Meeting Minutes 

NBWC August 12 and 13, 2011

Fallon


Draft Minutes – The meeting has been Videotaped – ndow.org
Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners’ Meeting

Churchill County Commission Chambers

155 N. Taylor Street

Fallon, NV  89406-2763

Amended Agenda

See Changes to Agenda Item #14, #15 G, and #20

Friday, August 12, 2011 – 11 a.m.

1
Call to Order, Introduction and Roll Call of County Advisory Board Members to Manage Wildlife 
(CABMW) – Chairman Raine 

2
Election of Officers – Chairman Raine – Action


In accordance with Commission Policy #1 the Commission will elect a chairman 


and vice chairman. 


3
Approval of Agenda – Action

4
Boating Officer of the Year Award – Chief Game Warden Rob Buonamici 

5
Member Items/Announcements 

6
County Advisory Boards to Manage Wildlife (CABMW) Member Items –


CABMW members may present emergent items. No action may be taken by the Commission. 
Any item requiring Commission action will be scheduled on a future Commission agenda. 

7

Approval of Minutes – Action



Commission minutes from the March 11 and 12, meeting; April 15 and 16, 2011, 
meeting; the 
May 12, 13 and 14, 2011, and June 13, 2011, meeting. 

8
Correspondence – Chairman – Informational

The Commission will review and may discuss correspondence sent or received by the Commission since the last regular meeting and may provide copies for the exhibit file (Commissioners may provide hard copies of their correspondence for the written record).  Correspondence sent or received by Secretary Mayer will also be discussed.

9
Duck Stamp Request – Chief of Habitat Elmer Bull - Action


The Commission will review and be asked to approve 21 projects submitted


for funding from duck stamp funds. The total cost of the projects is $139,407.

10
Upland Game Stamp Request – Chief of Habitat Elmer Bull – Action


The Commission will review and be asked to approve 15 projects


submitted for funding from upland game stamp funds. The total cost of the projects is $406,383.

11
Federal/State Falconry Regulation Update – Chief of Wildlife Diversity Laura Richards and Corey Dalton Nevada Falconers - Informational


The Chief of Wildlife Diversity will provide the Commission with an update on the 
process and 
timeline to align state falconry regulations with federal falconry regulations. 


A*
Falconer’s Report – Corey Dalton – Informational



A report will be provided by Corey Dalton on behalf of the falconers 




in Nevada concerning falconry regulations outlining suggestions 





from the falconers on state compliance with the federal regulations. 


B
Falconry Regulation Process – Chairman – Action



The Commission may discuss falconry regulations and give 





instructions to staff on development of such regulations. 

12 
Predation Management Plan FY11 Report and Project Proposals Update - Chief of Game Larry 
Gilbertson and Game Division Staff – Informational 

13 
Wildlife Damage Management Committee – Commissioner Hank Vogler – Action                                                                                                
Commissioner Vogler will report on the actions of the Wildlife Damage Management Committee’s 
recent meeting and the Commission will be asked to review and approve the committee’s 
draft plan recommendations that identify predator management proposals for the 
Predator 
Management Plan for Fiscal Year 2012. 

**Agenda Item #14 Deleted – This item will be added to the September agenda.


Workshop - Informational 

14*
Commission General Regulation Number 393 – R002-11 - Bear Hunt – Program Officer III 
Maureen Hullinger


The Commission may adopt from the temporary regulation which expires Nov. 1, 
2011, 
permanent regulations relating to revising provisions governing the establishment of a black 
bear hunt, eligibility waiting period requirements, bonus point program, weapons restrictions, tag 
fees and other matters related thereto.
 

15
Reports – Informational

A
2011 Nevada State Legislature Session Report – Management Analyst 3 Kim Jolly

B
Finance Committee Report – Commissioner Howell

C
Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies Annual Conference –


Chairman Raine and Secretary Mayer

D 
Law Enforcement Practices in Incidents Involving Accidental Killing of Big Game Animals, Overview of Process for Determination of Penalties - Chief Buonamici - Public Comment Will be Allowed on this Item. 


E
Heritage Project Update – Deputy Director Patrick Cates 

F
Litigation Report – Deputy Attorney General Nhu Nguyen

**Deleted Agenda Item #15 G – This item will be added to the September agenda. 

G
2011 Open Meeting Law Legislative Changes – Deputy Attorney General Nhu Nguyen

H
Churchill County Wood Duck Harvest Experiment – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Biologist Chris Nicolai

I
Wolf Listing Status in Nevada – Chief of Game Larry Gilbertson  

J
Area 10 Mule Deer Research Findings – Tony Wasley, Wildlife Staff Specialist

K
Department Activities/Leadership Team Notes – Secretary Ken Mayer 

16
Public Comment 
Saturday, August 13, 2011 – 8 a.m. 

17
Call to Order, Introduction and Roll Call of County Advisory Board Members to Manage Wildlife 
(CABMW) – Chairman 

18
Member Items/Announcements 

19 
County Advisory Boards to Manage Wildlife (CABMW) Member Items –


CABMW members may present emergent items. No action may be taken by the Commission. 
Any item requiring Commission action will be scheduled on a future Commission agenda. 


Commission Regulations – Action  

**Agenda Item #20 Deleted – This item will be added to the September agenda. 

20*
Commission General Regulation Number 393 – R002-11 - Bear Hunt – 

Possible modification of Commission Regulation 11-07 – Bear Season

Program Officer III Maureen Hullinger


The Commission may adopt from the temporary regulation which expires Nov. 1, 2011, 
permanent regulations relating to revising provisions governing the establishment of a black 
bear hunt, eligibility waiting period requirements, bonus point program, weapons restrictions, tag 
fees and other matters related thereto. If the Commission does not approve CGR 393-R002-11, 
the Commission will consider amending CR 11-07 to close the bear hunt on November 1, 
2011 to coincide with the expiration of the temporary regulation. 


21
Commission Regulation 07 - 07 Amendment #7 – Wildlife Staff Specialists Russell 
Woolstenhulme and Shawn Espinosa – Action


The Commission may adopt amendments to recommend changes to bobcat, gray fox, mourning 
and white-winged dove season dates and Public Hunting Limited on Wildlife Management Areas 
and Designated State Lands for 
Scripps Wildlife Management Area and Washoe Lake State 
Park, and Overton Wildlife Management Area (hunting days).   

22
Commission Regulation 11 - 11 – Migratory Waterfowl - Wildlife Staff Specialist Russell 
Woolstenhulme – Action
The Commission may adopt the following regulations for the management of migratory waterfowl. These recommendations comply with the proposed regulations frameworks for 2011-12 late hunting season on certain migratory game birds established by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
23
Sage Grouse Hunting – Commissioner Vogler – Informational


The Commission will consider and may take action to close the 2011 sage grouse season. 


A
Report on all NDOW actions in past year and actions planned for 



current year to prevent Endangered Species listing of sage 




grouse. Report of Department opinion on effects of hunting on 




sage grouse population, and effects of hunting on possible 




Endangered Species Act listing - Staff


B 
Discussion of sage grouse seasons and hunting effects on sage 




grouse pending listing under the Endangered Species Act, and 




possible action to, close some or all sage grouse hunting seasons if 



the Commission determines such action to be beneficial - 




Commissioner Vogler – Action 

24
History of Bighorn in the Great Basin, Facts and Fiction - Historian Cliff Gardner - Informational

 
25
Biennial Upland Game Release Plan for Fiscal Year 2012 and Fiscal Year 2013 – Wildlife Staff Specialist Shawn Espinosa – Action 

The Commission will review and be asked to approve the Department’s proposed biennial upland game release plan for fiscal years 2012 and 2013. 

26
Biennial Big Game Release Plan for Fiscal Year 2012 and Fiscal Year 2013 – Wildlife Staff Specialist Mike Cox


The Commission will review and be asked to approve the Department’s proposed biennial big game release plan for fiscal years 2012 and 2013. 

27
Future Commission Meeting – Director Ken Mayer and Commission Chairman - Action

The next Commission meeting is scheduled for Sept. 23 and 24, 2011, in Las Vegas; and the Commission will review potential agenda items for that meeting.

The Chairman may designate and adjust committee assignments as necessary at this meeting.

28
2012 Commission Calendar Change – Secretary Mayer– Action 


Secretary Mayer will ask the Commission to consider changing the location of the February 
Commission meeting from Reno to Las Vegas to allow attendance and Commission support 
of the International Sportsmen’s Expo and Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Annual Elk Camp and 
Convention in Las Vegas on Feb. 3 and 4, 2012.
29
Public Comment 

Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners present for two day meeting:
Chairman Michael McBeath
Vice Chairman Jack Robb
Commissioner Jeremy Drew
Commissioner Charles Howell
Commissioner David McNinch
Commissioner Scott Raine


Commissioner Hal Shrum
Commissioner Hank Vogler
Commissioner Grant Wallace

Secretary/Director Kenneth E. Mayer


Cassandra Joseph, Deputy Attorney General


Suzanne Scourby, Recording Secretary 


Nhu Nguyen, Deputy Attorney General



Nevada Department of Wildlife personnel present:
Deputy Director Rich Haskins


Deputy Director Patrick Cates

Chief of Game Larry Gilbertson


Chief Game Warden Rob Buonamici



Program Officer 3 Maureen Hullinger

Wildlife Staff Specialist Mike Cox




Chief of Operations Bob Haughian 

Wildlife Staff Specialist Tony Wasley 

Chief of Conservation Chief Teresa Moiola 
Wildlife Staff Specialist Shawn Espinosa 


Chief of Habitat Elmer Bull 


Chief of Wildlife Diversity Laura Richards


Wildlife Staff Specialist Russell Woolstenhulme
Management Analyst 3 Kim Jolly

Wildlife Staff Specialist Carl Lackey

Others in Attendance/Two Day Meeting:

Gil Yanuck, Carson CABMW


Mel Belding, self
Brett Jefferson, Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
Daryl Harwell, Washoe CABMW

Hal Taylor, NoBearHuntNV.org


Joe Crim, Pershing CABMW

Rex Flowers, Washoe CABMW


Mike Turnipseed, Douglas CABMW

Ken Wellington, Elko CABMW


Tom Cassinelli, Humboldt CABMW

Bill Meyer, Lyon CABMW


Sam Bradley, Churchill CABMW
Paul R. Dixon, Clark CABMW


Billie Williams, Mineral CABMW

Don Molde, self




Walter Mandeville, Lyon CABMW

Mike Bertoldi, Nevada Bighorns Unlimited
Monty Martin, Systems Consultants

Gregg Tanner, self



Josh Vittori, self

Doug Busselman, Nevada Farm Bureau

Dave Drew, NNSCI

Tony Yarbrough, NV PAW


George Corner, Nevada Outfitters Guides Association

Chris Nicolai, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Corey Dalton, Nevada Falconers

Sheila Schoadel, self



Buck Sampson, self

Troy Smith, Churchill CABMW


Merlyn Dixon, self

Kathryn Bricker, NoBearHuntNV.org

Misty Buttner, NoBearHuntNV.org

Tim Miller, NoBearHuntNV.org


Madonna Dunbar, NoBearHuntNV.org

Sherine Kuckhoff, NoBearHuntNV.org

Toree Warfield, self

Margaret Martini, self



Kat Simmons, self  
Rex Flowers, Washoe CABMW


Joel Blakeslee, Nevada Trappers Association

Joe Crim, Pershing CABMW


Doug Martin, Carson CABMW and Canvasback 

Floyd Rathbun, sportsman


Troy Smith, Churchill CABMW




Michael Smith, self



Catherine Smith, self

Scott Carone, Safari Club International

Jesse Lattin, Churchill CABMW



Cheri Hamilton




Derrek Aaron

Anthony Kalbfus



Cliff Gardner 
Mark Hayes




Merlyn D. Dixon
Tim Miller, NoBearHuntNV.org


Billy Howard, NoBearHuntNV.org

Friday, August 12, 2011 – 11 a.m. 
Chairman Raine called the meeting to order and introduced new Commissioners Robb, Drew and McNinch, who thanked the CABMWs and others for supporting their nominations to the Commission. Commissioners McBeath and Wallace thanked the CABMWs and others for support of their re-appointment to the Commission. The Commission’s new Deputy Attorney General (DAG) Cassandra Joseph was also introduced. 
DAG Joseph said for Agenda Items #16 and #20 that the public comment period has been changed to allow public comment on anything not on the agenda.

