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ANNUAL PROJECT REPORT

State: Nevada
Project Title: Statewide Fisheries Program
Job Title: Western Region Urban Fisheries

Period Covered: January 1, 2018 through December 31, 2018
SUMMARY

The winter of 2016/17 was a below average winter for the region (Table 1),
however, thanks to a well above average snowpack in 2017/18, the region’s urban
fisheries performed well in 2018 and continued providing easy access fishing for local
anglers. Management is typically dependent on annual stocking programs that
encourage most use in the spring and fall when water temperatures are favorable for trout
angling. With the filling of most urban ponds in 2018, warmwater fish stocking was
possible. Channel catfish and other warmwater fish were stocked with the intent of not
only providing immediate fishing opportunity, but also developing self-sustaining fisheries
that provide angling opportunities in summer when water temperatures become too warm
for trout.

Table 1. Snow Pack and Precipitation on April 1, 2018.

Snowpack Average Precipitation
Basin (Percent of Average) | (Percent of Average)
Truckee Basin 81% 90%
Carson Basin 86% 87%
Walker Basin 83% 90%
Upper Humboldt 57% 86%
Lower Humboldt 70% 82%
BACKGROUND

As the population of Nevada grows, it continues to become increasingly urbanized.
Urban sprawl makes it difficult for people to find fishing opportunities near town and
changing family dynamics results in fewer children being exposed to the sport of fishing.
Nevada’s urban ponds are an invaluable means of providing nearby angling opportunities
to those living in an urban setting. Nevada currently has 29 urban fisheries throughout
the State, which account for nearly 87,000 angler days per year.

Urban pond management includes meeting angler-approved goals, recruiting
anglers, providing facilities for free-fishing day events and fishing clinics, developing
stocking programs that support diverse sport fisheries (e.g., coldwater and warmwater),
and offering effective and timely outreach to anglers involving fishing opportunities. The
Urban Pond Fisheries Management Concept specifies angler success rates to fall
between 0.25 to 0.75 fish per hour and 1.0 to 2.0 fish per angler day.



OBJECTIVES

e Conduct a general fisheries assessment through opportunistic angler contacts and
mail-in angler questionnaire data.

e Coordinate trout stocking with Mason Valley Fish Hatchery based on water levels,
habitat conditions, and angler use.

e As part of the annual stocking program, 4,000 channel catfish will be stocked in each
of Paradise Ponds, Virginia Lake (City of Reno), Mitch Park Pond (Gardnerville
Ranchos GID), Sparks Marina Pond (City of Sparks), Liberty Pond (Churchill County
Parks and Recreation), and James Kinney Pond (Humboldt County).

e Capture white crappie from Chimney Reservoir to establish a population in the newly
constructed James Kinney Pond.

e Conduct an electroshocking survey at Sparks Marina Pond for one night in the late
spring/early summer to determine species composition and abundance.

e Capture smallmouth bass from Wall Canyon Reservoir to augment the existing fishery
in Sparks Marina.

e Evaluate including Seaman’s Pond (Minden, Douglas County) in the Urban Fisheries
program.

e Manage and/or develop new urban fisheries as opportunities arise.

PROCEDURES

Conduct a general fisheries assessment through opportunistic angler
contacts and mail-in angler questionnaire data. Unscheduled visits were made to
various urban fisheries throughout the year for collecting creel survey data. Information
on angler harvest, effort, and origin were recorded, and harvested fish were measured to
fork length. Opportunistic angler surveys occurred primarily during other scheduled work
at or when nearby a ponds.

Angler use and success were assessed through the Mail-in Angler Questionnaire
Survey conducted in 2017. Angler questionnaire data was derived from a survey mailed
to 30,000 license purchasers.

Coordinate trout stocking with the hatchery based on water levels, habitat
conditions, and angler use. Coordinate stocking with Conservation Education
Division to coincide with angler fishing clinics. Annual stocking allocations,
schedules, and species were coordinated with Headquarters and Mason Valley Fish
Hatchery in the spring of 2018. Prior to scheduled trout stocking and during the course
of other duties, trips visually ascertained water levels and water temperatures. As water
levels, habitat conditions, and angler use fluctuated, stocking programs were altered as
needed.

As part of the annual stocking program, 4,000 channel catfish will be stocked
in each of Paradise Ponds, Virginia Lake (City of Reno), Mitch Park Pond
(Gardnerville Ranchos GID), Sparks Marina Pond (City of Sparks), Liberty Pond
(Churchill County Parks and Recreation), and James Kinney Pond (Humboldt



County), if available. Channel catfish were purchased from Colorado Catch and stocked
into Paradise Ponds, Virginia Lake, Sparks Marina Pond, Liberty Pond, Mitch Park Pond,
and James Kinney Pond.

Capture white crappie from Chimney Reservoir to establish a population in
the newly constructed James Kinney Pond. White crappie were captured from the
Humboldt River and stocked into James Kinney Pond.

Conduct an electroshocking survey on Sparks Marina Pond for one night in
the late spring/early summer to determine species composition and abundance.
Population surveys were conducted utilizing an 18-foot, Smith-Root Electrofishing Boat
outfitted with a generator powered 9.0 GPP Electrofisher. The boat served as the ground
and the anode consisted of two electrode arrays, one at each corner at the bow. Each
electrode array consisted of six stainless steel droppers. One to three netters operated
at the bow of the boat while one person maneuvered the boat. On September 6, five
transects were completed in littoral habitat that contained mainly rock and bulrush. A
map portraying transect locations is presented in Appendix C. During the survey, fish
caught were placed into a livewell supplied with fresh water and aeration. At the
conclusion of each transect, fish were identified to species, measured to fork length (FL),
and then released back to the lake.

Capture smallmouth bass from Wall Canyon Reservoir to augment the
existing fishery in Sparks Marina. On July 16 and 17, through electroshocking, two
frame nets with 50-ft wings, and a 100 ft beach sein, smallmouth bass were caught from
Wall Canyon Reservoir for stocking in Sparks Marina Pond. A subset of fish were
measured and weighed.

Evaluate the feasibility of including Seaman’s Pond (Minden, Douglas
County) in the Urban Fisheries program. In February, the primary biologist met with
the project proponent at the property. Issues regarding land ownership and transfer,
access by hatchery trucks for stocking, walking paths, water source and flow, pond
maintenance, and regulations were discussed.

