6 s | mport ant publesatetyse t he
issue there and he thinks also there may be some issues of somebody saying look the
law on one hand says he can trap legally using a small number one trap within 200 feet
of a roadway or for legally, but now you guys have come up with a law that says he
¢ a nwithout, which law applies. He also said he thinkst hat 6 s somet hi ng we
lookinto,it 6s somet hing that you might want to make

Commissioner Robb said he spoke with Mr. Buonamici earlier and we are talking 1000
feet, 1000 yards, how do you judge 1000 yards.

Assemblyman Hansens ai d r i ght t lgatihgbay 3 ¥ foathall fiblds ha can

probably give you a pretty good guess, 9 I fo
really tuff and i t 6 s a | soat ofgtleetrangenof) reasonable. He referred to Mr.

Johnsonpoi nted out if 1tds an issue whijifoybur dogs |
dogs 1000 yards away itds not wunder voice con

Commissioner Robb said he talked to Mr. Buonamici and he came up with 880 yards,
thatodos really easy to measure when you drive
mile on your odometer.
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Mr. Hansen said good you throw that number out thereandwe 61 I go t he 880 ya

Commissioner Robb saidheist r yi ng t o come up with somethin
there just to get a response.

Assemblyman Hansen said he thinks the best question was asked, is a 1000 foot

requirement on the trails have there been any issues. He thinks that is what officer
Dankowski came up and said none, i n other wol
look for is what has been effective and use that as our measure.

Commissioner Robb said heis| ooki ng at whatds going to be e
to keep us from having legislation enacted on this or keeping us from coming back here

in two years. l 6m trying to get to a point t
|l dondét know if 1000 feet is there.

Assemblyman Hansen said he thinks from being involved in all of those discussions he

thinks that a 1000 foot requirement would make the legislators happy. Nobody 6s goi n
to be completely happy but he was involved with the Senate as well as the Assembly

behind the scenes, and in all the hearings, he sat on the Natural Resource Committees

and he thinkst hat 6s one we could easily defend. Th
feel they went far enough, yeah we did, a 1000 foot has worked great on trails, you

used to have 200 foot requirement that worked fine, now we have 1000 feet and then

al so youdére going to have a window where thert
1500 feet and catches a dog maybe ihedp®dlolt wamr
that happening it doesndét happen now.

Commissioner Robb said he is trying to come up with a number and throwing stuff out
there and trying to get something to stick.

Jana Menard said It seems we may have lost track a bit of the idea of public safety. It

seems we are talking about off leash dogs running around on private property and

public property. She likes to have her dogs off the leash, she always makes sure that

they are under voice control, meaning they can hear her and see herwhi ch i sndt 1C
feet away. She thinks also not just the safety of companion animals but also children

and even adults is a concern as well. The issue of child possibly getting caught in a trap

i f iobséused @ the poisons that are sometimes left near traps or the attractants.

She said she worries also about a child that was one concern. It took them two people

to remove a 60lb dog from a trap, luckily they were able to muzzle him with a leash, it

was not an easy process, it was very complicated and took quite awhile and afterwards

she saw o0 nwebsPeONétesare instructions on how to spring a companion

animal from a trap, but not having thought that there would be any out there so close to

a commonly used area, they didnd6t know how t o alletofigureiiotut. t ook
She said what that points to for her is public safety for both people, animals, children is
increasing. Signage and also maybe public education campaign might be good, so

people look out there maybe traps in this area, be careful care where you step, keep
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your dogs under close supervision. Are there any provisions for removal of companion
animals, this may have been covered before she got here today, but are there other
provisions of removing companion animals that may be found in a trap. Does the
trapping association have a protocol for that, do you call animal control because the
animal could be quite frantic from her experience.

Mr. Blakeslee said a few years ago Ms. Swain invited him to the Humane Society to
demonstration on traps and how to open them and take dogs out of traps and | gave

them some general guidelines on the type of ¢
where to stay away from. We had a good discussion and in fact they gave me a

standing ovation when he left, he said he would be more than happy to participate in

that kind of forum as often as they want; to help to make sure none of this stuff

happens.

