Trapping Regulation Committee Members: Staff to the Committee: Rob Buonamici
Chairman David McNinch (775) 688-1540
Commissioners: Jack Robb, Jeremy Drew, rbuonamici@ndow.org
Karen Layne

Public member: John Sullivan

NEVADA BOARD OF WILDLIFE COMMISSIONERS
NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE
TRAPPING REGULATION COMMITTEE MEETING
Clark County Government Center
Commission Chambers
500 S. Grand Central Parkway
Las Vegas, NV 89155

Saturday, April 5, 2014 @ 12:00 p.m.

FINAL AGENDA

NOTE: Items may be taken out of order; items may be combined for consideration by the
public body; and Items may be pulled or removed from the agenda at any time.
Individuals with a disability who are in need of special services should contact the
Department at least 24 hours prior to the meeting at 775-688-1549. Individuals with
hearing impairment may contact the Department via telecommunication device (TDD)

(775) 688-1550.

TIME LIMITS: Public Comment will be taken on every action item after discussion but
before action on each item, and are limited to (3)_minutes per person. Persons may not
allocate unused time to other speakers. Persons are invited to submit written comments
on items or attend and make comment during the meeting and are asked complete a
speaker card and present it to the Recording Secretary. To ensure the public has notice
of all matters the Committee will consider, Committee members may choose not respond
to public comments in order to avoid deliberation on topics not listed for action on the

agenda.

FORUM RESTRICTIONS AND ORDERLY BUSINESS: The viewpoint of a speaker will not
be restricted, but reasonable restrictions may be imposed upon the time, place and
manner of speech. Irrelevant and unduly repetitious statements and personal attacks
which antagonize or incite others are examples of public comment that may be reasonably

limited.

NOTE: Public comment allowed on each action item and at the end of the meeting for
items not on the agenda.

Saturday, April 5, 2014 @ 12:00 p.m.

1 Call to Order — Chairman McNinch




4*

6*

8*

Approval of Agenda — Chairman McNinch - For Possible Action

The Committee will review the agenda and may take action to approve the agenda.
The Committee may remove items from the agenda, combine items for
consideration or take items out of order.

Member Items/Announcements Chairman McNinch - Informational
Committee members may present emergent items. No action may be taken by the
Committee. Any item requiring Committee action will be scheduled on a future

Committee agenda.

Approval of Minutes — Chairman McNinch - For Possible Action
The Committee may take action to approve Committee minutes from the January

31, 2014 meeting.

Public Comment Period

Persons wishing to speak on items not on the agenda should complete a speaker’s
card and present it to the recording secretary. Public comment will be limited to
three minutes. No action can be taken by the Committee at this time; any item
requiring Committee action may be scheduled on a future Committee agenda. In
addition to this Public Comment Period, Public Comment limited to three minutes
per speaker on each agenda action item, but not on reports or informational items.

Review of Non-Target Data Associated with Trapping — Chairman McNinch —
For Possible Action

The Committee will review and discuss non-target data associated with trapping
collected by the Department. The Committee may take action to provide direction
to staff or establish findings or recommendations to present to the Nevada Board of
Wildlife Commissioners relevant to non-target data associated with trapping.

Education Associated with Trapping Activities — Chairman McNinch — For
Possible Action

The Committee will review and discuss current education efforts associated with
trapping activities in Nevada. The Committee may take action to provide direction
to staff or establish findings or recommendations to present to the Nevada Board of
Wildlife Commissioners relevant to education associated with trapping activities.

Possible Recommendation to Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners
Regarding Demerit Points Assessed for a Conviction(s) of Trapping on
Private Property Without Permission — Chairman McNinch - For Possible
Action

The Committee will review and discuss current demerit points assessed for a
conviction(s) of trapping on private property without permission. The Committee
may take action to provide direction to staff or establish findings or
recommendations to present to the Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners.
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Possible Recommendation to Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners
Regarding Demerit Points Assessed for a Conviction(s) of Failure to Visit a
Trap(s) Within Required Timeframes — Chairman McNinch - For Possible
Action

The Committee will review and discuss current demerit points assessed for a
conviction(s) of failure to visit a trap(s) within required timeframes. The Committee
may take action to provide direction to staff or establish finding or recommendations
to present to the Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners.

Definition and/or Interpretation of the Terms “close proximity” and
“populated and heavily used areas” as Used in Senate Bill 213 - DAG
Newton/Chairman McNinch — For Possible Action

The Committee may take action to define and/or interpret “close proximity” and
‘populated or heavily used areas” as they relate to Wildlife Management Areas 262,
263, 266, 268 286 and any other wildlife management units within Clark County or

portions thereof.

Possible Recommendation to Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners
Regarding Visitation Frequency for Certain Traps, Snares or Similar Devices
Placed in Close Proximity to a Populated or Heavily Used Area — Chairman
McNinch — For Possible Action

The Committee may take action to recommend to the Nevada Board of Wildlife
Commissioners the frequency at which a person who takes or causes to be taken
wild mammals by means of traps, snares or similar devices which do not, or are not
designed to cause immediate death to the mammals must visit a trap, snare or
similar device in Wildlife Management Areas 262, 263, 266, 268 286 and any other
wildlife management units within Clark County or portions thereof. In providing a
recommendation the Committee will consider requiring a trap, snare or similar
device to be visited more frequently than a trap, snare or similar device which is not
placed in close proximity to such an area.

Future Committee Meetings and Potential Agenda Items — Chairman McNinch
— For Possible Action

The Committee will discuss the date, time and location of the next Committee
meeting. The Committee will also review and may take action to set potential

agenda items for that meeting.

Public Comment Period

Persons wishing to speak on items not on the agenda should complete a speaker’s
card and present it to the recording secretary. Public comment will be limited to
three minutes. No action can be taken by the Committee at this time; any item
requiring Committee action may be scheduled on a future Committee agenda. In
addition to this Public Comment Period, Public Comment limited to three minutes
per speaker on each agenda action item, but not on reports or informational items.



* *Support material provided including updates, and posted to the NDOW website (www.ndow.org). Support
material for this meeting may be requested from the Joanne Trendler, at (775) 688-1549; and will be
available at the meeting. Notice to the Public: Nevada Department of Wildlife receives Federal Aid in Fish
and/or Wildlife Restoration. The U.S. Department of the Interior prohibits discrimination on the basis of race,
color, creed, religion, national origin, age, sex, or disability. In accordance with NRS 241.020, this agenda
closes three days prior to the meeting date and has been posted at the meeting location, and at the following
Department of Wildlife offices: 1100 Valley Road, Reno, NV, 89512; 380 W. “B” Street, Fallon, NV, 89406:
815 E. Fourth Street, Winnemucca, NV 89445; 60 Youth Center, Elko, NV, 89801; 1218 N. Alpha Street, Ely,
NV 89301; 744 S. Racetrack Road, Henderson, NV 89015; and 4747 W. Vegas Dr., Las Vegas, NV, 89108.

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

Nevada Department of Wildlife receives Federal Aid in Fish and Wildlife Restoration. The U.S. Department of
the Interior prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, or disability.
Individuals with hearing impairment may contact the Department at 775-688-1500 via a text telephone
telecommunications device by first calling the State of Nevada Relay Operator at 1-800-326-6868.
Individuals with a disability who are in need of special services should contact Joanne Trendler at the

Department at least 24 hours prior to (775) 688-1676.
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DRAFT MINUTES
Nevada Department of Wildlife
Trapping Regulation Committee

Clark County Government Center
Commission Chambers
500 S. Grand Central Parkway
Las Vegas, NV 89155

Saturday, April 5, 2014 @ 12:00 p.m.

Committee Members Present

Chairman David McNinch

Commissioner Jeremy Drew — Conference Call
Commissioner Jack Robb

Commissioner Layne

John Sullivan, Clark County

Department Personnel Present

Rob Buonamici, Chief Game Warden

David Pfiffner, Staff Game Warden

Paul Hearne, Game Warden

Kristy Knight, Staff Game Warden

Russell Wolstenhume, Staff Biologist

Doug Nielsen, Conservation Education Educator
Joanne Trendler, Recording Secretary

Others Present

Richard A. Pabst, Nevada Resident &
Outdoorsman

George T. Rowe, Citizen

Fred Schmidt, Nevada Trappers Assoc.
(NTA)

Neil Dillon, Woods & Waters

John Tibbetts, NTA

Jared Ward, NTA

Rashawn Gordon, Citizen Trapper

Kes Anderson, Southern Nevada Coalition
Wildlife

Rachel Anderson, Southern Nevada Coalition
Wildlife

Jim Myers, Trapper

Mary Maguire, Trapper

Robert Rowe, Trapper

George Rowe, Sportsman

Joe Bennett, Self

Dave Stowater, NTA

Debra Stowater, NTA

Bill Taylor, Self

Carl & Carmen Rhoda, self

Melody Hendry, self

Fred Voltz, General Public

Genehieve Raynor, hunter, fisherman, trapper
Alexandra Raynor, hunter, fisherman, trapper
Gene Raynor, hunter, fisherman, trapper
Louise Raynor, hunter, fisherman, trapper
Tye & Kathryn Eastman, NTA

Caron Tayloe, Nevada Taxpayer

Stephanie Myers, Mt Charleston

Jeremy Bentz, Nevada Taxpayer/Trapper
Jeffrey Bentz, Nevada Taxpayer/Trapper

Tea Sargent, hunter, trapper

Claire Ramsey. NPAA Voter

Lennova Valles, hunter, trapper

Joel Blakeslee, NTA

Mithcell Mcguire, sportsman



Shawn Miller, sportsman

Payton Miller, sportsman

Wayne Fitzpatrick, sportsman

Ira Hansen, Assemblyman, District 32
Todd Kolojay, sportsman

Janet Reha Little, fisherman

Trish Swain, Trailsafe Nevada

Bill Dejunekls, WHIH

Michael Guest, WHIN FDB

Tracy Truman, Nevada Trappers Alliance
Guy Welch, citizen

Mike Reese, SNCW

Annoula Wylderich, public

Gerald Brase, public

Broge Boyd, pubic

John Hiatt, self

Ron Lyster, self

Laura Mercer, Trail Runners

The Werner Family, family, self, business
owner

Sam Pope, self

Gary Gonzales, self (Branard Meats)
Gordon Wasten, Nevada Firearms Coalition
Paul Crawford, self

Roni Davis, self

Joe Luby, self

Vinenne Mackay, self

Joel Axberg, self

Danielle Stowater, self

Jason Erickson, self

T.E. Brumback, Jr., self

Brain Patterson, Las Vegas Woods & Water
Trudy Lawrence, self

Brian Smith, NSU

Logan Smith, NSU — Junior

Andrew Miller, NSU

Desiree Miller, self

Derick Miller, self

Neil Miller, self

Charles Brumback, self

Jozef Brumback, self

Scott Purvis, self

Karen Tayloe, self

Dave Stowater, Nevada Trappers Association

Trapping Regulation Committee
Draft Minutes — Las Vegas
April 5, 2014

Bobbie Purvis, self

Jana Wright, self, Clark County Resident
Steven Sauder, self, NTA

Wayne Bliss, self

Eric Olsen, self

Scott Drawantz, self

Diane & Mike Diojuardi, self

Salme Armijo, self

Steve Reiter, self

Susan Somers, self

Shannon Ireland, self

Jeff Spencer, self

Dylan Spencer, self

Ami Meyers

Shane Bunce, NSU

John Granowski, self

Jackie Casano, self

Toby Friedman, self

Cresent Hardy, self

Paul Anderson, Assemblyman District 13
Scott Hammond, Senate 18

Rian Cimperman, sportsman

Jason Erickson, self

TLE. Brumback Jr., self

Brian Patterson, Las Vegas Woods & Water
Tracy Lawrence, self

Brian Smith, NSU

Logan Smith, NSU-Junior

Andrew Miller, NSU

Desiree Miller, self

Derrick Miller, self

Neil Miller, self

John Fitzgibbons, private citizen

Mary Ri..., private citizen

T. Charlotte Guys, private citizen
Dastel Dingman, Dingman Law Offices
Gina Greisen, NV Voters for Animals
Cotton Cole, private citizen

Trey Schott, private citizen

Charles Hughes, Chase-Inator Pest Control
Services
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Saturday, April 5, 2014 @ 12:00 p.m.

1 Call to Order — Chairman McNinch
Meeting called to order at 12:06.

Chairman McNinch introduced the committee. He explained that anything that comes out of the
committee has to go through the full Wildlife Commission. He said they don’t make decisions that
stand on their own at this level. He said over the last several meetings he has had to explain where
the committee was in the process but today he would not be doing that. He said if you have
questions he suggested finding someone that has been involved for a while. He thanked everyone
for attending. He said if you plan to speak today be sure to fill out one of the yellow or white slips.
He said they would limit public comment to 3 minutes for individuals and six minutes if you
represent a group. He said speakers will only get to speak once on each action item. He said this is
an emotional deal for everyone in this room. He asked that everyone be respectful of people that
may not share the same thought process or value. He said to focus comments on the committee
when you speak. He said he wants to create an environment where people are comfortable sharing
their thoughts without intimidation one way or the other. He said be respectful, thoughtful, and
courteous. He said there may be things that are said that you don’t like and if that happens he
doesn’t want to hear jeering and side comments. He said if you hear something you do like please
refrain from clapping or cheering. He said those aren’t respectful ways of expressing yourself in

this meeting.

2 Approval of Agenda — Chairman McNinch - For Possible Action
The Committee will review the agenda and may take action to approve the agenda. The
Committee may remove items from the agenda, combine items for consideration or take

items out of order.

Commissioner Layne said she would like to make a motion to move agenda item 11 after agenda
item six on the agenda. She said the reason why she is suggesting that is because as they go
through the agenda they may lose people and she knows there are people there specifically for

agenda item 11.

Chairman McNinch said that if we do that then ten should probably be moved too as they go hand
in hand together.

Commissioner Layne she would consider adding ten to her motion so that 10 and 11 come after
agenda item six.

Chairman McNinch asked if there was a second to her motion. He said since none seconded he
would send it out to public comment. He said he wanted to say one thing. He said when you come
up for public comment be sure to recognize the agenda item. He said he will be a stickler about it
today. He said there is an opportunity to speak on other things under the public comment period.



Trapping Regulation Committee
Draft Minutes — Las Vegas
April 5, 2014

Jana Wright said she would like the committee to reconsider moving agenda items 10 and 11 after
agenda item six. She said she isn’t aware of how long they have the room for or what the
committee’s travel plans are but she said she feels item 11 is the meat and potatoes of this meeting.

Mike Reese said that the agenda only mentions three minutes per individual and he asked for
clarification if it was still six minutes per organization.

Chairman McNinch said yes.

Mike Reese said that his organization just payed their fees with the secretary of state, but haven’t
received a certificate yet. He asked if that is what classifies you as an organization. He said there
are people in the audience who could say they are an organization as well.

Chairman McNinch said if they say they are speaking on behalf of an organization then we will let
them speak. He said they don’t have a way to check if an organizations fees are current with the
secretary of state. He said if they are stating they represent an organization and that organization
isn’t filed with the Secretary of State, he would assume there are other issues there. He said the
committee isn’t in a position to filter those at this time,

Mr. Reese said the Southern Coalition is in favor of keeping the agenda as written.

COMMISSIONER ROBB MOVED TO APPROVE THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED. MR.
SULLIVAN SECONDED. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Commissioner Robb said this agenda has been posted. He said he doesn’t know if there are some
individuals who looked at it and thought they had time to get here which is why he doesn’t like
changing the agenda. He said by changing the agenda at a late date that might exclude some people
from participating that planned to attend.

Deputy Attorney General Dave Newton asked for clarification as when originally stated
Commissioner Robb said “moved to approve the motion as presented.” He said it confused him
because he wasn’t sure if he was moving for approval of Commissioner Layne’s motion or if he
was approving the agenda.

Commissioner Robb clarified that he is referring to the agenda.

3 Member Items/Announcements Chairman McNinch — Informational
Committee members may present emergent items. No action may be taken by the
Committee. Any item requiring Committee action will be scheduled on a future Committee

agenda.

Commissioner Drew said that he wanted everyone to know he appreciates everyone’s attendance
and the correspondence sent to our Recording Secretary Joanne Trendler. He apologized he
couldn’t make it and appreciated being able to participate by phone.
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4* Approval of Minutes — Chairman McNinch - For Possible Action
The Committee may take action to approve Committee minutes from the January 31, 2014

meeting.

Commissioner Layne said she received her package will abstain if they approve the minutes since
she hadn’t had the opportunity to read them.

Commissioner Robb said not having the time to thoroughly review the minutes he said it would be
best to hold off on approving them.

Chairman McNinch said they would defer the approval of these minutes to a future meeting.

3 Public Comment Period
Persons wishing to speak on items not on the agenda should complete a speaker’s card and

present it to the recording secretary. Public comment will be limited to three minutes. No
action can be taken by the Committee at this time; any item requiring Committee action may
be scheduled on a future Committee agenda. In addition to this Public Comment Period,
Public Comment limited to three minutes per speaker on each agenda action item, but not on

reports or informational items.

Ira Hansen, Assemblyman District, said he wanted to call attention to the Chair that state senator
Scott Hamm, assemblyman Crescent Harvey, and assemblyman Paul Anderson in the audience.

Fred Voltz said there are three high profile trappers in the ethical and/or legal systems crosshairs
with almost 100 years of combined trapping experience. He said one is a lawmaker, one is a
lawyer, and one is the president of the Nevada Trappers Association. He said all three have claimed
there is no need for changes to the existing trap visitation and placement rules. He said two of the
three have been unable to follow the rules they claim are adequate to self police trapper’s activities.
He said using public resources 12:29:31 for failure to visit traps, repeatedly slinging a live
bobcat with a leg caught in a trap in front of a pack of uncontrolled dogs and failure to visit traps
are serious charges and are not made lightly or without full evidence and documentation. He said
these individuals lack judgment and maturity to offer constructive input on how trappers and

trapping should be regulated in the general public’s interest.

Karen Tayloe said that she is addressing some of the concerns that the trappers have shared online.
She said she has gone to many Nevada residents regarding the fact that there is no scientific data to
a problem. She said in all actuality she agrees that we do need the scientific data. She said the
problem that she might see for the trappers is that the scientific data that she, Trish Swayne, and Dr.
Molde have presented over the years does not substantiate any of their claims; it substantiates
shorter trap visitation times. She also stated she can’t find any research that would support trapping
at all, except for veterinarian and disease research.

Stephanie Meyer, Mt. Charleston resident said she had a few clarifications. The trapping closures
referred to by the Nevada Trappers Association besides the 25 campgrounds, picnic areas, and trails
in upper Kyle and Lee Canyons that trappers didn’t even want to include five roads. She said these
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five roads measure 19 miles of 20 feet on either side adding up to an astonishing total of 1.4 square
miles. She said Clark County encompasses almost 8000 square miles. She said a 1.4 square mile
closure seems negligible next to Clark County’s 8000 square miles. She said regarding school
closures due to predators, an argument trapper’s like to use, in Clark County there has been one.
She said on November 27, 2012 someone saw a coyote near a school and called Metro. Metro
called Jack Daily Elementary School in East Las Vegas and asked the school to keep the kids inside
for a while. She said Metro came and shot the coyote, NDOW showed up and it was all over. She
said the shelter in place lasted less than two hours. She said much has been made of the reams of
regulations pertaining to trapping, most recently by John Sullivan’s girlfriend, in a Review Journal
letter to the editor. She said these burdensome reams of regulations are a myth. She said the
Nevada hunting guide is 72 pages long. She said trappers think there are hefty and substantial
regulations and guidelines for what they call their sport. She asked how many pages of this book
are devoted to hunting vs. trapping. She said so much for significant regulation, there is none. She
said there is a rumor that a survey was done of Clark County veterinarians and none were found to
have treated trap injuries on pets. She said this is a myth. She said J. Holt, formerly on the Clark
County CAB said he may have asked a few of his vet friends in Moapa Valley and he reported this
to a CAB meeting last year. She said she can name at least three veterinarians off the top of her
head that have treated trap injuries on pets. She said there is a myth about the entire force of
wardens hired to enforce all these oppressive trap regulations. She said at last count there were 32
or 33 wardens for the entire state of Nevada only three of whom are on duty at any one time. She
said this is hardly a force of mighty magnitude. She said she doesn’t know how they can get the job
done, but they do. She said she thinks everyone knows about the three prominent members of the
trapping community, as Mr. Voltz mentioned, that can’t even seem to follow the rules as they are
now.

Bruce (did not sign in - Last Name) said Spring Mountain was closed by the US Fish and
Wildlife Service to mining and logging as an active restrictive collection on rocks, plants, fossils,
invertebrates and prohibits the commercial collection of anything. He said the Spring Mountains
are unique geographically & genetically isolated from now distant related populations for thousands
of years. He said the randomness of for profit trapping poses a threat to individual populations as it
does to any animal that lives in or visits and walks through the woodlands & forests of the Spring
Mountains. He said the Spring Mountain eco-system and the animals it supports are under pressure
from increased visitation, public and private development, introduced species, the proliferation of
invasive leaves and drought. He said the Spring Mountain species the Mt Charleston Blue Butterfly
was listed as endangered by the US Fish and Wildlife Service in 2013. He said the long term cost
of that action will certainly be millions and millions of dollars and the loss of any species near a
Nevada tourist destination will certainly reflect badly on our state. He said to prevent future federal
listings and embarrassment to Nevada he believes a moratorium on commercial trapping in the
Spring Mountains would be prudent until research on certain selective mammal species could be
undertaken.

Bryan Patterson, Fraternity of the Desert Bighorn said as a point of clarification you will hear a lot
of facts and figures thrown around. He said you will have to sift through what is real and what is
not. He said over 400 pages is the actual laws for concerning wildlife and watercraft, not 72. He
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said you will hear a lot of facts and comments and be sure that you do some research and make sure
all the facts are factual and not something people think is factual.

John Fitzgibbons said it was correctly pointed out in a previous meeting that laws and
administrative codes for other states don’t apply to Nevada, but it is correct that what other states do
can be used as a benchmark for what is considered reasonable. He said other western states that
have much the same terrain, wildlife development, and wildlife management issues all consider a

24 hour visitation period to be reasonable.