CABMW Roll Call: Ken Wellington, Elko; Paul Dixon, Clark; Daryl Harwell, Washoe; Gil Yanuck, Carson; Tom Cassinelli, Humboldt; Rex Flowers, Washoe; Walt Mandeville, Lyon;  Bill Meyer, Lyon; Sam Bradley, Churchill; Mike Turnipseed, Douglas; Billie Williams, Mineral; and Joe Crim, Pershing.
2 
Election of Officers –

Commissioner Howell nominated Commissioner Raine as chairman.

Commissioner Wallace nominated Commissioner McBeath for chairman

Public Comment – 

Mel Belding, of Washoe County said he is representing himself and other sportsmen, and that he throws full support behind Commissioner McBeath for him being a “rock” since he has been here and has much respect for him and he is worthy of the position and deserves it.

Don Molde, representing himself, said he does support Commissioner McBeath, and thanked Chairman Raine for the consideration and courtesy shown to him over the past years and has greatly enjoyed the contact he has had with him. 

Commissioners in favor of Commissioner Raine’s nomination: Vogler, Shrum, Howell, and Raine. Commissioners Opposed: Drew, McBeath, Robb, McNinch, and Wallace. Nomination failed 4 – 5.
Commissioners in favor of Commissioner McBeath’s nomination: Drew, McBeath, Robb, McNinch, and Wallace. commissioners opposed: Vogler, Shrum, Howell, and Raine. Nomination passed 5 – 4.

Chairman McBeath asked for nominations for vice chairman. 
Commissioner Howell nominated Hank Vogler as vice chair.

Commissioner McNinch nominated Jack Robb as vice chair.

Public comment on vice chair nominations: None
Commissioners in favor of Commissioner vogler’s nomination: Vogler, Shrum, Howell, and Raine. Commissioners Opposed: Drew, McBeath, Robb, McNinch, and Wallace. Nomination failed 4 – 5.

Commissioners in favor of Commissioner robb’s nomination: Drew, McBeath, Robb, McNinch, and Wallace. commissioners opposed: Vogler, Shrum, Howell, and Raine. Nomination passed 5 – 4.

3
Approval of Agenda – 

Commissioner Drew commented that agenda items #13 and #23 B are slated for action and no support material accompanied the two items and he would like to obtain as much CABMW and public comment as possible, and that without support material, the Commission does not get adequate input. He also heard the same comment at the two CABMW meetings that he attended and saw in the minutes of the CABMWs that there was no support material supporting the two items. He asked that the availability of support material be considered when approving the agenda.

DAG Nguyen requested agenda item #15 F be moved to Saturday as she will not be present all day on Aug. 12.  

Commissioner Drew moved to table agenda items #13 and #23 B. Commissioner robb secondeded the motion. 

Commissioner Raine asked for public comment and procedurally how to proceed. 

Chairman McBeath said the public can speak on each motion specifically. 
Commissioner Raine said his style as chairman was to allow Commissioners to add items to the agenda and be discussed and if they think strongly about something, it should be on the agenda, and that was case with #23 B, and that is how that came about.  Commissioner Vogler can explain #13.
Commissioner McNinch said he would add to this discussion, agenda item #11 B, the falconry regulation, because as he understands it, the regulation is not due until 2014 and would be premature to take action at this time. He said this item should be brought back to a future meeting and he will amend the original motion. 
Commissioners Drew and Robb as the motion maker and second agreed with the amendment to the original motion. 

Commissioner Drew understands Commissioner Raine’s point and does not disagree and that is why he did not move to include #23 A removed as it is informational but before this Commission takes action, it needs to know where the CABMWs stand on these issues, and they need the support material to provide input, and due to lack of support material is why he made that motion. 

Commissioner Raine said he knows we are talking of falconry, agenda item #11 B, and if you noticed this was put here so the Commission could discuss and give instructions to staff. He envisioned discussion and is not creating a regulation, the reason for action was if the Commission chose to, they could give input on the process and rather than discussing as informational, it could be discussed by public and the Commission. 

Commissioner McNinch said although we have that as an informational item does not preclude us from taking action.

Chairman McBeath restated the motion as amended, is to table items #13, #11 B, #23 B.

Public Comment -
Chairman Paul Dixon, Clark CABMW, said when his agenda was compiled he had hoped he would see from the Commission information related to sage grouse hunting and Wildlife Damage Management Committee and as no meaningful information provided in the mail-out they took no action and advised that if Commission proceeds with those items there will no meaningful CABMW input.


Tom Cassinelli, Humboldt CABMW, said he is the rancher representative for Humboldt CABMW and that he would like more input on #23 as Nevada Cattleman’s and Nevada Farm Bureau are both opposed. He said Commissioner Vogler is supposed to be rancher representative and the Commission should go it alone on this as he knows not many ranchers are in favor if this. He said we are getting great wing data and to cutoff the hunt would hurt the effort to keep sage-grouse off the ESA list. For those two reasons he would like it put into record that Nevada Cattleman’s Association is not behind this and Reno Gazette-Journal article states ranching rep Commissioner Vogler as the ranching representative and not sure about that, as two major ranching interests in the state are opposed, and majority of people he spoke to are opposed and would like this taken off.

Mel Belding, Washoe County resident, said “ditto” to what Mr. Cassinelli just said. Cooperation between sportsmen and sage-grouse, on this particular issue is second to none. He counts sage-grouse and is constantly invited to stay with ranchers who expressed how important to save grazing and not get a bird listed. He feels that partnership between sportsmen, ranchers, and farmers that has been formed should continue anyway we can.

Daryl Harwell, Washoe CABMW, said at their meeting they tabled #13 as no support material for it, and his board probably sent last email with minutes. On #23 B, their motion was to recommend that Commission approve any 2011 sage grouse hunt but take no action or recommendation of closure without going to the CABMWs.

Vice Chairman Walt Mandeville, Lyon CABMW, said he would echo everything said so far as no support material for these items and at their meeting no opportunity to discuss those issues. Sage grouse season allows NDOW to collect data from the bird and if you close season, there is no other way to monitor the population unless it does become endangered. They would like more support material to discuss those issues.

Doug Busselman, Nevada Farm Bureau, said for the record it needs to be clarified that Nevada Farm Bureau would probably be opposed to closing sage-grouse season and agenda item being discussed is whether to have the item on the agenda and from that point of view they do not have problem with discussion or deliberation but want to clarify that position would likely be that they are not in favor of closing the season.

Discussion Returned to Commission -
Commissioner Vogler said he has everyone’s attention, which was his intention with this agenda item. He said Judge Winmill shut down allotments in northern Elko County and received $15 million in extortion money from Ruby Pipeline, and rural communities of Nevada are extremely dependent on ranching and mining. He lived in southeast Oregon for the first 35 years of his life and watched the spotted owl destroy an industry, ranching and other things. No one paid attention and waited for someone else to do something. The intention shows that proactive action needs to be taken not reactive. Whether he represents woolgrowers who unanimously support this and wants attention to this industry and we have done 10 or 12 years of wing studies and state needs to tell the federal government that we can manage and wanted Nevada to step up and be the first. Director Mayer has close relationship with Governor and can bring this up with them. He did talk to Nevada Cattleman’s Association and provided his position and to Nevada Farm Bureau who he does not represent. He had a group of people who were going to come in and put their case on with fencing of properties, and whomever they dealt with, made them feel betrayed so they did not come today. As far as the rest of the predator control, he understands with new makeup of Commission there is a paradigm shift, that now everything is habitat and knows we will have a complete reversal of direction, and just did not want to hand out information that would be invalidated as soon as we had an election of officers.
Commissioner Drew said he agrees with Commissioner Vogler on some of his points but to move forward, this is a communication issue between the Department, the Commission, and the CABMWs, and that needs to change and that is the reason for his motion but this board cannot make decisions without sufficient input of CABMWs who cannot do that without adequate support material.

commissioners In favor: McBeath, McNinch, Robb, Drew, and Wallace.  Commissioners Opposed:  Raine, Vogler, Howell, and Shrum. Motion as amended passed 5 – 4.
Chairman McBeath said he has a point in regard to #23 A – which he discussed with Director Mayer, and understands this is an issue that needs to be discussed, but in the proper way, and understands that U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will not be here to discuss this item and the discussion needs to be complete and therefore need to table #23 A and bring back as informational item before next year’s June meeting. 
Chairman McBeath moved to table #23 A. 

Commissioner Wallace asked for clarification whether this would be on the September agenda.

Chairman McBeath said he will amend his motion to include hearing it at the September meeting if representatives from the federal agencies are available.  

Director Mayer said the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) new director Amy Lueders and BLM State Deputy Director Raul Morales need to be included and he can invite them. He said for clarification that the bi-state Nevada and California population is not hunted by Nevadans, and there are many issues worthy of discussion.

Chairman McBeath amended his motion to have the item on the September agenda. Commissioner Wallace seconded the motion.

Commissioner Drew said he thinks sage-grouse is biggest issue this Commission will deal with and sage-grouse may need to be on every agenda and is interested in how the public wants this handled going forward.

Commissioner McNinch said he would support motion, and would ask to include in that motion, an update on statewide conservation plan efforts as there are a number of working groups and upland game stamp proposals include proposals for sage-grouse.

