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STATE OF NEVADA 

DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE 
Operations Division 

6980 Sierra Center Parkway, Ste. 120 • Reno, Nevada 89511 
(775) 688-1500    Fax (775) 688-1987

MEMORANDUM Date:  June 25, 2016 

To: Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners, County Advisory Boards to Manage 
Wildlife, and Interested Publics 

From: Robert Haughian, Administrator, Operations Division 

Title: Commission General Regulation 462, LCB File No. R015-16 

Description: Issuing and Verifying Hull Numbers of Vessels 

Presenter: Maureen Hullinger, Management Analyst III, Operations Division 

Agenda No:  27 

Summary:  The Department presented this informational paper and workshopped the language 
for LCB File R015 -16, Commission General Regulation 462 during the May commission 
meeting.  The regulation addresses changes associated with vessels that the United States Coast 
Guard (USCG) is requesting states to implement pertaining to hull numbers, the verification and 
issuance of hull numbers; the content of applications for certificate of number and certificate of 
ownership, additional definitions and descriptions and personal identification information of 
owners.  During the workshop of the language the Department identified additional corrections, 
deletions or housekeeping edits to the language.  These edits are handwritten on pages 8-10, 12, 
13, 16, 20, 22, 24 & 26 in the copy presented for action.  At the end of the workshop there were 
no additional changes requested to the language. 

Background:  States are required to report vessel data to the USCG.  The USCG amended 33 
CFR Parts 173, 174, 181 and 187 as an effort to modernize and standardize vessel database 
information and terminology collected by all of the states.   This effort has a direct impact on 
state requirements and must be implemented by January 1, 2017.  In Nevada, the effort to meet 
the USCG requirements started in the 2015 legislative session with the passing of Assembly Bill 
35 (AB35).  AB35 addressed requirements for the state to verify that the hull numbers meet the 
requirements prescribed by the USCG and issue a new state hull number if the hull number on a 
vessel does not meet the requirement.      
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The Regulation:  Pursuant to AB35 and USCG direction the Department drafted language 
amending a significant portion of Chapter 488 of Nevada Administrative Code (NAC), which 
pertains to vessels.  The draft language was presented to the USCG for review to ensure we were 
on track with our efforts and after review subsequently submitted to the Nevada Legislative 
Counsel Bureau for finalization into the formal NAC format being presented for this workshop. 
 
The regulation amendment tackles a significant portion of Chapter 488 of NAC, which is the 
watercraft chapter.   Since the goal of the USCG is to improve reporting, boating safety efforts, 
enhance law enforcement efforts and clarify requirements for all of the states, having uniformity 
of the data at the state level will help in this effort.   As a result, much of what is being amended 
involves, as mentioned, standardization of terminology.  There is a host of new terms and 
definitions as provided by the USCG.  Adding new terminology results in language 
“housekeeping”, which occurs throughout the amendment.  Further, the USCG is requesting 
additional data regarding owners, and those changes are located in those sections associated with 
applications for certificate of number or certificate of ownership (registration and titling).    Such 
information includes physical address, date of birth of registered owners and driver’s license 
numbers are being added in addition to employee identification number if the applications are 
made under a business name.    
 
Implementation of the Requirements:  Implementation will include programming changes to 
the Department’s licensing database, Nevada Wildlife Data system (NWDS) for both our counter 
and online consumer sales sites for the input and output formats for the new data being 
requested.  To include but not limited to updating all layouts to process transactions and 
documents generated out of those transactions, registrations and titles.  There will be 
programming the hull number formatting to meet the USCG requirements and addressing 
changes to the tables associated with propulsion, fuel, hull types, and operation.  Additionally, 
reports associated with the vessel registration and titling program will be reviewed and updated 
to meet the agency’s data reporting requirements.  As part of the hull number requirements we 
are researching new state hull number stickers, for when we have to assign a state hull number, 
when the department determines a hull number does not meet new the USCG requirements.  
These state hull number stickers must be durable and we have been communicating with other 
states regarding products they use.  Then of course, we are planning to notify Nevada vessel 
owners impacted by the hull number requirements.  There are a significant number of vessels 
that do not meet the requirement of which many have not been registered for a number of years.  
Our internal discussion has been to start with registered owners from the last 3-5 years since they 
may have the most current contact information.   Those vessels that have not been registered for 
many years will have the new requirements addressed at the time they surface during a 
transaction. 
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Brief Explanation of the Sections:  The Legislative Counsel’s digest, pages 1-3, provide 
explanations to several of the sections with substantive changes. 
 
Recommendation:  The Department at this time would recommend approval of LCB File No. 
R015-16 as presented. 
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