Caron Taylor said she appreciates everyone talking and appreciated being here, she

has so many questions and one of her concerns is that there seems to be a feeling or

an idea that the burden of this is on TrailSafe to prove that there is public safety. The

|l egi sl ators have already determined that ther
one. Number two there also seems to be a burden on the general public saying we

need to have range finders, we need to know where to go and where not to go. She is

atax payerandshecandét speak to the pritoveadup inpheoperty
Supreme Court, she knows it will. In public lands how could you tell me as a tax payer

where to go and where not to go and that she needs to find a range finder in order to
keepherpet st baf é@s u and anbelievable.f She thinks that the trappers

have the burden of proof on public safety, this is also a money issue, follow the money.

She thinkst here is a | ot of totphtinnhg public,ht ehye yd arodtd t wavra
public education bedewsa stethdrheedGse dadwncaerinot of
want trapping | etds f ac ethisahbig dealTunferjunatdlpshe t wa nt
thinks this is going to turn into a big deal and that there will be some legislation in the

next session. She hopesnot,thi nk t hat és wh ewoeld reatlydike togeea n g . S
small cohesive group of people including herself, Mr. Blakeslee, and Ms. Swain and
some people to sit down and really hammer thisout, i t 6s been really goc¢

heading in a direction that she is concerned about where we might end up. Some of us

emptying our retirement accounts and going around the state and getting signatures at

this point, she doesndt wadodsn dto Isiekee tthhae ihdaepg
general public has the burden of proof for safety or that the general public needs to find

range finders.

Mr. Hutchison saidth e di st anci ng tHedrelsstnya@tall becausé 999% of

all their trapping is done within 100 feet of a residence; they probably set more traps in

the industry than anyone in the state of Nevada, the companies that are represented

here in the pest control industry. He said their safety record is 100% in the last six years

have never had an incident. The other thing that holds us apart is they carry three

million in liability insurance for anythingtheydo;y ou have to | odkthexgt t hat
are pushing for exemptions for their industry across the board.
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Commissioner Drew asked Mr. Hutchinson what is your take in terms of you guys do a
lot of trapping in tight areas or areas that are relatively high traffic compared to some of
the trappers, do you have any sense on types of traps of sizes of traps, any opinions on
any of that discussion that they have had?

Mr. Hutchison said personally h e  d o leasemadot of opinion on that other than the fact

that he thinks by limiting certain traps sizes or locations and stuff. It 6 s t oo har d be
you always miss something, there are thousands of traps out there, and they probably

have just in their company alone 135 different types of traps, different size traps. Justin

inventory we probably have somewhere around 1800 traps and he is just one company.

When you start getting to that not all the animals are even covered under Nevada law

and what we do and donodot find here.

Commissioner Drew asked Mr. Hutchison does your company employ snares in some
of these areas.

Mr. Hutchison said very limited would we use that, there are some applications where
we have done that. Theyar e removing raccoons from someon
house; they are getting raccoons out of chimneys, getting skunks under homes, skunks

out of houseos, out of h e at iand gkunkshadit ofagiove c on d i
compartment boxes in cars. You have to have a wide variety of tools available to you
and everythingtheydo i s i n an wur ban theyspeciairemnment i toés w

Mike Smith representing self, said he has been listening to everyone and it seems to

himi t 6s not as c¢ompl headhinksehdt Ma. 8lakestee amg Ndse wairs |,

have a relationship here that can still move forward to get to where they want to go. It

appears that they have worked together a long time and have been able to. The
professionals here and it seems to him there ought to be some exemptions for them
because they are making a | iving aotdosstblkey ar e
for them to stay 1000 feet from a residence. Seems to me the hardest thing is going to

be deciding between Ms. Swain and Mr. Blakeslee are these boundaries and you guys

and he knowst hey6ve done a | ot of wor khamenothtoweg past
all away and start from scratch. I f it dés p owo wisibdoven withoyou withhrao s e
l'ist and say this is where we stand and can \

1000 yards versus 1000 feet then maybe 1500 feet or whatever it may be or you give

and take a little bit. He thinks everybody could get what they want, he knows darn well

t hat he doesndét wanchtrap pets judt lika fpe kowsi mtah &t 6 s not
intent and everyone has their line in the sand but he thinks with regulations being pretty

sparse with this, there is some regulations appears on the books and some we are

trying to change an ®Respoosinibtieswey are Aendoes knowifuthish

i s ndt unm forehis bub the registration of a trap he thinks important going down the

road. He would like to know some reasons whyit 6s not and the four d.
canot i mawgerie a Eapperfhavimgean animal sit out there for four days while he
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decided to make time to check his traps. He thinkst hat 6 s a responsibilit
wouldn awveant your pet trapped for four days.