Manage and/or develop new urban fisheries as opportunities arise. In
September, the primary biologist coordinated with Nevada Division of State Parks
regarding the development of a fishing pond on the newly acquired Pitchfork Ranch on
the Walker River near Yerington. Water quality parameters were measured on
September 11 to assess stocking up to 200 rainbow trout prior to grand opening
ceremonies of the park. Ninety-nine trout were stocked on September 13 and Governor
Sandoval released the remaining 113 trout during the ceremony on September 19.

FINDINGS

Baily Pond (Carson City Co.)

Conduct a general fisheries assessment through opportunistic angler



contacts and mail-in angler questionnaire data. Baily Pond is located in Fuji Park,
Carson City. Mail-in angler questionnaire results estimated use at 389 anglers and 2,218
angler-days in 2017, showing Baily Pond continued to be very popular with anglers. Total
catch was 5,594 fish and the success rate was 2.52 fish per angler-day.

Coordinate trout stocking with the hatchery based on water levels, habitat
conditions, and angler use. Coordinate stocking with Conservation Education
Division to coincide with angler fishing clinics. Trout stocking at Baily Pond occurred
monthly between March and October, apart from July and August when water
temperatures were too warm (Table 2). Coordination occurred between Conservation
Education Division and Mason Valley Fish Hatchery to provide fish during events.

Table 2. Baily Fishing Pond Stocking Summary, 2018.

Date Species Number Size Strain
3/30/2018 | Rainbow 504 10.3 Eagle Lake
4/12/2018 | Rainbow 506 9.5 Eagle Lake
4/19/2018 | Rainbow 508 10.7 Eagle Lake

5/3/2018 | Rainbow 696 10.3 Eagle Lake
5/17/2018 | Rainbow 590 10.2 Eagle Lake

6/7/2018 | Rainbow 500 9.0 Eagle Lake
6/22/2018 | Rainbow 516 9.7 Trout Lodge (triploid)
9/14/2018 | Rainbow 498 10 Trout Lodge (triploid)
9/28/2018 | Rainbow 500 9.5

10/17/2018 | Rainbow 494 10.0 Trout Lodge (triploid)
10/29/2018 | Rainbow 503 9.4 Trout Lodge (triploid)
Total 5,815 9-10.7

Davis Creek Pond (Washoe Co.)

Conduct a general fisheries assessment through opportunistic angler
contacts and mail-in angler questionnaire data. With near average winter snowpack
in 2017/2018, Davis Creek Pond was fishable throughout spring and early summer. Mail-
in angler questionnaire results estimated 1,199 angler use days in 2017. This was the
highest use seen in the past 8-yrs, indicating that high water allows for increased stocking
of trout and in turn increases angler use.

Coordinate trout stocking with the hatchery based on water levels, habitat
conditions, and angler use. Coordinate stocking with Conservation Education
Division to coincide with angler fishing clinics. Water conditions at Davis Creek Pond
were favorable throughout spring and early summer allowing the pond to be stocked twice
with 1,020 catchable rainbow trout.

Idlewild Pond (Washoe Co.)

Conduct a general fisheries assessment through opportunistic angler
contacts and mail-in angler questionnaire data. No information was reported through
the mail-in survey for Idlewild Pond in 2017 and no angler contacts were made in 2018.



Coordinate trout stocking with the hatchery based on water levels,
habitat conditions, and angler use. Coordinate stocking with Conservation
Education Division to coincide with angler fishing clinics. Due to an issue with
bottom liner, the City of Reno requested that no fish be stocked in 2018. The city is
optimistic repairs will be made by spring of 2019, at which time trout will be stocked.

Lampe Park Pond (Douglas Co.)

Conduct a general fisheries assessment through opportunistic angler
contacts and mail-in angler questionnaire data. Mail-in angler questionnaire results
for 2017 found limited use. However, a kids fishing derby occurred during June and was
well attended. During 2017, 27 anglers caught 145 fish for a catch rate of 5.37 fish per
day. No angler contacts were made in 2018, but attendance at the derby was successful.

Coordinate trout stocking with the hatchery based on water levels, habitat
conditions, and angler use. Coordinate stocking with Conservation Education
Division to coincide with angler fishing clinics. On May 31, 3,400 rainbow trout were
stocked in preparation for the kids fishing derby held on June 2 and 3. Typically, about
4,000 fish are stocked by NDOW.

Liberty Pond (Churchill Co.)

Conduct a general fisheries assessment through opportunistic angler
contacts and mail-in angler questionnaire data. Liberty Pond is located just south of
Fallon. The mail-in angler questionnaire estimated 324 anglers fished in 2017, an
increase of 163 from 2016. Over 39,600 fish were caught, which was unrealistic when
compared to the number of fish stocked. Angler averaged 3.31 fish per day, up from 1.44
in 2016. No angler contacts were made in 2018.

Coordinate trout stocking with the hatchery based on water levels, habitat
conditions, and angler use. Coordinate stocking with Conservation Education
Division to coincide with angler fishing clinics. Water quality was adequate and fish
were planted from February to May and October (Table 3). No fall trout stocking occurred
as water levels decreased during summer. Generally, the water level drops in winter and
the pond refills when the irrigation season begins by April 1. However, during 2018, the
irrigation season began early due to high flows in the Carson Basin.

Table 3. Liberty Pond Stocking Summary, 2018.

Date Species Number Size Strain
2/28/2018 | Rainbow 250 10.0 Eagle Lake
4/10/2018 | Rainbow 514 9.9 Eagle Lake
4/19/2018 | Rainbow 335 10.7 Eagle Lake
4/25/2018 | Channel cat 510 9.5 Colorado catch

5/9/2018 Rainbow 522 10.3 Eagle Lake
10/18/2018 | Channel cat 500 6.0 Colorado catch




Marilyn’s Pond (Washoe Co.)

