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and Fatal Boat Accidents  



Case Overview 
 Nevada game wardens issued 853 misdemeanor 

citations and 3006 warnings in FY 2015.  286 

case numbers for bigger cases and investigations 

in CY 2015.  All of these are down significantly 

from recent years 

 The following is a brief sampling of some of the 

higher profile cases we concluded in 2015 but 

does not include all cases, citations and 

investigations 

 We have many pending cases and active 

investigations going at any moment in time. 



Case Overview 

 Four significant wildlife cases that we 

publicized with several still under 

investigation 

 Five fatal boating accidents in Nevada 

waters plus four additional fatal accidents 

that we investigated on Arizona waters 

 The cases presented here are fully 

adjudicated 

 



Trophy Mule Deer Closed Area 

 An Ely man pled guilty to killing a trophy 

mule deer in the closed area of Great Basin 

National Park on Nov. 18  

 As a national park, this area is completely 

closed to hunting 

 



Trophy Mule Deer Closed Area 

 This case was reported by an eyewitness 

who provided excellent details about the 

suspect and his vehicle that was parked 

nearby 

 Ely game warden was able to respond 

quickly and contacted the suspect leaving 

the area 







Penalty 

 Three years of probation 

 One year of jail time (suspended)  

 Fined more than $9,000 in civil and 

criminal penalties  

 Forfeited a 7mm rifle used in the crime 

 Lost all of his hunting, fishing and trapping 

privileges for 5 years  

 



Hindering a Game Warden 

 Two Henderson men killed an antlerless deer 

in the wrong unit the previous year in White 

Pine County  

 The men agreed to meet with investigators 

and discuss the case, but then failed to show 

up, changed addresses, and disappeared 

 The same game warden encountered the men 

in the field a year later and closed the case 

 



Penalty  

 Found guilty of obstruction and hindering 

an investigation  

 Each man was ordered to pay a criminal 

penalty of $300 and $300 to Operation 

Game Thief.  

 Both had their hunting, fishing, and 

trapping privileges revoked for 3 years. 

 



Antelope Poaching  

 A California man pled guilty July 21st to a 

gross misdemeanor for killing an antelope 

without a tag in Lander County in April of 

2014  

 Because of the time of year, the doe 

antelope was likely in late stages of 

pregnancy but we were unable to prosecute 

for the killing of two antelope 

 



Antelope Poaching  

 This case originated when Lander county 

deputies were called to a motel in Battle 

Mountain to investigate the “strong odor of 

marijuana” 

 Deputies checked the room, found the 

carcass and called game wardens 

 







Penalties 
 Three years of probation 

 A year of jail time (suspended) 

 Fined more than $4,500 in civil and 

criminal penalties  

 forfeited a .300 caliber Winchester rifle 

used in the crime.   

 Hunting, fishing, and trapping privileges 

revoked for 5 years 

 



Illegal Trapping Lander/Elko Co. 

 A 29-year-old commercial trapper from 

Elko was sentenced June 4th 

for illegal trapping activities 

 This was a long term investigation 

involving several officers doing long term 

surveillance on several trap sites. 



Illegal Trapping Lander/Elko Co. 

 Investigation uncovered the illegal use of 

exposed bait and trap visitation times far 

beyond the 96 hour legal limit 

 The extended visitation times during the 

hot summer months likely caused the 

deaths of many animals, including a mule 

deer fawn and a calf elk 





Penalties  

 $1,065 in court fines and fees  

 $5,000 civil penalty.  

 Concurrent jail sentences of five days for 

each count but suspended the jail time  



Lincoln County Cow Elk Shot with 

a Rifle During Archery Season  



Lincoln County Cow Elk  
18 lbs of meat collected from front quarters ( four 

bags)  



Lincoln County Cow Elk  
Entrance wound showing broadhead blade cuts  



Lincoln County Cow Elk 
Broadhead hole turns into bullet hole underneath scapula  



Lincoln County Cow Elk  
Severe bullet trauma 



Lincoln County Cow Elk  
Severe bullet trauma including two broken 

spinous processes of the thoracic vertebrae 



Lincoln County Cow Elk  
Recovering lead and copper bullet fragments 



Lincoln County Cow Elk  
Bullet fragments 



Lincoln County Cow Elk  
Shell casing in foreground, 250 yards from gut 

pile in background 



Lincoln County Cow Elk  
Shell casing in foreground, 250 yards from gut pile 



SOCIAL MEDIA! 



Lincoln County Cow Elk  
Arrow in foreground, gut pile in background 



Penalties  
 15 year old juvenile would have been charged 

as a felony if he were over 18 

 Ordered to pay $500 civil penalty, perform 40 

hours of community service, retake the hunter 

education class, and lose license privileges age 

18  

 This crime was also reported by an eyewitness 

who gave excellent details for wardens to 

follow up with 



Unsolved Cases 

 We have many, but will highlight one that has 

been well publicized in the media: 

 Bull elk poached with a spotlight and left to 

rot near the Pearson Ranch in Lincoln County 

in late August 

 



Lincoln County Bull Elk Killed 

at Night and Left to Waste 



Lincoln County Bull Elk Killed 

at Night and Left to Waste 



Lincoln County Bull Elk Killed 

at Night and Left to Waste 



Investigations are Complex 

Even though many cases are solved, many 

more poaching cases are never even reported.  

Statistics show that only about 3-5% of all 

poached animals are even discovered. 



Fatal Boating Accidents 

 May 25: PWC collision in Laughlin, one 

injured, one person killed 

 June 13: PWC collision  again in Laughlin, 

one woman killed 

 June 21: One man drowned after leaving 

his boat to swim at Lake Mead 

 



Fatal Boating Accidents 
 July 5: One man drowned after leaving his 

boat to swim, Lake Mead (alcohol related) 

 August 17: Vessel collides with moored 

boat on the Colorado River at Laughlin, 

killing the operator, a Lake Havasu 

Arizona woman on her 53rd birthday 

 Toxicology results later revealed the presence 

of narcotics, sedatives, and a blood alcohol 

level of 2.3 (nearly 3 times the legal limit) 

 















 Nevada game wardens investigated another 

four fatal accidents this year that happened on 

the Arizona side of Southern NV waters 

 Concurrent jurisdiction and assisting other 

agencies because we’re often the first on scene 

and considered the subject matter experts 

 Including one very graphic, difficult propeller 

accident and a body recovery that made 

excellent use of technology in deep water 

Arizona Accidents We Investigated  



Body Recovery: Virgin Basin 



Cause of Ejection 



Too Much Area to Search 



GPS Data 

 Humminbird  GPS Model 788 

 Track feature was turned on 

 







Track photo over map 





Contracted for ROV 

277 Feet Sonar Scan 



ROV Recovery 



Investigation Pinpointed  



Conclusion  

 Even though drought slows down some 

boating and hunting activity – our mission 

never stops (and in some cases does not 

even slow down). 

 Our accident numbers were higher than 

ever this year 



Conclusion  

 17 boat accidents on the Colorado River at 

Laughlin 

 26 boat accidents on Lake Mead 

 2 on Lake Mohave and 1 on Lake Tahoe 

 In addition to the 9 fatalities, there were 23 

injuries and the accident investigations 

involved 71 vessels 



Questions? 

 Find NDOW on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/NvDOW 

 

https://www.facebook.com/NvDOW
https://www.facebook.com/NvDOW

