
Committee Members: Commissioner Paul Valentine (Chair), Commissioners Brad Johnston, Jon Almberg, and Tommy Caviglia, and CABMW representatives Glenn Bunch (Mineral Co.) and Joe Crim (Pershing Co.)

Staff to the Committee: Staff Specialists Lee Davis, 775-688-1562, lee.davis@ndow.org, and Maureen Hullinger, 775-688-1881, mhullinger@ndow.org 




 In accordance with NRS 241.020, this agenda closes three days prior to the meeting date and has been posted on the website www.ndow.org, and at 4 locations  including the principal office of the body  (Department of Wildlife offices: 1100 Valley Road, Reno, NV  89512, 380 W. “B” Street, Fallon, NV  89406; 60 Youth Center Road, Elko, NV  89801; 4747 Vegas Drive, Las Vegas, NV  89108).  Nevada Department of Wildlife receives Federal Aid in Fish and/or Wildlife Restoration.  Federal law prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, natural origin, age, sex [in educational programs], or disability.  Members of the public wishing to participate should appear in person at the physical meeting location, or may submit written comments to be contained in the exhibit.
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NEVADA BOARD OF WILDLIFE COMMISSIONERS
WILDLIFE HERITAGE COMMITTEE MEETING
FRIDAY, MAY 15, 2020 – 3:00 PM

Pursuant to Governor Sisolak’s March 22, 2020 Declaration of Emergency Directive 006, the requirement contained in NRS 241.023 (1)(b) that there be a physical location designated for meetings of public bodies where members of the public are permitted to attend and participate is suspended in order to mitigate the possible exposure or transmission of COVID-19 
(Coronavirus).  Accordingly, anyone planning to participate in the meeting must participate via the web link provided below.
The meeting will be broadcasted at the following website:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88378794621?pwd=MXVPSXNod0N3N0ZZS0laU1hUTUVKdz09
Password: 090114

Meeting materials are available at:  http://www.ndow.org/Public_Meetings/Committees/Wildlife_Heritage/


Nevada Department of Wildlife personnel in attendance:
Deputy Director Jack Robb, Habitat Division Administrator Alan Jenne, Wildlife Staff Specialist Maureen Hullinger, Wildlife Staff Specialist Lee Davis, Administrative Assistant Megan Manfredi

County Advisory Boards to Manage Wildlife (CABMW) Members and public in attendance:
Glen Bunch – Mineral CABMW, Joe Crim – Pershing CABMW, Alejandra Medina, Caleb McAdoo, Carl Erquiaga, Brittany Trimble, Cody McKee, Cody Schroeder,  Gail Patricelli, Jeremy Lutz,  JR Bennett, Kari Huebner, Kelley Stewart, Lisa Lesmeister, Maria Ospina, Matt Glenn, Mike Cox, Mike Scott, Moria Kolada, Pat Jackson,  Paul Dixon, Rex Flowers, Sam Sedillo, Shawn Espinosa, Terrence Melby, Tiffany East, Travis Hawks

Committee members:
Chairman Paul Valentine, Brad Johnston, Tommy Caviglia, Glen Bunch, Joe Crim, Jon Almberg 

1. Call to Order, Roll Call and Pledge of Allegiance – Committee Chairman Valentine, Habitat Division Chief Alan Jenne

Chairman Valentine called the meeting to order at 3:00 PM. 

Habitat Division Chief Alan Jenne conducted roll call; all members were present. 

Commissioner Caviglia lead the pledge of allegiance.
 
2. Approval of the Agenda – Committee Chairman Valentine – For Possible Action, the Committee will review the agenda and may take action to approve the agenda.  The Committee may remove items from the agenda, continue items for consideration or take items out of order.

Commissioner Johnston moved to approve the agenda, seconded by Commissioner Almberg. Motion carried 6-0.

3. Member Item Announcements. 
Committee members may present emerging items. Any item requiring Committee action will be scheduled on a future Committee agenda.