Conduct a general fisheries assessment through opportunistic angler
contacts and mail-in angler questionnaire data. Marilyn’s Pond is located south of
Reno in Galena Creek Park. The mail-in angler questionnaire showed no reported use
in 2017. It should be noted the questionnaire is mailed to 30,000 anglers buying a Nevada
fishing license, however, a small fishery that is mainly utilized by children not required to
purchase a license causes underreporting. Marilyn’s Pond is an easy-to-access fishery
within minutes of Reno and is extremely popular. The pond is fed by a natural spring with
a constant source of cool water that provides a productive trout fishery, even during
warmer summer months. The presence of a self-sustained brook trout population also
adds to the productivity of this fishery. Two trips were made to Marilyn’s Pond in 2018
and 3 anglers that fished for total of 2-hrs and 25 min caught a single rainbow trout
estimated to be 9.0 in.

Coordinate trout stocking with the hatchery based on water levels, habitat
conditions, and angler use. Coordinate stocking with Conservation Education
Division to coincide with angler fishing clinics. The water level at Marilyn’s Pond
remained at capacity throughout the year and its proximity to a constant, cool inflow from
Galena Creek provided good water quality. From April to October, 5,088 catchable
rainbow trout were stocked (Table 4). Since 2009, stocking has fluctuated between 5,000
and 8,000 rainbow trout annually.

Table 4. Marilyn’s Pond Stocking Summary, 2018.

Water Species | Strain Number | Size (in.) | Date
Marilyn's Pond | Rainbow | Eagle Lake 506 9.5 4/12/2018
Marilyn's Pond | Rainbow | Eagle Lake 504 9.2 4/24/2018
Marilyn's Pond | Rainbow | Eagle Lake 496 10.2 5/10/2018
Marilyn's Pond | Rainbow | Eagle Lake 499 10.3 5/24/2018
Marilyn's Pond | Rainbow | Eagle Lake 510 10 9/14/2018
Marilyn's Pond | Rainbow | Marlette 529 10.4 9/5/2018
Marilyn's Pond | Rainbow | Trout Lodge (Triploid) 516 9.7 6/22/2018
Marilyn's Pond | Rainbow | Trout Lodge (Triploid) 500 8.9 7/6/2018
Marilyn's Pond | Rainbow | Trout Lodge (Triploid) 502 9.5 9/29/2018
Marilyn's Pond | Rainbow | Trout Lodge (Triploid) 526 9.8 10/9/2018
TOTAL 5,088

Martin Slough (Douglas Co.)

Conduct a general fisheries assessment through opportunistic angler
contacts and mail-in angler questionnaire data. Located in Gardnerville, the mail-in
questionnaire found 65 anglers fished in 2017, an increase from 36 in 2016. Total catch
was 470 fish and success was 1.91 fish per day. No angler contacts were made in 2018.

Coordinate trout stocking with the hatchery based on water levels, habitat
conditions, and angler use. Coordinate stocking with Conservation Education
Division to coincide with angler fishing clinics. The water level at Martin Slough is
influenced by flow from the East Carson River. The pond was stocked during March



through June (Table 5) since warm water temperatures and limited inflow during summer
were not suitable for trout.

Table 5. Martin Slough Stocking Summary, 2018.

Date Species Number Size Strain
3/30/2018 | Rainbow 263 10.3 Eagle lake
4/12/2018 | Rainbow 506 9.5 Eagle lake

5/3/2018 | Rainbow 209 10.3 Eagle lake

5/17/2018 | Rainbow 413 10.2 Eagle lake

6/7/2018 | Rainbow 500 9 Eagle lake
Total 1,891 9.4-10.2

Mitch Park Pond (Douglas Co.)

Conduct a general fisheries assessment through opportunistic angler
contacts and mail-in angler questionnaire data. In 2017, the mail-in angler
questionnaire estimated 111 anglers caught 2,048 fish for a success of 1.92 fish per day.
No angler contacts were made in 2018.

Coordinate trout stocking with the hatchery based on water levels, habitat
conditions, and angler use. Coordinate stocking with Conservation Education
Division to coincide with angler fishing clinics. The water level at Mitch Park Pond is
influenced by a float valve connected to a well that irrigates the lawn and trees throughout
the park. This creates a partial flow through system. The pond was stocked during March
through May and again in September and October (Table 6).

Table 6. Mitch Park Pond Stocking Summary, 2018.

Date Species Number Size (in) Strain
3/30/2018 | Rainbow 504 10.3 | Eagle lake
4/12/2018 | Rainbow 506 9.5 | Eagle lake
4/20/2018 | Rainbow 303 9.5 | Eagle lake
4/25/2018 | Channel cat 570 11.8 | Colorado Catch

5/3/2018 | Rainbow 302 10.3 | Eagle lake
5/17/2018 | Rainbow 590 10.2 | Eagle lake
9/14/2018 | Rainbow 498 10 | Trout Lodge (triploid)
9/28/2018 | Rainbow 502 9.5

10/17/2018 | Rainbow 494 10 | Trout Lodge (triploid)

10/18/2018 | Channel cat 500 6 | Colorado Catch

10/29/2018 | Rainbow 501 4.8 | Trout Lodge (triploid)
Total 5,270 4.8-11.8

Mountain View Pond (Lyon Co.)

Conduct a general fisheries assessment through opportunistic angler
contacts and mail-in angler questionnaire data. Mountain View Pond is located in
Mountain View Park in Yerington. The 2017 mail-in angler questionnaire estimated 15
anglers spent 85 days fishing and caught 115 fish for a success rate of 1.36 fish per day.



No angler contacts were made in 2018.

Coordinate trout stocking with the hatchery based on water levels, habitat
conditions, and angler use. Coordinate stocking with Conservation Education
Division to coincide with angler fishing clinics. Trout stocking was limited to the
spring and fall since water temperatures were outside trout tolerances most other times
of the year (Table 7).

Table 7. Mountain View Park Pond Stocking Summary, 2018

Date Species Number Size (in) Strain
4/11/2018 | Rainbow 321 9.9 | Eagle Lake
4/27/2018 | Rainbow 309 10 | Eagle Lake
5/6/2018 | Rainbow 277 10.3 | Eagle Lake
5/22/2018 | Rainbow 329 9.1 | Eagle Lake
6/7/2018 | Rainbow 300 9 | Eagle Lake
10/17/2018 | Rainbow 346 10 | Trout Lodge (triploid)
11/7/2018 | Rainbow 207 9.5 | Trout Lodge (diploid)
Total 2,089 9-10.3

Paradise Pond (Washoe Co.)

