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Department recommendation 
 Within biological sideboards 

 Public and CAB input 
Commission approval 
 Guidelines, not CR or CGR, therefore not binding 
 Commission may choose to approve a 

recommendation outside of guidelines, but 
Department will inform if believed to be beyond 
biological sideboard 

 Any recommendation from agency beyond guidelines 
will be identified and explained 

Biological Sideboards 



 
 Streamline 
 Simplify 
 Standardize 
Reduce confusion 
 Increase value for internal customers (biologists) and 

external customers (Commission, CABs, and public) 

Similar in Philosophy to 
License Simplification 



 
Not changing objective 
 We can change it, but do so following process 

May change how we measure objectives 

Clarity on Objectives 



 
Mule deer 
 Buck to doe ratio – 30:100 
 Measured in fall after the hunt 
 We have data collected during appropriate survey 

period with confidence intervals 
No change to criteria 
 Challenge to get data during appropriate survey 

period in all areas 
 Process challenge, not relevant to guidelines 

Examples 



 
Antlerless harvest 
 Rationale is more obscure and more poorly articulated 

Define population size and conditions under which 
agency will recommend 

Examples 



 
 Elk 
 Bull to cow ratio objective 
 Measure at time of year to reduce conflicts and see 

most elk, but does not correspond to best survey 
period 

 Measured ratios are inaccurate, modeled ratios 
dramatically higher 

 Influenced by attempt to manage population 
objectives 

Examples 



 
Alternative ways to obtain same objective 
 Population characteristics and harvest characteristics 
 Bull elk main beam length 

 

Examples 



 
 Bull elk main beam length: 

 

Examples 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

Lo
ng

es
t M

ai
n 

Be
am

 in
 In

ch
es

 

BULL AGE 

2015 Unit Group  108, 131, 132 Bull Age vs Antler Length 

Bull Elk Age vs Main Beam Poly. (Bull Elk Age vs Main Beam)



 
 Bull elk harvest should comprise 25–35% ≥50 inch 

main beam length 
 Consistent with current data 
 Independent of ratio 

 

Examples 



 
 Pronghorn 
 Buck to doe ratios focus on ≥2 year old bucks 
 Specify doe hunt objectives 

 Bear 
 No changes 

 Bighorn sheep 
 Specify ewe hunt objectives 

Mule deer and elk 
 Alternative units 
 Standardize season dates 

Other Changes 



 
Mountain lion 
 Statewide objective 
 Monitor on genetic population structures identified in 

research 
 Monitor harvest characteristics 

Mountain goats 
 No change 

Upland game and furbearers 
 No substantive changes 
 Clarify management objectives used for bobcat 

 

Other Changes 



 
 Five public meetings 
 Ely – August 24 
 Elko – August 25 
 Winnemucca – August 26 
 Las Vegas – September 6 
 Reno – September 7 

Next Steps 



 
 Briefing of Commission with public feedback in 

September 
 Potential revisions 

 Final recommendation to Commission in November 
 Following adoption, seasons will be implemented in 

January and quotas in April in accordance with these 
guidelines 

Next Steps 



 
Questions 
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