Public Comment – 

Mike Turnipseed, Douglas CABMW, said at one point in his career he used to be the director of the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and at that time the Department of Wildlife was under him and the Governor’s Sage Grouse Task Force was created and a lot of man-time hours and effort were put into that sage-grouse plan by multiple state and federal agencies, environmental groups, and multiple local groups who came up with sage-grouse plans and folded them into the state plan. He said to not take that lightly as much time and effort was put into the plan. 
Gil Yanuck, Carson CABMW, said he has been participating on the Governor’s Sage Grouse Task since 2002 and the issue was not forgotten after state conservation plans created. He said it is being brought back to life by court decisions and the level of priority for listing of Greater Sage-grouse and the subspecies in the bi-state area. Commissioner Vogler is correct that this is serious because if listing goes into effect it will affect the economy of the state in ways no one realizes. Mr. Yanuck said it is too bad the minutes of various meetings are not widely published and distributed so that the Commission could get up to date. The big concern was the bi-state area and they were told by Steve Able at the last meeting that one decision is to give bi-state areas a priority rating which is going to happen if we don’t do something real soon. One issue brought up is that in Nevada we lack regulatory control to protect the bird in that area. Your plan should be to bring people from federal agencies here to give us an education as everyone needs to understand the role they play in this giant problem that is facing Nevada and all the western states in regard to sage-grouse.

Doug Busselman, Nevada Farm Bureau, said he was a member of the original Governor’s Sage Grouse Team in 2000 to develop the plan and he would encourage the Commission to go forward with the report on agenda item #23 A as there is value to have the Department discuss the conservation plan that needs updating and Commissioner Volger’s intent to have this at the forefront for discussion should be followed.

Don Molde said he was quite excited when he saw this item on the agenda as you never see the value of hunting discussed by this agency that controls hunting, and from general public viewpoint this is a dramatic addition. It is important and general public does not understand how you have to kill an animal to save it. He thanked Shawn Espinosa for sending him information and would suggest that Professor Don Klebenow’s name be included at the September meeting as he did research on sage-grouse in Nevada.

Paul Dixon, Clark CABMW, said for clarity for new board members, is that when Clark CABMW, crafts their agenda they are limited by time and only agendizes action items and when they tabled this they tabled the informational portion and the Commission will see that in their action report.
Commissioner Vogler said we have 10 to 12 years of information and if we wait for U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Judge Winmill will say it needs to be done by 2013 or 2015 and if we sit and wait for that will we be like miners and ranchers, or will we be reactive as our Governor can approach the federal government. He personally is involved in two NRCS projects and as a result NDOW conducts sage hen studies in his meadows. He wants to make sure the 16 rural counties are not the dumping ground for Clark County.
Commissioner Wallace said he seconded the motion for discussion and after the discussion, he withdrew his second. Chairman McBeath withdrew motion. 

Commissioner Robb said on the agenda he agrees with Commissioner Drew that all action items should have support material but also believes the same for informational items.  He tried to find out more on agenda item #24 to try to have a meaningful discussion, as previously he served on the Commission’s Bighorn Sheep Committee, but he could not prepare for today’s discussion without support material. It is important not to just have presentations but to have active discussion.
Commissioner Raine said he added #24 to the agenda as it is good historical information and Mr. Gardner’s database is available online at “gardnerfiles.com.”

Chairman McBeath said his comment on this is, that for the past three years we have sat here and had agenda items forced on us with no support material and he is here to say from now on those days are over, and if a Commissioner wants to put an item on the agenda, there will be support material, and we will get CABMW input to have meaningful discussions on those items. There will be no springing of items to put people on the spot or make them look bad, that will not happen on his watch. This agenda item was placed on the agenda for this meeting knowing full well that on July 1 there would be a changing of the guard and that was done knowing the risk, that there would be a new chair and vice chair and new Commissioners, and that maybe the new Commission would not agree. In fairness to Mr. Gardner he believes he should come back and have a say and that is why he seconded the motion. 
Commissioner Robb said this really is not about bighorn sheep rather it is about information going to CABMWs and nothing more and that is his biggest heartburn with this item.
Commissioner Drew asked if Commissioner Robb would amend his motion to bring Mr. Gardner back to the September meeting.
commissioner Drew amended the motion to have mr. gardner back in september. Chairman McBeath seconded the amendment to the motion.
Judi Caron, from Washoe County, said she attends her local CABMW meetings and without support material you cannot discern the direction the discussion will go and that you do need support material to actively engage. 
Commissioner robb restated the motion: table and bring mr. Gardner back to September meeting and requirement for september is that information he will discuss is provided to cABMW and Department. chairman McBeath seconded the motion.

Chairman McBeath said DAG Joseph is indicating that he must withdraw previous motion and have all discussion prior to Commissioner Robb’s statement withdrawn and have a motion as restated. 
commissioners In favor: McBeath, McNinch, Robb, Drew, and Wallace.  Commissioners Opposed:  Raine, Vogler, Howell, and Shrum. Motion passed 5 – 4.
Chairman McBeath said only one more item – the Commission has received a tremendous amount of correspondence in emails with respect to the bear regulation.  The bear regulation had been scheduled for this meeting, and unfortunately received intervening decision from the court that caused procedural issue affecting permanent regulation and deemed prudent to take in judge’s order, and subsequently had to move bear regulation to September meeting. The problem with that is that meeting is in Las Vegas. With regard to agenda items #27 and #28, also had proposal to move those items from Reno to Las Vegas to take advantage of Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation being there. Original discussion from agenda item was to basically flip those two meeting. He said emails are asking to move meeting to Reno and he asked Department to check if office could be available for participation from the public for the bear agenda items. 
Secretary Mayer said he will have staff check on possibilities for teleconferencing from the Las Vegas office. 
Chairman McBeath said the next item is to insert another agenda item - a public comment agenda item following this item, #3, Approval of the Agenda. Commissioner Drew seconded. 

Commissioner Raine asked whether the motion could be amended to include approval of the agenda. 

Commissioner Drew said there is one outstanding request from counsel. 

Chairman McBeath and Commissioner Drew withdrew the motion and the second.

Chairman McBeath moved to create the new public comment period following this agenda item and move the litigation report agenda item #15 F to Saturday at end of informational items and approve agenda as amended. Commissioner Drew seconded the motion. 

Public Comment – None

Commissioner McNinch said he wants to make sure with the DAG that it is okay to add this agenda item that he does not believe is necessary and last thing he wants to see is a complaint that we added something that did not need to be there.
DAG Joseph said the Commission is fine in adding an additional public comment period. 

Vote was unanimous, motion carried 9 – 0.

*Additional Public Comment Period 
Hal Taylor said he is the attorney who lost the bear litigation case and is representing himself and has gone to many administrative meetings however these meeting have been exciting. He asked the DAG to explain why the Commission cannot take action to change the meeting location at this time.

DAG Joseph said Commission cannot take action to move the meeting location as that has not been agendized or properly noticed.

Mr. Taylor said at the September meeting he would ask board to take consideration of public interest in the issue and suggest when permanent regulation is considered whether you even need to take action on the permanent regulation as you can consider the 2011 status of the hunt. He asked that the Commission address level of discomfort with allowing hunting bears with a dog. He said he shares office space with Tom Papez in Ely and Mr. Papez asked Mr. Taylor to read his statement opposing the bear hunt authorized by the Commission. 
Sheila Shawdwill, said she is a real estate broker since 1984 at Lake Tahoe stated that the pending regulation to allow bear hunting will present problem for homeowners whose land borders the U.S. Forest Service, as those people actually think hunting is banned in basin, there may be a possible decrease in property values and sellers may have to disclose hunting. Most second home buyers buy and invest in Tahoe for the outdoor recreational values and do not buy to hunt and property owners place value on bordering federal lands. She said her comments were left out of Douglas CABMW minutes. The amount of money spent by hunters is nothing compared to what is generated by real estate transactions.

Don Molde said he is providing a guide for comments for people to comment on draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for Las Vegas water importation and pipeline right-of-way being processed by BLM for Southern Nevada. He said this project will change eastern Nevada as we know it, due to proposed pumping activity and if sportsmen are not aware, that is why he brought them and a meeting will be held in Reno next week as well. 
Chairman Paul Dixon, Clark CABMW, said he brought up issue at CABMW meeting that relates to Mr. Molde and water rights, is that former Nevada Test Site now Nevada Security Site has EIS document for review and if you are concerned with activities on site he recommends that you check that site as this will impact residents in Nye County.

Walt Mandeville, Lyon CABMW, said in regard to Policy #51 which was changed this past year, his board heard numerous complaints and they voted to recommend that the Wildlife Commission consider repealing Policy #51 and reverting back to the original policy that honored Commissioner Kirch.

Buck Sampson, said bear hunt is illegal in his eyes and to Native Americans as no consultation with any of the tribes nearest to the bear hunt. Secondly, they use bear parts in traditional bear dance ceremonies, and some have ability to communicate with bears and use bears to help in their survival and they do not hunt bears for fun rather to use bear parts for sacred and traditional ways and medicinal needs. They see the hunt as eradicating the bear as populations of Native Americans were and bears are sacred. He is against the bear hunt. 

4
Boating Officer of the Year Award – Chief Game Warden Rob Buonamici
Chief Game Warden Buonamici presented the Boating Officer of the Year Award 
to John Swisher who started with the Department as a fishery technician and has brought law and order to Lahontan Reservoir and as a result Lahontan is a safer water for boating activities. Game Warden Swisher is also known for his teamwork approach and Navigational Aid maintenance; and is a Defensive Tactics Instructor.
5
Member Items/Announcements

Commissioner Drew said we need better and timely support material for CABMW meetings, reinstate original Kirch Award, review of Policy #28 at future meeting, and receive an update on disallowing of certain powder during muzzleloader seasons.

Commissioner Wallace said need more information provided on sage-grouse at September meeting and would like that continued on agendas. 

Commissioner Robb said for Policy #51 he would like the same language from the policy in 2003, and also would like information on depredation hunt around Atlanta Farms as that issue seems to be blowing up in Lincoln County and White Pine County. 

6
CABMW Member Items

Chairman Paul Dixon, Clark CABMW, said they would ask for Policy #51, Kirch Award, reinstatement as Clark CABMW unanimously recommended with no public dissension that policy be reopened for public comment and possibly revise wording to get back to original award, or decide whether we take existing Lifetime Achievement Award which is not bad as an award as it looks at different things then Kirch Award and look to see if we can have both. Secondly, the Clark CABMW and public at the meeting, have received fairly large amounts of email over last six months, as recommended that mule deer policy be reopened as numerous items ignored during development and during public debate at Commission meetings, and think current policy is flawed and would ask to cancel policy until it can be repaired as is broad policy and needs to reflect how we care for mule deer in Nevada and do it in fashion that engages everyone. 

Chairman Rex Flowers, Washoe CABMW, said Policy #51 was an action item on their agenda and they recommended that it be brought back by the Commission in its original format, as they were very vocal in that, as they were when it was done away with.