Conduct a general fisheries assessment through opportunistic angler
contacts and mail-in angler questionnaire data. The mail-in angler questionnaire
estimated use at 10 anglers and 203 angler-days in 2017. These estimates are most
likely underrepresenting the actual use experienced at this popular urban fishery. Heavy
angling pressure is observed at Paradise Park Ponds throughout the summer months
especially coinciding with stocking events. No angler contacts were made in 2018.

Coordinate trout stocking with the hatchery based on water levels, habitat
conditions, and angler use. Coordinate stocking with Conservation Education
Division to coincide with angler fishing clinics. Located in Reno, water conditions at
Paradise Pond were stable enough for stocking 2,064 catchable rainbow trout and 1,020
catchable channel catfish from March to October (Table 8).

Table 8. Paradise Pond Stocking Summary, 2018.

Date Species Strain Number | Size (in)
4/25/2018 Channel Cat 1,020 11.8
3/30/2018 Rainbow Eagle Lake 504 10.3
4/16/2018 Rainbow Eagle Lake 508 10.7
10/9/2018 Rainbow Trout Lodge (triploid) 1,052 9.8
TOTAL 3,084

Pitchfork Pond (Lyon Co.)

Conduct a general fisheries assessment through opportunistic angler
contacts and mail-in angler questionnaire data. In 2016, the State of Nevada acquired
several large ranch properties along the East Walker River just south of Mason Valley.



This included approximately 28 mi of river, to establish the Walker River State Recreation
Area. The Pitchfork Ranch, Rafter 7 Ranch, Flying M Ranch, and the Nine Mile Ranch
were acquired and have been largely closed to public access for over 100 yrs. During
2018, some areas were open to the public, including a small pond on the Pitchfork Ranch
(Appendix A) suitable for stocking trout during the grand opening. No mail-in angler
questionnaire data was available and no angler contacts were made.

Coordinate trout stocking with the hatchery based on water levels, habitat
conditions, and angler use. Coordinate stocking with Conservation Education
Division to coincide with angler fishing clinics. The water level at Pitchfork Pond is
influenced by flow from a 1.0 mi irrigation canal off the East Walker River. An outflow
canal empties back into the river. The pond was only stocked in September (Table 9).
NDOW assisted during opening ceremonies and provided fishing lessons as well as all
gear for anglers. Water quality was measured at several locations around the pond on
September 11, 2018. At the surface, temperature was 68°F and DO was 6.1 to 6.3 mg/L,
and at 1-meter (near the bottom), temperature was 62°F and DO was 7.0 mg/L. Oxygen
saturation ranged from 68 to 70%.

Table 9. Pitchfork Pond Stocking Summary, 2018.

Date Species Strain Number | Size (in)
9/19/2018 Rainbow Eagle Lake 118 10.2
9/13/2018 Rainbow Eagle Lake 99 10.2

Rancho San Rafael Pond (Washoe Co.)

Conduct a general fisheries assessment through opportunistic angler
contacts and mail-in angler questionnaire data. The mail-in angler questionnaire
estimated seven anglers fished 21 angler days in 2017. As with other small urban
fisheries in Reno, the observed use at Ranch San Rafael Pond is much higher than
reported use through the mail-in angler questionnaire. The reported catch rates were 8.7
fish per day and 26 fish per angler in 2017. No angler contacts were made in 2018.

Coordinate trout stocking with the hatchery based on water levels, habitat
conditions, and angler use. Coordinate stocking with Conservation Education
Division to coincide with angler fishing clinics. Habitat and water conditions were
conducive to stocking 496 Eagle Lake strain rainbow trout in May.

Rose Creek Reservoir (Mineral Co.)

Conduct a general fisheries assessment through opportunistic angler
contacts and mail-in angler questionnaire data. Rose Creek Reservoir is located in
the Wassuk Range just southwest of Hawthorne. The mail-in angler questionnaire
estimated seven anglers fished nine days in 2017. Total catch was 15 fish for a success
of 1.72 fish per angler-day. Since being closed during the late 1980s, Rose Creek
Reservoir reopened to the public in 2015. During 2018, fishing remained popular. The
Hawthorne Army Depot (HAWD) controls access to the area and, as part of the negotiated



fishing program, all anglers are required to report their catch at the end of each fishing
day. During 2016, the HAWD reported 129 anglers registered to visit the area and they
caught 104 trout. This information was not available for 2018 by HAWD at the time of this
report. However, anecdotal information indicates that the number of anglers and fish
caught were again good. Four anglers were contacted at the reservoir. They had an
average catch rate of 3.0 fish per hour, with an average size of fish of 14.5 in that ranged
from 10.5 to 16 in.

Coordinate trout stocking with the hatchery based on water levels, habitat
conditions, and angler use. Coordinate stocking with Conservation Education
Division to coincide with angler fishing clinics. Water conditions at Rose Creek
Reservoir were suitable and 105 tiger trout averaging 10.9 in were stocked on May 14 for
the opening weekend. Stocking allocations for Rose Creek Reservoir fluctuates annually
(Table 10) in response to the tui chub population abundance found during spring surveys.
That is, more trout are stocked when juvenile and adult numbers of tui chub are high.

Table 10. Rose Creek Reservoir Historical Stocking.

Size
Year Species Number Range
2018 Tiger Trout 105 10.9
2017 Tiger Trout 501 11.4
2016 Tiger Trout 99 9.2
2015 Tiger Trout 565 10.0

Sparks Marina Pond (Washoe Co.)

Conduct a general fisheries assessment through opportunistic angler
contacts and mail-in angler questionnaire data. The mail-in angler questionnaire
results for this pond located in Sparks estimated 1,553 anglers fished 6,485 days in 2017.
An estimated 12,238 fish were caught resulting in a catch rate of 1.9 fish per angler-day,
which was higher than the long-term average of 1.3. For the first time since 2014, the
fishery saw an increase in reported angler use. It is difficult to know if this trend is an
accurate reflection, over reporting, or underreporting during previous years of the
questionnaire. Observed use at this fishery appears to be high, especially early in the
summer and at times coinciding with stocking. It is interesting to note that on September
6, 2018 there were a number of anglers fishing at night while completing the annual
electroshocking survey. Anglers reported fishing for channel catfish and trout and
explained they were regularly successful.