Lennora Valles, trapper apprentice, said she is a newcomer to the hunting and trapping industry.
She said on February 16" her and a friend were checking their bobcat traps near cold creek. She
noticed a vehicle on their first trap and then witnessed it stop on their second trap. She said they
confronted the perpetrators and one of the assailants swung her friends trap at herself and her friend.
She said she was closest to the man swinging the trap, had she not jumped back she would have
been hit. She said the young man who responded from BLM from their 911 call failed to properly
document the scene. She said they didn’t take any pictures of the supposedly injured dog or
bothered examining the dog’s foot. She said they failed to site the perpetrator for the attempted
assault or for them trying to drive off with the trap while on the phone with 911. She said he was
not cited for leaving the scene. She said there were four BLM officers on the scene. She said as a
newcomer to trapping and hunting she was appalled by the lack of support from the agencies that
govern this time honored tradition. She said she really enjoys trapping, feels empowered and
secure, and able to do a lot more than she thought she could.

Joel Blakeslee, Nevada Trappers Association, said he would like to speak to the testimony that just
happened. He said there was the claim that a dog was caught in a trap. He said there were two
traps one that the newspaper Channel 13 has and one that was returned to the trapper on site. He
said both of these traps were said to have trapped the dog, but he would like to know which one
actually caught the dog. He said he would like the trap returned to the owner.

John Granowski, self, said he wanted to make a statement about animals being caught in traps. He
said he adopted a dog about fourteen years ago that had been caught in a trap and was missing
several digits and his front right paw was fairly damaged. He said he said he has since passed away

but felt that it showed there are animals being caught in traps.

Charles Hughes, Chase-Inator Pest Control Services, said that he may have missed the fact that we
are being told there are no predators within the city limits of Las Vegas. He said he is here to put
that down that it is not true. He said he live captures bobcats, foxes, coyotes, and has witnessed
Mountain Lions come in and take 1651b (??7? 12:42:10) out of someone’s backyard. He said he had
to go in and contact NDOW to let them know there was a predator issue. He said trapping is not
bad all the time. He said there are people that call him and ask for help because they have lost their
cat. He said everyone sees the little flyers that advertise lost pets. He said he can tell you where
those animals are, in the belly of a bobcat, coyote, or some other predator. He said they are not
equipped to deal with these wild animals. He said he is also a hunter. He enjoys it for the sport and
it provides for his family. He said he does not go out and torture or maim animals. He said if we
do not control predation, predation will take over us. He said it is a known fact and it does happen.
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He said wolves are direct example. He said they have been reintroduced to Yellow Stone and
Yellow Stone is dying again. The fact that we are trying to attack predation is horrible. He said it
is a person’s right to enjoy themselves. He said the predators are in the cities.

Rhea Little said she is the lady who was referred to the incident on February 16™. She said it was
their dog that was caught in a trap. They were out taking pictures and hiking along a dirt road. She
said her dog always wears and E-collar, he is a bird dog and her significant other is a hunter. She
said they were walking with their movie camera and the next thing they know their dog is caught in
a trap. She said there were no violent acts but there were a few choice words. She said she
received no responsibility from the trappers when they arrived. She said they thought they were
strangers and was going to apologize for blocking the road. She said two ladies jumped out and
said they wanted their trap back. She said the trap that was in the picture for Channel 13 is one she
took. She said she took pictures of the trap because she wanted to know the severity of how bad her
dog was hurt. Her dog was bleeding. She said the entire time the lady kept saying she wanted her
trap back. She said she didn’t even think trapping was allowed. She said the lady was carrying on
about laws, while her dog was in the backseat ‘crying in pain. She said at no point did the lady say
she is sorry about her dog. She said she asked the lady what if it were my grandchild and the lady
said well that would be the parents fault. She said she is here to tell you that there was no trap
being swung or any violence. She said the BLM officers and the forestry showed up. She said yes
she was angry when the lady called 911 but she was also making phone calls to the game wardens
and (7?7 12:46:13) Johnson with the BLM. She said the lady was unaware that those calls were
being made also. She said when she got back home the dog was still limping and by that time it
was 3pm in the afternoon. She said they talked to the BLM and Forestry and were told this was a
civil matter. She said they wanted to know if their dog was seriously injured who would pay the vet
bill and the lady said not her. She said that she thinks the trapper was in the wrong because she
didn’t think it should be right off the edge of the road and the trapper claims she was within her
rights. She said she has a big problem that there is no signs and no detection as to where traps are.
She said she has done a lot of studying and a lot of reading on trapping the last three weeks. She
said that 5.5 or 5.25 leg hold trap would fit a small child’s foot; it’s only a matter of time. She said
she had talked to the game warden that day called her at her home and spoke with her about the
incident. She said the game warden knew that a chain was never swung and threats were never
made. She said she did yell at her while she was on the phone with 911. She said she isn’t an
expert with the law but said she believes you have to tell 911 or the police that you have weapons
when they are called. She said no weapons were pulled or threats were given. She said the game
warden has pictures of her and what they were doing that day.

Joel Axberg said that he has been a resident since 1962. He said he would collaborate with what
Ms. Little said he was the crazy guy supposedly swinging the trap. He said that never happened.
As far as he knows there was a thorough investigation done. He said they submitted video and
pictures, it never happened and there is an investigation being done.

Mr. Hughes attempted to speak again.

Chairman McNinch said he had already spoken.
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Mr. Hughes explained that he was opening the floor for his daughter and was explaining that the
generations are here to speak.

Isabella Hughes said she loves hunting and trapping.

Carmen Roda said she lives in Cold Creek and hadn’t planned to speak. She said she felt she had to
when she heard about the dog allegedly being caught in a trap. She said she is there to tell everyone
that she stopped by Rita’s about two and a half hours after the incident. She said she saw the dog
and its leg was still bleeding so the dog was not allegedly caught in the trap. She said since she is
up there she wants to give her opinion on a couple other things. She said one of those is the
proposed map. She said she doesn’t think the map is inclusive enough because it doesn’t take in
Cold Creek. She said as I’'m sure everyone knows that this is one of the favorite playgrounds of the
trappers and there are hikers, photographers, horseback riders, ATV riders, etc. She said they are
coming up there in volumes. She said she doesn’t think trapping should be allowed in that area
period. She said she would like to know if there is a count on the number of bobcats that Nevada
has. She said it seems to her that the trappers have no constraints and can lay out as many traps as
they would like and can trap as many animals as they would like. She said one of the NDOW
furbearing person said approximately four years ago that the bobcats are so reclusive that they have
no idea how many there are. She asked if anyone knows if we are decimating that population. She
said she would like to see the reports that trappers send to NDOW. She said for her it doesn’t take a
scientist to tell when an animal is in pain. She said if nothing skim it down to 24 hours, but she

would rather see it completely eliminated.

Laura Mercer said she represents a large group of trail runners. She said they spend a great deal of
time running out in the hills, sometimes on bike hills, animal trails, and sometimes they go off trail
and use GPS to find their way back. She said in the summer they run at night with headlamps
because of the heat. She said they have had no issues with predators. She said there are small and
large groups that go out. She said they worry more about snakes than they do about bobcats. She
said the few coyotes they do run across seem curious but then run off when the runners run by. She
said she is really concerned because they do all sorts of different trails. She said some people take
their dogs on the shorter runs, but the ultra runs at night do not usually have dogs. She said we do
have to worry about the traps. She said it is a growing sport and just want a safe environment to
practice their sport. She said she doesn’t think there is a problem with predators.

Diane Deogardy said she is from Moapa. She said her husband has been a trapper for over 40
years. She said her whole family traps, hunts, and fishes to enjoy the outdoors just like everyone
else does. She said that there are now sides by sides, four wheelers, etc so people are getting further
out. She said her husband loses over 20lbs every year trapping because he walks and gets as far
away from people as he can. He said dogs get caught on occasion but she said there isn’t a trapper
in the room that is happy to catch someone’s dog. She said everyone wants trappers to follows laws
and her husband does. She said he is religious about checking his traps. She said she knows many
in this room and they are the same about their checks. She said there are leash laws. She said dogs
can get far away from you and get into things, just like children can. She said they are responsible
for their pets and they don’t take their dogs off the leash. She said she hopes the committee takes
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that into consideration. She said that this has been our heritage for many years and they want to
take it away because they don’t understand.

Richard Pattons said he has lived in Nevada and recreated here for most of his adult life. He said he
finds it interesting because a young lady and her friends has found anywhere in Nevada to be open
to running, which it is. He said but now they can find anywhere to run and she feels she has a
greater right to run anywhere in the outdoors. He said great run. He said if you want to run, leash
your dogs. He stated he has grown up and lived in Idaho, California, and Nevada. He said in both
Idaho and Nevada his family has lost pets to being eaten by predators. He said he doesn’t go and
blame someone else for that. He said if his animal wanders off his property and goes to chase
something he knows it just happens. He said when he takes his dogs; his dogs are on a leash. He
said it seems everyone in this group wants someone to look out for their well being but maybe they
need to figure out their well being for themselves. He said hunting, trapping, fishing, in this state is
regulated and they choose not to do it that’s fine, but if they choose to they do like it they have no
right to tell us through their proxies and the Wildlife Commission what to do. He said they have
just as much of a right as they do. They can ‘choose not to do something but that doesn’t elevate
their opinion, position or the morality of their situation.

Desiree Miller said that people speaking about this being a part of our heritage and culture. She
said she would have to respectfully disagree, that being a part of our heritage and culture isn’t a
good argument. Tthere are lots of things from our past that we found to be incorrect and changed
laws. People long ago said it was their right to have slaves. She said she understands its apples to
oranges, but some people said it was their right and others disagreed. She said with everything we
know about liberty and the right to life, she feels these animals have a right to life. She said it’s
self-centered to say we have the right but these animals don’t even have the right to live.

Hunter Sophie said he liked hunting and trapping.

Shannon Ireland said that everyone has heard about her in one way or another. She has the NDOW
reported investigation with a lot of discrepancies and a lot of missed facts. She said the issue with
the dog stuck in the trap, she’ll give them the benefit of the doubt. She would never want to trap
someone’s dog. There have been accusations of her putting dog food in her traps. The issue here is
she staged that she lives in Cold Creek. Anyone who lives in Cold Creek knows the hunting and
trapping seasons, as well as range shooting, sighting in firearms, etc. It would be difficult for her to
believe they don’t know the seasons and the areas to avoid. If they were going to ban hunting
because of a hunting accident and someone gets shot. he said out there that day there were other
incidents that need to be addressed properly. She feels NDOW investigated the case as the dog,
Ms. Little and Mr. Axberg being the victims. She has been having many problems with her traps
being tampered with. Tere were pictures given to NDOW showing she had been there the previous
day and the following day. She doesn’t see any issue with the 96 hour time frame and doesn’t think
trapping should be eliminated because of a few accidents. If that were the case no one should drive
or leave their homes. She said she hopes that everyone takes the time to review this and would
gladly give them a copy.
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Chairman McNinch said the committee has access to the report if they need to review the report for
any reason.

Melody Hendry said she is a resident of Clark County. She said it is a mind blowing thing that this
goes on. She said she does respect the rights of others and there are laws that need to be followed.
She said she is not pro-trapping. She thinks it is cruel and inhumane. She thinks there are far too
many non-target animals that are just helpless victims. She said there has been a lot said about dogs
being leashed, and she could be incorrect, but when you are out walking a dog the dog is usually
ahead of you. She said regardless if your dog is 10 feet out in front of you and you are walking off
trail the dog is still in danger. She said she would like to see trapping abolished in Clark County.
She said she knows it won’t happen today, but would like to be on record as saying she would like
to see regulations for the 24 hour visitation. She said she thinks that is far too long for any animal
even if it is a legal animal to trap. She said a full day of suffering is more than enough. She said 96
hours is beyond cruel for any living thing. She said she is baffled this still goes on. She said she
also feels there should be some kind of signage just to give the public a little warning. She said it’s
everyone’s land to enjoy and people shouldn’t have to be in fear with every step.

Susan Somers has been a resident of Clark County for 20 years. She said when she first moved to
Las Vegas, Freemont was a street you could drive on, West Charleston was nothing but desert and
people still smoked in the grocery stores and elevators. She said her father and mother were hunters
in Wisconsin, but she opposes hunting and trapping. She said back in her parents’ era they
humanely killed animals, took them home, and cooked them. She said things are a lot different
now. She said she is adamantly opposed to the 96 hour trap check, she said it is inhumane. She
said everyone is entitled to their own opinion but her opinion is unnecessary cruelty is just going to
set the community back even further.

Dave Stowater said that no one wants to have pets caught in traps or killed. He said they have had
all kinds of incidents in Las Vegas lately. There was a dog in the mouth of a bobcat on the news
recently. He said he also got something from KBBU broadcasting it said, “Coyotes are hungry
according to Dr. Joel Fransworth of the Las Vegas Emergency Veterinarian Clinic. The
veterinarian sees 10-15 cases of coyote attacks on pets in the last month.” He said basically you
have animals already coming into town and are seeing the effects of some of these areas. He said
no one wants to have a pet caught in a trap he said that might occur or it might happen. He said this
article shows that animals already are getting killed in town.

Trish Swayne. TrailSafe of Nevada said there has been a lot of talk online about why we are doing
this and spending time, money, and effort to do what we do. She said that is because in her mind it
is cruel. Trish presented some pictures on an overhead or projector. She explained she had a
raccoon as a pet and it was heartbreaking to see one drown this way. She showed many pictures
some from Oregon as well as someone drowning an animal with their boot. She said there are
regulations but she said they were there to make those regulations stronger. She said she has
statements from 60-90 leading veterinarians. She said a veterinarian from Pennsylvania said, “it is
inconceivable that any person with normal cerebration would believe that non-human mammals do
not experience pain. She said the excruciating pain from trapping is unconscionable.” She quoted
another doctor, “like most doctors you are in your profession because of a reverence for life. She
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said it was therefore understandable that you believe the leg hold traps should go. I too feel very
strongly about this.” She quoted another veterinarian, “It is obvious that mammals feel pain and
have a nervous system that is like ours and they feel pain, suffering and anxiety.” She said she can
show any number of references from leading veterinarians and veterinarian professors. She said
that was the first point she wanted to make. She said they are not talking about hunting or fishing
because it is well regulated. She said they are talking about trapping and intend to stick to that
agenda.

Danielle Stowater said that she has grown up on her father’s shoulders and has learned a lot about
the laws that should be followed and what happens if people do not follow them and what happens
if a dog is outside the eight foot leash law. She said the entire time she has trapped she has only
seen two bobcats out of a trap. She said the reason she doesn’t provide warning for the areas of her
traps is the same reason she no longer traps. She said she has had so many traps stolen it is hard to
imagine putting flags out to mark them. She said she had 25 traps out and three were stolen.

Roni Davis said that with the strong feelings being held on both sides of the agenda, she doesn’t see
how her side can get trapping abolished. She said with that being said she would like to see the
visitation changed to 24 hours. She said that would be a win/win or the best possible outcome for
both sides involved.

Charlotte Guys said that as a member of the public she is concerned that the actions proposed to put
further constraints on trappers will endanger herself and her family. She said as a pet owner she
defines a dog as part of her family. She said she has lived in Las Vegas and Henderson where the
safety of her family has been threatened by the increased coyote activity near her home. She said
there has been an undeniable increase in the amount of pet injuries and fatalities due to coyotes.
She said pets have been snatched from their owners in daylight hours and killed as they play in their
yards. She said by posing unrealistic restrictions on trappers we are practically inviting coyotes to
attack our pets. She said homeowners shouldn’t have to live in fear of coyote attacks that are
preventable through current trapping practice. She said trapping is an integral part of protecting our
loved ones and keeping predators out of their backyards. She said she believes the current trapping
visitation hours should not be changed.

Steve Rider said he had been in Clark County since 1975. He said he has been actively involved in
the outdoors since he was young. He said he had a dog caught in a trap 15-18 years ago. He said
she had been caught by a drag trap and after catching she found no evidence that the trap had even
been on her leg. He said the dog had no limping or lameness. He said he is concerned about things
he is hearing like people out running with their dogs and getting caught in traps. He said he can’t
say that he has messed around with a trap since he was a kid. He said he doesn’t see where traps
are being set by someone trying to make a living or doing it as a recreational activity being set in
close proximity to trails and such. He said they are going to use the road systems to help with
access but typically the traps aren’t set near a trail. He said people that are running and have their
dogs, those dogs typically stays within close proximity as part of the normal bond a dog has with its
owner unless maybe they are a hunting breeding. He said from his experience and what he has
heard today he doesn’t think the traps are set so close to any footpaths or trails that they are really
going to see dogs involved. He said he is the only person he knows who has had a dog caught in a
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trap. He said he is personally for trapping and doesn’t think the 24 hour rule is going to make a
significant difference. He said he feels the current time limits are perfectly acceptable.

Dustin England said he is an attorney in town and Shannon Ireland is one of his employees. He
said he is flabbergasted because a lot of what he is hearing defies common sense. He said he grew
up in the foothills of California. He said he lost more dogs and cats in those foothills to predators
than he could count. He was amazed when one cat made it through the night. He said bobcats are
adorable but he has also seen them stalk his own cats. He said as one person said you are just
inviting that type of environment. He said the speaker before him had a point that if you are going
to catch a reclusive animal you are not going to put your trap near a road. He said you pretty much
have to go looking for a trap to get your dog caught in one. He said they trap at least 1,000 feet off
the road. He said most traps smell like skunk within 40 feet of them and any pet is going to avoid a
skunk. He said it defies common sense how a dog would get caught in this trap unless it was
trained to go after skunks. He said if we are caring about pets we are going to allow trapping
predators. He said the 24 hour restriction has nothing to do with pets. He said if your dog is caught
you are going to free it right away. He said some people just have an extreme agenda for wildlife

protection.

Steve Sauder said he has been a resident and worked in Mt Charleston for 39 years. He said in that
time he managed a large piece of land. He said he is there to support trapping and the laws as they
stand. He said he hopes the gal that runs at night feels safe at night because of them. He said there
are some places in California he wouldn’t recommend running. He said he wonders if anyone has
ever heard of a dog that was on a leash being caught in a trap. He said he believes NDOW calls
them exotic predators and that the dog catcher is probably looking for them too. He said lots to be
said but he doesn’t feel they have done any damage and doesn’t think anything should be changed.

Gina Greisen, NV Voters for Animals, said that they had two petitions a couple years ago. She said
they have been doing this for years and can probably recite each other’s speeches. She said for
those that haven’t been at prior meetings trappers have actually laughed when we told them dogs
get caught in traps. She said this is repetitive stuff. She showed two petitions one with 967
signatures and the other with 6381 signatures. She said this was to stop fur trapping in the Las
Vegas Valley. She said to think that someone who lives in Clark County would have to be confined
to a trail to walk their dog and not be able to go out in the desert and walk in the washes or enjoy
the beauty is absolutely ludicrous to her. She said there are retractable leashes that go 15-20 feet.
She said traps that were the focus of the Channel 13 investigative report said that she never would
have seen them imbedded in the little stack of rocks. She said if her dog was on a leash and she had
stopped walking her dog would have been caught in that trap. She said no one should be confined
to a trail is ridiculous. She said there are not that many trappers and a lot more people who don’t
care for the trapping. She said she is not opposed to hunting. She said she is a fourth generation
Nevadan and went quail hunting with her uncle. She said her family and friends, who hunt, eat
what they kill. She said they are ethical hunters. She said at a prior meeting one trapper caught 120
bobcats, she wanted to know what taxes he is paying on that. She said Tracy Truman was up here
saying he put himself through law school with this. She said this is a business. She said this is
people who want to make money and do it in cruel way. She said they are here because the
legislature said figure out where the issue is and to put a time frame on it. She they aren’t starting
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all over and just giving opinions. She said the legislature told the committee to address the issue
and find an acceptable time limit. She said in her opinion 24 hours is an acceptable limit. She said
it is a business and they need to be with their business and monitor it. She said she saw Ira Hansen
in the audience who is a lawmaker and is accused of breaking the trapping laws. She said what
does it say when the trappers appear to be thumbing their noses at the very laws we are trying to
address here. She said just like another speaker said earlier they are going to stay on this and not go
away.

Gerald Brase thanked the board for their time and patience being that this is such an emotional
issue. He said many of us have pets and like to enjoy the outdoors and the issue seems to have been
beat up. He said they should be able to enjoy the outdoors without artificial dangers, since there are
already so many natural dangers. He said to introduce another hazard just doesn’t make sense. He
said he was a fireman in this town for 36 years and said that these traps cause trauma. He said
trauma hurts. He said it is a very antiquated way of harvesting animals. He said it is time to change
the laws. He said he is personally for a total ban on trapping. He said it is cruel and unusual
punishment. He said we are treating our animals like we treat some of our prisoners. He said a trap
is going to catch a kid and cause injury or death. He said it’s going to come down to accountability.
He said everyone knows this is a problem. The other side says it isn’t a problem. He said the
committee or the legislature will have to make a decision. He said they are a very reactionary
society. He said if a road has a lot of accidents they do a study and put up some extra lights on
there.

Rashawn Gordon said he an avid hunter, fisherman, and a newcomer to the trapping industry. He
said he has also raised and trained German Short Haired Pointers for field confirmation and
obedience. He said he spends a lot of time in the outdoors with his dog and has a few incidents of
his dog getting caught. He said one was an area where hunting allowed but trapping wasn’t and the
other was where hunting and trapping were allowed. He said the one incident where hunting and
trapping were allowed he didn’t freak out or panic because he is was on public land and that land is
open to hunters, trappers, hikers, etc. He said the other one where trapping wasn’t allowed, he
didn’t fault trapping, he said the individual was not a trapper he was a poacher. He said someone
suggested signs, he said there are signs that say BLM public lands, why not add hunting, fishing,
trapping, hiking, etc. to that sign. He said that way everyone is aware upon entering the area.

Natalie Martin said she is a dog trainer in Clark County. She said she takes her dogs hiking off
leash all the time. She said she agrees with the 24 hour rule, she said it is crazy they are allowed to
suffer days on end. She said she supported what Stephanie Meyers and others have said about
trapping. She said it is ridiculous that she would have to leash her trained dogs to enjoy being in
nature. She said she trains them so they stay within an appropriate distance and will come back to
her.