Commissioner Drew said one of the things that he thinks folks need to realize about the

process is wultimately it o6s Coninessiankthatareondie us an
line for getting something done and he thinks there is a reason that the committee was
set up the way it was and itdés really hard t

everyonebs concerns and to Kkeepraatnofthepopam di s cu
meeting law. He also saidt her eds nothing that says that )
something outside the three of us and bring it back to this committee for us to discuss,

donot think that because thereaits yautguge pgaea
work collectively together in fact he would encourageit because 1Itds going
job easier, but he just wanted to make that clear that they need to do this in an open

and transparent process as a committee and the only way to do that is through the open

meeting law and the open meeting law is not conducive to one on one discussions and

negotiations. They are trying to do their mandate within the limitations that we have to

deal with but that doesndét mean it has to sto

Bob Brunnerr epr esenti ng s el f wastaditasaytihfartydu Solksnamda t he
your recommendation to the committee you are very restricted on what you can go

ahead and go forward with and he thinks that your recommendation needs to follow in

with SB 226 very closely. You can go ahead and move forward again, you can make

additions to it but your recommendation to the committee needs to be pretty specific. It

needs to be furbearers because it says right there in the law that you have to put down

furbearer,t hat 6 s ,andhyou aweed to put down t hat it os
areas, your recommendation has to be and again if you are going to be consistent with

what 6s already out ther e ,ahodo festhfa fubearersybe k ed i1
meanst hat 6s wi t hi n yourcavea sagingdobkeifrysu folks waht tot h e

work on some additional things or if you need to bring in some additional things

separately then that is very separate. What you folks are charged with is right here in

the law, i t 0s very restrictive It 0s right al ong
recommendation to the committee needs to be directly within these guidelines and they

arevery specific on the wording and on how you
how is that going to work in a county with over 100,000 down there, and a county with

over 100,000 up here furbearers and a distance that is going to be universal in all of

those areas when everything is so different. You can go forward with your
recommendation and t hat deeamatbat jushneeans thavthis committee

is done and you have done what the law has asked you to do and then the Commission

can go ahead and do that too and then if there are additional things that need to happen

it would be for a specific areas or something like that, then you can go forward.

Ms. Swain said she really appreciated the format. It has been very helpful to have
discussion within the limitations you have of the open meeting law and it has been very
profitable. She wanted to first of all make comments this gentleman made, she is on the
opposite opinion and she said that not just for herself but because of several. Two
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lawyers havelooked at the SB 226 and i1itdos their opi
jurisdiction to get into other related matters because they want to send - kick the ball
back into your court. Therefore, the Legislature she doesn 6t t hink i s going

we need to talk about furbearers and we need to talk about 1000 feet, she thinks that

the Legislature would be delighted if we all met. Whoever suggested that we have a

meeting outside this forum, we could find a good facilitator like we had last year, and

that they come up with a comprehensive package. Th a t 6 sshewshsgying she hoped

they take time with this process, she knows it says at the end of 2012, but she thinks if

they take time with this process and come up with a package that everybody is happy

with the Legislature she doesn6t t hi nk t hey, olaweaesarve theargghttoo s ay
ourselves to talk about furbearing mammals, she doesn 6t t hi nk t wdlgods t he
t hat 6s t he oleennoldamd thatimakeshs@anse to her. She wants to get on

record that she doesn 0 t think that we can have any tra
identification on traps and t hat 6s s a hiamp shetkalepst sayingpit her
because she honestly think that everything we are talking about will not make any

sense, will not hold any water unless if there is a violation. Employee of the Department

of Wildlife can find out who made the violat:
there, they already have penalties in place that is on their hunting guide. They have the

registration process in place that is totally online, anybody can do it, i teasy and so she

did not understand the objection to registering traps and she has asked about that and

has been told, we | | i tds t oo muc hhink thadisidofficent reé&dnenotd o e s n 6
to register ones traps and she has beénghe t ol d
same token if your registration is on a trap you can prove whether you did the offense or

whether you did not so | just really feel strongly to get that on the record.

