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Dear Director Ashe:

Earlier this year, my agency, along with other members of the Bi-State Executive Oversight
Committee (EOC), requested the Service reopen the comment period for the proposed rule on
the Bi-State Distinct Population Segment of the Greater Sage-Grouse (BSDPS). In our letter,
two factors were cited as justification for reopening the comment period. First, new science,
most importantly the improved population modeling science, should be considered in the
decision. Second, Action Plan refinements and commitments to fund the action plan should also
be considered. Action Plan funding commitments and refinements, as well as the current body
of work with over 200 projects already completed, provide both the certainty of implementation
and the certainty or effectiveness that the Service requires to preclude the need to list the
BSDPS. These developments warrant further consideration from your agency.

Regarding the new science, there are recent analyses that should be considered. The listing
decision was heavily based on population trend data published by Garton et al. (2011). The
Garton model used the best information available at that time that included lek count data for
the BSDPS through 2007. However, a more integrated approach utilizing demographic data
collected from several studies conducted recently within the BSDPS and the addition of newer
lek count data collected from 2008 - 2012 (USGS, unpublished data) provides insight into
additional portions of the Bi-State population that were not distinguished in the Garton et al.
(2011) analysis. The Garton effort examined only the Mono Lake and South Mono Lake
populations that generally correspond to the Bodie Hills and South Mono Population
Management Units, respectively. The preliminary findings within the USGS report indicate a
stable population for the BSDPS as a whole. Analyses indicated that the Fales population is
stable and the Parker Meadows population is declining. Note that these analyses are
preliminary, but the USGS findings from these analyses will be peer reviewed and published in
the very near future.

Relative to the funding and implementation, your proposed rule from the Federal Register
indicates that, “... the Bi-State Action Plan, if completely refined and fully implemented, may
result in the removal of threats to the Bi-State DPS so that the protections of the Act may no
longer be warranted, especially in combination with other actions, including Federal land
management agencies’ ongoing efforts to ensure regulatory mechanisms are adequate for the
DPS”. Refinement of the Action Plan has occurred along several important fronts. First, the
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) to the EOC has developed and made use of a science-
based conservation planning tool (CPT) that refines geographic placement of projects to



maximize conservation gains and increases return on investment and overall effectiveness by
prioritizing projects through cost benefit analyses. The CPT serves as an iterative component
for implementation of the Action Plan that incorporates ongoing monitoring information (i.e.,
vegetation conditions and sage-grouse population responses) to continually refine
implementation schedules and corresponding costs through adaptive management as new
information is obtained.

The Service has expressed support for the Action Plan, but also indicated concerns over the
certainty of implementation, primarily due to a lack of committed funding. Recent, collaborative,
multi-partnered efforts have secured obligations to fund, implement, and monitor the effects of
science-based, prioritized conservation actions outlined in the Action Plan, in an adaptive
management framework. This unprecedented level of commitment is occurring regardless of the
outcome of the listing decision, and | strongly feel that we are on a path to achieve successful
conservation goals for the BSDPS.

To date, NDOW has expended over $1.4 million specifically towards implementation of the
revised Action Plan. We believe this underscores the proven record and path forward for
certainty of implementation on behalf of NDOW. Our vegetation monitoring program in
coordination with sage-grouse monitoring on the ground will provide certainty of effectiveness.
Further, NDOW is committed to continue funding at current levels or greater for the foreseeable
future regardless of the listing decision. This amount will total at least $3.6 million over the next

ten years.

If you or your agency requires any additional information from NDOW on anything expressed in
this letter, do not hesitate to reach out to me or my staff. We look forward to continuing our work
with the Service and all of our partners that are committed to successfully conserving the Bi-
State Distinct Population Segment of the Greater Sage-Grouse and its habitats no matter what
your agency’s determination may be.

Sincerely,
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Tony Wasley

Director

Nevada Department of Wildlife
1100 Valley Road, Reno, NV 89512
775-688-1590