Ryan Werner, Nevada Sportsman Unlimited, he sees some of the same people that are opposed to
trapping is also opposed to bear hunting, hound hunting, lion hunting, trapping, exotic pet issues,
and firearm issues. He said with that being said he asked where the NDOW facts on this and the
reason for these changes. He said looking at the agenda it’s all about what is being taken away
from trappers, what their limits are, and how far away do you want to put us. He asked where is
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anything protecting the right of the Nevada Sportsmen. He said they are constantly losing. He said
instead of just taking areas away he asked if they could put areas back like Red Rock & other areas.
He said if we are doing something illegally he suggested fining them more harshly. He said the
same thing should be done though to those who are disturbing their traps and taking away their
enjoyment of the outdoors. He said it is obvious NDOW doesn’t see any reason for this to be
changed. He said when this went to legislation to be changed they said change it if it seems
necessary, they didn’t say it had to be changed. He said he isn’t seeing the incidents and pictures
that would warrant changing visitation from 96 to 24 hours. He said he doesn’t see the reasons to
abolish trapping all together. He said if there are so many more against trapping, he asked where
they are. He said there are more sportsmen here than anyone. He said they are the majority. He
said they put a lot of faith in NDOW and their biologists. He said he wants to hear what the
biologists say about this. He said there are emotions on both sides, but he wants NDOW to come at

them with the facts. He said lets be fair to the sportsmen.

Robert Werner said he has a list of the top ten dog & cat injuries. He listed them from the 1 to ten:
Foreign body ingestion, hit by a car, damage inflicted by another animal, poisoning, sickness from
open wounds, eye trauma, ligament ruptures, slipped discs, torn or broken nail, heat stroke or
dehydration. He said nowhere on there does it talk about an animal getting caught by a trap. He
said it is an issue but it’s not as serious as they are trying to make it sound. He said it is an accident.
He said he does eat the bobcats and other animals he harvests.

Payton Miller said he is an avid hunter. He said he has never seen a trap while hunting or hiking.
He said he will start trapping next year. He said he would not be able to if they start a 24 hour trap

check.

Mike Reese said that there has been talk about kids getting caught in traps. He said about two years
ago SB226 was enacted so that you have to be one half mile from a dwelling. He said the trapper
went from 200 feet to half a mile, he said a convicted sex offender only has to be 1,000 feet from a

school. He said trappers are asking where is the justice.

Joe Luby said he wanted to point out a few things to back up what Ryan Werner said. He asked
everyone to take the facts that are heard here today with a grain of salt. He said you heard that only
three game wardens are on duty at any one time. He said if that is the case then two thirds of them
are in the back of this room and jokingly suggested cancelling the meeting so they could go back to
work. He said there is nothing the committee can do to prevent a non-target animal from getting
caught in a trap. He said they can enact whatever regulations they want; just like traffic laws can
never completely prevent accidents. He said he wanted to point out again that the running groups
that aren’t having problems with trappers should be thanking the trappers in the room.

6* Review of Non-Target Data Associated with Trapping — Chairman McNinch — For

Possible Action
The Committee will review and discuss non-target data associated with trapping collected

by the Department. The Committee may take action to provide direction to staff or establish
findings or recommendations to present to the Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners

relevant to non-target data associated with trapping.
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Chairman McNinch asked Russel Wolstenhume Wildlife Staff Biologist to present the information
he had provided for support material.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said that there was information put out by Dr. Molde. He
said he had been asked to review that data. He explained the first piece of support material which
showed the reporting rates for the trappers over the last decade. He said Dr. Molde said that 20% of
the trappers reported, but he found it to be 74%. He said his second spread sheet shows the trapping
of non-target data from 2002-2013 he said this is the data that was sent out to Dr. Molde. He said
he included trap days which is one full day a trap is out on the terrain. He said in order to make a
bobcat legal it must have a federal seal attached to it. He said there is also a state code that
mandates the department seal the bobcat. He said a harvested bobcat must be accompanied by a
harvest report form which shows how that bobcat was harvested and if trapped how many days they
were trapped. He said that is a 100% reporting rate because they have to provide that in order to
have the bobcat sealed. He said the other column shows trap days for other furbearing species. He
said that is on average a 75% reporting rate. He said on the last page you will see some averages.
He said on average for the years they have data for there are 1,036,357 trap days annually in
Nevada. He said the column after that is a calculation of trap days for non-target animals. He said
you will see on average it takes 1,612 days to capture a non-target animal. He said there is
6/100,000 of a chance of an animal being trapped on any given trap day. He said over time there
were 3746 animals that were reported killed in trapping accidents and 459 reported released injured.
He said that is over an eight year period. He said there were 1281 that reported trapping animals, so
that works out to 3 per trapper for the entire eight year period. He said he also provided a spread
sheet for mountain lions with trap injuries. He said it was originally provided by Dr. Molde. He
said he went through the data and the first thing he did is took out animals (for the two random
years he selected) that were trapped for depredation and department of wildlife predation programs.
He said when those were removed he came up with different numbers that Dr. Molde did. He said
in those two years there were zero dead due to trapping and for the other year there were only four.
He said he took all the animals that had reported injuries of missing or broken toes, he said Dr.
Molde listed animals missing toenails. He said when animals live out in the rough they are going to
be missing toenails. He said any of the injuries to hypothesize that all these injuries were caused by
trapping is a far reach, but he said for this exercise he would assume that they are. He said the next
column is missing and broken teeth. He said Dr. Molde had combined the two numbers and then
added them together again at the end so it doubled the numbers. He said things like broken teeth
are caused by age and just being out in the wild. He said 23% of all animals in this study had
broken teeth and as that animal got older the amount of broken teeth increased. He said he put
together all the animals that were injured in these reports, the department rates their body scale on a
1-5 score, he said if the injuries were impairing their ability to live in the wild it would have shown
up here. He said for one of the year 83% of the animals were found in good or excellent condition.
He said he compared that to the entire group captured that year and those were found to be 87% in
good to excellent condition. He said on the other year he also found 91% in good to excellent
condition. He said one of the lions in 2007 was in an excess of 10 years of age, usually their teeth
are worn down or missing at that age. He said overall the animals are coming in with injuries that
are arguably caused by trap injuries. He said a lot of them say missing toes possibly due to
trapping. He said that may very well be. He said to say that every single injury was caused by
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trapping is overreaching a bit, regardless the animals are coming in in good condition so the injuries
aren’t impairing their ability to survive.

John Sullivan said that the non-target analysis has come up again and again. He said in Elko he
asked Dr. Molde some questions because through his own casual observation he saw the numbers to
be extremely inaccurate. He said he had asked Dr. Molde how he gathered his data and if he had
talked to Mr. Wolstenhume because it seems his numbers were drastically off. He said since it
became an agenda item he said he had done quite a bit of his own research and would review it
when it came back to the board. He asked Mr. Wolstenhume said he noticed that the raw data had
been extrapolated and a numerical value had been attached to that. He said he gets that since you
aren’t getting 100% data. He asked Mr. Wolstenhume to explain extrapolation and how it works.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said that you take the reporting rates and apply that at the
same rate for the non-reporters and estimate their -harvest on that data. He said the data that the
numbers he provided is not extrapolated data. He said there is no reason to extrapolate the bobcat
data since it is 100%. He said that annually you have to go through the process to find the number
to extrapolate by because it changes from year to year. He said this is not extrapolated data.

John Sullivan asked if there is a purpose for using extrapolated data.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said he doesn’t believe so. He said he didn’t go through Dr.
Molde’s report line by line but he said he found a few numerical errors on what he did go through.
He said for the most part when Dr. Molde got his totals he should have matched his pretty closely.

John Sullivan said that Dr. Molde’s numbers were off by a few here and a few there. He said the
one problem he had with Dr. Molde’s report is the conclusions. Dr. Molde reported that 20% or
fewer trappers are reporting every year. He said in Elko that seemed odd, but thought that if it were
a survey program getting 20% of people to fill them out is a good return but if it’s a mandatory
program that’s a very low return. He said now he sees based on Mr. Wolstenhume's data the return

rate was actually 74%.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said that was the average, he said it fluctuated between 61-
80%.

John Sullivan said that is a pretty sizable error when there is criticism of trappers out on websites
and by Dr. Molde that the trappers are not participating in these surveys. He asked Mr.
Wolstenhume, since Dr. Molde wasn’t present, how he came up with 20%.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said he had no idea. He said he is the person who handles
this data for the department and never asked where he came up with those numbers.

John Sullivan said the biggest problem he has is the conclusions. He asked if NDOW would be
able to write up a biological conclusion. He said he and many others feel there is a glaring lack of
objective information and scientific facts. He said another way to put it is there is a lot of pervasive
misinformation. He said the thinks more scientific studies and facts would clear up a lot of things
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for the general public. He said one thing that the data provided by Mr. Wolstenhume is that it’s the
data there isn’t a summary to go along with it. He said they need an objective summary to show
what all these numbers mean in the scheme of things, i.e. 500 raptors, 16 pack rats, etc.

Commissioner Layne said that she kind of feels responsible in some respects. She said all that was
requested is that the raw data be pulled from the reports. She said sometimes when you look at raw
data you make your own conclusions. She said to ask Russel to respond to what Dr. Molde
concluded wouldn’t be fair. She said you may be able to ask Mr. Voltz to respond to some of them.
She said what Dr. Molde did is he took that data and viewed it, drawing his own conclusions. Mr.
Wolstenhulme had been asked to provide the reporting rate of the trappers and had been asked to
provide the numbers for each year, which is what he did. She said she wanted to confirm that she
heard correctly and that the statistic is three non-target animals per trapper per year.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said that that was correct. He said he took the number of
non-target that were injured or dead. He said they did not include the ones that are alive and well.

Commissioner Layne said that that is what she has taken away from those reports. She said pulling
that data from these reports was a pretty massive effort and each person will have their own take on
what this data is saying to us. She said there were a lot of non-target animals. She said that she is
looking at the fact that there is a smaller number of trappers reporting than the two years they had in
2009. She said as a Commission they need to deal with it. She said when they introduced this data
the trappers immediately said that they weren’t going to fill out the data anymore because it was
being used against them. She said that wasn’t the purpose of the data, it was to understand the non-
targeted data. She said there were a lot of people at the Elko meeting who said that they were doing
after a bobcat and caught a coyote, she said in her mind that is a non-target animal. She said from
that discussion she got from those discussions is there are a lot of personal inputs into how these
reports are filled out. She said she can talk to two different trappers and they’ll fill it out two
different ways. She said all she is asking is that Mr. Wolstenhume provides a conclusion for Dr.
Molde’s data. She said the fact that they had three non-target data over an 8 year period
encapsulates the data for her.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said that is per trapper that reported. He said in 2013, 212
trappers reported catching non-target and there were 1083 trappers. He said he can’t presume that
people either didn’t report or didn’t catch anything.

Commissioner Layne said that is the issue, that the data is not extrapolated, the data is taken
directly from these reports.

John Sullivan said that no one is asking NDOW to report on Dr. Molde’s data. He said he would
like to have NDOW report on NDOW’s data. He said he thinks there was just a problem with the
conclusions not the data itself. He said it's bothersome that 20% became 74%, but the data is
accurate. He said he thinks some of the interpretations and assumptions are ridiculous. He said
when he speaks about his own research he’ll explain why he thinks they are ridiculous. He said he
had one question that if it would be difficult to make a conclusion of what the data tells you as
biologists.
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Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said he can make a conclusion and he would need to
extrapolate each year and have them in front of him. He said he will extrapolate each year and put
it in their status book. He said the reason this data has never been included is because biological
it’s insignificant as to what he is doing. He isn’t saying that these animals’ lives aren’t important
but from a biological standpoint because trapping has a pretty light effect on what the populations

are.

John Sullivan said that is very significant. He said if you look at the Trail Safe data and Dr.
Molde’s conclusions they feel that the sky is falling and that trapping is out of control. He said the
biologist said that it is biologically insignificant. He said there is a huge difference, and if we get
objective information then they can get a simple conclusion. He said there is a biologist filling in
the vacuum. He said it would take the Commissioners 18 hours to read this stuff. He said he thinks
that most of this is ridiculous and amateur science. He said he wants to know from the real
scientists what the conclusion is. He said one of his motions is going to be to have staff go one step
further and at the end of each year write up a biological conclusion.

Chairman McNinch asked from a procedural standpoint is the non-target catch information was
voluntary or required.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said state law says that the trappers are required to send it in,
but doesn’t indicate to what extent. He said he has to move forward with the assumption that the
data he receives is correct. He said the data is very important to him because it is the only means he
has to see what is happening to the populations. He said he has always expressed to the trappers

how important that data is.

Chairman McNinch said so that since the data is required that there is an expectation that any non-
target animal is included. He said it has value in a sense of what animals are out there regardless of
whether it is a usable non-target animal. He said so you have 74% that are compliant, he asked

what happens to the other 26%.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said that yes he knows who those trappers are. He said he is
going to jump to the conclusion that he is going to be asked why nothing was ever done about it.
He said his understanding is that from working with the law enforcement division in the past and
had proceeded down the road before. He said he sends out a letter to the whole group and then
sends out a second letter to those that don’t respond and gets some additional responses. He said
they had discussed sending a third letter out so they had to be signed for. He said they receive a
number of them back every year as non-deliverable which is included in that 26%. He said that is
true for questionnaires across the board. He said it usually takes them three mail outs to get to that
80% on a waterfowl questionnaire, which has a federal mandate of an 80% return. He said he
usually gets an excess of 90% but that takes quite a bit of work to get there. He said but at some
point he had to stop to analyze the data so he can complete the reports. He said when they talked
about follow through with the non-respondents they decided the law that is on the books didn’t give
them the teeth that they needed to move forward with that. He said in addition there were concerns
that they could have taken up a lot time with arbitrations because trappers never received their
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questionnaires. He said without going through a ton of expense there is no way to say that these
people never received their questionnaires.

Chairman McNinch said his mind is going back to the deer hunts and the fact that they are required
to send in a questionnaire.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said he believes it is the same NAC that requires the trappers
to return their questionnaires or lose their license for a year.

Chairman McNinch said regardless he knows that one is enforced and if the questionnaire isn’t
returned they are not eligible for a hunting license the next year. He said we talked about
extrapolation but if we are getting more complete numbers you shouldn’t really have to work with
extrapolation.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said he agreed. He said what he has seen over time is that
when he extrapolates it tends to have a hierarchy of return. He said those who go out and are
successful tend to send in their returns more while those who aren’t are usually less likely. He said
those who purchased a license and didn’t go out at all are the least likely to send it back. He said
when he extrapolates though, the biggest pulls are from that were successful, is it tends to
overestimate everything because he has to assign the same rate to the non-responders. He said he
would like to use the data as is and not extrapolate at all.

Chairman McNinch asked if there was a flaw in the regulation that precludes us from making sure
they get that information. He asked if it was a matter of process or resources.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said that he recently had this discussion with Law
Enforcement. He said there are some changes that could be made to those laws and he is an
advocate for those changes. He said many people have listened to his speech about why it’s
important to return the data and others haven’t. He said it’s really the most important thing that any
consumptive wildlife user can return and report the data accurately to help out their own cause.

Commissioner Robb said that he knows as a big game hunter that there is no way around returning
those data cards.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said that there is also the option of paying a fine every year
and some people do that. He said if that can be applied to any NDOW questionnaire division wide
it would make the biologists life easier.

Commissioner Robb said that he isn’t a trapper and didn’t know this. He said the Commission
needs to be made aware of these things so they can make changes to get that information to the
biologists.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said that the Upland Game Bird and Waterfowl
Questionnaires have a return of 12-15%.
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Commissioner Robb said that he believes that because some people will buy a stamp just in case
and then never hunt.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said that anything returned that says someone didn’t hunt is
data that he doesn’t have to fill a hole on.

Chairman McNinch said that Dr. Molde wasn’t able to make it today but that he appointed someone
to talk about it. He said since they have been bringing that up they will allow him to get up there

and talk about.

John Sullivan said that he agrees completely with the desires to get the best returns. He said that
Dr. Molde used two sets of data, the furbearer report and the mountain lion data. He said mountain
lions are actually coming from hunting, unless they are a non-target animal.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said that is correct. He said the data John Sullivan had was
the information directly from NDOW. He said it looks like he took all the injuries from the
mountain lions and tallied them as a direct result of trapping. He said his contention is that some
may be from trapping but not all of them are. He said even with those injuries it doesn’t look like

it’s having a direct effect on the lion population.
John Sullivan asked if a trapping license was required if they hunt a bobcat.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said that the last legislature made a change to that law. He
said it now doesn’t require a trapping license if you shoot a bobeat, but he isn’t sure that that was an
intentional error. He said as it now stands you can take a furbearer by hunting without a trapping

license, he is hoping that is changed in the next legislature.

John Sullivan asked if the requirement for sealing it was still there.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said yes that requirement is still there.
Chairman McNinch invited Fred Voltz to present Dr. Molde’s material.

Mr. Voltz said that maintaining a status quo or pursuing a new action, both of them have intended
and unintended consequences that are worth discussing before making policy changes. He said the
state wildlife department has collected raw data about wildlife species caught in traps for over a
decade. He said one category of casualties collectively referred to as non-target data directly relates
to current issue of trap placement, visitation and appropriate inspection intervals. He said
surprisingly there has been no previous assembly, analysis, or presentation to policy makers of the
collateral damage caused by trapping activities. He said after multiple requests spanning several
years the department finally produced the raw casualty numbers last August. He said it is only now
attempting to offer limited context and interpretation of those numbers. He said significantly 5,372
non-target animals were caught and reported across multiple species. He said the current
unenforced casualty reports were filed by just 20% of the registered trappers. He said the reporting
process that is currently structured offered insufficient incentive for complete reporting non-target
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caught animals. He said unless a game warden is standing over the trapper no one will ever know
the reality of casualty counts. He said department staff has since added over 53% of the licensed
trappers as returning their questionnaires even though those reported having zero casualties. He
said from a purely statistical standpoint how 20% of trappers can catch 5,372 unintended casualties
but an additional 53% report no unintended casualties. He asked if there are only small minorities
of animals that catch non-target animals and the rest catch none. He said the statistical probability
would be akin to 40 people consecutively visiting the same slow machine with each of them
winning a one million dollar jackpot on the first pull. He said with an additional 53% of trappers
reporting, that still leaves 27% not reporting. He asked what additional casualties of the 27% added
on to the 53% reporting nothing equals 88% of trappers refusing to report the collateral casualties of
the trapping mechanisms. He said NAC 501.160 calls for the collection of dead animal data from
trappers with a one year suspension for failure to report. He said lack of enforcement and an
absence of assessed demerit points for non-compliance contribute to the incomplete picture of
animal casualties caused by careless trappers. He said remember that the traps have no way of
discriminating within species, they kill both the strong and the weak, thus the negative impact on
perpetuating species is significant. He said concept number four of the North American Wildlife
Conservation states that wildlife can only be killed for a legitimate practical purpose. He said the
random and extensive casualties experienced by a broad range of animal species and directly caused
by trappers serves no practical purpose just the arbitrary subjective & unscientific end of hunter
convenience, opportunity, and indifference. He said NRS 501.182 Section 1A explicitly charges
the Wildlife Commission with protecting, propagating, restoring, transplanting, introducing, and
managing the state’s wildlife. He said it is impossible to characterize the known 5,372 non-target
animal casualties caused by trapper’s traps as protecting the states wildlife. He said meaningful
science and statistics calls for unbiased presentation of facts. He said recalculating the statistics
produced in August to attempt the minimization of injuries and death, doesn’t change the raw body
count of casualties experienced by multiple animal species and directly caused by trapper’s traps.
He said over 200 dogs, over 100 cats, 172 mountain lions and thousands of rabbits represent just a
fraction of the casualties in slightly more than a decade of information, since they lack information
from 80% of the trappers. He asked just how many collateral casualties are subjectively acceptable;
10,000, 20,000, 50,000, or 100,000. He asked if one of your family members was one of the trap
casualties would you find it acceptable for that person to be sacrificed in order to perpetuate
trapping. He said before making public policy the Commission has repeatedly claims it employs
science. He said by the previous trapper claims the committee has heard in Elko, Reno, and Las
Vegas of convenience, opportunity, lure, family fun, or tradition routed in sound science or merely
feel-good accommodative opinions resulting from personal economic expediency and enrichment.
He said from a logical perspective the Commission must acknowledge that tradition would call for
human slavery, child labor, and denying women the right to vote in today’s world. He said no one
would seriously contend that these traditions should be revived. He said so excluding emotional
self serving preferences from the non-target casualties™ discussion will serve the broader public
interest. He said you will recall the classic scientific method calls for six essential steps. He listed
them; characterization, hypothetical development, predictions from the hypothesis, experiments,
evaluation & improvement, & confirmation. He said when it comes to the subject of non-target
casualties none of these steps have been employed to impartially weigh the impacts upon wildlife
species of preventable casualties caused by indiscriminate traps. He said lets review the mountain
lion species with an important disclaimer, biologists deal with plants & animal form and structure
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but without regard for function, called morphology. He said conversely veterinarians deal with
investigating diseases in animals; therefore biologists lack the necessary medical training to
investigate the causes of death and disease in animals. He said thus far this committee has not
consulted with a vet for science based context about the non-target deaths and injuries resulting
from traps. He said the mountain lion is an iconic animal for which humans pay thousands of
dollars to kill. He said the summarized NDOW non-target from just the last three years, included
with the material you received, shows multiple instances of known lion starvation because of
trapping. He said it includes broken and missing toes, limbs & feet, broken & missing teeth, and
blindness. He said circulation in extremities is constricted because of traps and coupled with
extended subfreezing temperatures and exposure frostbite and frozen feet repeatedly occur because
of traps per the raw NDOW data. He said if a mountain lion or any other animal is missing any part
of its anatomy it cannot be in good or excellent condition when it dies. He said reported body
condition without a connection to injuries is irrelevant and enlightening information. He said there
is no present information as to how long a lion has been missing its teeth or toes, items it depends
upon to survive in the wildemess and which biologists are medically incapable of assessing. He
said the incomplete recorded data shows we know nothing of what any individual lion body
condition would have been in another month six months, or what would happen if it incurred more
trap injuries later. He said biologists can only guesstimate the duration of these injuries and
sometimes make a note if there are visible bones showing but this is not a complete medically
informed analysis. He said NDOW staff has information about lions that starve to death because of
their trapped condition thanks to inactive radio collars found on those lions. He asked how many
lions have to starve to death because of trap related injuries. He said isn’t one enough to take
remedial reaction. He said Dr. Vickers is a veterinarian & researcher with the nationally recognized
UC Davis veterinarian school conducted an extensive study that California mountain lions do not
have the same deformities and maladies and this state’s lions. He said at the previous March 2014
committee meeting in Elko one of the committee members said “I am not interested in what this
trained scientist has to say because he is from California and unknown.” He said this stance hardly
suggests and openness to scientific date, specialized expertise, and thinking that doesn’t fit into
preconceptions. He said Dr. Vickers scientific method based research concluded that California
mountain lions do not have the same physical deformities and missing feet, legs, toes, and teeth
after performing physical exams on 135 box cage trapped lions plus multiple necropsy on dead
lions. He said the principal difference between the two states environment and living conditions is
our states use of leg hold traps. He said leading the logical mind to conclude that leg hold traps are
causing unnecessary mountain lion hardship, injury, and death. He said Webster defines brutality
as inhumanity, savageness, & insensitivity to pity or shame. He said as only partially documented
by the non-target animal casualties from trapping NDOW has accumulated, it is institutional
brutality and for this committee and its Commission to take no action toward minimizing the
collateral carnage on non-target animals caught by traps and intended indifferent trappers.