Coordinate trout stocking with the hatchery based on water levels, habitat
conditions, and angler use. Sparks Marina Pond remained at full capacity throughout
2018 and the surface water temperature and water quality were conducive for stocking
most of the year, i.e., outside of July and August. On 12 occasions, 23,773 catchable
rainbow trout, 3,064 catchable brown trout, 1,000 catchable channel catfish, and 600
smallmouth bass were stocked (Table 11).
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Table 11. Sparks Marina Pond Stocking Summary, 2018.

Water Species Strain Number Size (in) Date

Sparks Marina Park Brown Brown 2,024 10 5/10/2018
Sparks Marina Park Brown Sheep Creek 1,040 9.9 3/30/2018
Sparks Marina Park Channel Cat Colorado Catch 1,000 6.0 10/18/2018
Sparks Marina Park Rainbow Eagle Lake 3,420 10.3 3/30/2018
Sparks Marina Park Rainbow Eagle Lake 3,299 9.2 4/24/2018
Sparks Marina Park Rainbow Eagle Lake 3,009 10.2 5/10/2018
Sparks Marina Park Rainbow Eagle Lake 4,059 10.1 6/6/2018
Sparks Marina Park Rainbow Resistant 1,400 8.9 6/6/2018
Sparks Marina Park Rainbow Trout Lodge (Triploid) 2,002 10.0 9/17/2018
Sparks Marina Park Rainbow Trout Lodge (Triploid) 4,010 10.1 10/2/2018
Sparks Marina Park Rainbow Trout Lodge (Triploid) 2,574 10.0 10/4/2018
Sparks Marina Park Smallmouth Bass | Wall Canyon 600 5.0 7/18/2018
TOTAL 28,437

Virginia Lake (Washoe Co.)

Conduct a general fisheries assessment through opportunistic angler
contacts and mail-in angler questionnaire data. Virginia Lake occurs in Reno, which
the mail-in angler questionnaire estimated 20 anglers fished 25 days in 2017. Anglers
averaged 4.0 fish per day, the highest reported since the questionnaire program started
in 1980. No angler contacts were made in 2018.

Coordinate trout stocking with the hatchery based on water levels, habitat
conditions, and angler use. Coordinate stocking with Conservation Education
Division to coincide with angler fishing clinics. Conditions in 2018 were suitable for
stocking, aside from the warm summer months (Table 12).

Table 12. Virginia Lake Stocking Summary, 2018.

Water Species Strain Number Size (in) Date

Virginia Lake | Channel Cat Colorado Catch 1,020 11.8 4/25/2018
Virginia Lake | Rainbow Trout Lodge (Diploid) 2,000 9.4 10/15/2018
TOTAL 3,020

An electroshocking survey was conducted on the evening of September 5 to
assess species composition and abundance. This is the first survey carried out since the
modification of the drainage system in early 2017. In total, eight species of fish were
sampled, with seven being gamefish. From 733 gamefish caught, largemouth bass
dominated (n=682) and accounted for 93 percent of the total catch (Table 13).

This, compared to 19.8 percent of the total catch in 2015, suggests the new
drainage system in Virginia Lake has benefitted the largemouth bass fishery. It may also
be a function of favorable habitat and increased flow conditions over the last three years.
Continued monitoring will help refine stocking allocations and other gamefish
management.

11



Table 13. 2018 Virginia Lake Electroshocking Results.

Species Average Length (mm) | VL1 | VL2 VL3 | VL5 | Total % of Catch
Carp 248 2 0 13 9 15 2.05
Sunfish 125 9 9 13 9 31 4.23
Largemouth Bass 117 151 240 291 | 132 682 93.04
Bluegill 151 0 1 0 0 1 0.14
Channel Cat 308 0 0 0 1 1 0.14
Pumpkinseed 130 0 1 0 0 1 0.14
Rainbow 385 0 0 1 0 1 0.14
Brown 342 0 0 1 0 1 0.14
Total Fish 733

Wilson Common Pond (Washoe Co.)

Conduct a general fisheries assessment through opportunistic angler
contacts and mail-in angler questionnaire data. Wilson Common Pond is located in
Washoe Valley, south of Reno. The mail-in angler questionnaire estimated 294 anglers
fished 1,461 days in 2017, which was slightly higher than the long-term average. An
estimated 1,724 fish were caught resulting in 1.2 fish per angler-day. No angler contacts
were made in 2018.

Coordinate trout stocking with the hatchery based on water levels, habitat
conditions, and angler use. Coordinate stocking with Conservation Education
Division to coincide with angler fishing clinics. The water elevation remained at or
near capacity throughout 2018, and, outside of the warmest time of summer in July and
August, the fishery was productive. The pond was stocked eight times with 4,025
catchable rainbow trout of various strains from March through September (Table 14).
Since 2010, the pond has received anywhere from 3,073 (in 2014) to 6,125 (in 2010) fish.
Stocking numbers are generally dependent on water temperature.

This pond has also seen an influx of Sacramento perch from the ditches that
connect it to the (now full) Washoe Lake. This species of fish has increased the
productivity of the fishery and several anglers have reported their satisfaction with the
new species, as they are extremely easy for children to catch.

Table 14. Wilson Common Park Pond Stocking Summary, 2018.

Date Species | Strain Number | Size (in)
9/29/2018 | Rainbow | Eagle Lake 502 9.5
3/30/2018 Rainbow | Eagle Lake 504 10.3
4/12/2018 Rainbow | Eagle Lake 506 9.5
4/24/2018 Rainbow | Eagle Lake 504 9.2
5/10/2018 Rainbow | Eagle Lake 496 10.2
5/24/2018 Rainbow | Eagle Lake 499 10.3
9/14/2018 Rainbow | Eagle Lake 498 10
6/22/2018 | Rainbow | Trout Lodge (Triploid) 516 9.7
TOTAL 4,025
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Verdi Pond (Washoe Co.)

Conduct a general fisheries assessment through opportunistic angler
contacts and mail-in angler questionnaire data. Verdi Pond is located at Crystal Peak
Park in Verdi. The mail-in angler questionnaire estimated 508 anglers fished 815 days in
2017. An estimated 1,922 fish were caught resulting in a catch rate of 2.4 fish per angler-
day, consistent with the 5-year average at 2.7. This fishery is extremely popular
immediately following stocking, but only remains productive for up to a week. No angler
contacts were made in 2018.