Chairman Gil Yanuck, Carson CABMW, said on behalf of residents of Carson City they want to thank the Commission and all involved for Baily Pond in Carson City which was completed and the pond has heavy usage and every time you drive by you see people fishing.

7
Approval of Minutes from the March, April, May and June meetings. 
Commissioners Drew, McNinch and Robb abstained from the vote on approval of the minutes as they were not on the Commission during those meetings.

Commissioner Howell moved to approve the minutes. Commissioner Wallace seconded the motion. commissioners in favor of motion: mcbeath, howell, raine, shrum, vogler and wallace. motion carried 6 – 0. commissioners drew, mcninch, and robb abstained. 

8
Correspondence –

Commissioner McNinch said he had significant amounts of email addressing the bear hunt, and that he had email correspondence from Tina Nappe requesting clarification that at the Sept. 23, 2010, Finance Committee meeting, former Commissioner Lent had a conversation with her about non-sportsmen’s groups not contributing. Commissioner Lent said Ms. Nappe responded that they would never contribute to the Nevada Department of Wildlife. She asked that the minutes reflect that she does not recall that conversation and her email outlines strategies she has been involved in to engage non-sportsmen in legislative funding, and again she wanted that included in the record, and does not recall that conversation. 

Commissioner Raine said he had correspondence from someone requesting that there be more bear indoctrination classes and possibly allowing guides to attend in their stead; a letter from him to Nevada Bighorns Unlimited (NBU) requesting they give back the difference in funding of $18,000 and their response (exhibit file); email concerning dead lions on falconry (sic); letter on extension of deadline for bonus points and making regulations more hunter friendly.
Commissioner Drew also received bear correspondence; and had concerns with letter from Department disallowing blackhorn 209 powder for muzzleloading hunts mostly because of late notification, and whether or not youth hunters had been notified. 
Commissioner Raine added correspondence received regarding whether a vehicle can be used as a rest for a weapon. 
Chief Game Warden said in response to Commissioner Raine that using a vehicle as a rest is unlawful and is prohibited by NRS as have had accidents with folks using vehicles as a rest.

Chairman McBeath said letter sent by Department to Tracy Hammond who was mistakenly issued a Partnership in Wildlife Rocky Mountain goat tag in a Department error, and that at the Clark CABMW meeting Mr. Hammond expressed his displeasure that no letter received by him from the Department and on Aug. 11 he received letter stating bonus points reinstated. He said he received Part I of Hunting History as submitted by Assemblyman Ira Hansen, and correspondence between himself and Marlene Kirch relative to Policy #51.

Commissioner Vogler said David Lytle of Nevada Woolgrowers Association and other members contacted him on bighorn sheep augmentation and introduction of wild sheep in Goshute Range which is largest concentration of winter sheep range in Nevada in the winter and would be an instant conflict and as NDOW handles the wildlife it would only be minutes before Western Watersheds would want sue over their close proximity, are people aware that in Colorado now that sheep gone they are connecting, the die-off to  hemolytica A with cattle. 

** Commissioner Vogler Absent from meeting from this point through adjournment on Sat., August 13, 2011.
9
Duck Stamp Request – Chief of Habitat Elmer Bull – Action

Chief Elmer Bull of the Habitat Division said as noted he will present list of proposals submitted by field personnel for funding from the duck stamp. The proposed 21 projects are detailed in the support material and the request for funding is in the amount of $139,407.

Commissioner Raine said the wood duck study has been underway for nine years and asked why so long and what are the anticipated results. 

Chief Bull said Dr. Chris Nicolai is here today for questions and the project proposal was submitted by Department of Wildlife Biologist Russell Woolstenhulme. 

Mr. Nicolai explained the project and provided a document entitled “The Fallon Wood Duck Project” (document in support material, exhibit #9).

Commissioner Shrum said he has an aversion to funding the nine-year project any further. 

Public Comment – 

Daryl Harwell representing himself said project helps the state as wood duck banding project assists the state with meeting federal guidelines to hunt migratory birds in Nevada. He said the study put Nevada on the map.

Chairman Gil Yanuck, Carson CABMW, said general consensus is that all willing to sacrifice ability to hunt to gather information as information brought back far more valuable than ability to take waterfowl.

Mike Turnipseed, Douglas CABMW, said he would return to waterfowl hunting if not so gender specific.

Chairman Paul Dixon, Clark CABMW, commended staff for putting together a report that was intelligible and only thing missing was the answer to why the account balance was so high. Overton WMA has deterioiated and had many waterfowl hunters in attendance, and wanted to determine needed projects.

Commissioner Drew moved to support (duck stamp request) as proposed. Commissioner Wallace seconded the motion. commissioners in Favor of the motion: mcbeath, robb, drew, howell, mcninch, raine, and wallace. Commissioner shrum Opposed. Motion passed 7 – 1.  Commissioner Vogler absent. 


10 
Upland Game Stamp Request – Chief of Habitat Elmer Bull – Action 

Chief Elmer Bull reviewed the projects in the support material and noted the total cost of the projects to be $406,383. 

Commissioner McNinch said this is a good time to point out that a lot of these projects are beneficial to local sage-grouse projects and are leveraging federal money with the funds being requested.  

Commissioner Drew said he appreciates the sage-grouse emphasis and the partnerships and collaboration with the projects and would suggest that there is a large reserve in this account and would like that to be considered for sage-grouse projects. 

Public Comment - 
Walt Mandeville, Lyon CAMBW, said his board discussed the projects and had one issue, which is they are against the expenditures for the Surrogator for raising quail and pheasant as past efforts to raise this type of upland game did not work and it was expensive and not a good way to raise upland game. Survival rates were only 3 percent at the end of the year. 
Chief Elmer Bull said in response to Mr. Mandeville he understands his concerns, and the Surragator program is simply a box and theory behind it is to minimize the exposure of birds to humans. They have proven fairly effective in other areas and are seeing increase in counts at Mason Valley.  Expense wise is a little expensive but they are very durable and last for years.  Pheasants are cheap, total cost not high. 

Chairman Paul Dixon, Clark CABMW, said Clark CABMW supports all of these projects and they appreciate survey of guzzlers in Southern Nevada. 
Commissioner Howell said at Kirch there are no pheasants around there anymore but they do have quail in private 40 acres. He said he could see augmenting quail but pheasants would be hard.  
Chief Bull agreed that enhancing pheasants anywhere in the state would be a hard thing to do, feels that for this project we do have pretty good habitat that could support pheasants, and is worth the effort and not too costly to try. 

Commissioner Wallace moved to approve the 15 projects under the Upland Game Stamp Request in the amount of $406,383. Commissioner Drew seconded the motion. commissioners in favor of the motion: mcbeath, robb, drew, howell, mcninch, raine, shrum, and wallace. motion carried 8 – 0. Commissioner Vogler was not present.

11 
Federal/State Falconry Regulation Update – Chief of Wildlife Diversity Laura 
Richards and Corey Dalton Nevada Falconers – Informational 

Chief of Wildlife Diversity Laura Richards presented an informational update on the process and timeline to align state falconry regulations with federal falconry regulations.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) revised the federal regulations regarding falconry. The Nevada Department of Wildlife is currently drafting amendment language to Nevada Administrative Code governing the practice of falconry in Nevada. This effort is required to align the state regulations with the revised Federal regulations completed in 2008. The states have until 2014 to have their new regulations approved by the USFWS for the continued licensing of falconry. In Nevada, we have been formatting a set of draft state regulations incorporating the federal text. We have conducted our first round of falconers’ meetings to present the draft regulation language for review and input. The meetings were held in Reno on May 18, at NDOW’s HQ and in Las Vegas at NDOW’s office May 19, 2011. All letters were sent to all licensed falconers inviting them to these meetings. There were 18 attendees at the Reno meeting and 17 attendees at the Las Vegas meeting. A copy of the state draft regulation language was posted online on NDOW’s website and we accepted written comments from those that are not able to attend a meeting. Following the May scoping meetings, the NDOW team of License office staff, Law Enforcement Division staff and Wildlife Diversity Division Staff began revising the draft regulations revised based on feedback received. Some of the major changes we agreed to based on falconers input included:

-Moving the minimum apprentice falconer age back to 12 from 14

-Moving the minimum age for General falconer from 18 to 16

-We are incorporating CFR banding requirements and dropping the state requirements for all species to be banded.

-We have also incorporated CFR language on the species that may be possessed by an apprentice falconer.

-Others

Those revised regulations will be sent to LCB for review. Once the regulation is approved by LCB, we will submit this regulation for an agenda item for Commission approval this winter. This will allow for further public input. Following Commission approval, the regulation will be sent to the Legislative Regulations Committee for approval. The goal is to have the final approved regulation submitted to the USFWS in early 2012. We remain on track to have our state falconry regulations aligned to the new federal regulations well before the 2014 deadline. Also will update falconry database and the exam for falconers and submit them to the USFWS. They would greatly appreciate the assistance of the falconry community in developing that updated test. We appreciate the input we have received to date. They look forward to working with the falconry community over the next several months as these revised regulations are finalized. Together, we must ensure that the revised regulations are both in keeping with the needs of Nevada’s falconers and the responsible conservation of the falconry resource. 

 A. Falconer’s Report – Corey Dalton – Informational 

Corey Dalton who represents a large percentage of the falconers in Nevada said to date they have provided input to the Department and staff have been more receptive and have been working together progressively. He said the falconers were concerned that their issue would fade away with all the changes in the Commission and the bear issue, and as a small group they appreciate the assistance from Department and Commission, and hope the sport will be done with the federal regulations and that both sides agree.

Chairman McBeath asked if the early 2012 time frame is doable.  

Corey Dalton said the 2012 September cut-off is in three weeks which is fine as they knew they wouldn’t make the new Federal Register as a state that adopted regulations, but are confident that they will make the December deadline. He said the main goal of his group is to reduce the complexity and keep regulations that the state tracks minimal so that funds are used in a meaningful way. Mr. Dalton said the process is moving in a positive direction.
Commissioner Raine asked Mr. Dalton to provide background on the support material developed by Mr. Dalton and he would also like NDOW’s comments on it.

Chief of Wildlife Diversity Laura Richards said several months ago the NDOW team got together to investigate on how to revise falconry regulations and decided for ease of use by the public to pull federal language into NAC and that was sent out for review in May at public meetings.

Corey Dalton said their document was a secondary option for the Commission to decide if they want to go in that direction and was an exception document. He said the exception document had the premise to leave the federal regulation to reduce complexity and lessen number of NAC. He said a majority of the states have chosen to go in that direction.
Commissioner McNinch asked for clarification as to whether the support material the Commission received was the falconer’s version or the NDOW version. 
Chief Richards said draft regulations prior to scoping meetings where on the website but have not been posted yet with the revisions. Chief Richards said most of the content here represents the NDOW’s document. 

Chairman McBeath said the exception document is basically to incorporate federal regulations by reference, and he asked if amendment document will reflect changes to federal regulations. 