Chairman McNinch said that the committee has a packet that Dr. Molde sent to everyone. He asked
if anyone on the committee has any questions that Mr. Voltz might be able to answer.

John Sullivan asked how the significant mistake was made with 20% and 74% difference in trapper
reporting.
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Mr. Voltz said that they had the discussion and his understanding is that when the data was first
received by Dr. Molde the 20% was the accurate number at that point. He said it was subsequently
updated by department staft specifically the biologists and they included the 53% that didn’t report
any data but still submitted a report. He said that goes to the point he made earlier that there is 73%
complying but he asked how that can be the case when 20% report over 5,000 casualties and the
other 53% report nothing. He said there could be multiple explanations but they do need to get to
the bottom of that.

John Sullivan asked if the assumption is that the 50% that are reporting, that Dr. Molde said
originally weren’t reporting, are lying or filling out the report incorrectly.

Mr. Voltz said we don’t know since it is a completely voluntary system that isn’t being enforced.
He said he would 100% agree with that and will comment further when they get back to general
public comment. He said they don’t know how good the data is or how complete. He said given
the statistics for that 20%, said not to extrapolate just logically go forward. He said he doesn’t see
how 53% have no reports of non-target animals,

John Sullivan said according to Mr. Voltz logic. even if 100% reported he said they still wouldn’t
be satisfied.

Mr. Voltz said he thinks the committee and Commission need to look at changing the regulation
because it is extremely weak. He directed the committee to NAC 503.160, he said basically the
way the system works now is the report isn’t really required unlike other animal species. He said
more important than that it’s a $50 administrative fee; it’s not even a fine. He said there is no
suspension of privileges in any way shape or form. He said somebody could in theory apply for a
hunting license and pay the $50 fee or not be licensed for a year, he said from what he heard from
the previous speaker the policy isn’t well enforced and it’s just a slap on the wrist.

John Sullivan asked Mr. Voltz if he thought they should do away with the report or should there be
severe penalties and fines. He asked if felony convictions should be held for those who lie on the

report.

Mr. Voltz said it’s not about him being satisfied or not, he said it’s about having a good
management procedure in place. He said the key question that goes to agenda items 8 & 9, is that
there are no demerit points assessed for not submitting a report. He said there are very few
consequences. He said a recommendation he would make is a demerit system for those who don’t
comply. He said that would take care of the 26%, that for whatever reason, don’t report back at all.

John Sullivan said he agrees with Mr. Voltz on some of this. He said he thinks NDOW needs to
address this issue with policy. He said he does think it’s an incomplete picture.

Mr. Voltz said yes it is a very incomplete picture.

John Sullivan said that an unbiased presentation of facts would clear up a lot of this.
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Mr. Voltz said that the other things are that there needs to be more than just a biologist applied to
this. He said you need a trained veterinarian that can look at the data whether its current data or
going back in history and establish what the cause of that was. He said you have two contiguous
states, California and Nevada, and he said California isn’t seeing the same level and types of
damages to their dead mountain lions that we do in Nevada. He said the key difference is leg hold
trapping. He said they need someone of the caliber of Dr. Vickers or whomever who can look at it
from a scientific method standpoint and draw conclusions for us. He said the biologists just simply

don’t have the training for it.

John Sullivan said that Mr. Voltz mentioned Dr. Vickers who is veterinarian at UC Davis who sited
145 live captures.

Mr. Voltz said that is correct.
John Sullivan asked Mr. Voltz how you study the teeth and claws of a live mountain lion.

Mr. Voltz said that he would assume that when they are captured they are anesthetized and
examined.

John Sullivan asked for confirmation that they are put to sleep.

Mr. Voltz said that he surmised that. He said he is not a scientist but that would be the logical way
of handling it. He said he wouldn’t think they would take an un-anesthetized lion and examine it.

Commissioner Robb said that Mr. Voltz keep pointing back to the 53% and the 20%. He said if
you look at any game harvest statistics play out in a lot of situations, pretty much all types of
hunting. He said there are more avid people who are more serious about the activity that have an
increased success rate than the novice. He said looking at those numbers he doesn’t think you can
look at those numbers that way because there are different levels of activities for those members.
He said he believes those numbers are accurate across the board in knowing how other numbers in
our harvest success rates and the time spent to get to those harvest success rates. He said there are
so many variables that in no way can you take that 20% and spread it across the rest because he said
it would be a gross exaggeration of the true numbers. He said he thinks that Mr. Wolstenhume said
that earlier that the level of participation varies enough that he could believe that the 20% of those
people could be the ones who do have the level of activity that you say happens. He said he
believes there are 53% who are doing it casually and don’t have those instances occur.

Mr. Voltz asked if there was a question Commissioner Robb would like him to answer.
Commissioner Robb said yes that he is giving him a fair shot back.

Mr. Voltz said that what he is saying is they don’t really know with any certainty and that is what
needs to be figured out as a body on behalf of the public. He said you can draw those conclusions

based on what Commissioner Robb knows about other species, but we don’t know that for a fact.
He said the fact that the non-target data was studied, until last August, when it became public
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knowledge. He said it was in a warehouse in a box completely un-retrieved and that suggests that
there is some work to be done.

Commissioner Robb said as a Wildlife Commissioner said he recognizes that there is some work to
be done. He said that he doesn’t like the fact that they don’t have more compliance with returned
questionnaires from trappers. He said he believes that they need to get complete data. He said he
feels it is the worst thing the trappers can do is to give incomplete data because if there is a decrease
in non-target animals that would show everyone that we aren’t getting complete data. He said the
most prudent thing they can do is to make people follow the law and return their questionnaires
accurately and completely. He said then they can move forward from there. He said they cannot go
back and retrieve information in the past. He said even if they did retrieve it it would be flawed
because they would be going off memory. He said we need to change the way we are doing
business. He said this is a process and that’s why we have the trapping committee. He said through
this process we are learning and committed to making things better.

Mr. Voltz said that there are two opportunities as he sees it. He said he has heard a lot of anecdotal
comments through these various meetings, when trappers question why they should support this
information if it’s going to be used against them. He said the biologist made the case for why that
is appropriate, he said there are a number scientific reasons for that. He said the other thing is it
would really behoove the committee and the Commission to look at the structure on how they are
applying the system. He said the penalties are not satisfactory, he said there are no demerits even if
someone continuously to breaks the law. He said you could lose your license but then there is a fee
and some sort of face value and then it’s just back to business as normal. He said its like
disciplining and saying they get their license even if they do something bad, then there is no
incentive for that child to follow the right path. He said that is very similar to this situation with a
weak regulation and the lack of follow through. He said to use the excuse that it’s too expensive,
too time consuming, or too much of a hassle is a cop out by the trappers and the state employees
that the tax payers are paying.

Commissioner Robb said he is going to do his best to make things better.
Mr. Voltz asked if there were any other questions he could answer.

Chairman McNinch asked Mr. Wolstenhume to come back up for a few questions. He said he
thinks he understands the difference between the 20% and the 53%. He said the 53% is who
reported that there was no non-target kills.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said he is looking at the 2012 data and said that there were
1083 trappers. He said on the non-target data if you take all the trappers it works out to about a
third of an animal per year. He said if you take 1,000 trappers and figure they each take a third of
an animal per year, it works out to 300 total animals per year. He said there was a 74% return rate
on the questionnaire, 74% of 300 is 222, and they had 212 reports they took in a harvest. He said it
seems about right.
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Chairman McNinch said that everyone recognizes the position NDOW is in with the return of the
data. He said it won’t be 100%, there will be an inaccuracy somewhere. He said he understands
the concept that 20% seem to have pretty robust information about their non-target data and then

there is 53% that doesn’t have a thing.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said that based on the statistics he would expect 20% to catch
non-target animals and the rest to have caught none. He explained again the numbers of response

vs. the response rate.
Chairman McNinch said that is assuming everything that comes in is accurate.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said that the reporting rate that are catching non-target is
fairly accurate. He said based on the numbers it doesn’t look like there is that much error based off
of probability. He said it’s accurate to say the other 50% did not catch non-target animals as

reported.

Chairman McNinch said that if we pinch the other 26% he asked if he would expect maybe the 13-
14% that would respond would report nothing.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said he can’t quite do those numbers in his head.

Chairman McNinch said that would be extrapolating so he asked the question out of the 53% that
reported zero trapping. :

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said he doesn’t have that data here.
Chairman McNinch asked if that was data we collected.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said that a number come in as not trapping. He said there is
a box first thing on the questionnaire that the trapper can mark saying that they didn’t trap.

Chairman McNinch asked if there was a percentage of the 53% that said they did not trap.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said yes.
Chairman McNinch asked if those had been removed from the calculations.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said that goes into the extrapolations. He said if he had 100
trappers said that if 60 say they trapped and 40 say they didn’t and there are another 100 that didn’t

respond he would apply the same rate to them.

Chairman McNinch said he is asking of the 53% that reported no trapping but submitted their
surveys, he asked if those had been taken out of the equation. He said those aren’t going to catch
any non-target animals so it’s inaccurate to reflect those in the numbers.
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Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said of the numbers that were reported today, those had not
been removed. He said he does track that data but he didn’t have it with him.

Chairman McNinch said that effort has everything to do with it, so anyone who has zero effort
should probably be removed from the whole equation.

Commissioner Layne asked if Wildlife Services or any other contractors provided any non-target
data to NDOW.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said they provide quarterly reports on everything they have
removed, target or non-target.

John Sullivan asked if the non-target data was specific to trapping or if it included hunters that
might shoot a rabbit or two while they are out hunting. He said the same would apply to fishers.

Wildlife Staff Biologist Wolstenhume said to his knowledge it is specific to trapping only. He said
when he took over the position the question was left on the questionnaire. He said nothing was
being done with the data until Commissioner Layne started asking a year ago. He said he had to go
back and pull the data because they hadn’t ever entered it in the database. He said there was a
discussion on the reporting of that data. He said there is an annual report but it was decided the
information was biologically important so they did not include it.

John Hiatt said that he finds this very interesting and provides a lot of information. He said he
wanted to mention that raptors are on the non-target list. He said in the 70°s & 80’s with the cat
prices were high there was a problem with Golden Eagles while using side baits. He said they
would put a piece of aluminum foil up, the bobcats and eagles were both curious and would come
see what it was and the eagles were being caught. He said that was outlawed because so many non-
target animals were being caught. He said they are still catching some birds, and he is guessing that
is because of a side bait. He said they probably aren’t illegal but it’s his guess that people are
putting traps around carcasses. He said the birds are curious, fly down, and are caught. He said the
report says that they were all released unharmed and he seriously doubted that. He said the typical
injury of a caught eagle is a ruptured or strained tendon in their foot so they can no longer grasp.
He said that the eagles will fly away without issue but their ability to hunt is severely hindered. He
said trappers may not understand that. He said he thinks that one thing missing off the report is trap
type. He said he finds it hard to believe that 800-900 rabbits are being caught in leg hold traps, he
is guessing they are snares. He said rabbits aren’t attracted to the smells used on leg hold traps. He
said they need to know what types of traps are being used. He said this is the kind of information
needed to make decisions on non-target animals. He said he finds it interesting that two bears were
caught and released unharmed in the last two years. He said that was a neat trick.

Paul Crawford said he is a newcomer to Nevada. He said the military brought him here. He said he
has been trapping since he was a baby but took some time off due to the military. He said he
listened to Dr. Molde’s presentation and he hears many arguments saying if it was your child or
family member. He said the fact is that we are talking about animals not people. He said there is a
certain consciousness level between animal and people and encouraged the committee to remember
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that when making their decision today. He said using emotional arguments instead of scientific
arguments is hyperbolic. He said he appreciates the evidence that the biologists brought us. He
said he resents being called a liar. He sat there and calculated 22,500 trap days that he has had in
his life, most of which were in PA, where there are a lot more people in a much smaller area. He
said he has never caught one non-target animal. He said he is pretty sure his father hasn’t and he
has probably trapped 50,000 nights. He said this is his second year hunting in Nevada and he
caught his first non-target animal, a pack rat, which he will report on his survey. He said he
appreciates the evidence base that was brought to us today and appreciates the committee taking

that into consideration.

Karen Tayloe said she is not from Orange County and she is not opposed to firearms, this is not a
new thing to her. She said she was looking at the non-target data and she understands exactly
where Dr. Molde was coming from. She said if you look at 2010 raw data that if you gave every
trapper one non-target animal, there are 142 trappers that are reporting non-target data out of 868
licensed trappers for that year. She asked where the other 545 trappers information. She said it is
back to what Mr. Voltz said that people are not reporting. She asked if they are not reporting, not
getting any non-target animals, etc. She said eventually they will get non-target data she just hopes
they report it. She said although she respects the biologist, he is not a vet. She asked if people
would want their families to be around an animal just released from a trap. He said they don’t
know what happened to that animal. She said in 2010, 12 mountain lions were trapped and 11 were
released unharmed. She said she wanted to know what the criteria were for poor, fair, good, etc
when it relates to the animals condition. She said there is one trapped mountain lion running
around the country unaccounted for. She said those are the things that those who are Nevada

residents would like to have addressed.

Kes Anderson, Coalition for Wildlife, said he is a math person. He is looking at the last page of the
2013 data and it shows .000705 of 1%. He said if his boys were in school and took a 1,000
question test and missed .7 of a question he asked if they would get an A. He said so we are saying
we are worried about less than 1 in 1,000. He said when you take the driver’s test you can miss
more than one question. He said statistically if you take that .0007, which is every non-target
animal, he said statistically it isn’t going to make a difference. He said the biologist is just trying to
say that statistically it doesn’t matter. He said the other question he has is about the mountain lions
broken teeth. He described how a mountain lion attacks a deer and said that he finds it odd that
they are trying to use a trap as a possibility of how a mountain lion broke its tooth. He said that we
are talking about animals that eat other animals not by plants that never move. He said that there is
talk about biologists and vets. He said that when the mountain lions are checked in they are looked
at very closely. He said to say that a biologist has no training or way of knowing if the animal has
suffered, he said sometimes the best experience is real world experience. He said they look at teeth,
broken bones, problems animals had, etc. He said that argument doesn’t make any sense, but to
make the same assumption that any animal hurt was hurt by a trap is also unfair. He said he looked
at the California data and said it doesn’t make any sense to him that the leg hold trap is the only
reason. He said it’s a different environment, precipitation level, different areas of life. He said he
has three friends who used to run in the mountains who don’t anymore because they are scared after
hearing about people who have had problems with predators. He said again if his son came home
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with a score like that he would be tickled. He said statistically it doesn’t matter and he asked the
committee to keep that in mind. He said he isn’t saying those animals aren’t important.

Jana Wright said that in the last four years there was always a mention of the need to record the data
of the non-target animals caught in traps. He said thanks to Commissioner Layne the data appeared
and NDOW staff made a chart of all the data collected. She said they reported on years 2002-2004,
2007, 2010-2013. She asked what happened to the data from 2005-2006 and 2008-2009. She said
she is under the impression that the data was put into a box and nobody looked at it until it was
asked for. She said from this data there are many unintended animals caught in these traps, thus the
need for a shorter visitation time. She said for the animal welfare folks an animal caught in a trap
should be removed before 96 hours passes. She said NAC 503.160 states each person that
purchases a trapping license from NDOW shall complete any questionnaire or reporting form
required by the department and must be returned to NDOW by April 30" of each year. Failure to
return the said questionnaire or putting false information is cause for the Commission to suspend
the trapping license and you have to wait a year to get it back. You get your license back. You can
also get your license reinstated for a $50 bill and by turning in the required form or questionnaire.
She said we see trappers are not reporting as required. She asked if they get a license every year
and 1f there is a cross check to see if they have turned in the previous year’s report. She asked if
they could be educated at that time that this is a requirement. She said with over 1,000 licensed
trappers she said they expect to see over 1,000 questionnaires. She asked if NDOW will be
enforcing this policy. She said hopefully trappers will be honest in their reporting as required by
the NAC. She said she trusts Chairman Robb will bring this back to the Commission. She said the
96 hour trap visitation for any part of the state that an animal needs to be removed before four days
pass. She said that if the legislators had this data during the discussions of SB213 they might have
taken a different course on visitation.

Stephanie Meyer said that non-target data compiled by NDOW has a hand in hand relationship with
the length of trap visitation. She said a Golden Eagle may have a better chance of survival if
released after a calendar day rather than four days of entrapment. She said the non-target data must
be a required part of obtaining a trapping license. She said if 100% of the data is not reported a
trapping license should be revoked, suspended, or severe demerits attached to it. She said she is not
a scientist but the trappers had provided no scientific evidence to prove that there are no problems
particularly in Clark County in the face of evidence that there is a problem with the longest trap
visitation time in the nation. She said dogs, like Rea Little’s, continued to sustain injury because of
indiscriminate traps. She said traps are hidden so naturally they will catch non-target animals. She
said she saw Rea’s dog after the trapping. She said the injuries were consistent with her own dog’s
trapping. Her dog also had to have six teeth removed. She said she believes trappers when they say
they don’t want to catch her dog, but that doesn’t change the fact that they do. She asked if the
trappers can provide scientific reasons for leaving animals in traps for 96 hours. She said it is
science that mammals hear hunger, thirst, pain, and fear. She said it is science that wildlife has
nervous systems. She said it is science that a shorter term of torture is much more desired. She said
length of trap time has a very close relationship with injury or death to non-target animals.

Ira Hanson said that it is interesting that he and Dr. Molde go way back. He said last time he talked
in front of a group like this it was 1985. He said it’s interesting to hear is predictions because at one
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point he was predicting that the bobcats were going extinct in Nevada going back to 1978. He said
over 3,000 bobcats were caught this year alone in Nevada. He said that brings up the non-target
issue. He said in his opinion this non-target issue, when it comes to the biological part of it, is
totally the favor of the trappers. He said it is a straw man argument. He gave an example that 3000
bobcats were caught this year. He said it’s a biological fact that a bobcat eats an animal the size of
a (word??? 3:29:24) every day to survive. He said if you do the math that’s 3000 bobcats ate one
rabbit a day he said that is 1,095,000 rabbits that were biologically saved by the trappers that
harvested those animals. He said there are a lot of reasons that biologists would dispute that as far
as the impact. He said the reality is we are talking millions of animals in Nevada. He said when
the trappers harvest 3,000 bobcats and there are 5,000 non-target catches they are actually saving
thousands. He said hawks, eagles, etc are also eaten by bobcats. He said so based on the
questionnaire numbers the trappers actually came out ahead. He said the questionnaire data has
been used for many species for many years and is always cross checked. He said you get a sample
of the questionnaire then there is a field study done to see if those numbers match what are out in
the field and it’s been very consistent. He said Nevada was sued over the bobcat season many
times and Nevada always wins in court because they have this data to back it up. He said the idea
that it has not been studied before is nonsense. He said the reason it isn’t considered a big deal
biologically as Mr. Wolstenhume stated. He said this whole argument behind non-target species
just doesn’t add up when people say there needs to be more regulations. He said it doesn’t have the
facts behind it. He said that is why NDOW has never made a big deal out of it is because the

numbers show the trappers are way ahead.

Claire Ramsey, NPAA & Social Policy Researcher at UNLV, said that regardless of if we are
talking about one animal or five animals they are concerned with the animals suffering. She said
we are talking about an injured animal sitting somewhere. She said there are studies that show that
they do feel pain. She said as a researcher in social policy she said she would like to say that she
takes offense to the comment that little numbers don’t mean anything. She said we deal with little
numbers all the time. She said it is offensive to say one animal suffering doesn’t matter because it
matters to a lot of us. She said they deserve the 24 hour visitation period to get help if they need it.

Joel Blakeslee, Nevada Trappers Association, he said based on the current conversation it sounds
like the trappers are getting taken to the wood shed again. She said she would like to make the
point that they have the best compliance data of everyone. He said we have 100% compliance on
the most important species they trap, bobcat. He said the thing we trap the most we are at 100%.
He said as far as the questionnaire, he said there are two sides to every equation. He said 15 years
ago he got three questionnaires in one mail box. He said his point is everyone wants to say trappers
are the bad guys, but it’s not all on the trappers. He is in full agreement with Mr. Voltz and have
the scientific method applied. He said he wants to know if what we are talking about identifying a
problem that we are going to solve. He said it’s vague what this has to do with SB213. He said he
would be John Sullivan request for a professional opinion is consistent with what is received for
Big Game, Upland Game, Fishing, etc. He said when you read the hunt books they will give you
the status of the population, for example stable, declined, increasing, etc. He said to give credence
to Dr. Molde and his conclusions would be like saying NDOW should divert predator management
money to the trappers because they take ravens out therefore benefitting sage grouse. He said it’s
about that ridiculous in his opinion. He said the other thing he wants to talk about is what is a non-
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target. He said he caught a badger this year and skinned and tanned it for his own personal use. He
asked if that was a non-target. He said he didn’t set the trap for the badger but he was happy to
have him. He said there are other animals he is happy to take. He said a coyote caught in a bobcat
trap is a half tank of gas. He said he would like to finish by saying that he would like to understand
the significance of this and feels that they are spending a lot of time on something that doesn’t have
much to do with why they are there.