Chairman McNinch said he understands peoples concern with the registration and their

perception of how it ties into the enforcement. He understands the relationships that are

trying to be built and with regards to the public safety aspect and being able to enforce.

He thinks they are all sensitive to that, it really is going to come down to legally what we

are able to do, trust me, he will be talking to the Deputy Attorney General and continue

those discussions so we are very clear on where we can go as a committee and as we

proceed through this process he will be very much in touch with them and find out and

get their formal opinions on some of those things. He wants to make sure that we are all

clear from our perspective, we are going to h
one that is truly going to matter for us and we will take it from there.

Rex Flowers, Representing Self said the visitation and the trap ideas all are identified

under NRS and he doesn 6t t hink thatdés what SB 226 was a
wanted to speak to is the fact that youobre |
503 and you have NAC 504.340. Already areas closed to hunting and trapping and he

believes you can use that NAC but a subsection C in there and identifies the areas that

can be closed to trapping from that, he believes also through that section you can take

care of the situation with private property and with the special trap he believes i t 6 s
identified in there to give exemptions for those. He would ask that you look into that. It

would be a real simple thing just put it in those counties with 100,000 populations or
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more,t her e 6 s n othirt thaa®QP ifoot pf aweasidential area or within whatever
you want to put.

Commissioner Robb said in looking at everything and listening to all the talk in Las
Vegas and in Reno, emails, and his discussions with interested parties. Were struggling
with open meeting law, now he thinks for us to have a discussions of board there has to
be a motion on the table so | basically have to make a motion to get a starting point.

Commissioner Robb makes a motion would be to charge our Chairman McNinch

to work with staff Rob Buonamici to start changing some of the language in this,

the specific |l anguage 106d |ike to change i s
to 100,000, to make sure that Wildlife Services and Pest Control people are

exempt against all regulation in this, to make the set back 1000 yards and exempt

private property owners. Commissioner Drew seconded motion.

Commissioner Drew said for the most part some of what Jack talked about he is fine

with in general going forward, what we need to do is definitely update our framework to

a second draft and maybe have some more public comment in conjunction with a
committee meeting at the December meeting in Reno, in charging Chairman McNinch

with trying to put together a second draft. He also encouragedands ai d he thihk e s not
that there is anything in the motion that would preclude this, and encourage a
discussion amongst the parties to at least see what areas we could find some
commonality in and what areas are maybe a complete logger heads, and at that point

they need to somehow come up with what they think is middle ground, but he would
encourage at least some discussion between the parties where are we or where can we

be in commonality on some of this and that would really help the committee at least we

will know where we can find common ground and maybe where we need to start making

some deci sions. Thatdéds my discussion at this

Commissioner Robb said to follow up on why he went the way he did is they realize that

they have the first draft and they need to move that draft along, and to move that draft

along they need to have some direction to move it along so they can have further
discussion on the points that he just put forward to take that draft forward. He hopes

that there is more discussion amongst the parties, He doesn6t know i f there w
movement but hopefully they can get to some place that we all know that they did
something and that we satisfythe Le gi sl at ure with the moHeement
has exempted it in his motion and the reason he exempted private property owners is

because of the Palomino, Red Rocks, and Winnemucca Ranch Road type people. He

believes in their right to protect their livestock and their private interest. With the

meeting they had in Las Vegas with the rats and feral cat colonies, there are all kinds of

things going on that he is not aware of and there are some real public health concerns

with some of these things going on, as Joel mentioned with Muskrats on waterways.

Th a t & public health and safety concern with flooding and breaches of different
waterways so in recognizing all of that,t h a t 06 e wants yo exclude pest control type
companies and private property owners and waterways well, he did not put that in his
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motion. Can he amend his own motion the waterway one, or can Jeremy amend my
motion?

Chairman McNinch 7 | suspect if you can handle it either way you would like to propose
an amendment

Commissioner Robb amended his motion to propose an amendment to my own
motion to exclude waterways from the setback to have no setback in a waterway,
instance for number one trap set in water for the reason of taking muskrat or
whatever waterway animal it is. Seconded by Commissioner Drew.