Chairman Valentine received an email from Rex Flowers commenting on proposals and an email from Pershing County Chukars Unlimited removing themselves from the Pronghorn Antelope Heritage tag request. 

Wildlife Staff Specialist Hullinger clarified that Pershing County Chukars Unlimited is asking for removal of the 2021 Antelope tag even though the canceled banquet will be held in 2020.

Deputy Director Robb reinforced that Pershing County Chukars Unlimited has removed themselves from the 2021 Pronghorn Antelope Heritage Tag. 

4. Commission Regulation 20-04, 2021 Heritage Tag Seasons and Quotas - Vendor Proposal Review and Recommendation – NDOW Staff Specialist Maureen Hullinger – Possible Action 
An overview of the Wildlife Heritage Tag Vendor Program will be presented by staff. Review and provide recommendations on the Year 2021 Wildlife Heritage Tag Vendor proposals.  Recommendations will be provided at the June Commission meeting. 

Wildlife Staff Specialist Hullinger presented the 2021 Heritage Tag Vendor Proposal, citing all support material. There are nine vendors currently in consideration. 

Due to COVID the Commission had to meet and re award several of the 2021 tags so they could be auctioned off. The Committee discussed previous participants that did not apply.
 
Chairman Valentine asked if the Nevada Waterfowl Association and Carson Valley Chukar Club did not apply. 

Deputy Director Robb confirmed that to be true, and states that it is the Committee and Commissions decision to accept late submitted proposals from vendors. 

Chairman Valentine asked if the committee had a chance to review the applications, and allowed for comments or nominations?

Public comment:

Terry Melby, representing NNSCI, stated we never received any information from NDOW regarding the submittal deadline, that is why we did not file on time. We have two successful years with our heritage tag.

Paul Dixon, I support Meadow Valley Wildlife Unlimited, WHIN and Las Vegas Woods and Waters to receive the same tags as last year.

Gail Patricelli, I’m here and available to answer questions, but it looks like I can’t join with audio or video. If you would like me to, my email is at gpatricelli@ucdavis.edu. If not, I’ll just keep listening and answer any questions via Q&A. Since our event was held up prior to the COVID19 restrictions the Fallon Chapter of NBU was one of the few organizations able to hold its annual banquet. we had a change of venue this year and were able to grow our event by 33%. The banquet was sold out 6 weeks in advance and was a great event. Our plans are to use the same bigger, nicer venue in 2021. We would really like to have some kind of heritage tag for our renewed banquet. 

Chairman Valentine read the public comments for the record and allowed for questions or comments from committee members.

Commissioner Caviglia commented on the possibility of giving California Sheep tags to organizations that hold earlier banquets. 

Discussion was had between the Committee members and Department Staff regarding the allocation of tags by species. 

Commissioner Almberg motioned Antelope tags go to vendor be Safari Club International Las Vegas and the Wild Sheep Foundation, seconded by Commissioner Johnston. Motion carried 6-0

Chairman Valentine recommended that Wildlife Habitat of Nevada and the Mule Deer Foundation receive Mule Deer tags.

Commissioner Johnston motioned Deer tags go to Wildlife Habitat of Nevada and Mule Deer Foundation, seconded by Commissioner Almberg. Motion carried 6-0

Chairman Valentine recommended Meadow Valley Wildlife Unlimited and Elko Bighorns Unlimited for the Elk tags. 

Commissioner Caviglia motioned Elk tags go to Meadow Valley and Elko Bighorns Unlimited, seconded by Commissioner Johnston. Motion carried 6-0

Chairman Valentine recommended Wild Sheep Foundation and Nevada Bighorns Unlimited Reno for Desert Bighorn Sheep

Commissioner Johnston motioned Desert Bighorn tags go to Nevada Bighorns Unlimited Reno and Wild Sheep Foundation, seconded by Chairman Valentine. Motion carried 6-0

Commissioner Johnston motioned California Bighorn tag go to Nevada Bighorns Unlimited Reno, seconded by Joe Crim. Motion Carried 6-0

Commissioner Johnston motioned for Turkey tags to be awarded to Safari Club International Las Vegas, Wildlife Habitat of Nevada, Meadow Valley, Las Vegas Woods and Waters, seconded by Commissioner Almberg. Motion carried 6-0

5. Review Heritage Account Funds Available for FY 2021 Projects and Current Principal Balance – Wildlife Staff Specialist Lee Davis
An estimate of the principal balance and available funds for FY 2021 projects will be provided along with a summary of the method used to estimate the amount available.

