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Chapter 6.32
 
                               Bear-Proof Collection Bins, Containers, and Structures 
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     6.32.010 Definitions.
     A.  Bear-proof collection bin. A secured container, made of metal or its equivalent, with a locked lid or swinging door on top of the bin or its equivalent that makes the contents of the bin inaccessible to bears.
     B.  Bear-proof container or structure. Any container or structure that as a result of its construction makes the contents of the container or structure inaccessible to bears.
     C.  Garbage. Kitchen and table refuse, offal, swill, and other consumption, decay, or dealing in, or storage of meats, fish fowl, birds, fruits and vegetables.
     D.  Responsible party. A natural person, a lessee or lessor, any form of business or social organization, including, but not limited to, a corporation, partnership, association, trust or unincorporated organization exercising physical control of any private property.
     E.  Enforcement Officer.  Any sheriff, deputy sheriff, animal control officer or code enforcement officer.   (Ord. 1218, 2007; Ord. 963, 2001)
 
     6.32.020 Applicability.
     Within the boundaries of Douglas County, except for the Gardnerville Township and Minden Township, all responsible parties with two or more violations as defined in section 6.32.040, must, at all times, place garbage in a bear-proof collection bin, container or structure.  (Ord. 1218, 2007; Ord. 963, 2001)
 
     6.32.030 Collection bin, container, and structure maintenance.
     Each bear-proof collection bin, container or structure must be kept clean inside and out by the responsible party so that no odor or nuisance is allowed to exist.  A cover must not be removed except when necessary to place garbage inside the bear-proof collection bin, container or structure or to remove garbage from the bear-proof collection bin, container or structure.  The bear-proof collection bin, container or structure shall not be overloaded to the extent a cover cannot be securely replaced or the container or structure securely enclosed.   (Ord. 1218, 2007; Ord. 963, 2001)
 
   


  6.32.035 Authority to issue citations.
     Enforcement officers are empowered to investigate, prepare, sign and serve written citations on a responsible party or person accused of violating this chapter.  (Ord. 1218, 2007)
 
     6.32.040 Violation and Penalty.
     A.  A responsible party must not allow a bear to gain access to garbage.  
     B.  It is unlawful for any person to tamper with or disable a bear-proof bin, container or structure.  
     C.  Violations of this chapter will be punished by the following progression of sanctions:  
          1.  For the first incident, a verbal or written warning will be issued to the responsible party. 
          2.  For a second incident within two years from receiving a verbal or written warning for a first incident, the responsible party will be required to purchase or construct a bear-proof collection bin, container or structure and install within ninety days of the incident.  A responsible party that fails to purchase or construct a bear-proof collection bin, container or structure within ninety days will be cited and if convicted punished for an infraction.  
          3.  For a successive incident within two years of a second incident, the responsible party shall be punished for an infraction with a fine of not less than $100.   (Ord. 1218, 2007; Ord. 963, 2001) 