Corey Dalton said that is correct as they felt that would be easier to maintain, and federal regulations are not going to change because in 2014 the federal government will not be regulating falconry and there will be no more changes but they had to establish base level nationwide.
12 
Predation Management Plan FY 11 Report and Project Proposals Updates – 
Chief of Game Larry Gilbertson – Informational

Chief Gilbertson said this is the draft plan and to date have not had the committee meeting to review predator project proposals, and that the budget detail has been updated in the plan. He said he hopes to finalize the plan at the Commission’s next meeting. 
Chairman McBeath said he will be reassigning the Commission’s committees in the future.

15
Reports – Informational 

A
2011 Nevada State Legislature Session Report – Management Analyst 3 Kim 
Jolly

MA 3 Jolly reviewed the matrix of legislation prepared for this meeting which was submitted in support material and is available online at ndow.org. She said that Bill Draft Requests are due to the Governor’s Office in February 2012.
B
Finance Committee – Commissioner Howell 
Commissioner Howell said the committee reviewed position vacancies; overtime; and out-of-state travel. 
C
Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (WAFWA) Annual Conference 
– Chairman Raine and Secretary Mayer

Commissioner Raine said he attended WAFWA’s Commission Committees and the two main topics were wolves and mule deer. He said the worst part of WAFWA is the special interest groups that sponsor invitation only events for the directors as that “looks bad.” The good part is when all the Commissioners met and there was huge amount of unanimity between the Commissioners as all have similar frustration despite the fact that the states are all run differently. He said he heard from Commissioners there who had read the Nevada Department of Wildlife press release that talked “smack” about the Nevada Board of Wildlife Commission and the quota reduction, and their comments were, that they would have fired the people who wrote the press release and the director. Mule deer science is really interesting, and top three items of mule deer management that Commissions put forward is that number one is predation, carrying capacity issue, and deer modeling processes in other states. He said his suggestion is to run the deer model with different assumptions and bring that to the Commission. He   recapped conversations with other Commissioners and his recommendation for the future is to send a different Commissioner every year.

Director Mayer said to clarify the record, as Commissioner Raine alluded to corruption with sponsoring organizations at WAFWA, is that the groups that sponsor the director functions are Ducks Unlimited, Intermountain West Joint Venture, Recreational Boating and Fish Foundation, and the National Wild Turkey Foundation, and all are groups that contribute to state agencies nationwide. He said at the Plenary Session the focus was social media and large-scale conservation. Media mogul Ted Turner was the speaker and he owns one-half million acres of land and he personally deals with conservation on a large scale. The social media is the wave of the future and getting our message out for recruiting hunters, getting information out, and agency legacy, also discussion with directors and Commissioners of the ESA and how the federal government is addressing that and also how they are ignoring state’s rights. He chaired the National Greater Sage-grouse Executive Oversight Bird Committee which had standing room only and the BLM unveiled framework for their strategy for the first time to address regulatory framework for sage-grouse which has been the problem all along and now it is in their shop to modify Resource Management Plans across the west to provide that framework. Next WAFWA meeting is Jan. 5 – 8 in San Diego, the annual meeting is July 20 – 25, 2012, in Kona, Hawaii. He attended many subcommittees meetings and also in conjunction with WAFWA he attended the Colorado River Fish and Wildlife Council meeting and the Pacific Flyway Council meeting.  
Commissioner Robb said from Commissioner Raine’s comment about attendance at WAFWA, it sounded like he spent a lot of time on hiring director, and that is not Commission’s purview as Governor hires the director. Also, all the comments on mule deer and mule deer and understands he did not make attend the first meeting of the mule deer committee meeting at WAFWA. He said attending WAFWA is an expenditure of sportsmen’s dollars and he wonders whether we got our money’s worth this year.
Commissioner Raine said in rebuttal to Commissioner Robb that the Commissioner Committee ran concurrently with the first day of the Mule Deer Committee and you try to attend everything you can. He said during the Commissioner Committee’s meeting they discussed state’s plans in depth for mule deer and some states to raise money are raising nonresident fees to the outer limits until demand meets supply for nonresident tags. 
D
Law Enforcement Practices in Incidents Involving Accidental Killing of Big Game 
Animals, Overview of Process for Determination of Penalties – Chief Game 
Warden Buonamici
Chairman McBeath said this item is to describe Law Enforcement’s protocols for handling the accidental killing of a big game animal. 

Chief Buonamici said accidental kills happen and the question is how to handle those accidents. Wardens are not robots and he provided scenarios of incidents and described how Law Enforcement handles accidents that are as identical as possible within the reality that there are different courts, jurisdictions, etc., and that through warden training sessions the Department has evolved with a philosophy of handling accidents derived from years of experience. He also reviewed the protocols for a Department employee and wardens involved in an accidental killing of a big game animal.
Chairman McBeath said the DAG is recommending that public comment be moved up to insure that the public has adequate time to comment. He said he would like to move public comment up and then return to informational items until 6 p.m. which is the time the doors lock. 
Chairman McBeath moved to move agenda item #16 to follow #15 D. Commissioner drew seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously 8 - 0. commissioner vogler absent. 
16
Public Comment – 

Cliff Gardner  representing Rural Heritage Preservation Project which is a small number of elderly persons concerned with what is going on in America said he is here to ask to enter data into record as NDOW in past has published and disseminated data that is incorrect. Their greatest concern is data on page 4 of Nevada Division’s of Wildlife Bighorn Sheep Management Plan. He provided a packet of documents for the record – Rural Heritage Preservation Finding of Fact, Assemblyman Ira Hansen History document, and an article authored by Wayne Burkhart on sage-grouse. 
Kat Simmons said she is from a third generation Nevada family a family that fishes, hunts, and is a ranching family, and that this bear hunt that has been allowed to happen has devastated her family. She has a petition and has gotten over 200 signatures with only two in favor of the hunt.  She watched a video of houndsmen releasing dogs on bears and was the most savage scene she has seen and that does not represent sportsmen in Nevada. She was saddened, and took her own children to Tahoe rehab open house and saw bears and learned those bears will be released in time for hunt. Hunting for sake of trophy has nothing to do with being a sportsmen, not a hunt is a slaughter. She and children opposed to hunt. 
Sherine Kuckhoff, member of NoBearHuntNV.org said she lives in Incline Village and is a realtor. She has grave concern this hunt will impact tourism summer and winter. Tahoe prime destination resort. Incline Village is in Hunt Unit 194, Mt. Rose is Unit 196, Spooner and Marlette 192. Nevada has no requirements regarding public safety and this should have been addressed by this Commission before authorizing bear hunt and how will rules of no hunting be enforced within 1,000 feet of dwellings and trails. Ms. Kuckhoff said the lack of safety net invites terrible incident that could happen, and will be a disaster. Hunt should not happen. (Statement attached – Public Comment #16)
Kathryn Bricker, NoBearHuntNV.org provided statement. (Statement attached – Public Comment #16).
Misty Buttner, said she is a Native American and is speaking for herself, provided statement. (Statement attached – Public Comment #16).
Madonna Dunbar, said she is a resource conservation professional in Nevada and is addressing the Commission as a voter. The public is concerned with public safety and economy of Lake Tahoe, bear hunt is a financial drain of agency resources and public funds, and is basically being done so as few as six or up to as many as 20 hunters have a trophy hunt, the hunt won’t address human/wildlife conflicts and the hunt has the potential for exacerbating the current situation. Ms. Dunbar asked that a working group be formed to address a non-lethal bear management plan. She strongly recommended closing discussion on permanent bear hunt, because on June 29 Governor Sandoval signed Assembly Bill (AB) 169 requiring the Commission to implement an Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) plan to control and prevent invasive species such as quagga mussels invading Nevada waters and also inspect boats. Nevada is only western state without AIS plan and is a huge task with a deadline over six months away, recently invasive species found in Lahontan and Rye Patch. Water most precious resource and if mussels introduced could be costly as they destroy fisheries and recreational opportunities. She suggested the Commission concentrate on bigger picture and focus on AB 167.

Margaret Martini, said she is a native Nevada citizen and would like her statement in the record. (Statement attached – Public Comment #16).
Brett Jefferson, said he is a Washoe County resident and is speaking for himself. He said he is a member of the 1 percent who hunts bears. He and his family eat bear and hunt bear in Idaho and hunting is part of what we do in our family. NDOW has decided there is sustainable population of bears to hunt and now Nevadans do not have to travel to California or other states to hunt bears, unfair to deny him that opportunity. Idea that population is not growing is not accurate as number of bears in urban areas has grown and indication of bear population growing as bears are pressured to going into urban areas, and he would urge the Commission to continue on path of hunting bears in Nevada so that sportsmen do not have to go out of state.
Mark Hays, said he is a long-time native Nevadan, the bear is not a prey animal and has sacred spirits attached to it. He said this is like breaking a treaty, and why fix something that is not broken. If you only knew how powerful bear presence is in bear heaven equation. There is so much gun activity, wars, and street violence and more across the border. If you are playing God with nature to kill a bear is wrong. Go Bears!

Mike Bertoldi, said he is past president of Nevada Bighorns Unlimited (NBU) representing 4,000 sportsmen, and they support the bear hunt as it is based on sound science, is supported by bear biologist Carl Lackey who cares more about bears than some people in this room. Secondly, hunting is a management tool used by state agencies and the bear is only big game mammal not being managed by a hunt and that is why NBU supports this hunt. 

Merlyn D. Dixon, said he is a Shoshone reservation resident, statement provided. (Statement attached – Public Comment #16).
Billy Howard, said he is an organizer for NoBearHuntNV.org from Reno, and provided an update on campaign to gather signatures from residents in Nevada and California. He provided a jump drive for the exhibit file. (Statement attached – Public Comment #16).
Tim Miller, NoBearHuntNV.org, said hunt area map 192, 194, 196, in Tahoe Basin are included in bear hunt area, also are multi-use recreational areas used by hikers and other outdoor recreationists. He said it seem that the Commission has ignored the large opposition to this thing, the Washoe CABMW voted against it, Incline voted against it, and thousands of signatures obtained by NoBearHunt.NV.org. Also, large batch of emails sent, and don’t seem to be doing that. 
Judi Caron said she is a member of conservation community in Nevada and has had a hunting license since 1973 and is proud of the Department of Wildlife, she trusts the Department and enjoys reading the Department’s species’ biological reports and hunters have never impacted to extinction a huntable species and she supports the bear hunt. 