Wildlife Staff Specialist Davis shared the principal balance for Fiscal Year 2021 projects and explained how it compares to 2020 and 2019 Fiscal Years.

Chairman Valentine expresses that the balance falls short of what is needed to meet all the project proposals. 

6. Review Wildlife Heritage Project Proposals Submitted for FY 2021 Funding – Chairman Valentine – Possible Action 
The Wildlife Heritage Committee will review the FY 2021 Heritage project proposals and provide recommendations for funding from the Heritage account to the Board of Wildlife Commissioners at the June Commission meeting. 

Habitat Division Administrator Alan Jenne provided an overview of the project proposals and the funding amount asked for. During this time, he allowed for questions to be asked and he listed the project proposals.

Discussion was had between the Committee members and Department Staff regarding the funding of the Trout Stamp.  

Commissioner Johnston mentioned that he does not want to participate in the consideration of the Project 21-05 due to a personal relationship outside of the Committee and will be abstaining from the motion of that project. 

Chairman Valentine expresses that there are more requested funds than what is available.
 
Commissioner Johnston explains that they can always find room for captures and transplants because if that number is reduced, Non-Government Organization (NGO) partners will likely fill that gap. Additionally, Commissioner Johnston voices concerns with Project Proposal 21-18 and 21-20.

Commissioner Almberg voiced if the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) could be a funding source for Project Proposal 20-21 being that it is a private fence. Additionally, he asks about the possibility of approving all the Proposed Projects.

Chairman Valentine agreed stating all the projects are great projects that should be funded. We could motion for that if that is the flavor of the Committee and make a motion to take it to the Commission in June.

Public Comment: 

Paul Dixon, In support of funding all the projects with no reductions in the requested amount.

Rex Flowers, I would hope you will not fund 21-20 and cut 21-21 for the fencing labor. Please fund 21-01 as presented and take needed funds away elsewhere.

Kelley Stewart, Proposal 21-20 is to do diet analysis for Mule Deer, in conjunction with a PJ removal project funded to UNR for $134K. Although the project is not a habitat improvement study per se, it is part of a larger habitat study and the diet analysis is to help determine if the pinion juniper (PJ) removal helped the population in terms of improved diet quality.

Chairman Valentine read the public comments for the record, then allowed for questions or comments from Committee members.

Glen Bunch stated he was against 21-18 100 percent and will agree to 21-21 only if the fence portion for materials and labor is removed. 

Chairman Valentine motioned to fund all Heritage projects for Fiscal Year 2021 with the exception of removing the fence funding for 21-21 and bring to Commission the option of funding all projects from the Heritage account, seconded by Commissioner Almberg. Motion carried 5-0, Commissioner Johnston abstained from vote. 
 
7. Future Committee Meeting - Chairman Valentine – Possible Action
The Committee may set a date, location, and time for the next Committee meeting.

Chairman Valentine stated there is no date, location or time set, for the next Committee meeting prior to the June Commission meeting. 

8. Public Comment Period – This period is for general comments on topics that are not on this meeting’s agenda. No committee action will be taken but may be scheduled on a future committee agenda.  The 3 and 6 minute time limits still apply.

Public comment:
	
Caleb McAdoo stated fence portion of 21-21 $34,000 with $18,000 for materials.

Chairman Valentine read the public comments for the record, then allowed for questions or comments from committee members.

The meeting was adjourned 4:22 PM.