Commissioner Drew said further discussion again he doesn 6t know i f this ne
a form of an amendment or not, but he thinks they definitely need to figure out in Clark

County if they have a congested zone or if they only have the firearm exclusion zone,

because he thinks that will be key to their discussions moving forward. He said they

need to check out a little more of the difference between an occupied dwelling for which
apparently thereds an NR Sersdsenvhat weihave mthe cadftr e ady
framework as a resident. The concernhehaswi t h resi dents is therebo
that defines permanency and one of the things that was brought up in Las Vegas was

someone could tow a travel trailer out and allofthes udden youdbrO8feavort hi n a
yards of the trailer. He is not ecstatic about the 1000 yards he feels 1000 yards is a long

ways but is fine with moving forward with that and the discussions. He also said he

doesn 0t know i f those items reall.WHethirketdh atod sb e
something that will fall under the auspices of the Chairman as he creates the second

draft here, for the sake of discussion and some of the issues he has on his mind.

Commissioner Robb said Commi ssi oner Drew just whrmandg h't up
fuzzy over the 1000 yards, i t 6 s a st and theynnged p starting point for

everybody to discuss. He knows t hat t h esrirethesmotioh that goel probably
doesndét heknewst hededbs things in the mmntditgn itkkeat
but he is trying to get to a starting point, something that they can throw darts at again.

We have thrown darts at this one and we have had two days worth of discussion andi t 6 s

time to move to the next step and throw darts again,t hat 0 s nindghad hismmetaon.

He said he doesn 6t t hink either one ofyowhavwe gainedyas wo n
little ground and maybe lost a little ground, but he feelst hat 6 s where this is
upandt hereds going to bteyaecedriofthdl | e ground t hat

Chairman McNinch said they have a motion and a second and they have an
amendment and a second. He asked if there was any more comment or discussion on
any of the amendments or proposal. He said they will go ahead and take action on the
amendment to the motion which included the waterways, the trapping in the waterways,
the provisions that would apply to trapping in those waterways which in the number one
trap understanding was the intent. He said there is no further discussion and he will go
ahead and take call for the vote.
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All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.

Chairman McNinch said the motion and considering the motion that is now on the table
the overall motion which includes the waterways trapping in the waterways that no
setbacks would be for waterways, 100,000 to incorporate 100,000 it says in specific
language of Clark and Washoe Counties, incorporate the concept of the 1000 yards,
incorporate the exemptions for businesses and private properties. He asked if there any
further discussion on those items and do you feel like you need to make clarification on
firearm zone, clarification on occupied dwelling, congested areas.

Commissioner Drew said he would love to make clarification on that but until they figure

out if Clark Countyhasacongested area thatoés one that we
only other thing that he has seen that seems to make some since is a provision and

again Jack he doesn 6 t  k they wantitdf look at this as a form of an amendment. One

of the i deamesdntedid tllegprovisierethat does not apply to employees or

agents of federal, state, or local government agencies while performing duties of animal
management and pest control and maybe even public safety might go under there

because he thinks it might address some of the issue in terms of their firmly situation

where you have muskrats digging through the levies,andt hat 6 s t he oml y ot hi
seemed to make a lot of sense to him in terms of exemptions potentially for the pest

control folks, because a lot of times it sounds like they are working for local or county
governments or municipality. He doesn 6 t know i f t he proper a
amendment to the motion at this point to incl
feel comfortable looking at without an explicit motion.

Chairman McNinch saidt her eds not hing thatos slmumgef i cal l
being brought forward and he doesn 0 t believe itds probably be
motion so that they can bring it back as something that this committee is looking at. He

said that it would be in order to do an amendment. These other items, firearms zone,

the clarification occupied dwelling the congested areas, he considers those as more
informational items and gathering some information and he thinks t hat 6 s a si mg
request to staff, i t 6 s not requiring statuttdrsy als&n quaog
additional information for the committee to continue clarifying things of this nature and

they can work on that. He doesn 6 t e wheare they need to have a motion for that

particular item; he would entertain an additional amendment.

Commissioner Drew amendment to the motion would be including in the next
draft a provision to exempt employees or agents of federal, state or local
government agencies while performing duties of animal management, pest
control and public safety. Commissioner Robb seconded the motion.

Chairman McNinch called for any further discussion on the motion.

There was none.
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All in favor. Motion passed unanimously.