Mel Belding said he is a life-long resident of Nevada, and believes 1 percent of 19,000 is wrong and believes the number to be more like 60,000. As to the bear hunt he did not apply to hunt but supports it and NDOW. At the Washoe CABMW meeting they did not vote against the bear hunt rather they voted against the process of how the hunt was implemented. The fact is as many as 50 bears a year get euthanized and now a sportsmen wants to take a bear. He did not hear an outcry when bears got whacked for third time in garbage and can’t believe we can’t reach agreement on managing bears in a civil way. Mr. Belding suggested having a working group formed rather than discussing the issue in public comment. He said he respects Native American concerns.
Josh Vittori Washoe County said he agreed with Mr. Belding’s comments and others and is supportive of bear hunting and he applied for a tag. He said on agenda item #22 that over two years ago a group of waterfowl hunters requested creating in eastern Nevada a third waterfowl zone. He was involved from the beginning with that and wants the season to open Oct. 1. He said there are not that many waterfowl hunters so they appreciate being heard on their request for a third waterfowl zone and if any amendments to season dates that favors youth hunters is a very good idea as he supports increased hunting opportunity. 
Don Molde said he is opposed to the bear hunt not due to biology issue rather because every decision made by the Commission is two parts - can we do it and should we do it. He thinks “the should” part is clear as the public does not want the hunt and from that standpoint alone, the hunt is a bad idea. 
Meeting recessed at 5:40 p.m. 

17
Call to Order, Introduction and Roll Call of CABMWs to Manage Wildlife –


Chairman McBeath  
Chairman McBeath called the meeting to order at 8:06 a.m. and said Friday’s agenda was not fully completed; therefore he reordered the agenda for beginning with agenda  item #21, #22 and then jump to #25 and #26 come back to #23, and finish with informational items.
Chairman McBeath moved to change the order of the agenda, have Call to Order, Member Items, CABMW Items, Public Comment, then Commissioner regulation (CR) 07 – 07, amendment #7, CR 11 – 11, then biennial upland Game release plan and then biennial big game release to sage grouse then finish with informational reports. Commissioner mcninch seconded the motion. 
USFWS Biologist Chris Nicolai suggested the Commission hear his presentation on wood duck restrictions prior to taking action on the waterfowl seasons.

Chairman McBeath amended his motion to change and insert agenda item #15 H between #21 and #22. commissioner mcninch as the second to the motion agreed with the change. motion carried 8 – 0.commissioner vogler absent. 
CABMW Roll Call: Paul Dixon, Clark; Ken Wellington, Elko; Daryl Harwell, Washoe; Rex Flowers, Washoe; Doug Martin, Carson; Joe Crim, Pershing; Bill Myer, Lyon; Billie Williams, Mineral; Jesse Lattin, Churchill; Tom Cassinelli, Humboldt; and Daryl Harwell, Washoe CABMW.
18
Member Items/Announcements

Commissioner McNinch said Dr. Molde asked him to read a few letters into the record the first one was on ending the sage grouse season (exhibit file). 

Commissioner Shrum received: A letter from a California resident in favor of the bear hunt; a letter from Assemblyman Ira Hansen concerning bobcat hunt asking for variation to season dates; and a letter from a man who reported a swan hunter and mailed statement to Elko office to make sure man was rewarded for reporting swan hunter to Operation Game Thief and having him arrested. 
Chief Game Warden Buonamici said he will follow-up with Eastern Region staff in regard to conviction. 

19
CABMW Member Items - 

Daryl Harwell, Washoe CABMW, suggested that the Commission’s Wildlife Damage Management Committee be actually called the “Predator Committee” as support material is denoted as predator management. 
Chairman Ken Wellington, Elko CABMW, said he wanted to address Commissioner Vogler’s statement in regard to a bighorn sheep transplant in Goshute area where he said people that lived there were not notified, as that is false and could be addressed by Mr. Cox. As far as committees, he would like the Tag Allocation Committee recreated and allow CABMW members the opportunity to participate on committees. Lastly, Nevada Outfitters and Guides came to their meeting and presented a program on “Wounded Warriors.” He said that is program which takes wounded soldiers hunting on donated tags. 

Chairman Paul Dixon, Clark CABMW, said in the past he requested, and it states under NRS that draft agenda be out four weeks and two weeks that support material is posted to the website, and believe if CABMWs had meetings two weeks in advance that would allow time for the Commission to understand their issues. He requested that be considered by the Commission and secondly important for Commissioners to attend their nearby and local CABMW meetings as that would help narrow focus at the Commission meeting. 
*Public Comment –
Daryl Harwell, Nevada Waterfowl Association, said the court ruling received denying transfer of water right for wildlife and his organization will proceed with trying to get transfer and paid attorney to proceed with obtaining higher rate for wildlife.
Roll Call of Commissioners Present – Chairman McBeath, Commissioners Robb, Drew, Howell, McNinch, Raine, Shrum, and Wallace. 

Chairman McBeath said Commissioner Vogler is absent and that Commissioner Vogler did not request to chair to be excused and part of reason he moved agenda item #23 to the end was to give him a chance to get here and may be contacting Secretary of Commission with action for Commissioner Vogler’s unexcused absence.

21
Commission Regulation 07 - 07 Amendment #7 – Wildlife Staff Specialists 
Russell Woolstenhulme and Shawn Espinosa - Action  

Wildlife Staff Specialist Woolstenhulme said in regard to the bobcat season that the public and CABMWs had many questions and he showed a PowerPoint presentation on the Department’s process and he answered questions from Commissioners as he proceeded.

Public Comment –

Joel Blakeslee, Nevada Trapper’s Association (NTA), commended Mr. Woolstenhulme on excellent presentation and said there has been confusion over trapping data over the years, and Nevada has best bobcat management and data of anywhere in the world which he knows from personal experience and has 35 years of good data. NDOW needs to be commended for that. Four years ago poor recruitment data and shortened season and they agreed to that and since then two year trend of excellent recruitment and prey bases are rebounding. First of season is for eastern guys and end of season is for chukar hunters. He said fur prices are not predictable and what drives the price is the value of dollar and oil prices assist in determining price of pelts. NTA’s recommendation (exhibit file) was provided in a letter dated Aug. 2, 2011, which is to return to the 120 plus season. 
Commissioner Drew said the NTA dates are in conflict with some CABMW recommendations and would support NTA proposal but is concerned with that conflict.

Joel Blakeslee said he used to attend the CABMW meetings to discuss NTA proposals but did not do that this year. 

Chairman McBeath said he recalls that the shortening of the season was to be temporary.

Mr. Blakeslee said at the time we had different furbearer biologist.

Mel Belding, Washoe County, said at the Washoe CABMW meeting he spoke in favor of Department recommendation and would withdraw that support as he did not know that biologists are predicting pelt prices down the road and has read that oil prices coming down, and 120 day season makes sense as that should assist with obtaining more data.

Chairman Ken Wellington, Elko CABMW, said they supported Department recommendation, but after hearing today’s testimony has no problem supporting earlier season and the full length of the season. 

Chairman Paul Dixon, Clark CABMW, said on his board they discussed this and as they have several trapping members on the Clark CABMW and from their perspective in southern Nevada they stopped trapping last year as they lost days to snow. He said they support Mr. Blakeslee and thanked him and Mr. Woolstenhulme as Mr. Woolstenhulme attended their meeting and having a biologist present at the meeting made a difference. 

Rex Flowers, Washoe CABMW, said they too went with Department recommendation but after hearing presentation today he could support NTA. 

Walt Mandeville, Lyon CABMW, said supported Department recommendation and also do not disagree with 120 day season. Recommend an effort to educate trapping public so that they are cautious as to where they set their traps.

Jesse Lattin, Churchill CABMW, said the public at their meeting recommended 120 day season and the board supported that recommendation from data provided. 

Commissioner McNinch said he has another letter from Don Molde with the suggestion to tailor mule deer season similar to bobcat season (exhibit file) with no management areas statewide. 

Commissioner Drew said two general comments, one he would like the Department to finish the Bobcat Bulletin and next time this season is set, the information provided today should also in the future be provided to the CABMW.

Biologist Caleb McAdoo said for clarification as it was alluded that biologists had speculated on high fur prices as a reason for the season adjustment and he said the biologists do not speculate on prices, rather they are looking at was in conversations with fur buyers, was a decrease in supply and our opinion was effort would increase. 
Chairman McBeath said the Commission’s concern is always the resource and question to ask is population going to be impacted – the Commission considers all the factors. 

Commissioner McNinch said he is concerned with Washoe Lake State Park and seven days a week of hunting as he knows many people use area during the week, and seemed to be a reasonable balance there and that seven days concerns him, and that is one area of the regulation he will not be able to support.
Mr. Woolstenhulme said he had extensive communication with State Parks and they submitted the change for public comment on their part and comment was received from bird watchers who use the park and their feelings were that during dead of winter there may not be that much bird watching opportunity and talked of times of year marshes are closed which is almost six months of year area closed due to bird nesting and they want to make usage equitable between user groups. Again, he said he worked with Washoe Park State Manager and they are in full support. 
Commissioner McNinch said there is much information as to the biology but struggles with putting in discussion on economics and fuel. He appreciates NDOW looking at models for furbearers as to determine baselines and evaluations of data.  
Commissioner Raine moved to approve bobcat pelt sealing dates and migratory upland game bird changes as presented by Department. Commissioner Howell seconded the motion.

Commissioner McNinch said he can’t support the motion due to the change in Washoe State Park.

COMMISSIONERS IN FAVOR: CHAIRMAN MCBEATH, ROBB, DREW, HOWELL, RAINE, SHRUM, AND WALLACE. COMMISSIONERS OPPOSED: MCNINCH. COMMISSIONER VOGLER ABSENT. MOTION CARRIED 7 – 1. 
Commissioner Raine moved to open both seasons bobcat and gray fox to run concurrently on nov. 7 and close on last day of FebRUARY. Commissioner Howell seconded the motion. 

Commissioner Robb said after everything he heard he can’t support NDOW recommendation as believes we should go to the full 120 day season.

Chairman McBeath said he also can’t support the motion as presented and the 120 day  season seems reasonable.

Commissioners in favor of the motion: raine, howell, and shrum. Commissioners Opposed: chairman Mcbeath, robb, drew, mcninch, and Wallace. Motion failed 3 – 5. 

Commissioner robb moved for bobcat and gray fox to open November 1 through last day of february. Commissioner Wallace seconded the motion. 

Commissioner McNinch said he hopes we come up with a good model and get on the same page.
Commissioner Drew said he would support the Department recommendation however with the information presented and no biological impact he can support the 120 days.

commissioners unanimously in favor of the motion, motion carried 8 - 0. commissioner vogler absent.
15 H
Churchill County Wood Duck Harvest Experiment – U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service Biologist Chris Nicolai
Dr. Nicolai presented a PowerPoint presentation: Fallon Wood Duck Project, Effects of Harvest on Population Dynamics” (exhibit file). He said currently waterfowl regulations are conducted on series of surveys and can change annually and we are in the 17th year of liberal regulations which means hunters are shooting ducks at the highest rates ever and this year is the highest reported count of ducks since surveys began – an interesting enigma. 
Director Mayer said Dr. Nicolai is to be commended and thanked him for his study as he is a passionate duck biologist and duck hunter and wished he worked for NDOW. 