Coordinate trout stocking with the hatchery based on water levels, habitat
conditions, and angler use. Coordinate stocking with Conservation Education
Division to coincide with angler fishing clinics. The pond level remained at or near
capacity throughout 2018, and, outside of the warmest summer months (July through
September), stocking of Lahontan cutthroat trout was completed on a regular basis (Table
22). These fish originated from Lahontan National Fish Hatchery (USFWS), under an
agreement with NDOW for urban fishing opportunities. Since 2013, the number of fish
stocked has ranged from 9,414 to 30,360, showing large variability due to water
conditions and availability of catchable-sized cutthroat trout from Lahontan National Fish
Hatchery.

Table 15. Verdi Pond Stocking Summary, 2018.

| Water Species Strain Number | Size (in) Date
Verdi Pond Cutthroat | Pilot Peak 1100 8.0 4/12/2018
Verdi Pond Cutthroat | Pilot Peak 1125 8.0 4/19/2018
Verdi Pond Cutthroat | Pilot Peak 1700 8.0 4/26/2018
Verdi Pond Cutthroat | Pilot Peak 2000 7.3 5/3/2018
Verdi Pond Cutthroat | Pilot Peak 1313 7.2 5/10/2018
Verdi Pond Cutthroat | Pilot Peak 1500 9.1 5/17/2018
Verdi Pond Cutthroat | Pilot Peak 1000 10.0 5/24/2018
Verdi Pond | Cutthroat | Pilot Peak 1494 9.3 5/31/2018

| TOTAL 11,232

James Kinney Pond (Humboldt County)

Conduct a general fisheries assessment through opportunistic angler
contacts and mail-in angler questionnaire data. James Kinney Pond is located in
Winnemucca and opened on October 13, 2018 (Appendix B). It was estimated that 75-
100 anglers were present at the pond for the opening. No mail-in angler questionnaire
data is available from 2017 and no angler contact surveys were conducted in 2018.

Coordinate trout stocking with the hatchery based on water levels, habitat
conditions, and angler use. Coordinate stocking with Conservation Education
Division to coincide with angler fishing clinics. James Kinney Pond was stocked with
1,040 rainbow trout in October and November in 2018.
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Western Region Urban Ponds

Evaluate annual stocking recommendations based on water levels, habitat
conditions, and angler use. Coordinate stocking with Conservation Education
Division fishing clinics. When appropriate, enhance, and/or augment existing
warmwater fish populations. Annual stocking programs were evaluated,
recommendations were made, and allocations developed in early spring. Adjustments
were made throughout the stocking season as conditions warranted.

As part of the annual stocking program, 4,000 channel catfish will be stocked
in each of Paradise Ponds, Virginia Lake (City of Reno), Mitch Park Pond
(Gardnerville Ranchos GID), Sparks Marina Pond (City of Sparks), Liberty Pond
(Churchill County Parks and Recreation), and James Kinney Pond (Humboldt
County), if available. Channel catfish create a valuable fishery during summer when
trout rarely survive in the many warm, shallow urban ponds. Fish were purchased from
Colorado Catch and stocked in Paradise Ponds, Virginia Lake, Sparks Marina Pond,
Liberty Pond, Mitch Park Pond, and James Kinney Pond (Table 16).

Table 16. 2018 Urban Fisheries Channel Catfish Stocking.

Water Species Strain Number | Size (in) Date
Paradise Pond Channel Cat | Colorado Catch 1,020 11.8 4/25/2018
Virginia Lake Channel Cat | Colorado Catch 1,020 11.8 4/25/2018
Sparks Marina Park Channel Cat | Colorado Catch 1,000 6.0 10/18/2018
Liberty Pond Channel Cat | Colorado Catch 510 9.5 4/25/2018
Liberty Pond Channel Cat | Colorado Catch 500 6.0 10/18/2018
Mitch Park Pond Channel Cat | Colorado Catch 570 11.8 4/25/2018
Mitch Park Pond Channel Cat | Colorado Catch 500 6.0 10/18/2018
James Kinney Pond Channel Cat | Colorado Catch 500 6.0 10/18/2018
TOTAL 5,620

Capture white crappie from Chimney Reservoir to establish a population in
the newly constructed James Kinney Pond. White Crappie were captured from the
Humboldt River and not Chimney Reservoir. James Kinney Pond was stocked with
75 white crappie averaging 7.0 in. Fish were caught from the Humboldt River by beach
seining isolated pools during low flow on October 2, 2018.

Conduct an electroshocking survey on Sparks Marina Pond for one night in
the late spring/early summer to determine species composition and abundance.
During the winter of 2017/18, Sparks Marina Pond had a small turnover event that
resulted in a die-off of various fishes. This is has occurred before and the magnitude of
the event in 2017/18 was considered minimal. About 100 rainbow and brown trout were
observed dead, but fish that were able to move into areas with suitable DO levels
persisted throughout the winter. An electroshocking survey of five transects on
September 6, 2018 (Appendix C) found a good supply of surviving fish consisting of green
sunfish, rainbow trout, smallmouth bass, Sacramento perch, brown trout, and common
carp (Table 17).

14



Table 17. Sparks Marina Pond Electroshocking Survey, 2018.

Avg. Length (mm) | T1 T2 T3 T4 T5 Total Catch | % of Catch

Carp 249 0 0 0 0 1 1 0.11
Sunfish 93 159 | 178 | 146 | 223 | 179 885 94.55
Smallmouth Bass 182 0 0 1 0 12 13 1.39
Perch 135 8 15 2 4 32 3.42
Rainbow 286 1 1 0 1 0 3 0.32
Brown 273 0 0 0 2 0 2 0.21
Total 936

All species known to be in the lake continued to be found during the September 6
survey with the exception of channel catfish. However, it appeared that several missed
fish were likely channel catfish. This species generally inhabits the bottom making it
difficult to capture using electroshocking. The recent stocking of smallmouth bass (July
17, 2018) appears to have been successful with numerous individuals being captured.
The density of fish captured during this survey was slightly lower than what the survey
observed in 2017, but the number of species captured increased from three to six.

Continuing to monitor the species composition and densities in Sparks Marina
annually is beneficial and will help to assess if stocked warmwater species (e.g.,
smallmouth bass and channel catfish) are capable of natural reproduction in the reservoir.