Richard Pabst said that we have touched on the fact that we report on the species and seasons when
we hunt. He said when we do that it’s very specific. He said the questionnaire is very specific and
it asks if you went out for archery Elk and if you were successful. He said there are a lot of
conclusions being made. He said if you really want to get data on what you are trapping and want
to quantify then the categories down to animals not permitted to be trapped. He said he is an
outsider, he belongs to the trappers association strictly out of solidarity. He said he is inclined to
buy a bunch of traps and start after sitting here. He said if you take the categories and list just the
animals that a trapper is not allowed to take and define other. He said if you measure that data, he
asked what aren’t they allowed to take. He said you would then see what kind of an impact it has.
He said yes an animal suffers. He said they try to kill it as soon as they can as well as in an ethical
manner. He said if the argument is should we ever injuré an animal and then that is a whole
different thing. He said you are lying and saying what you want to restrict a group of sportsmen.
He said change the data, measure what you want to see. He said it doesn’t matter if he traps a
coyote, bobcat, or badger as long as the trapper is allowed to trap that animal its part of trapping.
He said for the esteemed gentleman from California, he said his mother taught him that lays figure
and figures lie. He said he got a firsthand account of that today.

Joe Bennet said he feels for the committee. He said it’s only his second meeting and he knows the
committee members have been through three. He said he had to compliment them for letting
people get up and talk. He said in Elko it went on for hours and the audience couldn’t even talk
anymore. He said he drove 500 miles round trip from Ely to represent trappers. He said he heard
Mr. Voliz say that they had to use unbiased representation of the facts. He said twice today he has
heard trapping equated to slavery. He said it’s unbelievable. He said he’s heard Mr. Voltz use the
word barbaric and he would call that a biased misrepresentation of the facts. He said he heard Dr.
Molde talk in Elko and he sat there thinking that it was all true. He said he was surprised by only
20% sending it in since he knows his son and himself send it in. He said he thought it was against
the law to not send it in. He said that was a misrepresentation of the facts. He said 3 animals per
trapper every eight years is unbelievable, he said that is quite a record. He said he has felt like he
has been called a liar today in the way they fill out their catches. He said we fill them out honestly
and don’t have any reason not to fill them out honestly and will continue to fill them out honestly
because it is important to trapping. He said he would trust Mr. Wolstenhume’s analysis of
mountain lion body condition way over Dr. Vickers in California. He said Mr. Wolstenhume has
done this for years and is a trained biologist. He said Mr. Wolstenhume looks at conditions of body
conditions of animals because that is what his profession is and what he is trained for. He said 83%
of the animals that Dr. Molde says have trap injuries have bodies in good to excellent condition.
87% of all the mountain lions have good to excellent body conditions. He said he would argue is
when those lions were in traps they were there for up to 48 hours. He said they don’t have
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significant injuries. He said they were released to go on their own and their bodies are still in good
to excellent conditions.

Jackie Cassano said that it is unconscionable to keep their traps down for anymore than 24 hours.
She said personally she is against trapping. She said she isn’t talking about hunting or
sportsmanship she is talking about leg hold traps which are banned or restricted in eight states. He
said they have been controversial and have been considered cruel since the 1970’s. She said
unfortunately the fact that they are legal here is beyond her. She said someone said that the
sportsmen try to put the animals out of their misery as soon as possible, 96 hours is not as soon as
possible. She said she had a quote from the American Veterinary Hospital Association that talked
about how the animals suffer with broken tongues & joint, fear, panic, thirst, hunger, etc. She said
suffering is suffering. She said every warm blooded creature suffers the same way, it just depends
on if we want to acknowledge it. She said in a civilized society to permit that suffering to occur,
makes us uncivilized and barbaric. She said if trapping is going to continue it should be done as
responsible as possible. She said the responsible thing to do is to check every 24 hours anything

beyond that is cruelty.

Danielle Stowater said that since we are addressing item 6 she said she may have found a typo. She
said it says 13 of 14 on the 2007 chart and thought it should be 12 of 15 is 80%. She said she also
wanted to address the issue with the differences between Nevada and California mountain lions.
She said since there is difference in habitat there will be a difference between claws, teeth, &
injuries. She said we are in the Mojave Desert and there is the Sonora desert. She said there are a
lot more rocks in the Mojave and the Joshua trees and the Yucca trees are much more prone to
bacterial infection which we have much more of than California. She said each trapper traps a
different area, which is a different habitat and some areas are more prone to having non-target
animals which will provide a statistical difference.

Brian Patterson, Fraternity of the Big Horn Sheep, said that he would like to commend Mr.
Wolstenhume for his statistics. He said now there is something quantitative that can be looked at.
He said he would caution Commissioner Layne for doing quick math and saying that each trapper
only caught 3 animals per year. He said when you look through it; he said more detail needs to
come into play. He said 20% or 53%, he said what isn’t showing here is that some trappers may
only be weekend trappers so his hours will be a lot less than others and he may not have any non-
target catches and might be part of that 53%. He said another guy might be out there every day for
the entire season. He said one guy may only run ten traps and another guy may run 100 traps. He
said statistics will show that a guy running 100 traps will catch more non-target than someone only
running ten on the weekends. He said that type of information needs to be included. He said back
to the three to one, if you look at it 24% or so of the respondents actually caught something. He
said so you can’t 1300 trappers and say 1300 times three is what was taken when it was only a
percentage of the 1300 trappers that caught the three animals per year. He said more in-depth
studies need to be done on these numbers, including a conclusion as John Sullivan had suggested.
He said we heard Dr. Molde’s conclusion with a lot of emotion and heartfelt passion in it without
much science. He said it was a lot of pulling on the heartstrings while equating it slavery and
emancipation. He said that is totally irrelevant when it comes to non-target animals. He said he
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doesn’t know how Dr. Molde can do a study when he was pretty sure all studies should be done
scientifically through NDOW. He said if not he wants to do a study of his own.

Shannon Ireland said in regards to non-target said she happened to be at the scene of the incident
everyone is aware of four days in a row back to back. (Phrase??? 3:51:18) the incident would not
have been presented, it did not matter what so ever. She said NDOW was provided pictures of the
day before and the day after so the collect that data to prove that she had been to that specific sight
3 of the four days. She said that everyone can agree on the land belongs to all of us to enjoy. She
said trappers are confined to one season. She said you are aware of the season and are aware you
can get hurt, she said make a choice and don’t go into those areas. She said there are a lot of areas
that are closed off to trappers.

Bill Taylor said he worked for Wildlife Services for 41 years and is now retired. He said does some
things with the sage grouse, mule deer, and desert bighorn. He said you do have a problem and
something has to be done with the private trappers but he said to minimize the loss. He said some
of the traps that are used now had studies done on them and were developed by Fish & Wildlife
Services, he was involved in that study. He said they have a center swivel & tension device. He
said they put that tension device at 50% and they aren’t catching a lot of the small game animals.
He said the larger animals break the jaws or pull free.

John Sullivan said the big scope of things on this non-target issue, there is one group that pulled a
bunch of data, came up with a numbers, and is now saying they have a smoking gun. He said it is
carnage that hundreds of animals are big killed. He said there is a lack of objective analysis. He
said he applauded Chairman McNinch for putting it on the agenda which allowed us to look at the
data and really see what is going on. He said prior to this we just had the Dr. Molde report, which
in his opinion is biological nonsense. He said when the biologist was asked Mr. Wolstenhume
called in insignificant. He said rather than the non-target data being the smoking gun that would
end trapping all together, he said in his opinion it indicates the opposite. He said he is going to take
some numbers from the raw data which isn’t being disputed. He said Commissioner Layne likes to
take things in the picture of a year and he agrees with that. He said badgers caught per year based
on the data would be; 1/8 of a badger, 2/8 of a bear, 5/8 of a chipmunk, 1/3 of a ground squirrel, 24
pack rats, 'z of a skunk per year. He said let’s look at rabbits and mountain lions. He said there
were 523 rabbits per year, there are millions of rabbits in the states, like the biologist said it is
insignificant. He said he lives on highway 159 near West Charleston and there are four non-targets
killed on that road every night. He said this one 50 mile stretch of road probably kills more non-
targets in a year than all the trappers combined. He said the biggest problem he has with the report
are the conclusions. He said they say the report says trapping is out of control but that’s not what it
said at all. He said it says 1/3 of trappers are catching any non-target. He said the absence of real
conclusions by real scientist allows this sort of thing to happen. He said the mountain lion data is
even more problematic. He said Dr. Molde admits that he is basing his assumptions on
possibilities. He said the possibilities, however remote, always result in trapping is to blame and
therefore must go. He said the report said 4% of mountain lion carcasses had toes missing and that
most likely they came into contact with the traps. He asked if Dr. Molde ever considered they
could have lost that claw because of contact with another mountain lion. He asked if Dr. Molde
ever thought that they could have lost a tooth because of age or maybe from getting kicked by a
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wild horse. He said the report draws attention to one lion that had part of an ear & tail missing. He
said the report assumes the lion was caught in a trap and suffered frost bite while caught in the trap
and therefore trapping is out of control. He said that lion probably lost that ear in a fight with
another lion. He said then they compare Nevada lions to California lions after a veterinarian at UC
Davis does a study. He said the California study is very suspect because it is difficult to examine
teeth on a live mountain lion. He asked if the prey species is the same. He said the author of the
study says that traps need to be monitored continually or at the minimum every two hours. He said
that he has reason to believe that Dr. Molde was told by Larry Gilbertson, the Chief of Game, that
he can’t make assumptions and conclusions he was making. He said the NDOW policy guidance
says that the public is welcome to use the data for education and information. He said those using
the information need to have permission from NDOW before using the data in a scientific
publication. He said tentative conclusions should be identified as such. He said he is concerned
that there is a deception going on and the public is being frightened. He said he keeps hearing at
.these meetings that people are afraid to hike with their dogs anymore, and who can blame them. He
said in the absence of public education from official sources the public only has a Dr. Molde report
to go on. He said in reality there are very few dogs caught and those dogs are being caught 15
miles from town and are usually hunting or livestock dogs. He said hunting and livestock groups
support trapping. He said there has never been a hiker or member of the public injured by a trap in
the state of Nevada. He said mathematically the likeliness of any non-target being trap on any trap
day is .00074. He said that tells me the trappers are doing a very good job of avoiding conflicts.

Commissioner Layne said that what is important is that these are the kinds of things we need to see
the impact of trapping and make decisions. He said unlike hunting, where you have one tag and
your primary purpose is to get that one animal, trapping is indiscriminate. She said before they had
this data she didn’t really understand that other animals get trapped besides what the person
originally intended to trap. She said that is what she was looking for with this data. She said it is
important that we take a look at the current regulations. She said the current regulation says that
trappers have to turn in this report regardless of how often they trap. She said that we want this
information from the trappers. She said felt this conversation about non-target data was helpful.
She said the committee needs to talk to the full commission to make sure that we get as high of
reporting of the non-target as possible. She said we will be a lot better off because of that.

Commissioner Drew said he would echo John Sullivan’s comments about the timeliness to have
this put on the agenda. He said for those that don’t know it was put on the agenda at the Elko
meeting but there was some confusion with the data and the interpolation of that. He said he feels
much more comfortable and confident in the numbers that we are getting back after Mr.
Wolstenhume’s presentation. He said from that stand point he really appreciates the time spent on
that. He said from a population stand point he is not seeing a big red flag. He asked if we need an
NDOW (?774:07:05) to reflect that and he said not necessarily. He said people will make with the
results what they will. He said some people in the audience say any non-target animal is too much.
He said that is a core-value thing. He said he is much more comfortable with the presentation and
the data. He said he doesn’t necessarily disagree that they shouldn’t move forward with ensuring
the data remains robust moving forward. He said one audience member talked about animals being
released with and without injury and it wouldn’t hurt to know what type of trap was used in that
incidence. He said he appreciates the agenda item, the discussion, and the public comment.
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Chairman McNinch said it is important to recognize that this whole thing comes down to values and
beliefs. He said some people look at it from a use stand point and some people look at it from an
animal’s personal trait point of view. He said they are both right but very different. He said he
does hear the concerns with the humane aspect of it. He said he doesn’t want anyone to think he is
discounting that. He said his tendency to look at things on the population scale. He said he does
understand the biological insignificance and knows that sometimes when that is brought up people
think we don’t care about the animals. He said that isn’t always the case. He said that doesn’t get
me away from the humane aspect of things. He said Mr. Wolstenhume came into a program that
had data in boxes and maybe there is room for improvement on that. He said he hopes they
continue down that path. He said he does think a discussion is necessary on the definition of non-
target. He said he understands the confusion on a survey if a trapper doesn’t know exactly what is
being expected. He said we need to define what we are really looking for. He said there was a
suggestion to put only things that can’t be trapped, maybe that’s overly simplistic. He said there are
a number of variables and the trapping effort creates some potential problems. He said there is
probably some way to do a weighted averages and that should be talked about. He said he wants to
follow up more on suspending licenses for those who don’t turn in accurate questionnaires. He said
it has been stated that it is persons right to trap, but in the state of Nevada it is privilege to be a
trapper because you have to be licensed. He said you maintain that privilege by doing what you
need to do and if you don’t you lose the privilege to do it. He said when they talk about the 53%
there is probably room for improvement. He said if it’s inaccurate or not being reported at all the
committee has an obligation to follow through on that. He said it is not acceptable. He said it
potentially skus our data and he hopes everyone can be on the same page with that. He said the
department shouldn’t have to track you down. He said the DMV doesn’t care if you receive your
registration or not, if you are late you still get hammered. He said no one can expect any
organization to track down someone in four or five mailings. He said he would like to hear from
Mr. Wolstenhume on the proficiencies, the things that preclude this from being enforced and the
ways these regulations can be improved. He said he isn’t sure where that leaves the committee on
motions. He said they can report back to the Commission that they had this conversation and
haven’t come up with any findings yet.

John Sullivan said he thought about making a motion for NDOW to address the use of their data
and studies. He said he does think they need to look at that, but he isn’t going to make a formal
motion. He said the Commissioners can take it home and think about what needs to be done. He
said it bothers him as a Nevadan that people are making these complex reports that appear to have
the stamp of a veterinarian and scientific approval and frankly they aren’t accurate. He said in a
way they are speaking for NDOW and he would rather have NDOW speak for NDOW.

Commissioner Layne made a motion to continue to take a look at some of the issues that have been
brought up by Mr. Wolstenhume in terms of some legislative action that might be necessary and
how we can improve response rates.

Commissioner Robb seconded the motion for discussion. He said it doesn’t need to be legislative
but could be regulation. He said the Commission has full authority of the regulation that would
address most of the concerns. He said we could get those agendized and start talking about those
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regulations. He said the May meeting is a very jammed meeting. He said the most efficient way to
do it is at the June meeting in Tonopah. He said this issue is going to be a big portion of that
meeting. He said we can keep the ball rolling to discuss the return card success rate and the
enhancement of return card success rate through regulation. He said he would be willing to
withdraw his second to reword the motion.

Commissioner Layne said she wouldn’t mind changing legislative to regulatory if that would help.

Commissioner Robb said that would help.

Chairman McNinch said that there is a motion and a second for regulatory changes to clean up
some of the issues that may be impacting the ability to get questionnaires back. He said we can ask
Mr. Wolstenhume to provide information so he can get his job done the way he would like to.

Commissioner Drew said he isn’t convinced that they need a regulatory change. He said there are
things that can be done to encourage a better response rate that may not necessarily be a regulatory
change. He said as long as the spirit of the motion is to look at a regulatory change if needed, but to
also look at other ways to encourage a higher compliance rate. ~ He said he agrees with
Commissioner Robb that this won’t be a legislative change. He said in a way he thinks the
regulation they need is in place they just need to do some more education on it.

Chairman McNinch asked Commissioner Layne and Commissioner Robb if they would like to
restate their motion.

Commissioner Layne said that she is tempted to withdraw the motion because she only somewhat
remembers what the original motion was. She said it might be better to start all over again or just
not make a motion since everyone agrees on what needs to be done.

Commissioner Robb said he would withdraw his second. He said Mr. Wolstenhume and Ms.
Knight are in the room and they understand what the committee is looking for and that June time

frame they are shooting for.

Chairman McNinch said that he understands for the June meeting there will be interaction with staff
like there is on every agenda item. He said it’s pretty well known what some of the thoughts and
concerns are today and can take those forward to the Commission. He said he would agree that

there doesn’t have to be a formal motion to do that.

John Sullivan said he is on board. He said the more data and the more accurate the better. He said
Nevada Trappers Association has always been supportive in their newsletters to support the
program. He said as far as the word encouraging, he said the trappers will be all for it. He said
74% isn’t bad but we can certainly do a lot better. He said while we are at it we can clarify some of
the terms in this report, like non-target. He said there is confusion on there on what constitutes non-

target.
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7 Education Associated with Trapping Activities — Chairman McNinch — For Possible
Action

The Committee will review and discuss current education efforts associated with trapping activities
in Nevada. The Committee may take action to provide direction to staff or establish findings or
recommendations to present to the Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners relevant to education
associated with trapping activities.

Commissioner Robb said that he believes that this is the most important agenda item. He said in
Reno he made a motion that corresponded with the map that he had proposed for the Northern
Nevada area. He said that motion passed three to two, with John Sullivan and Commissioner Drew
voting against it. He said Commissioner Drew voted against it because he didn’t think it would fix
the problem. He said that made me think about how we fix the problem. He said the problem is we
have a user group conflict between two groups in the same area. He said there are instances where
trappers are going on private property and actually trapping land owners animals. He said that is a
problem that needs to be addressed. He said some of that will be addressed in the next agenda
items. He said most of the long time trappers don’t trap close to town. He said if you go to
Scheel’s or Cabela’s you can buy traps and a trapping license over the counter. He said they have
seen in the past multiple instances where a novice trapper is the one causing TV headlines that
cause both sides heartburn. He said he has tried to come up with a different map and a way to think
about education. He said in Southern Nevada, Nevada Trappers Association has a trap day to help
the novices by going over rules and regulations. He said he isn’t too aware of what goes on in
Northern Nevada. He said it still isn’t reaching the people it needs to reach and still causing
problems for both sides. He said in his big game activities there is some mandatory indoctrination
to allow him to participate in specific areas. He said he believes that maybe some mandatory
indoctrination should be required. He said the indoctrination for big game is required whether you
have gone to it before or not. He said there are changes in rules, boundaries, etc and the best way to
address some of the issues in Washoe County and Clark County may not be a reduced trap check or
new off sets, it could be education. He said he would really like to start proposing a map of where a
mandatory indoctrination or trapper day. He said it could be two to three hours, game wardens go
over rules and regulations, etc that need to be addressed on a yearly basis with the trappers in a
particular area. He said if you trap outside of this mapped area you may not need to go to a
mandatory indoctrination. He said he hasn’t talked to Mr. Buonamici and it would take staff time.
He said in the end it could save the department time by not having to deal with these kinds of
conflicts. He said it could be some of the most prudent time spent for moving forward. He said he
is talking about Southern Washoe County, Storey County, Carson City, Douglas County, and Lyon
County would be included in a mandatory indoctrination program. He said he thinks that will
reduce the conflicts. He said this will work towards the goal of why Commissioner Drew didn’t
support him in his motion because he didn’t solve the problem by doing it. He said both sides
recognize that there are conflicts and education is the biggest step we can take in reducing conflict.
He said in Southern Nevada he would suggest Clark County and Southern Nye County so that the
backside of Mt. Charleston would be covered. He said it’s his idea to try to solve the problem. He
said when his motion didn’t get the support he thought it would he had to come up with another
solution to try to solve the problem. He said John Sullivan may have some ideas since he
participates in the trapper days. He said he doesn’t think it should be put on by the Nevada
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Trappers Association, we can maybe work in conjunction, it should be something that the
department heads.

John Sullivan said that he agrees with him completely and supports the concept. He said the details
need to be talked about, like a novice trapper would have a onetime education. He said he agrees
that the novices are the ones getting everyone in trouble. He said the Nevada Trappers Association
has been putting on course for four years and they would be willing to help. He said the hunters
safety programs usually isn’t NDOW staff, it’s usually hunters. He said they could tailor it after the
hunters safety program. He said he supports the concept of having a mandatory trappers education

program is one he will support.

Rob Buonamici, Chief Game Warden, said that if we want to do a mandatory trappers education it
would require legislation. He said there are several NRS that require hunter’s safety before
obtaining a license, require the instructors to be certified by the department and associated fees with
the course as well as make it unlawful to obtain a license without the course. He said the cleanest
way would be to mirror that or to insert trapping education along with it.

Commissioner Robb said he understands that it may take some doing to get there. He said but its
legislation that both sides of the aisle could support. He said we could get a senator or an

assemblyman to carry it.

Commissioner Drew said that he had recommended this along with a couple other committee
members in Reno. He said there was a gentleman in Elko who spoke that had brought up two
aspects of education. He said he hadn’t had the chance to present this to Commissioner Robb and
he is coming at it a little differently. He said the two items that resonated with him from the Elko
meeting were the concept of a trapper’s education course. He said if you were going to have a
trapping education course to require it of a first time trapper, those who receive a trapping violation,
and those who don’t submit their questionnaire. He said that may capture some of the issues with
the high profile people. He said he would be curious to hear what the committee and the public has
to say about that. He said the second part would involve public education. He said the suggestion
in Elko was to develop an online public education strategy in terms of informing people what the
open areas and seasons were, how to avoid having your companion animal trapped, and then how
you would go about releasing them if they were to be caught. He said those are the two areas of

education he would suggest to the Commission.

John Sullivan said that in addition to trapper education he would like to see some public education
on the NDOW website for trapping. He said he has some literature from other states” websites and
it was significant information. He said this stuff goes a long way. He said the public doesn’t really
have an objective source they can go to to read about this. He said if you can bring up this literature
from the professionals on a website it would help go forward on tampering down on some of the

conflicts.

Paul Vixen said that he couldn’t agree more with Commissioner Robb and John Sullivan. He said
having some sort of education around this will be the biggest thing. He said there has been a lot of
talk at his CAB meetings about signage and letting people know what can happen. He said he
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heard a lot of people today that they didn’t know trapping was going on in a specific area. He said
part is signage but it’s also letting people know this is going on. He said when there is an off-road
race somewhere they put out signs letting people know there will be vehicles driving through there
at high rates of speed. He it would behoove us to start education. He said as more and more people
move to Nevada less of them are aware of the hunting, fishing, and trapping traditions. He said
education will become even more important. He said when you buy a house you get a bill of rights
that says there are certain disclosures with your house. He said when you go into the Spring
Mountains they should know the seasons and activities that occur up there and should use caution
during those times.