22
Commission Regulation 11 – 11 – Migratory Waterfowl – Wildlife Staff Specialist 
Russell Woolstenhulme

Wildlife Staff Specialist Woolstenhulme reviewed the proposed regulation and answered questions from the Commission. He said if there are season date changes he will check to make sure it fits in the framework. 
Public Comment - 
Chairman Ken Wellington, Elko CABMW, said they would like was to have the youth hunt start in the Northeast Zone to begin Sept. 17, 2011, and end Jan. 14, 2012; for the adult Northeastern Zone for ducks to start on Sept. 24, 2011, and end Jan. 6, 2012, same with coots, snipe, both snow and Canadian geese and falconry; and for scaup they requested to stay with Department recommendation Oct. 1 – Dec. 23. 
Daryl Harwell, Nevada Waterfowl Association, said his board made direct recommendation to 
endorse Department recommendation. The Washoe CABMW proposal was to keep youth hunt as is but move dates of youth hunt one day ahead and later but that does not conform with federal framework.

Chairman Paul Dixon, Clark CABMW, said they reviewed the recommendations and agreed with everything. He asked about the youth season in the Southern Zone and how it will work in Moapa Valley, as general hunting starts later. 
Wildlife Staff Specialist Woolstenhulme said the youth would have to be closed in Moapa Valley to address that as can’t add third day and puts youth and rest of zone within regular season.
Chairman Paul Dixon, Clark CABMW, said this is a housekeeping issue that needs to be taken care of, and need to add that youth hunting closed in Moapa Valley as the conditions are no water.
Wildlife Staff Specialist Woolstenhulme said need to add verbiage that early season Moapa Valley is closed as it cannot be outside of the federal framework.

Wildlife Staff Specialist Woolstenhulme said Chief Gilbertson mentioned that we translocate geese to Overton from Reno specifically for youth to hunt and either have to make Southern Zone an early youth day specific to Overton, or the opening needs to be within framework – Oct. 29 or Oct. 22.

Chairman McBeath said Oct. 22 would be preferred for Southern Zone.

Doug Martin, represents Carson CABMW, Canvasback Gun Club, and himself a 42 year veteran duck hunter. He said for clarification that at their meeting they had two guidelines with different youth days and his board acted on the proposal with one youth hunt which was Oct. 1 date and other has two youth days Oct. 1 and Feb. 4, 2012. Mr. Martin said he is totally supportive of the youth hunt. 
Wildlife Staff Specialist Woolstenhulme said the paperwork with one date was an informal email and the official recommendation had two youth dates. 

Doug Martin, Carson CABMW, said the will change some of the CABMW recommendation as they voted to put the youth hunt at the end of the season.  The Canvasback recommends the youth hunt be at the end of the hunt out of concern for water usage and putting water on marshes earlier then general open, would like it at the end, whether it is one or two days. He said they definitely support the youth hunt. 

Jesse Lattin, Churchill CABMW, said they voted for Department recommendation of a youth day at 
the beginning and at the end and had public express that recommendation support and also voted to support Chris Nicolai’s wood duck project.
Wildlife Staff Specialist Woolstenhulme said he had a comment for the Elko CABMW recommendation and that having scaup open a week later may cause them to miss opportunity as scaup pass through earlier and if scaup matched their general season recommendation they may have better opportunity to harvest scaup.
Ken Wellington, Elko CABMW, said they would support that. 
COMMISSIONER HOWELL MOVED TO APPROVE CR 11 – 11, SEASONS, BAG limits AND SPECIAL REGUALTIONS for migratory waterfowl WITH FOLLOWING CHANGES: NORTHEAST zone special youth hunt SEPT. 17 and JAN. 14; northwest zone Feb. 4 and 5; southern zone oct. 22 and feb. 4; and northeast zone wanted to change their open seasons for ducks and mergansers from Sept. 24 to jan. 6 and everything else as department recommended. commissioner shrum seconded the motion.

chairman mcbeath moved to amend the motion with regard to special youth waterfowl hunt northwest zone, based on carson cabmw and canvasback, keep oct. 1, 2011, and feb. 4, 2012, on youth; ducks and mergansers is correct; scaup northeast zone start Sept. 24 and end date dec. 16, and correction it is northwest zone rather than northern zone (typo); coots and common moorhens the date is sept 24 – jan. 6 northeast zone; common snipe sept. 24 – jan. 6; geese, Canada white-fronted, Snow, and Ross, sept. 24 – jan. 6 for northeast zone; falconry sept. 24 – jan. 6. commissioner wallace seconded the motion To amend. swan season as proposed. vote on amendment unanimous. Motion carried 8 – 0. 
Commissioner vogler absent. 

vote on main motion as amended: unanimous 8 – 0, commissioner vogler absent.

COMMISSIONER RAINE MOVED THAT ALL ADDITIONAL ITEMS NOT COVERED BY ORIGINAL MOTION AS PASSED ARE PASSED AS PRESENTED BY DEPARTMENT IN SUPPORT MATERIAL.COMMISSIONER WALLACE SECONDED THE MOTION. MOTION PASSED unanimously 8 – 0. Commissioner vogler absent.
25
Biennial Upland Game Release Plan for Fiscal Year 2012 and Fiscal Year 2013 
– Wildlife Staff Specialist Shawn Espinosa – Action

Wildlife Staff Specialist Shawn Espinosa said the Biennial Upland Game Release Plan was sent in support material for this item and the Department developed the plan in accordance with Commission Policy #22 for Commission approval. He summarized highlights from the plan.

Commissioner Drew moved to approve the upland game release plan as presented. Commissioner Wallace seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously 8 – 0. commissioner vogler absent.
26
Biennial Big Game Release Plan for Fiscal Year 2012 and Fiscal Year 2013 – 
Wildlife Staff 
Specialist Mike Cox – Action

Wildlife Staff Specialist Cox said the plan was provided in support material for this meeting and he reviewed proposed augmentations as described in the plan for the next two fiscal years (exhibit file) and answered questions as he proceeded. 
Public Comment – 

Chairman Paul Dixon, Clark CABMW, said at their meeting they discussed with the Department biologist that all sheep transplanted from Nevada carry the diseases already that caused the die-off in the North Rubies, and looking back to the 1990s the die-off was associated with extremely cold weather and there is supposition that there may be a tie with being a carrier and the extreme cold to succumbing to the disease. He has a veterinarian on his CABMW and they felt that the information obtained is worth the 50 bighorn sheep as you will study them from start to finish. 

Floyd Rathbun, provided a handout (exhibit file), and said discussion he heard was encouraging as easy to transplant animals but you are transplanting all the parasites and pathogens and you do need careful veterinary oversight. He said Mr. Fulstone’s concern is hold harmless agreements which they support and the idea of separation of domestic sheep and bighorn sheep is noted also and the control of predators on the domestic sheep benefitted the bighorn.

Brett Jefferson, NBU, said in 2009 NDOW released 25 bighorn in the Stillwaters, in 2010 they released 40 bighorns in five different ranges and they believe the proposed plan is based on sound science and conservative biologist approach. The proposed translocation experiment is essential to understanding the disease over the long-term. NBU supports translocation of 740 animals proposed by the Department and has budgeted one-quarter of $1 million of sportsmen’s dollars to support the plan - $100,000 is to habitat and water development and $150,000 for the capture and release of bighorn sheep and pronghorn antelope.  NBU sees this plan as an essential first step for increased opportunity for sportsmen and asked that the Commission approve and support the plan. 
Rex Flowers, Washoe CABMW, said they supported the Department’s release last year and again this year. Last year when the Virginia release came up it was shot down, and at they viewed it as an opportunity for the citizens of an urban area to have the chance to view bighorn sheep.

George Corner, Nevada Outfitters and Guides Association, said they received little feedback on this item and in regard to the plan, can conclusively say that the majority of the outfitters in Rubies and East Humboldt’s support this plan. At the Elko CABMW meeting it was brought up that five rams out of East Humboldts, and Department was concerned that the rams would migrate back to the East Humboldts, and the Department wanted to remove them and provide them to a research facility. 
Gil Yanuck, Carson CABMW, said they had a NDOW biologist at their meeting who presented the transplant in the Virginia Range and they saw the benefit to the public of having the bighorn sheep that are viewable and accessible. 

Tom Cassinelli, Humboldt CABMW, said Humboldt County has been a recipient of many transplants and they support the Department recommendations. They had concerns with Virginia Range and he reiterated that you don’t have to do everything for the act of hunting, as the species itself is more important, as the more bighorns established is a good thing, and if you can hunt them that is a plus. They had much discussion on Ruby herd and would love to see Alberta sheep brought back to the East Humboldts as those genetics were in there in the past.  

Don Alt, said he has range land in the Virginia Range where that transplant will take place and that he was never notified of the transplant and if he has any loss or restricted grazing, he will consider that a “taking.”

Walt Mandeville, Lyon CABMW, his board approved it and would like an opportunity along the line for viewing sites for educational trips to be developed and for safety. 

Director Mel Belding, NBU, said this is exciting, and in regard to Virginia Range he said they will build water developments right away and have discussed the viewing areas with one of the guzzlers viewable from Interstate 80. Also, talked of cool-off for Unit 181 as to how long will we have to wait as 70 to 85 percent were in the die-off. He hunted that area two years later and stock was reintroduced from an area that had poor lamb recruitment and biologist may not have wanted those sheep, and it went from 19 in 1992 or 1993 to 257 in 2005. On the cool-off, now he is in that area constantly and almost back to numbers before die-off, and the cool-off is a guess, and may not be needed. He said same concerns and questions for the Delamars.
Commissioner Drew disclosed that the firm he is employed by, Resource Concepts in Carson City has several clients in Lincoln and one in Storey that could be impacted by the plan and on advice of counsel he will abstain from the vote on transplants in Lincoln and Storey Counties.
Commissioner Robb said he has been contacted by the superintendent of Storey County Schools in regard to the Virginia Range transplant and they are in great support of the transplant and will take students to view the bighorn sheep, the Storey County Commission supports it and are working with Lance Gilman the property owner, and basically everyone from Storey County who has contacted him asked for Commission support to go forward as they were disappointed that it did not go forward last year.
Commissioner Raine said he really likes one of the proposed projects, the idea of transplanting remaining sheep from the East Humboldts into the Rubies. The corollary to that is East Humboldts and is worried that it may be too soon for a transplant, as much work needs to be done to make sure clear of bighorn sheep that are in there, also need additional season to make sure that they don’t wander back in. It would be prudent to put off one year, and make sure sheep don’t go back in. Good idea to have study but pushing the timeframe, there is no imperative reason to do that. The Goshute is adjacent to Indian Reservation and sheep will wander and would be a concern. The Virginia Range will get approved, but need to think about the probability that the sheep won’t stay on top of the mountain, as they will go down to river and residential area, and in the long-range a concern to him is using hunter’s money to transplant sheep for non-hunting purposes and access is checkerboard which is another concern to him. For the Delamars his question is he would like to see whether this is the last transplant or should it be continual and would like something on paper as to the Department’s plan. 