Capture smallmouth bass from Wall Canyon Reservoir to augment the
existing fishery in Sparks Marina. On July 16 and 17, electroshocking, frame netting,
and hook-and-line sampling were used to capture 600 smallmouth bass to translocate to
Sparks Marina Pond. The average fork length of smallmouth bass stocked was 6.6 in,
with @ maximum size of 13.8 in and a minimum of 0.9 in.

Evaluate the feasibility of including Seaman’s Pond (Minden, Douglas
County) in the Urban Fisheries program. In February, issues regarding land ownership
and transfer, access for stocking trucks, walking paths, water source and flow, pond
maintenance, and regulations were discussed with the property owner. As of the end of
the year, no additional contact or updates have been received.

Manage and/or develop new urban fisheries as opportunities arise. Nevada
Division of State Parks wanted to develop a small pond on the newly acquired Pitchfork
Ranch as a fishery. Water quality was suitable and a small allocation of 212 rainbow trout
was stocked during September 2018. Pitchfork Pond should be added to the Urban Pond
Program.

MANAGEMENT REVIEW
Baily Pond
The completion of Baily Pond in 2010 has and continues to be well received by

residents of Carson City. Angler success remained high throughout 2018 and stocking
was able to occur each month during the fishing season. No warmwater species will be
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stocked into the pond to protect upstream fishes.

Davis Creek Pond

Angler use is limited to years when conditions allow for stocking. It is managed as
a put-and-take fishery since water conditions typically exceed what trout can tolerate in
both winter (anchor ice) and summer (above 80°F). Although the pond provides limited
angling during summer and winter, a considerable amount of use is realized in the spring.

|dlewild Pond

Due to increased sedimentation and siltation in recent years, Idlewild Pond
complex is characterized as shallow with increased summertime water temperature.
There has been some interest with City of Reno to possibly dredging the pond complex.
The City repaired a leak in the pond’s liner in 2017 and therefore, no stocking was carried
out. The ponds provide a good setting for fishing activities and Conservation Education
Division clinics since trout can be stocked prior to events to ensure greater success.

Lampe Park Pond

The pond received little angler use outside of the semi-annual kids fishing derby.
Water levels were acceptable to stock trout during late May and early June 2018.
However, the water temperature during summer exceeded the tolerance for trout.

Liberty Pond

Liberty Pond remained very popular amongst anglers living in Fallon and use was
high during spring following trout stocking. Consistent fishing activity typically begins in
early February and continues until October. The water level is controlled through an
irrigation canal and at the end of the irrigation season, the water level decreases
throughout the winter. The irrigation season typically begins on April 1 and the pond is
quickly brought to capacity and remains full throughout summer. Channel catfish is
occasionally stocked in summer to provide additional opportunity when trout fishing
declines. No fall trout stocking occurred during 2018 due water quality conditions and
limited hatchery fish availability. The pond met the goals of an urban fishery in 2018.

Martin Slough

Martin Slough met the management objectives in 2018. Like many urban waters,
the water temperature during the summer exceeded the tolerance of trout and fishing was
only optimal during spring and early summer.

Marilyn’s Pond

Marilyn’s Pond is one of the most popular urban fisheries in the Reno area. Based
on quality habitat and stocking management, it is capable of supporting heavy angler use
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with an appropriate amount of stocking. Unlike other urban ponds, trout can be stocked
throughout the summer due to a constant source of cool, oxygenated water and there is
a sustainable brook trout population. Angler questionnaire data suggests the fishery
exceeded the guidelines of an urban fishery in 2018.

Mitch Park Pond

Mitch Park Pond provides a great urban fishery for anglers living in Gardnerville
and Minden. The stocking program appears to be consistent with angler use and success
and no changes are proposed. Work continues on improving the warmwater fishery
currently comprised of largemouth bass and bluegill (which were stocked during 2017).
This fishery appears to provide additional angling during hotter summer months with
several anglers catching bluegill at a rate of 1.0 to 2.0 fish per hour last summer.

Mountain View Pond

Mountain View Pond is the only urban fishery in Lyon County and continues to be
popular amongst locals living in Yerington. Based on angler success, the urban fishery
meets the management objective. Historically, the annual kids fishing derby had
intermittent success and the Yerington Lyons Club moved the derby to Mason Valley Fish
Hatchery out ponds in 2010. This has reduced overall angling pressure at the pond.

Verdi Pond

This urban fishery is extremely popular with anglers in the Reno and Verdi areas
and provides for a scenic place to recreate. Stocking opportunities are limited to spring
and fall due to warm water temperatures found during the summer. There is heavy angler
use when stocking occurs and, additionally, it provides an educational benefit by stocking
Lahontan cutthroat trout from the Lahontan National Fish Hatchery Complex. In 2018,
the high catch rate (2.4 fish per angler-day) exceeded the recommended catch rate under
the Cold Water Urban Fishery Concept.

Paradise Ponds

Due to shallow depths and heavy loads of organic input in Paradise Ponds, the
opportunity to stock trout is limited. Early spring stocking is generally best, but the pond
only supports a coldwater fishery for a limited amount of time. Warmwater species appear
to do well and anglers have expressed interest for continuing stocking of channel catfish.
Continued augmentation of channel catfish will help offset annual take.

Pitchfork Pond (Lyon Co.)

The small size of Pitchfork Pond (approximately 120 ft by 40 ft and 2 to 4 ft deep)
will require small stocking allocations of 100 to 200 fish at a time. The vicinity of the pond
to the Walker River State Park headquarters should provide high angler participation
throughout the year. Coordination with NDSP will be important to ensure stocking
conditions (temperature and flow) and angling opportunity (access and vegetation) are
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maintained throughout the fishing season.

Rancho San Rafael Pond

Due to its shallow nature, increased summertime temperatures, and aquatic
vegetation, Rancho San Rafael Pond offers limited fishing opportunity. Early spring
stocking is generally best, which provides a productive fishery for a few months every
year. It benefits from increased publicity close to stocking dates.

