Informational
 
Update on the Revision of Nevada’s Wildlife Action Plan-Chief of Wildlife Diversity Laura Richards- An update will be provided on the process to revise Nevada’s Wildlife Action Plan in order to continue to receive federal State Wildlife Grant funds.

The Nevada Department of Wildlife was charged with the development of a statewide Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Plan, now called Nevada’s Wildlife Action Plan.  This planning process was required of each state to continue to receive federal funds through the State Wildlife Grants program.  Nevada’s original Wildlife Action Plan was completed and approved by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) in December, 2005. To date, NDOW has received over $10 million in federal dollars through the State Wildlife Grants program. 
 
NDOW is coordinating and leading a conservation partner planning team to revise Nevada’s Wildlife Action Plan to incorporate the potential impacts of emerging and expanding stressors including accelerated energy development, invasive species and climate change on Nevada’s fish, wildlife, and habitats. NDOW is again partnering with the original Wildlife Action Plan team: The Nevada Natural Heritage Program, The Lahontan Audubon Society, The Nature Conservancy, and also The Great Basin Bird Observatory to develop this revision to the plan.  This partnership team was awarded a substantial State Lands Question 1 Bond Habitat Conservation Planning grant in order to help fund these efforts. 
NDOW has been working with multiple stakeholders to assess key habitats and species most likely to be affected by these stressors and is developing effective strategies for managing and mitigating impacts.  By identifying key conservation actions, we will be in a stronger position to ensure ecosystem resiliency across the changing landscape for key habitats and species.  The benefit will be healthy and diverse wildlife populations across the state of Nevada.  Primary focus will center on proactively preventing species from being listed as threatened or endangered as well as the restoration of species already listed.  A major project theme will be “keeping common species common” through the constant assessment of the status and needs of wildlife and their habitat and the initiation of responsive action before critical thresholds are crossed.  

NDOW has been coordinating with state, federal, and local agencies, and conservation organizations to gather pertinent information for the plan revision.  Public scoping meetings will be held this winter in Elko, Las Vegas, and Reno. The revised plan is expected to be completed and submitted to the USFWS for approval by spring of 2012. 
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