Trish Swayne said that education is a wonderful concept and she is very excited that it is on the
agenda. She said she doesn’t know if Commissioner Robb is suggesting that this is a substitute for
a shorter trap check. She said she thought that he might have been going in that direction. She said
she wanted to comment on the comment made earlier that there have been no injuries to people by
traps in the state of Nevada. She said at the last meeting Gary Park had a hand injury and had to go
to the emergency room. She said in addition Leah Sturgess’ mother had a hand injury from when
she tried to free her dog. She said she would hope that there is strong regulation compelling
attendance at this education.

John Hiatt said he applauds the idea of education. He said he doesn’t think the average person
spends much time looking at the NDOW website and that the committee should explore other ways
of educating the general public. He said that’s not just one way but a variety of ways, such as;
television, social media, etc. He said putting it only on the website won’t do the job.

Joe Bennett said he can’t believe both sides have agreed on something. He said he isn’t speaking
for the Trappers Association but he would be in favor of this for the whole state. He said he would
be opposed to taking a test every year just because of scheduling conflicts and trying to get to
someplace to take it. He said with hunters’ safety you take one test and you are good. He said he
would be in favor of this for the entire state; just an annual deal would be tough. He asked if this
would be in lieu of the shorter visitation if everyone takes that test.

Commissioner Robb said there are some areas that have a higher rate of conflict which is on the
map he had presented in Reno. He said he would believe he would stick to that area being a
calendar day trap check. He said where Mr. Bennett lives it would be a one-time course. He said
he does think there are complexities in the Reno, Carson, and Las Vegas area with ever changing
property regulations that if you trap within this small area it’s a calendar day trap check and a
mandatory indoctrination annually. He said if you trap the rest of the state it would be a one-time
class and then move forward with that. He said we are late in the game to be throwing these ideas
out, but maybe it’s not late in the game because that is why we are having these meetings. He said
these meetings are not meant to talk about the same things over and over and find something that
better fits the end goal for both sides.

Mr. Bennett said the only thing he saw on the map in Reno was large areas of private land, he didn’t

see why they would have to do the 24 hour period there. He said he would like to look at the
firearms closures around Reno, Carson, and Las Vegas. He said he would go after those areas and
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not paint such a broad brush like all of Clark County because there are some pretty remote places
that doesn’t benefit by lowering the trap check.

Commissioner Robb said they will address that on another agenda item and it’s not looking like all
of Clark County

Fred Voltz said an observation from a management standpoint and from a limited resource stand
point asked wouldn’t it be easier to educate 1300 trappers rather than 2.8 million residence. He
asked why the average person should be burdened to comply to not have conflicts with the trappers
who are not paying a severance fee for taking the public’s property permanently most of the time
for personal financial gain. He said if you are thinking about education, which is all fine and good,
he said the focus needs to be on the trappers who have the higher responsibility not the average

citizen.

Doug Nielsen, NDOW Southern region conservation supervisor, said when you talk about
education programs some of that will fall in his end of the world. He said in the twenty years he
has been involved with education in one form or the other with the state he has learned quite a bit.
He said one thing he would be concermed about would be multiple requirements depending on
where you live in the state or where you trap. He said that makes things much more complicated.
He said for years they have had to explain that you don’t have to have a hunting license in order to
shoot a coyote unless you plan to barter or sell it, and then you need a trapping license. He asked if
he gives it to his brother and he buys him a hamburger does that make it bartering. He said if we go
forward with an education program he would recommend comparing notes with some of the people
who have been running these programs for a while. He said if we are going to do it, one of the
mistakes that has been hard to enforce with the boating education law it only applies if you have the
boat on interstate waters in Nevada. He said if we are going to do it should be the same for

everyone.

Commissioner Robb said he is getting a text message from Commissioner Drew. Commissioner
Drew asked that if you are up for public comment to please speak into the microphone as he is

unable to hear.

Stephanie Meyer said three fourths of the population lives in Clark County. She said they have
millions and millions of tourists. She said coyote trapping is open year round. She said it would be
great if they could let people know that trapping is happening. She said educating the public is a
wonderful idea and something that she is something she is trying to do, but it’s got to be education
of the trappers and what is allowed and what is not allowed. She said she has been to the Trappers
Association education day and all they talk about is how to track, kill, and skin an animal so it
certainly shouldn’t have anything to do with the Nevada Trappers Association.

Tracy Truman said that six years ago he came up with the idea of trapper education days in Clark
County and has done that up on Mt Charleston. He said contrary to the mis-statement by Ms.
Meyer’s they invite NDOW law enforcement to come up every year. He said they give them an
hour for presentation time to talk about rules, regulations, and ethics. He said we specifically ask
them to cover those three things and it’s entirely up to them on the extent they cover. He said they
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have had mixed success on the presentation but the question and answer section is usually more
valuable because the audience gets to ask the burning questions. He said he has drafted a trapper
education manual to be considered by the state board of directors for the Nevada Trappers
Association. He said he has also drafted a student workbook to go along with it, patterning it after
the hunter’s safety. He said different states handle it different ways, Minnesota and Michigan, is
run by the trappers association but the state comes in and certifies the instructors. He said he really
likes Commissioner Robb’s idea of having education in the areas that have a shorter visitation time.
He said personally he would whole heartedly support that in lieu of the maps or shrinking the maps.
He said if you are saying in addition to the maps then you will also have education that is going to
be a real tough sell. He said he thinks it’s a great concept and certainly worth further discussion.

Ira Hansen said education is always a popular thing. He said this is your classic solution looking
for a problem. He said as will be discussed when we get into the demerit system the number of
citations issued for trapping in Nevada is very small. He said typically less than 20 per years. He
said so the concept of all the trappers getting educated to solve a problem, there isn’t a problem. He
said the idea that we are going to stop some guy from buying a trap at Scheels and then sticking it
in a state park isn’t going to stop that. He said if it was just a matter of education to solve all of our
problems we wouldn’t have any problems because we are always using public schools to try to
solve all of our social problems. He said there is no problem with the bulk of the trappers. He said
the more regulations you create the more confusion, the more new boundaries, the more areas are
off limits, 24 hours, or 96 hours, the more your citations will go up. He said not because people
intentionally break the law but because there is a confusion factor. He said we want to keep
regulations to a minimum but if there is a true problem then it needs to be addressed. He said if you
look at the hunter safety program, one of the biggest impacts it has had is the consistent decline of
younger people hunting. He said his daughter wants to go deer hunting but because of other
obligations she doesn’t have time to go hunting. He said you can multiply that by thousands of
family across the state.

Richard Pabst said that he wanted to address Mrs. Meyer’s comments about the trapper education
course. He said he stood shoulder to shoulder with her while she was there. He said she sat there
and listened to the instructions by NDOW about where it was and wasn’t legal to trap. He said she
was even surprised and confused where trapping was restricted around the Mt Charleston area. He
said the majority of that day was instructional and even talked about what feathers you can and
can’t use. He said he finds it interesting but not surprising that she would stand here and selectively
remember or purposely shred the truth.

Chairman McNinch said he wanted to remind everyone that they need to be respectful and that goes
for both sides.

Joel Blakeslee said he is going to repeat what Mr. Hansen said. He said so many of these trapping
meetings suggest that trappers are out of control. He said he would certainly support education in
lieu of daily checks. He said one of the problems he has with all this stuff is we go from one
extreme to the other. He said there is a whole lot in between those two places. He said the flavor of
this is take it all away. He said there is a lot of stuff in the middle and if anyone is willing to start
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talking about the middle he might be able to start talking. He said as far as education goes he will
support it in lieu.

Dave Stowater said he would go along with everyone else on trapper’s education days. He said he
has attended every single one. He said there is a lot of education to tell everyone what is going on.
He said he was told today there would be nothing but truth and he appreciates that. He said what he
worries about is he can talk to four different game wardens and ask if it’s legal to trap in a specific
location. He said every single one will give him a different idea. He said he can tell you one
location but he doesn’t want to say because someone will go steal his traps. He said he has been
trapping in Clark County for 35 years and he just found out that he could have driven down the road
six miles further. He said he has been trapping in his current area for 30 years and didn’t go six
miles further because other game wardens have told him it was illegal to trap there. He said if you
have this trappers education he wants a map drawn up so everyone knows. He said he wants each
game warden to have the same theory. He said education is what we need and he is in support of it
completely. He said he doesn’t want to see the 96 turned into 24.

Carmen Roda said she heard a couple remarks recently that sound like this is involving into the map
in lieu of education. She said she wanted to be on the record saying education is a great idea but it
should be primarily for the trappers. She said they are a smaller group to try to educate than two
million people. She said she also wants to state that the map that has been proposed is not inclusive
enough. She said it does not include the Cold Creek area and that’s the trapper’s playground up
there. She said she doesn’t think they should have one or the other, she thinks they should have

both education and the maps.

Ryan Werner, Nevada Sportsmen Unlimited, said that his family got started in trapping after being
invited to a trapper education day in Max Canyon. He said he thinks the education classes that
NDOW puts out are great. He said the opportunities in education are out there, but you have to
figure out why people aren’t using them. He said trappers education day is phenomenal and teaches
you laws, ethics, rules, where to trap, what to do if you trap a non-target species, how do you not
trap a non-target species. He said he found this year’s trappers education day. as educational as it
was, there were some anti-trappers there and it almost seemed like everything we were doing to try
to educate is being thrown back in sportsmen’s faces. He said skinning is a part of what we have to
do so we don’t waste the animal. He said non-target species are brought back to the shop and
donated to families that don’t have anything. He said a lot of the animals in museums are donated
by trappers. He said the trappers have been doing a phenomenal job with the education days. He
said he thinks they need to get some of the land back that has been lost. He said he has to set a trap,
take two steps back, and an animal has to step in that trap for it to be stuck in there for 96 hours. He
said that isn’t going to happen. He said most trappers don’t wait until 96 hours anyways. He said
the education is fine the way it is. He said maybe they can post more when they get there. He said
he thinks the system is working good and no matter what they do its going to be opposed.

Commissioner Layne said that she is reluctant to talk about education today because she keeps
hearing in lieu of. She doesn’t want people to think that education is in lieu of the maps. She isn’t

opposed to education.
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John Sullivan said that he is all for both trapper and public education. He said on the trapper
education he is in favor of it in lieu of the maps. He said he has concerns that it appears to the
trapping community that things are piling up. He said the Wildlife Commission takes up several
things that look punitive and he doesn’t think the people that are being punished agree that they
should be punished. He said they have argued repeatedly to identify the problem and then tackle
that. He said if the Wildlife Commission does demerit points, mandatory education, and closing
down large portions of the two populated counties it’s going to look like they are piling on. He said
they haven’t tried education yet and instead of changing the 96 hours which has been in place for
forty years; it might behoove everyone to try this approach first. He said he is for education and he
will do what he can personally to help NDOW or the Trappers Association with an education
program. He thinks if it’s education plus all these other restrictions it would be too much. He said
he votes education in lieu of the map voted on in Reno and the maps that could be voted on tonight.

Commissioner Robb said he has heard many say they support education in lieu of. He said he
doesn’t think it gets us there all the way. He said he also heard Mr. Blakeslee say that they went
from zero to sixty. He said he thinks that the maps in Northern Nevada that he presented are fairly
conservative and small. He asked Mr. Blakeslee what if it were two calendar days and they
included hunt units 021, 022, & all of 195. He said he thinks they need to do something with
visitation time in close proximity.

Mr. Blakeslee said he would be happy to talk about that but he has to come back to why. He asked
what we are trying to accomplish. He asked for confirmation that they are going to expand the map
in order to have two calendar days for trap checks.

Commissioner Robb said it would go to two calendar days to trap within those areas.

Mr. Blakeslee asked why you would add acreage to that. He said 022 takes in the Fox Range which
is about as desolate as it gets. He said it’s across from smoke creek.

Commissioner Robb said that the reason he put in all of 022 is because he doesn’t know of a land
barrier that would be easier to use north of Pyramid Lake.

Mr. Blakeslee joked, Baring Blvd. He said he has to come back to why. He said he would be
happy to negotiate if he felt there was good reason to do it. He said he hasn’t been sold on why we
are doing any of this. He said he knows we have been told by the legislature but he thinks things
will be worse.

Commissioner Robb said that he will honest and blunt, he believes in 96 hours statewide. He said
he can justify it in his mind. He said he is worried about the 96 hours statewide if nothing is done
about the close proximity. He said if this goes back to the legislature he thinks we will run the risk
of losing more statewide than he is suggesting here.

Mr. Blakeslee said his honest opinion is it’s not going to matter. He said as far as he understands
the bill has already been drafted.
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Commissioner Robb said that Mr. Blakeslee knows as well as he does is that there will be a
trapping bill, a bear bill, a hunting bill, and it’s something that they will have to deal with from this

point forward.

Mr. Blakeslee said exactly this is cultural genocide. He said it’s no different than the Indians or
Germany. He said it’s taking them down, weakening them, and eventually crushing them. He said
there comes a time where he doesn’t want to be lead off to the showers.

Commissioner Robb said he sees this as a small step instead of falling off the cliff.
Mr. Blakeslee said that the problem he has here is people keep telling him to compromise.

Commissioner Robb said he is not using the word compromise or appease. He said there is no
compromise.

Mr. Blakeslee asked Commissioner Robb if he had read the paper about cultural bigotry, he said its
cultural genocide. He said the people that don’t want us to trap don’t give a damn about daily
checks. He said they want them gone. He said he doesn’t think the people who are against the
trappers care about anything in between. He said they want to go sixty to zero. He said there is a
place where a man has to stand up and say enough is enough. He said if I fall it would be a tough
thing to deal with. He said he stays up at night wondering if he is doing the right thing for his guys.
He said we are trying to be taken out inch by inch and at what point do you keep your dignity and
say that you at least fought it.

Chairman McNinch said he respects Mr. Blakeslee for the position he is taking just like he respects
the position other people are taking. He said there are two issues, the user conflict group and the
humane side of things. He said there are some that perceive that there needs to be a different
treatment of animals. He said there isn’t anything we are going to do with that problem. He said
the committee is up there making decisions and Mr. Blakeslee has already made his. He said that is
why he didn’t push for a map and he understands why he made the decisions he did. He said Mr.
Blakeslee understands that the committee isn’t defaulting where he is defaulting. He said he sits at
home too and wonders how everyone can come to a consensus. He said he thinks no one is going
to argue about education. He said there is room to work with the non-target stuff as well. He said
people are going to follow their beliefs and the committee will have to figure out how to follow that
line. He said in John Sullivan’s mind it’s a matter of how to stop trappers from falling off the cliff
and for himself it’s a matter of how to continue to try to find a compromise. He said he sees that no
matter what the committee does someone will not be happy.

Mr. Blakeslee asked if it’s too much to ask to quantify things before decisions are made.

Commissioner Robb said that he has to be a sportsman to sit in his seat on the Commission but in
the end he i1s a Wildlife Commissioner. He said he represents Mr. Blakeslee, Ms. Swayne, all the
citizens of Nevada, and the wildlife. He said a lot of people ask where the science is. He said if
they relied on science the committee would be sitting at home right now because NDOW would be
making the decisions. He said they are the social arm of NDOW. He said it is not biology based it
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1s socially driven. He said right now everything is socially driven, he said Mr. Blakeslee can ask
for all the science he would like but this is a socially driven issue.

Mr. Blakeslee said they did studies with the bear guys and asked why trappers were being
discriminated against. He said the biggest thing he struggles with is the word why. He asked what
visitation has to do with non-target.

Commissioner Robb said that every dog or non-target that was caught would not have been
prevented 1f you were at a trap every 24 hours or every five hours. He said the why isn’t going to
get answered.

Mr. Blakeslee said he sees the committee doing the wrong thing. He says he understands it is
political and compromising it is the wrong thing.

Commissioner Robb said that he is being as honest as he can.
Mr. Blakeslee said that he understands that.

Commissioner Layne said her level of frustration that throughout this whole process Mr. Blakeslee
has taken the stance that he isn’t going to budge on the 96 hours. She said she has heard today that
this has been going on for forty years. She said that isn’t true because in 1981 there was a
weeklong visitation. She said she is looking at the statute and in 1981 it was switched to 96 hours.
She said that was 33 years ago. She said there has been a huge population shift and there is over
two million people in one county. She said it’s not just about animals being caught in traps; it’s
about people going after each other. She said it’s about traps being stolen and all these other things
going on right now. She said to say everything is fine and wonderful and there is no reason to
reduce visitation times. She said she has a real problem with that. Commissioner Layne said Mr.
Blakeslee only sees so much of that.

Mr. Blakeslee asked to explain himself. He said in 2007 he negotiated with the Sierra Club to do
trail setbacks on Mt Rose and in Washoe County. She said in whatever year it was they negotiated
setbacks on Mt. Charleston and they created the map. He said it continued to grow and went way
beyond what it should have. He said his experience is if they put anything on the table you end up
making meatloaf by adding flour to it. He said there comes a point when he has to ask what they
get back or when it is going to stop. He said he is just asking basic fairness. He said it’s all about
the trappers losing, there is nothing about them winning. He said it is a lose situation.

Chairman McNinch said we are deviating just a bit and he understands where Mr. Blakeslee is at.
He said it is nice for people to come to the table and make an agreement but he said it just isn’t
possible in some of these areas. He said there may not be a solution people are going to agree with.

Mr. Blakeslee asked if the no action option can be discussed.

Chairman McNinch said that right now he wants to get them back to the education aspect. He said
they were back and forth on the discussion about how education might tie into the visitation aspect.
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Commissioner Drew said that the discussion has been frank and brutally honest. He said in regards
to education he said the reason it resonated for him is in his opinion some of the conflicts have been
from trappers either doing something unknowingly wrong or doing something purposely wrong.
He said he thinks education can go a long way in reducing that. He said as far as the trap check
times in his mind it’s something totally different with a different set of arguments. He said just so
everyone knows where he was coming with is how we can go about giving the trappers the tools to
succeed and do the right thing. He said there have been several ideas thrown out today but he isn’t
sure they are at a point to recommend anything specific to the Commission. He said he would like
to see the committee move forward in exploring and developing some of these concepts.

Chairman McNinch asked Commissioner Drew if he had a suggestion on the best way to proceed.

Commissioner Drew said he doesn’t know if it would make sense for the department to come back
in June with concepts and theories on what educational options might be feasible moving forward.
He suggested looking at surrounding states ‘and programs they have that we might look into
implementing. He said he didn’t realize that what Commissioner Robb presented would take an
NRS change. He said there might be something the committee can do with an NAC instead.

Chairman McNinch asked if as a committee they recommend to the Commission that the
department come up with some concepts for trapper and public education. He said it is a good idea
for the public to know when the seasons are, understand where trapping occurs, and how to release
an animal. He said those are the things the public would benefit from if they were trying to find it.

John Sullivan said education will be successful if it is supported by the trapping community. He
said hunter’s education is supported by the hunting community and that is why it is successful. He
said if the trapping community supports it they will step up and volunteer. He said if it is seen as
punitive he doesn’t think it will be supported and therefore will not be successful. He said he thinks
it should be tried first in lieu of what come across as more punitive measures.

Chairman McNinch said he understands what John Sullivan is saying and doesn’t disagree that it
would have more sticking power if it wasn’t used punitive. He said the suggestions that were
thrown out there were to use it for those who have violated, first time licensee, and for not sending
in the questionnaire. He said it’s not so much punitive as it is a penalty for not doing the things you
are supposed to do. He said he has a lot less of a problem with that since people are putting

themselves in that situation.

John Sullivan said that he has participated in the trapper education programs and have given
demonstrations on how to trap bobcats. He said if you have the support of the community so the
experienced trappers are teaching the novice trappers you will find a great deal of benefits. He said
when he gives a demonstration he slides in things like which trap to use, in this case the NB550
which is an extremely humane trap to use. He said it’s not better or worse than the old traps, but it
is more humane. He said he spends a lot of time explaining how he ties his traps off to trees and
bushes. He said the advantage to that is a trapped animal will go under the tree or bush to lay down
and calm down. He said it’s a humane feature. He said if this is supported by the trapping
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community you will see a lot of benefits because it will be about more than just regulations,
trappers will add in the ethics & techniques that will address humane issues. He said if it isn’t
supported it won’t go over very well.

COMMISSIONER DREW MADE A MOTION FOR THE COMMITTEE TO RECOMMEND TO
THE FULL COMMISSION THAT THE COMMITTEE REQUESTS THE DEPARTMENT TO
MAKE A PRESENTATION AT THE JUNE MEETING ON POTENTIAL OPTIONS FOR
TRAPPER AND PUBLIC EDUCATION RELATED TO TRAPPING FOR FUTURE
CONSIDERATION. COMMISSIONER ROBB  SECONDED. MOTION  PASSED
UNANIMOUSLY.

Commissioner Drew said that the reason it was left very broad is because he agrees with John
Sullivan that the best way to do this is to get support from all parties involved. He said if the
Trappers Association had a suggestion on something that they think would work he would be all
ears. He said he isn’t looking to reinvent something if there is already something out there that
works. He said regardless education will go a long way in solving some of the problems that they
have.

Commissioner Robb said that he made some commitments to a few people and himself that he
would have something done before going off the Commission. He said he is throwing out a new
idea and maps he has derailed his own change. He said he would rather have the right answer than
a quick one. He said both sides can beat him with their ideas but when Commissioner Drew
opposed his motion and gave his rational thinking and gives him the reason why he knew he had to
push for something that works. He said he still believes that there needs to be areas with a shorter
trap check and that education has to be a part of those areas.

Commissioner Layne said she doesn’t have a problem with this but she is concerned that they are
talking about education separate from the maps for the time being although education may later be
included for those specific areas.

Commissioner Drew said that his motion is pretty open ended and is for exploring potential ideas to
implement education. He said in his mind the other discussion stands on its own.

Chairman McNinch agreed.

8% Possible Recommendation to Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners Regarding
Demerit Points Assessed for a Conviction(s) of Trapping on Private Property Without
Permission — Chairman McNinch — For Possible Action
The Committee will review and discuss current demerit points assessed for a conviction(s)
of trapping on private property without permission. The Committee may take action to
provide direction to staff or establish findings or recommendations to present to the Nevada
Board of Wildlife Commissioners.