Chairman McNinch that he will make a comment before they go to public comment

period, again this is a recommendation that comes from the committee,i t 6 s been mad
back to staff to make some modified changes and some proposed changes to the

trapping regulation framework now, this is not a proposal, i t s goi ng back t
commission because they are not quite to that phase and this is preliminary. They will

request that staff develop the regulation and he will be part of that process and they will

set up additional meetings. They will set up a meeting and his intent he will talk to the

chairman of the Commission to have a meeting in Las Vegas and one in Reno so they

can continue to vet these things out in appropriate places where people have an

opportunity to voice their opinions or concerns and make additional suggestions. It will

probably be in conjunction with Commission meetings. We have two Las Vegas

meetings coming up, one in February and one in March. The Las Vegas meeting to vet

out any proposed modifications will likely be coordinated with one of those two meetings

and the February meeting if he had to make plans now. The Reno one would be easier

to work with, and what you would see at the Commission meeting is an update on

what 6s olwasically whek they are headed and what they are up too. They
werenot prepared to make a f oC€amaissionm witke thismme nd a't
agenda so there wonot b @0 waat this @mnitte® s dorek e n s p
There are no recommendations going back to the Commission. Long term there will

eventually be a vote based on input at this committee level which would be
recommendations back to the Commission. The Commission will vet it out and before it

is adopted and accepted it will have to go through a public hearing which requires 3 day

notice, there will be plenty of opportunity to continue the discussions once it gets to the
Commission. He wantedt o open that wup so that peopl e unc
back to the Commission at this point in time, they are still working on language. They

are going to move to agenda number five and open up for public comment. If you have

public comment and you would like to place on the record, wh et her i1 tds speci
item or not this is the time to place on the record.

5 Public Comment Period

Persons wishing to speak on items not on the
and present it to the recording secretary. Public comment will be limited to three

minutes. No action can be taken by the Commission at this time; any item requiring
Commission action may be scheduled on a future Commission agenda. In addition to

this Public Comment Period, Public Comment limited to three minutes per speaker will

also be allowed on each agenda action item, but not on reports or informational items.
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Judi Caron said she wants to thank everyone today, she feels it went very well. She
said sitting in the back of the room it was very hard hearing with the microphones; in the
future please have them turned on. At the next hearings when they look at this if you
have maps, can you have an overhead projector in Reno or in Las Vegas and the public
has the same viewofwha t y o u 0 raed what¢ y@u amegointing to.

Chairman McNinch asked if anyone had public comment. There is no public comment.

He closed the public comment period. He said he will reiterate what Judi said. You guys

conducted yourself admirably today and he really appreciated that they were all adults.

These issues are very emotional and they understand that and really appreciate being

able to sit Iin a room and talk about somethin
their own perspective, hopefully they wi | | come up with something
everybody and some sense. With that | would entertain a motion to adjourn.

Commissioner Drew makes a motion to adjourn, Commissioner Robb seconded
the motion.
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Gentlemen,

A private property exemption is the issue we most sifted at TrailSafe meetings. We met with the Farm Bureau's
Doug Busselman 1% months ago and discussed his concern that people do whatever they wish on their own
propertly. We tested taking the issue off the table. Each time we came back to it we found the regulation would
not meet the criteria of "reasonable" if it did not indeed include the prohibition of body-gripping traps throughout
the entirety of the targeted locales,

Box, capture and other non-destructive to limb or life traps will, of course, remain perfectly legal as a means of
property owners to protect their land without the onus of maiming or killing a neighbor's pet--as surely some dogs
do get loose--or worse, the adventurous child who has hopped her fence to investigate the wide-world on the
other side.

If private property were to be exempted, just exactly where would leg hold traps be banned, in the streets? In
business corridors? Cn the margins of public parks, but not the residences that abut their borders?

Private property must not be exempted from the new trapping ban.
We Strongly Urge Mandatory Trap Identification

Chief Buonamici was quoted in the Las Vegas Review Journal on Tuesday, "It's like a license plate, When you
have a bank robbery, you can get the (plate) number, but it's probably a stolen car."