Commissioner Howell said Mr. Alt should have been contacted and maybe there are others who were not contacted, and also Commission has policy that includes predator control prior to the transplant and that should not be forgotten especially for a reintroduction. 

Commissioner Drew said his comments are towards Elko County projects and is pleased with permittee and NDOW working together in developing hold harmless agreements which needs to happen because in broader sense that demonstrates collaboration which should alleviate some of these discussions in the future, and in terms of support material, the more he receives to read the better. He said he knows there are risks with these projects and as a sportsmen representative he looks at the CABMWs and nine of the CABMWs are in favor and they understand the risks and are willing to put their dollars up for the projects. In regard to desert sheep, he understands there may be excess animals, and that should not be left out. He thinks there should be a caveat that all projects will move ahead with approval from the federal land management agencies as most of the projects occur on public lands. 

Chairman McBeath asked Commissioner Drew to identify the projects that he had conflicts with.

Commissioner Drew said his conflict is with any project in Storey and Lincoln County.
Commissioner drew moved to approve the Department’s Biennial Big Game release Plan for Fiscal Year 2012 and Fiscal Year 2013 with the exception of any project in Lincoln or Storey County. Commissioner Robb seconded the motion. commissioners in favor: chairman mcbeath, drew, robb, howell, mcninch, shrum, and wallace. opposed: commissioner raine. motion carried 7 – 1. Commissioner vogler absent.  

Commissioner Robb asked Mr. Alt for clarification on his statement that he owned property in Storey County as to where the property is.
Mr. Alt said Lyon and small portion in Storey and is no longer a grazing allotment – no microphone.
Commissioner robb moved to approve the big game release plan for Lincoln and Storey Counties as submitted across all species. Motion seconded. commissioners in favor of the motion: chairman mcbeath, robb, howell, mcninch, raine, shrum, wallace. commissioner drew abstained and commissioner vogler absent. 
23
Sage Grouse Hunting – Commissioner Vogler – Informational

Chairman McBeath said item #23 B has been tabled and will deal with #23 and #23 A with Wildlife Staff Specialist Shawn Espinosa presenting these items. Biologist Espinosa made a PowerPoint presentation for this item (exhibit file) and answered questions from the Commission. 
A
Report on all NDOW Actions in the Past Year and Actions Planned for current 
year to prevent Endangered Species Listing of Sage Grouse. Report of 
Department Opinion on Effects of Hunting on Sage Grouse Population, and 
Effects of Hunting on Possible Endangered Species Act Listing – Staff – Action 
Biologist Espinosa made a PowerPoint presentation for this item (exhibit file) and answered questions from the Commission.

Public Comment – 
Tom Cassinelli, Humboldt CABMW, said he is the ranching representative and they (ranchers and others) had concerns with the agenda item #23 B that was tabled yesterday - closure of sage grouse seasons. He said the Department has in place protection methods as we just heard with counts and the benefit of the open units outweighs the closure as the data gathered is important and we would have none of that without the hunt. He said historically sage hen were not that prolific in Nevada and sportsmen and ranchers have expanded the country which allowed wildlife to expand. He said sportsmen are out there trying to propagate animals. The point is that from hunting we gather information and it comes back to each species that is hunted and that comes from sportsmen money which is used to expand their habitat, as well as ranching. He has two sage grouse projects on his ranch as does Commissioner Vogler. We need the data to go along with it.

Doug Busselman, Nevada Farm Bureau, said he is an original member of the Governor’s Sage Grouse Team and has worked for eight or nine years on the bi-state plan and supports hunting as a necessary tool that needs to be used as a sound management activity. He said he would bring forth to the Commission the need to go forward to re-evaluate the statewide plan, update it and efforts underway locally to revisit the plans and update them as well. He said we need sound conservation planning taking place that evaluate current threats and opportunities for restoration. He said they are committed to being involved at state and local level. He said they have concerns in rural Nevada that relate to certain activities such as BLM starting a top-down  planning activity that has and Conservation Plan Process since 2000 involved private sector participation and getting to a point where we are seeing agency cooperation but are not bringing in the private sector as before and that needs to be addressed.

Chairman Paul Dixon, Clark CABMW, asked how successful the restoration efforts for habitat which were done after the drought in Nevada were. 

Biologist Espinosa answered that restoration was met with variable success across the state. Fire rehab depended on slope and elevation, so mixed results, but some areas of the state, such as east of Midas and Tuscarora looks better than if we had done nothing. Kudos to BLM for seed mixes and was successful where used.

Daryl Harwell, Washoe CABMW, said this was moved to September meeting and as previously stated Washoe CABMW did not receive these PowerPoints and would be difficult for him to relay, and asked if PowerPoints could be sent by the Department to the CABMWs so that they can have the same information.

Rex Flowers, Washoe CABMW, said from the historical data, he would comment that for example the season in the 1960s was earlier and limits and possession were different than today and harvest numbers are affected by those factors which would account for the variance and that should be noted. 
Walt Mandeville, Lyon CABMW, said positive things are happening and closing the season because of its threatened status would be a mistake at this time, we need to continue efforts and have to remember that nothing happens overnight, and improvements in habitat can take a lifetime. The Lyon CABMW supports continuing the season.

Chairman McBeath asked the Department if the Commission or state should be doing anything in response to the USFWS.

Director Mayer said Mr. Espinosa will continue his work with the Governor’s Sage Grouse Team and the Department is embedded in many different aspects of sage- grouse conservation and would suggest a standing agenda item on Commission agendas to keep apprised of conservation of the bird.

15 E
Heritage Project Update – Deputy Director Patrick Cates

Deputy Director Cates provided a status report (exhibit file) of Heritage projects. He said projects extended from last year have contracts approved and extended. Fiscal Year 12 contracts are in various stages of completion and are denoted on the spreadsheet he provided.
15 F
Litigation Report – Deputy Attorney General Nhu Nguyen

DAG Nguyen reviewed the report as submitted in support material.
15 I
Wolf Listing Status in Nevada – Chief of Game Larry Gilbertson

Chief Gilbertson said status of wolves has not changed since the 1800s as wolves were occasionally seen and taken in Nevada. He said Nevada has been excluded from the Rocky Mountain Distinct Population Segment (DPS) by the USFWS; however, now that wolves have moved into Oregon and Washington the Service is looking at a Northwest DPS and one of the proposed maps includes the Central Valley of California and are looking at corridors through Nevada, and staff are participating in that process and hope to have same result with that DPS as the Rocky Mountain, and at this point in time, wolves are protected and listed as a big game species in Nevada and are managed by the federal government.

15 K Department Activities/Leadership Team Notes – Secretary Ken Mayer

Secretary Mayer said the format of the notes has been changed to bullet statements to hasten production and reading of the notes.

27
Future Commission Meeting – Director Ken Mayer and Chairman McBeath - 
Action

Director Mayer said that it has been suggested by DAG Howle that the Commission could have a teleconference to discuss moving the location of the September Commission to Reno as the Department does not have the videoconference facilities to tie the Las Vegas meeting to the Reno office for public participation. 

Chairman McBeath said his preference would be to move the meeting to Reno and requested that the Department initiate a teleconference meeting with one agenda item – discussion of the change to the September meeting. 

Commissioner Howell said he had two items for the next agenda, one being to budget for nine Commission meetings, and to make the wolf an unprotected species in Nevada.
Chairman McBeath said may have that on the agenda to see how the CABMWs feel about that.

Commissioner Drew said wants the update on sage-grouse on the agenda from federal agencies, and action items for Commission Policy #51 and possibility of suspending Commission Policy #28. 

29
Public Comment – 
Mike Smith, resident of Southwest Reno, said he is here to request the September meeting be moved to Reno.

Catherine Smith, Galena resident, also is requesting that the September meeting be in Reno as they are more affected than anyone else in the state by the bear hunt.

Chairman Paul Dixon, Clark CABMW, said the September meeting is the fishing regulation meeting and has two items he would like information on: When will Lake Mead be reopened to raise fish, and the status of the AIS legislative deadlines and if CABMW assistance is needed. Lastly, he would like to know the status of wild horse round-ups and pending legal action. 

Commissioner Robb asked for a Walker Lake status report as to water quality analysis and the lake’s prognosis on a future agenda. 

28
2012 Commission Calendar Change – Secretary Mayer – Action

Deputy Director Haskins said the change is requested as the Sportsman’s Expo and Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Conventions will be in Las Vegas on Feb. 3 and 4, 2012, which would allow sportsmen and the Commission to attend. 
Commissioner mcninch moved to approve switching the Feb. 3 and 4, 2012, meeting from Reno to Las Vegas. Commissioner drew seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously 8 – 0. Commissioner Vogler absent. 
29
Public Comment – 

Derrek Aaron, resident of Incline Village, said he is opposed to the bear hunt regulation. He read a passage from “Sagebrush and Slot Machines,” and the reason he read the passage as ultimately the decision by the Commission on the bear hunt affects state of Nevada and visitors to Lake Tahoe Basin. Decision must be made with respect to those who signed petitions and sent emails, and spent time and effort organizing opposition to the bear hunt. He said there are many organizations at Lake Tahoe that provide education on being “Bear Aware” and appropriately handling trash. Opposed to the hunt due to sheer number of persons opposed, which is estimated at 14,000; versus the small amount of number of hunters awarded a tag and is a gross disservice to the community and does not reflect voice of community. He said there is inconsistent data about bear population from Mr. Lackey and the Department.

Anthony Kalbeus, said he is a part-time resident of Incline Village, and is opposed to the bear hunt as it conflicts with other well established outdoor activities such as hiking and snow-shoeing.  He said there are many hikers and on Aug. 20 he will stop hiking and is sure that most hunters are careful but only takes one or two accidents, and wants the Commission to know this interferes with outdoor hiking.
Cheri Hamilton, resident of Incline Village, said she has a vacation home in Incline Village and for the record is against the bear hunt. Her concern is safety of hikers and bikers and does not want to share the trail with hunters, as she does not want to be mistaken for a bear. After Aug. 20 she will not be hiking, and the Commission should listen to people. The people she has talked to will not continue to go outside once the hunt starts. A four month long bear season will have a definite impact on this well established recreational area, and urged the Commission to get out and talk and listen to people.

Mike Smith, Washoe County, said he reviewed the firearm congested area maps, and it seems they have failed to look at congested areas, and asked the Commission to really consider the area and the economic impact to the basin if tourists stay away and already could be a public relations problem and if the boundaries were changed would alleviate fear of people. 

Meeting Adjourned at 4:16 p.m.
Note:  The meeting was videotaped and is viewable on ndow.org. The minutes are a 
summary of the meeting. At the Department of Wildlife headquarters in Reno is a 
complete record of the meeting, including recordings; 
and all the exhibits 
received/referenced during the meeting. The record is available upon 
request for review. 
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