Commissioner Robb said that he was frustrated and he expressed his frustration to some of the
Trappers Association members after the last committee meeting. He said he seems like they show
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up to meetings and it seems there is a new incident of people trapping on private property or
trapping someone’s dog. He said but this provision goes beyond that when people shoot ?? 5:43:20
and having the sheriff show up and say there isn’t much he can do about it. He said its hunting
fishing, and trapping because this regulation encompasses all three. He said he fully believes that
someone who can’t drive by a buck on private property or climbs over a fence and knowingly traps
on private property shouldn’t have a six demerit violation. He said he thinks there are some private
properties that would justify a six demerit violation because there isn’t a fence or you aren’t sure if
it’s a range fence. He said sometimes you can’t differentiate between a BLM range fence and a
private property fence. He said there is some private property incidents that are malicious that
should be addressed as a 12 point violation. He said Mr. Buonamici drafted up some things for the
changes suggested. He asked DAG Newton if there was a way to leave 503.240 as written as six
demerit points, and then add an additional one that says trapping on private property with malicious
or willful intent would be a 12 demerit point violation. " He said it would be game warden judgment
of whether the violator knew or didn’t know where he was and whether it is a six or twelve point

violation.

Mr. Newton said that you could change the regulation to read willful or intentional. He said there
are other regulations that have that sort of language.

Commissioner Robb said that is where he would like to go. He said he doesn’t think all of these
would be six point demerits but there are some violations that would more than justify a 12 point
demerit. He said it might keep the guy from taking that buck or setting that trap. He said we are

trying to change the thought process here.

Mr. Newton said if you added that language it would have very limited applicability. He said it is
very difficult to prove willfulness or intentionality. He said it would only be used in very rare
circumstances based on his experience with other regulations like that.

Commissioner Robb said shooting over a private property sign in the middle of the day would be a
willful act in his mind.

Deputy Attorney General Dave Newton said he isn’t saying it wouldn’t, it’s just harder to prove.
He said that Commissioner Robb was trying to address very specific and limited instances. He said
it’s the exception not the norm.

Chief Game Warden Buonamici said that with regards to that situation the standard in court is to
prove beyond reasonable doubt that the crime occurred. He said willful is retained for a felony or
gross misdemeanor crimes. He said you can use willful on misdemeanors but you must specifically
state it. He said that we will be proving in court that the individual did hunt, trap, or fish on private
property without permission. He said they don’t have to prove they willfully did that, even though
there is a bit of that that enters into it. He said with regards to that, it then becomes a judgment call
on the game warden and the Commission when the revocation hearing comes up. He said it can be

done but it’s not an easy thing to do.
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Commissioner Robb said that it would be the exception but that there are instances that would
warrant that exception. He said just knowing that is out there, it might keep a guy a little more
honest.

Deputy Attorney General Newton said that after doing a search there is already similar language in
these regulations, like a felony for intentionally killing a big game animal. He said that language is
already within that section.

Ira Hansen said that in 1995 he wrote the demerit system and it was passed by the Nevada
legislature so he is very familiar with its provisions, intentions and how effective it has been for 19
years. He said the Wildlife Commission is not made up of judges. He said an individual is sighted
for these things have a right to a trial in front of a judge. He said that the judge then listens to all
the facts and the judge will impose a penalty if they are found guilty. He said afier a judge has done
that you can send them to jail, fine them $10,000, or give them community services. He said judges
even have the ability to suspend your right to hunt, fish, or trap. He said the reason the scales of the
demerit system is the way it is to make sure there is some kind of middle ground. He said
Commissioner Robb pointed out that you can’t apply in every single case because there are
variations for the exact same demerits. He said they shot forthe middle ground and that is why it’s
there. He said his experience with the words willful and intentional, is that they always think you
are doing it willfully and intentionally. He said he would strongly suggest the committee does is
that these administrative type things don’t even belong, they belong in front of a judge. He said
that’s where you need to impose the penalties. He said to add an additional layer by sending
someone to the Wildlife Commission; in most cases people don’t know anything about it. He said
it is a shock after paying all their fines, to find out there is another whole layer to go through. He
said that is why there is a safety feature built into it. He said he had an experience with the
department, took it to the legislature and said there was an abuse of authority, and to prevent that
they came up with the demerit system. He said he sat down with Chairman Brown, he got
appointed to the committee, and set this whole thing up. He said if there is a consistent problem
perhaps the demerits don’t act as enough of a deterrent. He said all these things already have
tremendous levels of penalties built in. He said he would suggest that after 19 years to leave it
alone. He said there hasn’t been a big expansion in these violations that we need to come up with
new grounds to punish people administratively. He said all of that should be left up to a court of
law.

Trish Swayne said that Nevada is a state that is very interested in the rights of a private property
owner. She said to have your property invaded or your animals injured in this manner definitely
deserve a strong penalty. She said it was her understanding that the case in (word??? 5:55:36)
county that there was a choice given to the people involved whether they wanted to pursue civil
penalties or whether they wanted to pursue wildlife penalties. She said she is confused by that.

Joel Blakeslee asked if there is a statute that says you have to sign or identify your property as
private. He said that would something of interest for him before he took a stand one way or the
other. He said based on what Ms. Swayne and Mr. Hansen said he suggested layering things. He
said there would be a wildlife violation, trespassing violation, and a civil violation. He said a big
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buck has a dollar amount already affixed to it. He said he feels there could be as many as three
violations for the example Commissioner Robb brought up.

Commissioner Robb said that he learned a lot a couple weeks ago at a hearing that took up most of
the morning of a Commission meeting. He said when there are multiple violations only the highest
demerit point violation will stick. He said they don’t stack on top of each other when it’s a single

event.

Mr. Blakeslee said he isn’t talking about wildlife violations, he said the sheriff could write you a
trespassing violation, etc. He said he tends to agree with Ira. He said wants to go back to what is
happening on the other side of the equation. He asked if the land owner has any responsibility to

post.

Chairman McNinch said that he believes there is a posting requirement. He said four or five
legislatures ago there was something the ranchers were highly involved in and it boiled down to

marking the fences with orange fluorescent paint.

Mr. Blakeslee said that is the way Montana is.

Chairman McNinch said it would then be up to the individual to determine which side of the fence
they are on.

Mr. Blakeslee said there is a lot of private land in Nevada that isn’t fenced in. He said 80-90% of
the places with water in the desert are private. He said he is a realtor so he understands maps and
private ground. He said there are whole valleys that are private, but you may not know it. He said
he is concerned for guys getting hammered.

Commissioner Robb said that he agrees with both Mr. Hansen and Mr. Blakeslee. He said he will
defer to Mr. Newton and ask a question on whether it is left up to the judge. He said they can be
cited with 12 demerit points but when you go in front of the judge and he only has six demerit
points in his toolbox. He said if the judge has in his toolbox the discretion to go to either six or 12
demerit points, then it is up to him what they are penalized with.

Mr. Blakeslee asked what is a buck is worth. He said there is a number riding on it.

Deputy Attorney General Newton said there is another way to look at it. He said as a prosecutor he
can’t argue to judge whether it was willful or intentional and therefore should result in the
revocation of someone licensed. He said he doesn’t have it available. He said as a prosecutor he
would like that to be in his tool box. He said he doesn’t want people to get hammered but by the
same token someone who would shoot a buck over a fence would be considered more egregious.
He said as a prosecutor he has to make the same recommendation to the judge in any case.

Mr. Blakeslee said to look at some of the hunt units and see how much of these areas are private
land. He said that it would really affect a lot of deer hunters.
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Commissioner Robb pointed out that the whole front of Peavine Mountain is private and you would
never know that. He said he is trying to say leave it for six demerits points for the ordinary
mistakes. He said he thinks Mr. Blakeslee would agree that there are cases where they are doing
some real wrong that outweigh a six demerit point violation.

Mr. Blakeslee said yes but then you get it to the point where it goes too far and people start
lawyering. ...

Commissioner Robb said it isn’t up to the committee it is up to a judge or a jury.

Chief Buonamici said that Mr. Newton can correct him if he is wrong but NRS 501.816 demerit
points have to be assessed by the department and would have to change things to allow a judge to
assess them. He said there are other ways judges can implement the same result by putting an
individual on probation and a condition of probation is they can’t hunt, fish, or trap for a period of
time.

Deputy Attorney General Newton said that is his understanding and that the demerit point are a
creature of the Commission and NDOW. He said a judge can order someone that they can’t hunt
for a specific amount of time but it doesn’t tie into the demerit points. He said it isn’t uncommon at
all for there to be criminal actions but once that is resolved it results in an administrative penalty
being assessed for the same thing. He said he has two cases currently that are administrative in
nature but he is waiting for the criminal charges to flush themselves out. He said the administrative
agency will follow up against the license if those criminal charges are proven to be true.

Chairman McNinch said that is one of the things he has noticed being on the Commission over the
years. He said some of these appeals are handled in court and then they receive a letter stating that
they have a suspended license for three to five years because there are the administrative codes that
apply to convictions. He said if it pushes them over that limit and lose their hunting license they
often come to the Commission and there is no resolution from the Commission because it is a court
conviction and they don’t have the authority to overturn it. He said that people don’t understand
when they have a conviction they still have to deal with the consequences on this end of it. He said
over time he would like to see it cleaned up, but these people have put themselves in these positions
so he has a little less sympathy. He said if you are setting traps you better have a good idea where
you are putting them. He said that doesn’t fall out of the requirements that state law might have in
regards to notifying people of private property.

Commissioner Drew said in his line of business they do a lot of mapping and some of which is
private ownership. He said there are parts of the state that make it difficult to determine if you are
on public or private land. He said he is a little uncomfortable with going to the 12 at this point
because it is a loose law opens to interpretation.

Commissioner Robb said that he only wants 12 in the most malicious acts. He said he would like to
have to regulations, keep the six as it is but give the game warden and the judge the tool box to
make it a 12 point violation for someone who deserves it. He said he understands that you can’t tell
a range fence from a property fence in the middle of Nevada.
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Commissioner Drew said that he would need more of a definition to define willful.

John Sullivan said he has the same train of thought as Commissioner Drew. He said it seems like
the problem hasn’t been completely defined. He said he agrees that the egregious violators should
be dealt with. He said he isn’t sure the problem has been adequately defined in his mind especially
with trapping. He said if there has been someone who nailed a 40 inch buck and his reasoning is
because it was only six demerit points, then we would have grounds to address. He said right now
the problem is hypothetical. He said it would be better if he had a more convincing reason for
change. He said the tendency for abuse would go the other way. He said as Mr. Buonamici said all
acts are at least slightly willful. He said it is just trouble to make a decision at this time because he
would like to see more of a definition of the problem.

Chief Game Warden Buonamici said another option would be if there was a letter from the judge
recommending the person be charged with a 12 demerit point violation,
Chairman McNinch asked if that was part of the conviction process.

Chief Game Warden Buonamici said yes they wouldn’t be assessing they would just be
recommending. He said therefore they wouldn’t need an NRS change.

Deputy Attorney General Newton said it is certainly a work around. He said you would still have
to have that availability listed somewhere in the regulation so that they knew they could submit a

letter.

Chief Game Warden Buonamici said yes they could do that in a regulation, as opposed to NRS.

Commissioner Robb said he understands Commissioner Drew and John Sullivan apprehension
going forward on this. He said he is comfortable with what he is proposing because in the end it
isn’t up to the Commission or the department. He said even if the department recommends a 12
point violation the judge can decide if he thinks it is more of a six point violation. He asked Mr.
Newton if the committee can recommend whatever they want but it’s up to the judge to enforce it.

Deputy Attorney General Newton said based on the scenario Commissioner Robb is giving the
Judge would have to determine if it is willful or intentional for the 12 to be available. He said if
there was no such finding then the department wouldn’t have the ability to assess 12, they would

have to go with six.

Chairman McNinch said he feels like they aren’t meeting in the middle on this. He asked if a court
has the ability to assess demerit points.

Deputy Attorney General Newton said he doesn’t believe so because the statute puts that power in
the Commission or the department’s hands. He said the judge can make a parallel ruling, like
suspending the use of a firearm for two years, which in theory suspends your hunting license. He
said he doesn’t believe a judge can do that based on demerit points.
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Chairman McNinch said he felt like it was a little gape because they are depending on the court to
make it a six or 12 point violation and they don’t do that. He said the assessment of demerits is a
result of what happens in court.

Deputy Attorney General Newton agreed.

Chairman McNinch said that once they have been assessed those demerit points then the
department would go through a process of sending out notifications via certified mail. He said the
appeals process then goes through the Commission to verify that proper procedures were followed
in taking their license away. He said he is thinking of an incident where two guys were on an ATV
and both got nailed with the same violation. He said one of the guys went in and pleads guilty
because he wanted to be done with it. He said the Commission said he had to get a letter from the
judge before they would reinstate his license. He said there was some interaction with the judge,
but just opposite of what did occur. He said the judge said that he was just in the wrong place at the
wrong time and probably isn’t worth taking his license away from him.

Chief Game Warden Buonamici said if we want to accomplish what Commissioner Robb is trying
to accomplish is to add another one that if it says in the court record that it is willful then it is a 12
point violation. He said the prosecutor can argue in court to ask the judge to include that in the
court record.

Chairman McNinch said that the decision is being made there and then the department can send a
letter that the demerit points have been assessed.

Commissioner Robb asked if the discussion had changed Commissioner Drew’s mind.

Commissioner Drew said not at this time. He said he would have to see it in writing and have it
explained to him a little more. He said he sees the intent but he is struggling with how it would be
implemented.

Commissioner Robb said that if he makes a motion today he would have ample time to see it in
writing and then make a final decision before the June meeting.

Commissioner Drew said that is completely understood and he said it will depend on how the
motion is worded.

COMMISSIONER ROBB MADE A MOTION THAT HUNTING, FISHING, OR TRAPPING ON
PRIVATE PROPERTY WITHOUT PERMISSION (503.240) STAY AT SIX DEMERIT POINTS
BUT MAKE AN ADDITIONAL HUNTING, FISHING, OR TRAPPING INCLUDING A
WILLFUL ACT OF DOING SO WITHOUT PERMISSION A 12 DEMERIT VIOLATION WITH
WHATEVER 503 NUMBER THE DEPARTMENT OR LCB ASSIGNS TO
THAT. COMMISSIONER LAYNE SECONDED. MOTION PASSED 3 TO 2. MR. SULLIVAN
AND COMMISSIONER DREW OPPOSED.
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Commissioner Drew said he is going to vote in opposition because he needs to understand what will
constitute a willing violation. He said maybe the department can come up with a definition of what

would constitute that.

Chairman McNinch said that he isn’t sure they could have that discussion because he understands
that decision is made by the court. He said that Mr. Newton was nodding in agreement. He said
the concept of willful would be someone going out, seeing private property, seeing a huge bobcat
on the other side of the fence, and jumping the fence to set a trap on the other side. He said it
would be the court that would decide that.

Commissioner Drew said that he understood that he isn’t comfortable with it. He said he isn’t sure
if he just isn’t looking at it right or what, but he said if it comes out of committee then he will have

another opportunity to look at it.

Chairman McNinch said that makes him the swing vote but he does think it is worth some
discussion. He said he has some of the same concerns as John Sullivan and Commissioner Drew.
He said it’s difficult to get into this willful stuff, but by the same token they need to send a really
strong message that they need to honor these rules. He said today we are talking about trapping, but
it could be in other areas. He said he would support the motion in the fact that it is worth more
discussion. He said we know what our concerns are and maybe we can get them looked at at the

Commission level.

9 Possible Recommendation to Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners Regarding
Demerit Points Assessed for a Conviction(s) of Failure to Visit a Trap(s) Within
Required Timeframes — Chairman McNinch — For Possible Action
The Committee will review and discuss current demerit points assessed for a conviction(s)
of failure to visit a trap(s) within required timeframes. The Committee may take action to
provide direction to staff or establish finding or recommendations to present to the Nevada
Board of Wildlife Commissioners.

Commissioner Robb said he looked through other demerit points and there are situations where if
you take over the limit of fish then you are assessed demerit points but if you take double the limit
then you are assessed more demerit points. He said that follows you throughout many laws such as
speeding in your car. He said under that scenario and with part of the hearing that was had at the
last Commission meeting it was more than painful. He said he thinks there are some violations
when it comes to trapping and visitation he doesn’t think they should all fall under the same demerit
points. He said if you are two hours late he said that would be understandable, but if you are ten
days late it’s not the same situation. He said that should have a different punishable mark. He said
what you see proposed is 0-24 hours would be a six demerit violation, 24-48 would be a nine point
violation, and 48 or more would be a 12 point violation. He said those are just starting points but he
does think there needs to be a ratcheting system. He said he thinks it could change some habits and

make people think about the consequences.

Ira Hansen said that he is the author of the demerit system which has worked fine for 19 years. He
said the first thing he wants to reflect is that they are looking for a solution to a problem that doesn’t
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exist. He said the numbers for those that didn’t properly visit is between two and six violations per
year. He said the current system is working fine. He said they don’t need to keep punishing people
because the committee has had a bad experience with Clint Felton in front of the Wildlife
Commission. He said he had a district attorney, a prosecutor, a public defender and his own
attorney and a judge made a decision in the end. He said that the demerit system is an average. He
said once you establish the extenuating circumstances, if you are over 48 hours you are revoked
regardless of the circumstances. He said that’s the demerit system is an average. He said on the
same principal that a person goes on a piece of private property and he didn’t intentionally break the
law there shouldn’t be a citation issued. He said some cases of criminal law has a strict liability but
most criminal law willfulness and intent is in it. He said if you are going to make a maximum
penalty for some guy that is two days late regardless of what the circumstances may be. He said a
judge will find them guilty but no matter what the circumstances their license is revoked. He said
he would strongly suggest that first there is no problem. He said if there is someone like Mr. Felton
who is a trouble maker then the judge can throw him in jail for six months, fine him $10,000, give
him a million community service hours or revoke his hunting and trapping privileges. He said
rather than punish every trapper in Nevada because you are mad at Mr. Felton realize the demerit
system is about averages. He said the Wildlife Commission isn’t made up of lawyers and judges
and there are reasons courts. He said that is the American system. He said once you have those
demerits assigned some people don’t even realize there is that whole other layer. He said we are
giving so much aid and comfort to the prosecution side that we are overlooking some of the
extenuating circumstances. He said if you had a consistent pattern with misdemeanor cases then
maybe you would need to add another layer, but he said those cases don’t exist. He said the
numbers have been consistent and trappers are in compliance with state law. He said the total
number of trap violations is less than 1% of the total citation issued in the state. He said it seems
like today everyone who is a trapper is a horrible person and needs to get an extra layer of
punishment. He said it isn’t fair. The system works fine and if someone needs additional
punishment leave that up to the judge. He said the administrative side is not the place to add
additional penalties. He said to stop messing with the system every time there is a weird situation
like the Park or Felton situation.

Karen Tayloe said that she believes based on some of the science that has been brought in over the
last year from veterinarians she believes the animals do need to be protected from pain and
suffering. She said trappers need to be more responsible and if they can’t go to their trap they need
to have a backup plan. She pointed out that if you can’t go to your job you always have a backup
plan. She suggested making that part of trapper education.

Joel Blakeslee said he would tell a story about some things that happened to him this winter. He
said he suffering from pneumonia and has been for about three months. He said he is starting to
cough because he hadn’t taken his medication. He said he spent a night with the fevers and shivers
and got up the next day. He said a friend of his, Larry Johnson, asked if he could accompany him
to his trap line that day because he had an acquaintance from Russia with him. Mr. Blakeslee told
him that he was going to camp. He said they got into the Smoke Creek area and Mr. Blakeslee told
Mr. Johnson about an old gravesite, they decided to explore. He said it was probably the one day
all winter that they had mud. He said they ran a (word??? 6:33:22) through their tire. He said they
tried to change it in the mud but decided to try to move it up to Smoke Creek road before it went
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completely flat. He said they got up there and changed the tire in about an hour. He said his friend
locked his keys in his truck. Mr. Blakeslee said that he told him they were going to check the traps
in that area and he would then drive him to get keys for Mr. Johnson’s truck. He said they went to
Costco to get two new tires since he didn’t want to drive to the Oregon border without a spare tire.
He said by the time they got the tires it was the afternoon and his plans had been changed
immensely by things that weren’t really in his control. He said he could have gone and spent all
night in the condition that he was in. In retrospect maybe that is what he should have done. He
said he started pulling traps two to three weeks before the end of the season because he physically
couldn’t do it. He said he had another friend with him at the end of the season and he almost passed
out several times on little hills. He said that what you are proposing would have taken him out this

year and he would be done.

Brian Patterson, Fraternity Desert Big Horn, said he wanted to echo what Mr. Hansen said. He said
he feels like the committee is trying to come up with a solution when there is no problem. He said
if you only have 2-6 infractions a year it seems ridiculous that you would have to change anything.
He said he would also like to know how many trespass citations would have accompanied agenda
item eight. He said before you start changing rules, you need to have a problem. He said it is
another opportunity to give away your rights and dignity in terms of what you are trying to

accomplish.

Chairman McNinch asked what rights are being taken away associated with not checking traps on
time.

Mr. Patterson said you are giving more demerits for something that’s already on the books. He said
SB213 that created this committee was just to address and discuss trapping issue, it didn’t require
that any action be taken. He said that should be one of the items on the table, no action at all. He
said he hasn’t seen that in the six hours of sitting here. He said we have been trapped in this room
discussing things that current regulations and policies already address everything that is on the

agenda today.

Trish Swayne said that when she looks at the current law she said visitation is different than the
penalties for trapping on private property. She said this section two of NAC 501.200 where they
are assessed three demerit points where as the others are six. She said she doesn’t understand the

difference.

Chairman McNinch said he wasn’t sure he could address her question fully and asked her to re-
explain.

Ms. Swayne said if you look at section two of the law you will see that a person who is convicted of
committing a wildlife violation that does not appear in the schedule set forth in section one will be
assessed three demerit points. She said it’s in a different category than the other violation being
discussed. She doesn’t understand why it is three demerit points and the others are six.

Mr. Hansen said he could answer that question. He said that all the demerit points went through a
committee that himself, Mr. Bounamici, and Steve Albert were on. He said it went through the full
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Commission process. He said they went through every single one of those numbers and pretty
much remained in place. He said it was based on the wardens recommended bail amount, so the
small amounts were three demerits appoints, $250-$500 is six points and then if it was $500-$1000
it was nine and then the gross misdemeanors would be the 12 point demerits. He said Mr.
Blakeslee would have been revoked for three years if this new policy were in place, he said that
doesn’t really seem fair. He said in spite of his intentions he would have been revoked by a judge.
He said he strongly suggests that they leave those decisions to the judges because they have the
ability to weight those things.