Is it Chief Buonamici's conclusion, therefore, that we should do away with automobile licenses altogether?
Trapping ID should not involve personal data, but can be tracked with the current registry of trapping license
numbers. This can only benefit an NDoW warden's job by instantly identifying a trap as placed by commercial
interests, a personal business or so-called recreational trappers. Perhaps some sabotaging might occur of, what,
1-3% of all traps? Must that preclude the greater good a mandatory |D can do for NDoW's obligation to enforce
the law? ’

Lastly, | would leave you with Article 3 of the Universal Declaration of Animal Rights adopted by the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization in 1978,

If it is necessary to kill an animal, it must be instantaneous, painless and cause no apprehension,

Billy Howard
Reno

Strategist, TrailSafe

Community Organizer, NoBearHuntNV.org

Co Founder, Battle Born Wildlife Advocates
Founder, Steamboat Corridor Conservation Goalition
Graduate, Reno Citizens Institute

Graduate, Washoe County Leadership Academy

Co-Chair, Green Party of Nevada

48



Trapping Regulation Committee
Reno
November 9, 2012

gl oM ) HE
Pt

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is in reference to SB226, a bill supported by TrailSafe, which was introduced
at the 2011 Nevada Session- regarding changes to Nevada trapping laws.

As the bill was amended to delete its original general prohibition on trapping and,
instead, require the Board of Wildlife Commissioners to establish broad polices and
adopt regulations for the trapping of fur-bearing mammals within a residential area
whose population is 100,000 or more, the industries affected are concerned that without
consideration and input from those affected, and exemptions for such parties, the bill as
intended could have potentially devastating economic effects on these industries.

It could also place human welfare at risk in the case of schools, hospitals, food
establishments, businesses and even residential areas in limiting the ability to deal with
disease vectoring rodents and animals, as well as preventing state and federal agencies
from doing their jobs with regard to problem animals.

With the EPA’s decision to limit the use of rodenticides this year, and the label changes
to fumigants used for burrowing rodents last year, these industries are swiftly running
out of legitimate methods to control rodents and other problem animals. The simple truth
is that industries are more reliant on trapping than ever. In addition, until manufacturers
submit efficacy data to the US EPA showing their products effectively control non-
commensal rodents such as pack rats, deer and white-footed mice, (carriers of the Hanta
virus in the case of Deer mice), the use of rodenticides to manage such species is not
permissible.*

The following are recommendations made by Southern Nevada Health District regarding
the control of rodents:

“It is recommended that rodent control be conducted by a commercial pest control company that is
licensed by the Nevada Department of Agriculture.*

©  After rodent-proofing, glue and snap-type traps are effective in reducing rodent numbers.
© Do not place traps where they may be accessible to children or pets.
©  Over-the-counter poison baits can also be useful, provided the label directions are

followed, but should not be used in households with children or pets, unless,under the
direction of a licensed pest control company. "*

~ http://i roden

The current draft as stated lists exemptions for employees of NDOW acting in an official
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capacity or those under the authority of a permit issued by NDOW. It also exempts
measures used to control unprotected members of the family Muridae. Both of these
exemptions within the draft could inhibit some industries not covered by this language
and prevent control of some problem animals not within the family Muridae.

There is also great concern that licensed professionals attempting to trap feral animals
that pose a threat to human health and welfare would be inhibited by the intent of this
bill and the regulations that may now result from it. Coyotes in Nevada alone account for
over an estimated $100,000.00 in damages to private property and Nevada business as
well as the obvious threat they pose to residents and domestic animals. Some sources put
the number closer to a quarter of a million dollars. Many species known to vector rabies
are also a great concern. The following information is again provided by the Southern
Nevada Health District regarding rabies:

*The following animals are more likely to be infected with rabies:

o Shkunks

*  Raccoons

*  Bats

e Foxes

«  Coyotes
«  Bobcats

How can rabies be prevented?

*  Vaccination of dogs and cats against rabies is the best way to reduce human exposure.

*  Avoid contact with wild animals, and do not keep wild animals as pets.

*  Control of stray animals can decrease both animal and h exp es to rabies.

¢ Animals that have contact with an animal that might have rabies should be reported to the local
animal control agency.

e People who have contact with an animal that might be rabid should contact the local or state
health department

+  http://www.cchd.org/health-topics/rabies.php

Trapping is generally the only method available to the public for the control of potentially
harmful feral animals. Animal Control is not equipped to deal with the over-whelming
burden of problem animals in Nevada, and in fact is not even available in some areas,
hence the need for Nuisance Animal control and Pest Control Operators, as well as
support from state and federal agencies like APHIS.
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