Rose Creek Reservoir

Rose Creek Reservoir is a relatively small (10 SA), entirely concrete lined, and is
filled by a high elevation spring-fed stream. Production is very limited and therefore a
thorough pre-stocking evaluation of both tiger trout and tui chub is necessary. A visual
survey (water clarity is very good) was conducted for tiger trout and tui chub, as well as
conducting a mark-recapture population estimate for tui chub. The initial tui chub
translocation from Walker Lake occurred several years ago allowing the population to
expand in the absence of predators. During 2015, juvenile estimates were as high as
17,664 (Table 18). Due to the variability and sensitivity of the tui chub population,
observations of size structure began in 2017 (Table 19). Since populations fluctuate
annually, trout stocking recommendations are adjusted accordingly since there is a
possibility of predation. However, three trout were caught hook-and-line sampling and
were found to have consumed only aquatic invertebrates (e.g., mayfly, caddisfly, and
midge). Artificial habitat structures were also installed in 2016, 2017, and 2018 to provide
juvenile tui chub protection from predation.

Sparks Marina

Sparks Marina is an extremely popular urban fishery despite annual fish die-offs in
winter that seem to impact coldwater species most. In spite of die-offs that typically occur
when the reservoir “turns over,” carryover of stocked rainbow and brown trout is still
observed. The reservoir will continue to be managed as a put-and-take coldwater fishery
with a warmwater component that appears to be self-supported. However, continuing to
augment the warmwater fishery with black bass and channel catfish is recommended in
2019.

In cooperation with the City of Sparks, the Sparks Rotary Club, and other local
sponsors, Sparks Marina Pond provides an excellent backdrop for a Conservation
Education Division event on Free Fishing Day in June of every year. It is one of the
largest in the State. In addition, the installation of artificial habitat structures in 2016 and
2017 should continue to help juvenile warmwater species mature and avoid predation
from larger piscivorous fish. It is recommended that installation of channel catfish
spawning boxes for be explored in 2019. Finally, to alleviate some of the effects of what
has become an annual fish die-off, it is recommended to aerate certain portions of the
lake.
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Table 18. Rose Creek Reservoir Tui Chub Population Estimates, 2015-2018.

Trapping Captured Mark Recapture Pop est.
5/2/2018 58 58
2018 162 2 3206
Visual Chub Pass #1 Chub Pass #2 Trout Pass #1 Trout Pass #2
| 5/2/2018 | 100 265 20 35
Trout Stocking
Recommendation 100

Trapping Captured Mark Recapture Pop est.
5/24/2017 120 120
5/25/2017 130 2 5284

2017 -

Visual Chub Pass #1 Chub Pass #2 Trout Pass #1 Trout Pass #2
5/24/2017 901 820 11 15
5/25/2017 845 850 10 5

Trout Stocking
Recommendation 500

Trapping Captured Mark Recapture Pop est.

4/12/2016 10 10
2016 4/13/2016 15 0 176

Visual Chub Pass #1 Chub Pass #2 Trout Pass #1 Trout Pass #2
4/12/2016 120 250 88 78
4/13/2016 110 170 85 74

Trout Stocking
Recommendation <100

Trapping Captured Mark Recapture Pop est.
3/10/2015 137 137
3/11/2015 127 0 17664

2015 -

Visual Chub Pass #1 Chub Pass #2 Trout Pass #1 Trout Pass #2
3/10/2015 850 931 N/A N/A
3/11/2015 466 2,610 N/A N/A

Trout Stocking
Recommendation 500
Table 19. Rose Creek Reservoir Population Structure, 2017-2018.
2017 Size Class, Visual Survey 2018 Size Class, Visual Survey
Tui Chub Trout Tui Chub Trout

<2" 505 <2" 150

2-4" 326 2-4" 80

4-6" 40 4-6" 20 2

6-8" 27 2 6-8" 15 24

8-10" 2 8 8-10" 8

>10" 1 5 >10" 1
Virginia Lake

The Virginia Lake Water Quality Improvement Project was completed in early
2017, which appears to have benefitted the fishery. The 2018 electroshocking survey
revealed a healthy warmwater fishery mainly consisting of largemouth bass. Channel
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catfish are likely persisting as well, but monitoring this species has been difficult. Stocking
generally occurs in the fall in order to avoid the main cormorant nesting and roosting
period and to allow trout time to acclimate and grow through the winter providing a more
robust fishery in the spring.

Wilson Commons

Wilson Commons provides a great urban fishery for anglers who live in south
Reno, Washoe Valley, and Carson City. The angler success rate exceeds the
recommended objective. The stocking program appears to be consistent with angler use
and no changes are proposed.

James Kinney Pond

James Kinney Pond opened to fishing on October 13, 2018 and it has been a long-
awaited fishery for the Winnemucca community. Rainbow trout, white crappie, and
channel catfish were stocked to begin this fishery. A local fishing and hunting license
vendor that also sells fishing equipment noted the sales of fishing licenses and fishing
equipment was significantly higher after the opening.

RECOMMENDATIONS

e Conduct a general assessment of angler use, success, and harvest through
opportunistic angler contacts and mail-in angler questionnaire data.

e Coordinate trout stocking with the hatchery based on water levels, habitat conditions,
and angler use. Coordinate stocking with Conservation Education Division for fishing
clinics.

e Manage and/or develop new urban fisheries as opportunities arise.

e As part of the annual stocking program, up to 4,000 channel catfish will be stocked
each in Sparks Marina Pond (City of Sparks), Paradise Ponds (City of Reno), Martin
Slough (Town of Minden), Liberty Pond (Churchill County Parks and Recreation),
James Kinney Pond (Humboldt County) and Mitch Park Pond (Gardnerville Ranchos.)

e Capture warmwater gamefish from the Humboldt River and other local waters to be
stocked into James Kinney Pond. Warmwater gamefish common to the Humboldt
River are white crappie, black crappie, channel catfish, white catfish, smallmouth
bass, largemouth bass, yellow perch, and bluegill.

e Conduct an electroshocking survey on Sparks Marina Pond for one night in late
spring/early summer to determine species composition and abundance.

e Capture smallmouth bass from Wall Canyon Reservoir to augment the existing fishery
in Sparks Marina.

e Explore opportunities to install catfish spawning boxes in urban fisheries where
appropriate.

e Work with the City of Sparks to develop a plan that will address and alleviate the
effects of the annual reservoir turnover.
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Appendix A. Pitchfork Pond, September 13, 2018.
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Appendix B. James Kinney Pond Opening Day, October 13, 2018.
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