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Elko County is the wettest part of the driest state in the country.  Winter is when most of the pre-

cipitation falls, so itõs no surprise that it falls as snow.  Most of Northeast Nevada gets 8-10 

inches of precipitation, while some mountain tops get more than twice that much.  Reno gets 

about 7.5 inches and Las Vegas receives only about 4.5 inches.  Snowmelt in the valleys and 

foothills provides moisture for spring plant growth, but the high mountain ranges act as natureõs 

reservoirs, holding water and releasing it throughout the remainder of the summer.  Some of this 

water is stored in man-made reservoirs and used to irrigate crops during the summer months.  

Because animals eat plants and plants depend on water, the precipitation that falls in our area 

is extremely important to wildlife.  Because the northeast corner  is the wettest, itõs easy to see 

why our corner of the state has the most wildlife. 

 

Water = Wildlife 



Mid January: 

What are Animals  in Northeast Nevada Doing Today?  
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Rattlesnakes are hibernating alone or in small 

groups.  Some may be denning  in groups of sev-

eral hundred in abandoned burrows or rock cav-

erns, where they lie in groups or ñballsò. 

 

Frogsô body processes have slowed down 

and they have burried themselves in mud at 

the bottom of lakes. Their bodies have some 

natural antifreeze chemicals built into them, 

and some kinds of frogs who live in very cold 

climates can even survive being frozen solid. 

 

Mule Deer are migrating to areas of less snow 

where food is easier to reach.  They are also 

seeking out places close to feed where they 

can avoid the cold wind. 

 

Carp have covered themselves with 

mud at the bottom of lakes and streams 

and are almost motionless. 

 

Owls are using their keen sense of hearing 

to find small rodents under the snow.  



The Nevada Department of Wildlife has many resources 

for teachers: 

Elk Kit 

Mule Deer Kit 

Videos 

Pamphlets and brochures 

Project Wild workshops 

Trout in the Classroom    (Learn more at ndow.org) 

Classroom presentations 

Wild Week at Nevada Department of Wildlife in Elko 

 

Call Norv Dallin 777-2391 for more information. 

Attention Teachers: Project Wild  
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Did You Knowééé.. 

Project Wild is a popular environmental education pro-

gram used throughout the US and six other countries.  

Teachers who attend a Project wild workshop receive a 

manual with over 500 pages of activities designed to 

teach students about wildlife and environmental issues.  

If you are interested in attending a Project Wild work-

shop, contact Norv Dallin at 775-777-2391  

 

 

Teacherõs Page 


