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Bighorn sheep are 

the most visible state 

animal and make a 

stately silhouette 

against the sky, 

standing at a 

mountain cliff.   

Bighorns use their 

horns to circulate 

and cool their blood 

in the hot summer 

temperatures, as 

well as for battle.  

Males are called 

rams, females are 

ewes, and young are 

lambs.  Desert, 

chaparral, and alpine 

vegetation comprise 

their diet.  They are 

expert mountain 

climbers and usually 

travel in herds.  

Hunting of this big 

game species is 

regulated. 
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