
FISH AND WILDLIFE
Sust aining and Connecting People to 

A Looming Crisis  Can be Avoided

Our nation is facing a conservation crisis. Despite 
successes like the recovery of bald eagles and 
arctic graylings, thousands of species of birds, 
mammals, fish, frogs, turtles and insects have been 
slipping through the cracks for decades. Unless we 
start investing in proactive conservation measures, 
our nation’s rich natural heritage and vital natural 
resource-based economy will face an uncertain 
future. New dedicated funding is needed now to 
ensure the long-term health of all fish and wildlife.

In 1937, Congress passed the Pittman-Robertson 
Act that established a conservation fund financed 
by hunters and recreational shooters to conserve 
game species. This funding model was later 
expanded to include sport fish with passage 
of the Dingell-Johnson Act. These two Acts 
enabled states to make long-term investments 

in science-based management, resulting in the 
restoration of once depleted white-tailed deer, 
elk, wood ducks, striped bass and many other 
game species. This remarkably successful funding 
mechanism can be replicated  to address the 
urgent conservation needs of all fish and wildlife 
and expand the number of citizens who invest  
in nature.

This conservation crisis also extends to people. 
More Americans than ever before are becoming 
disconnected from nature and the outdoors. This 
change is having profound implications on our 
citizens’ health and well-being and the relevancy 
of fish and wildlife conservation. To safeguard the 
future of our country’s fish and wildlife, we must 
expand access and opportunities to bring the 
benefits of nature to all Americans.
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T h e  B e n e f i T s  T o   
P e o P l e  a n d  s o c i e T y
Increased investment in fish and wildlife 
conservation is vital to sustaining our natural 
infrastructure. Nature provides a host of 
indispensable benefits such as pollination, 
water purification, erosion control, flood control, 
recreation, food production and cultural 
amenities. Globally, these ecosystem services are 
minimally valued at $18 trillion dollars per year.    

Increased investment in fish and wildlife 
conservation makes fiscal sense. Proactive 
conservation saves tax payer dollars by addressing 
species’ needs early so that costly “emergency 
room” interventions are avoided. Preventing 
threatened and endangered species listings helps 
business by averting project delays and losses from 
forfeited opportunities due to land use regulations. 
 
Increased investment in fish and wildlife 
conservation is important to the nation’s 
economy. Healthy fish and wildlife populations 
are critical to supporting the $646 billion outdoor 
recreation economy and its 6.1 million jobs. The 90 
million people who participate in wildlife-related 
recreation alone spend $145 billion per year.  

Increased investment in fish and wildlife 
conservation is needed to keep people of all 
ages and walks of life connected with nature. 
A growing body of evidence demonstrates that 
regular contact with nature adds quality to our 
lives and improves our physical and emotional 
health. State fish and wildlife agencies are well 
positioned to be leaders in delivering services that 
provide quality experiences in nature to people in 
both rural and urban environments.

W h aT  i s  aT  s Ta k e ?
Our system of fish and wildlife funding is 
incomplete. State fish and wildlife agencies 
have identified thousands of species that are 
in immediate need of conservation, but only a 
small fraction are being addressed because of 
limited financial resources. As species decline and 
habitats deteriorate, benefits provided by nature 
such as water purification, pollination, recreation 
and food and fiber production that are essential 
to human health and economic prosperity are 
being compromised.   

Without a change in the way we finance fish and 
wildlife conservation, we can expect the list of 
federally threatened and endangered species 
to grow from nearly 1,600 species today to 
perhaps thousands more in the future. In addition 
to the tragedy of placing our country’s natural 
heritage at risk, such increases will impact business 
by raising costs for regulatory compliance, 
delaying deployment of capital and creating less 
regulatory certainty.  

At the same time as people have become more 
urban, plugged-in, and over-scheduled, time 
spent in nature and the outdoors has  
significantly declined. Today, children spend over 
50 hours a week using electronic media, leaving 
little time to participate in nature-based activities. 
This lost connection to nature denies significant 
physical and mental benefits to many Americans 
and threatens the relevance of state fish and 
wildlife agencies.

The nation behaves well  if  it 
treats the natural resources as 
assets, which it  must turn over 
to the next generation increased, 
and not impaired in value.

- Theodore Roosevelt



T h e  s o l u T i o n
The Blue Ribbon Panel on Sustaining America’s Diverse 
Fish and Wildlife Resources, comprised of national business 
and conservation leaders, was convened to evaluate 
and recommend a more sustainable funding approach 
to avert a fish and wildlife conservation crisis. The Panel 
completed its work in December 2015 and recommends:

Congress dedicate up to $1.3 
billion annually in existing 
revenue from the development 
of energy and mineral resources 
on federal lands and waters 
to the Wildlife Conservation 
Restoration Program (16 U.S.C. 669b(a)).

This funding would provide the states, territories and the 
District of Columbia with new critically needed financial 
resources to effectively implement State Wildlife Action 
Plans to conserve 12,000 species in greatest need of 
conservation. Additionally, this funding would allow states 
to provide the public with more access to open spaces; 
giving people more opportunities to have meaningful 
contact with nature.  

Historically, when fish and wildlife have faced a crisis, the 
nation has responded. We can create a more optimistic 
future for our nation’s rich natural heritage through 
dedicated and sustained investment. State fish and wildlife 
agencies have a proven track record of success when 
given adequate financial resources. We need to act 
now to build a safety net for all fish and wildlife, create 
regulatory certainty for business and address the growing 
disconnect between people and nature. Failure to do so 
will mean that our generation will leave the nation’s rich 
natural assets impaired, rather than increased in worth. 



B l u e  R i B B o n P a n e l 
on SuStaining america’S  

DiverSe FiSh anD WilDliFe reSourceS

Publication Designed by: 
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources Wildlife Division.

Partially funded through the Multistate Conservation Grant Program with 
funds from the WSFR program of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

ABOUT THE BLUE RIBBON PANEL
The Blue Ribbon Panel includes 26 business and conservation 
leaders and two ex officio members. The Panel was charged 
with recommending a new funding mechanism to support 
state fish and wildlife conservation to ensure the sustainability 
of all fish and wildlife for current and future generations.
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