Mike Reese, Southern Nevada Coalition for Wildlife, said that one item that hasn’t been brought up
or defined is if a trapper has ten traps out and he is late to the first one that makes all of his traps
late. He asked if it is the case it a violation per trap or is it per day. He said he isn’t a trapper but it
sounds like a trapper takes a risk if they set more than four out. He said Commissioner Robb said
that at this point whether you are two hours or two days it is the same penalty. He said two
meetings ago Mr. Blakeslee pointed out that if you are ticketed on one trap but you have more out,
you are going to turn around and go back ‘home because you don’t want that game warden
following you to the next trap. He said that he thinks that needs to be clarified on that.

Commissioner Robb said he is going back to the hearing they just had and he believes it would be
seen as one incident. He said you don’t compound you only take the violation with the highest
amount of demerit points. He said so if you are late on your first one, you are just late on the whole
line. He said it’s not three points per trap.

Mr. Reese said he would agree with that but asked if that was written or defined somewhere.

Chief Game Warden Buonamici said in regards to per event it is in NAC & NRS already. He said
they have had cases where it would be a visitation violation and a trapping without permission on
private property, so the private property without permission is six demerit points so it would be
applied to their record even though there were two violations on that same day.

Mr. Reese asked if a trapper has traps spread across two game wardens territories how does anyone
know that they were already cited by the other warden.

Chief Game Warden Buonamici said there is some discretion with the term event and it has been
discussed with the prosecutors. He said if you were to poach four deer throughout the day, he said
very few prosecutors would call that one event. He said with a trap line they have run into where it
crosses county boundaries and a prosecutor has said that it is two events. He said they work with
the prosecutors on those kinds of decisions.

Mr. Reese said some of that could be solved if they went forward with trapper education.
Mr. Hansen said that Clinton Felton was ten days late on his trap line and it passed through Nye
County, Eureka County & Lander County. He said although it was technically one trap line, all

three district attorneys decided that it was multiple events. He said he had his license revoked back
then, but again it’s one renegade going against everyone else. He said the reason they did they
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event is to avoid ticket stacking. He said if they did that then you could get 12 demerits in one
incident. He said to avoid out of control wardens they can only be punished with the violation that
has the largest amount of demerit points. He said however when there are egregious events like
trapping throughout three counties, in spite of that the three district attorneys as well as the judge
agreed that it was not one event and they revoked his license back in the late 90’s. He said he
wanted to clarify the incident thing because that was a protection from over-zealous law

enforcement.

Amy Werner said she has a couple concerns on the demerits and education all together. She said
she didn’t hunt until she was married with children. She said she took her hunter’s safety course
and in that course that if you are out there mistakes happen and if you make a mistake you should
report it. She said her fourth year of hunting she made a mistake and she called the game warden as
soon as she got into range. She said she got a hold of the game warden through the sheriff’s office
since it was after hours. She said she received the same demerits as the guy next to her who did it
wrong and was caught. She said her thoughts are as a trapper you are going to teach them the same
things. She said it’s a conflict of interest. She said she doesn’t know where the fine line for people
who have intentionally did it. She said if she had done something wrong she would have gone
home and tried to hide it. She said she didn’t do something intentionally wrong so she turned it in
and she was just told that it was the same as if she didn’t intentionally did it. She said the game
warden was trying to do his job by the law and she was trying to do what was right by the law and
she received the same punishment. She said keep in minds those situations, demerits sound great
but you aren’t thinking of the ins and outs. She said there were thirty people in the party and all of
them thought we were doing the correct thing that day. She said they all wondered why they would
turn themselves in if they are treated like criminals at the end of the day. She said mistakes happen.
She said she knows there is a fine line but would like that remember when considering the demerit
system. She said to also keep in mind that everyone interprets the law differently, even game

wardens.

Commissioner Robb said that he has heard a couple times, that this is a solution looking for a
problem because there are two or four citations. He said that shouldn’t really matter because
nobody is doing it. He said you could be two minutes late and get 12 demerit points. He said what
you are telling me is it is an inconsequential event. He said if you told me that he would lose his
hunting privileges for the rest of his life if he shot a bighorn sheep out of season he would???
6:50:48. He said if you told me I would lose my hunting privileges for shooting seven chukar when
the limit is six, he said he would self impose a five bird limit. He said the argument to do this
because it doesn’t happen doesn’t work because if it didn’t happen why are we arguing about it. He
said that is his argument and you can laugh about it if you want. He said if it doesn’t happen then
prove it, otherwise change the demerit points and it won’t happen.

John Sullivan said that Commissioner Robb lost him because no one was saying it didn’t happen,
they are just saying it happens very rarely. He said his take on this is the punishment must fit the
crime. He said going to 12 demerit points for one violation is extreme. He said reasonable things
happen, he said if a person’s truck breaks down, they get deathly ill, or the weather can be a factor
since trapping is in the middle of winter. He said you may set traps on a sunny day and within 96
hours there is four feet of snow drifting and it’s extremely dangerous, yet trappers are compelled by
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law to go check their traps. He said it isn’t like hunting, if it’s a blizzard you can stay in camp and
play cards. He said reasonableness must apply here. He said the evidence that he is hearing is that
the violations happen so rarely that the reasonableness is already happening. He said those rare
instances seem to fit when a person would have pneumonia or run into severe weather. He said it
Just seem like there is a problem out there that warrants making these changes. He said he thinks 12
demerit points is severe and he doesn’t see the justification based on what he has heard here and his
years of experience in the field. He said he got sick last year and had to go out there. He said there
have also been dangerous days he shouldn’t have gone out there due to weather. He said the
demerit system should reflect the reality of what people are dealing with out there.

Commissioner Layne said that she finds it curious that you have to get back to the traps in 96 hours
and the trappers wait 96 hours to get back to their traps. She said it seems to her that you could
always go back within 72 hours if you are starting to not feel well. She said she finds it curious
because there have been prior discussions that no one waits 96 hours to check their traps yet that’s
what the trappers are saying right now. She said if you do wait the 96 hours you are going to run
into those problems.

John Sullivan said that is a very good point. He said as his significant other will attest to, some sets
they check every 24 hours and some are checked 48 hours and some 96 hours. He said he tries his
best to get out there if he sees weather coming. He said he checks it constantly because it is a big
thing to get stuck out there when weather is coming in. He said trappers do that and people play the
odds with the weather. He said he can’t tell you how many times the weather turns out differently
than what he had checked the day before. He said you can do your best to check them early and he
thinks people are, but even with that said sometimes these circumstances get you like weather and
illness. He said reasonable people do their best to get out there but sometimes they still are late, get
a $500 fine and six demerit points and they accept that. He said but to get 12 demerit points and
lose your license he said that can really hurt those that make their living at this. He said he just
thinks it’s a little severe.

Commissioner Robb said that after these discussions he agrees with John Sullivan. He said he can
see 6. 9, and 12 being excessive but with that said a three demerit point violation doesn’t really fit
the crime. He suggested taking everything over 48 hours as a six demerit point violation instead of
his earlier suggestions.

John Sullivan asked for confirmation that a trap check over 48 hours late would be a six demerit
point violation the first time.

Commissioner Robb said that was correct.

John Sullivan said that sounds more reasonable but he would be curious to see what the public
thought. He said that it does sound much more reasonable than clobbering someone on the first

offense.

Commissioner Robb said that believe me when this was put together he never thought it would get
out of the committee the way it is written. He said that he believes there was cause enough for
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discussion. He said after the last discussion of a willful act he said he can understand weather, flat
tires, and being sick that make you 48 hours late. He said when you start getting in excess of 48
hours late he said he thinks you are running into a different element that constitutes a higher

demerit point at that point.

Chairman McNinch said that he agrees with Commissioner Robb. He understands that things do
happen that are out of our control, but he wants to at least say trapping is a choice. He said there is
a commitment to it. He said there is a balancing act and we are trying to find that balance for those
people who truly do have things that happen in their life. He said it is a choice and we all make
commitments, trap lines are a big commitment. He said he doesn’t disagree that hammering
someone with 12 demerits over something honest may be excessive. He said at the same time he
wants to focus on getting those bad seeds out of the equation which will also help trappers in the

end.
John Sullivan asked if they would open it back up to public comment.
Chairman McNinch said they already had but would go ahead and open it back up.

Mr. Buonamici said that it makes no difference what is decided on demerit points because in his
mind it would make no difference. He said he can’t think of one incident where a trapper called
with extenuating circumstances that they were late and the wardens issued a citation. He said
maybe some of the long time trappers know of an incident but he doesn’t.

Deputy Attorney General Newton said that before they go back to public comment he wanted to
throw in one more possibility. He said you have already set up one area where the trap check is one
calendar day and another area where it is 96 hours. He said from a legal standpoint he said it would
bother him if he was 48 hours late on a 96 hour check and received the same penalty as he would if
he were 48 hours late on a one calendar day trap check area. He said if you go 85 in a 55mph zone
you would get a different ticket than if you were going 60 in a 30mph zone. He said there is a
difference in what is required in the 96 hour and one calendar day area. He said if you were going
to go that direction he might suggest breaking the penalty up as well so there is a different penalty
for the one calendar day areas. He said it is just some food for thought.

Commissioner Robb said the calendar day has been discussed but he thinks it is going to be
discussed more with the educational portion included as well as some possible map changes. He
said he has thought about it other ways, like doubling whatever the trap check time is. So the one
calendar day area would have that penalty after two calendar days. He said he doesn’t want the 96
hour area to go for an additional 96 hours, he said one and a half times longer than the original trap
check is enough. He said but the one and half idea doesn’t really work for a calendar day check.

Ira Hansen said that with trappers in particular they are especially vulnerable to the doubling of the
penalties. He said if John Sullivan was one day late on one of his lines that would be one incident,
but that would most likely make him late for his next line as well. He said if a warden cited him on
his second line as well then John Sullivan would face a 12 point violation and the loss of his
license. He said if he is smart with the violation he will just abandon the second line all together

61



Trapping Regulation Committee
Draft Minutes — Las Vegas
April 5, 2014

and avoid the humiliation and loss of his license. He said he could face a judge and explain to him
that he was late on the first and therefore late on the second and since it was on two different days
its two different incidents. He said trappers (phrase??? 7:06:45). He said after many hours of
discussion that is why they came up with the current demerit system. He said as far as the point
that not many people do it, he said it is a very minor amount of violations but after hearing someone
you know personally describe a very real scenario, he would have lost his license. He said if Mr.
Blakeslee had a second line out that he checked the next day that same warden could have followed
him to the next trap, different event, double the penalties, and right back to the same problem that
we started with. He told the committee to leave the penalties to the judges. He said these cases of
rare but exceptionally bad behavior is punishing the good sportsmen out there. He said he would
strongly suggest rather than try to find solutions for rare or non-existent problem, to make avoid a
huge problem because of honest simple mistakes. He said Mr. Blakeslee is a good example of how
this could mushroom for a simple mistake. He said administrative penalties are assessed based on
the judges decision, without the ability to determine intent. He said Mrs. Werner got assessed with
all those point just like that. He said she was given the same amount of demerits as someone who
intentionally broke the law. He said he would strongly suggest leaving it as is.

Ryan Werner, Nevada Sportsmen Unlimited, said he hasn’t heard much of Mr. Buonamici’s
assessment of the need for this enforcement. He asked if it had been a problem for NDOW. He
said he knows that your first offense is six demerit points regardless of circumstances. He knows
that he will get there early next time, but he made the mistake once and if he makes it again his
license is gone. He said that we shouldn’t be penalized to the full extent of the law because you
don’t know if the judge or game warden is having a bad day. He said he knows they are
professionals but even when he has been checked while fishing there have been different stances.
He asked if we do not check traps will there be an additional penalty for an animal being in that
trap. He said he knows it is irrelevant but his family is building a guzzler for the wildlife tomorrow
at 4am so they would need to leave. He said his proxy is with the Southern Nevada Coalition for
Wildlife for his family and group.

Janet Little said that it looked to her that there is not that much of an issue with trappers not
checking their traps within the time frame. She said they have people who want them not to trap at
all. She said discussing these laws seems like a means to the end. She said that you have an honest
person who checks their line and it goes across counties you will have your license taken from you
because the legislature decided to pull rulings on administrative things. She said like Mr. Hansen
said leave the rulings with the judges.

Mr. Blakeslee said that this is hard to say but he is hearing things from the people in the bleachers
but not on the field. He said you are telling us you don’t want trappers close to town so they go 250
miles away. He said the chances of getting in trouble with something like this increase with
distance. He said anytime you compress time you compress distance and anytime you expand
distance you expand time. He said so you want us in town or do you want us not in town. He said
there was a lot of thought given when they did this just like the visitation thing which has made it
through eight legislatures. He said there have been dozens of legislatures that have heard this
before and he still isn’t sure why we are doing this. He said the potential to get someone that didn’t
have malicious intent far outweigh the possibility of getting a habitual criminal. He said if we want
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to talk about justice, the chances of hurting the good person is greater than hurting the bad person.
He said he wanted to give one other example where he would have potentially given his license up
in the 80’s. He said he was running a long coyote trap line on a 48 hour trap check. He said he did
not go to her funeral because he had a long trap line out. He said if he had that choice to do over
again he would have gone to his grandmother’s funeral. He said he has lived with that for 30 years.
He said there are things like that that happen. He said the guy on the field that is trying can get
whacked here. He said Mr. Hansen made a good point that you do cross county lines. He said if
you do go on a 48 or 72 hour check you still have a couple days ahead of you. He said the incident
that he just mentioned he thought he had caught all that he was going to catch. He said he had some
other traps that he had set more recently. He said he made the choice to go to the ones where he
thought he was going to catch something which were the furthest out. He said sometimes you have
to make that choice. He said the last thing he wanted to say is the potential to do bad stuff is a lot
greater and he doesn’t want the guys turning around and going home.

Brian Patterson, Fraternity Desert Bighorn, said that he wanted clarification on something. He said
in terms of demerit points if you have three or six demerits; he asked how long they stick with you.

Chief Game Warden Buonamici said 60 months.

Mr. Patterson said five years. He said if you catch your second offense in those five years that’s
when you really start getting banged.

Chief Game Warden Buonamici confirmed that was correct and after 60 months they start falling
off. He said so if you receive another violation 62 months after the first one, the first one falls off.

Mr. Patterson said that seemed more excessive than traffic violations because he said they drop off
after three years.

Chief Game Warden Buonamici said he believes that is correct.

Commissioner Robb asked how many demerits can be removed for taking hunters safety.

Chief Game Warden Buonamici said four.

Mike Reese, Southern Nevada Coalition, said that if he is hearing this correctly if it goes to six
demerits then if you violate two years in a row you are done.

Chairman McNinch said five years.

Mike Reese clarified that if he gets a violation and then the following year gets the same violation
then you have 12 demerits in two years. He asked so then you would lose your license for the next

five years.

Chief Game Warden Buonamici said if it is in a 60 month period and you get a six demerit
violation, take hunters safety would take you down to two demerits, then you get another six
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demerit violation would take you up to eight and then if you got another six demerit violation it
would send you over the 12 demerits.

Commissioner Robb said that under the scenario he is talking about it’s not just being late it’s being
over 48 hours late, so you would have to be late 48 hours plus two times in two years.

Chairman McNinch said that he understands things happen and the kick back that you just aren’t
giving anymore but he doesn’t understand why there is push back on penalties that help weed the
bad seeds out. He said 48 hours isn’t just the next day and if you are concerned about making your
time he suggested cutting back your trap line and staying out of two counties. He said those are
things you can do to manage them. He said people are asking for clarification now, but said that
people had to have that concern in the back of their mind that you can get cited in two different
counties. He said that isn’t anything new, he said it’s only an issue today because the penalties are
going to get stiffer today. He said his question is why. He asked why the committee wouldn’t
entertain the thought for making penalties more severe for violations.

Mr. Reese said to keep in mind that he isn’t a trapper and he is learning as he goes along which is
why these questions are coming to his mind. He said he is fighting hard for this because he is a
sportsmen and he understands the role that the trappers play. He said he doesn’t want those guys to
pay for that opportunity and get discouraged because as they come into the trapping field they
wonder why they should trap when they can get nailed so easily. He said they would sooner take
their chances in fishing. He said there are more fishing violations than trapping violations and
that’s why he is standing up for the trapper. He said he would like it to be perpetuated on a few
more generations so that people can continue trapping.

Commissioner Robb said there are a lot of fishing violations that are six demerit violations; he said
this is not out of the ordinary. He said there are a lot of six demerit violations.

Fred Voltz said that responsible people don’t play the victim card and they also don’t come up with
a litany of excuses, they would come up with an alternative. He said he has not heard that in all the
whining and extenuating circumstances on why they can’t do it. He said he wishes they would just
grow up and be responsible. He said if they are going to leave a lethal weapon out they need to be
responsible for it. He said if they can’t service 300 traps they shouldn’t have 300 out.

Commuissioner Layne said she is very frustrated with some of the comments that have been made.
She said it is a matter of having too long of a trap line and she doesn’t get why there are so many
people upset about this. She said they have 96 hours and may have 24 hours in some areas. She
said she is a little frustrated with this.

Commissioner Robb said that he has done his due diligence and listened to everyone in this room.
He said a lot of people know that he knows a ton of people statewide, has made phone calls, and
talked to a ton of trappers. He said probably in excess of 20 and he said none of them gave him
push back on increased penalty for violation of trap check times because they all said they are not
late. He said he is listening to everyone here but he said that they all know he does his homework

64



Trapping Regulation Committee
Draft Minutes — Las Vegas
April 5, 2014

before he comes to the meetings. He said six demerit points is extremely reasonable for being 48
hours late. He said unless somebody else has something he will make a motion.

COMMISSIONER ROBB MOTIONED THAT THE COMMITTEE INCLUDES A
REGULATION FOR TRAP VISITATION ANYTHING IN EXCESS OF 48 HOURS LATE
CARRIES A SIX DEMERIT POINT VIOLATION. COMMISSIONER LAYNE SECONDED
THE MOTION. MOTION PASSED 3 TO 1. MR. SULLIVAN OPPOSED THE MOTION.

John Sullivan said that he doesn’t doubt Commissioner Robb did his homework but he isn’t
convinced that they need any changes based on the preponderance of the testimony here today. He
said that Commissioner Robb started out on a pretty extreme measure and reduced that quite a ways
to where it is less extreme. He said even though it is less extreme he isn’t convinced that there is a
problem. He said he hears over and over again from the sportsmen, both hunters and trappers, that
the Commission keeps throwing more and more regulations and change after change at problems
that aren’t defined. He said he thinks that the number of violations that they do have for the
visitation law as written are so miniscule he doesn’t see a reason for changing it. He said at this
point he will vote against the motion as read.

Chairman McNinch said that he is supporting the motion for two reasons. He said the first reason
being is that he remains open to how they curtail that there are visitation issues. He said probably
more importantly he thinks that not checking your traps is what we have the problems for. He said
unattended traps that are beyond allowed trap times and he said they do create potential for
inhumane treatment. He said he thinks the committee has made a decision that 96 hours is tolerable
in some areas. He said it does create a potential problem and he is open to suggestions on how to
handle that. He said he still doesn’t understand all the concerns if everyone is compliant. He said if
you are going downhill the day you need to check your traps that at least there is a little time to get
it resolved, either getting someone out to help you or communicating with the department since

they have that openness.

Commissioner Robb commented after the vote was taken that people think by that motion and vote
people feel they are having something taken away from them. He said he hasn’t taken anything
away he is just asking people to do it in a proper and ethical manner.

Chief Game Warden Buonamici said that the following page after the trapping visitation that on
number three they suggested adding number two there when they were looking at the regulation.
He said a person that is convicted of committing a wildlife violation within 60 months after the
conviction for the same violation will be assessed double the amount of demerit points listed in the
schedules set forth in subsection one. He said so all the three point violations that are not in
subsection one do not double for a second conviction as it reads now. He said they are suggesting
adding section two which is including all the three demerit points. He said so if you are convicted
of a three demerit point twice in 60 months then that three demerit point on the second violation

becomes six demerit points.

Chairman McNinch asked Mr. Buonamici to help him understand.
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Chief Game Warden Buonamici said that this was not requested by the Commission, it is just a
glitch that was found during Mr. Felton’s case. He said with the four visitation violations they
aren’t listed under subsection one so they fall under subsection two. He said subsection three does
not include subsection two. He said he knows it is confusing but the bottom line is it is up to the
Commission and the people that the second violation within 60 months would be assessed double

the demerit points.

Chairman McNinch said that he doesn’t know (word??? 7:29:40). He said he didn’t see that so he
must have read right over it.

Commissioner Robb said that he understands where Mr. Buonamici is at, but he is reading the
agenda and doesn’t know if it fits in.

Chairman McNinch said that he is trying to keep the agenda straight and he thinks he understands
the importance of addressing it, but doesn’t think that today is the time.

Chief Game Warden Buonamici said no problem.
Chairman McNinch said that it is something they can bring back and discuss at another meeting.

10*  Definition and/or Interpretation of the Terms “close proximity” and “populated and
heavily used areas” as Used in Senate Bill 213 — DAG Newton/Chairman McNinch —

For Possible Action

The Committee may take action to define and/or interpret “close proximity” and “populated
or heavily used areas” as they relate to Wildlife Management Areas 262, 263, 266, 268 286
and any other wildlife management units within Clark County or portions thereof.

Chairman McNinch said that historically agenda ten and 11 seem to have the same discussions so
he would like to see if they can get through agenda item ten and largely have that discussion under
item 11. He asked Mr. Newton if they had that kind of latitude.

Deputy Attorney General Newton said if T understand you will handle the two items together.

Chairman McNinch said yes we’ll handle number ten under a formal process but he wants people to
know that they can and will be discussing those items under number 11.

Commissioner Layne said she is wanting to understand if they are going to have the DAG talk
about the issues in terms of close proximity in SB 213 or are they looking to go to number 11 and
actually talk about maps.

Chairman McNinch said his intent is to talk about all of it. He said in the past they have separated
the two so they can talk about defining close proximity and populated and heavily used areas. He
said what they tend to do is we do that under ten but then when they get to 11 they are repeating the
same conversation. He said they didn’t take it out in this case but can talk about close proximity
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and all that under item 11. He said then when you get to 11 you have built in some proficiencies.
He said he is basically saying they are so similar that you can talk about them together.

Chairman McNinch read the agenda item and confirmed that everyone had a map.

Commissioner Robb said Commissioner Layne is going to lead this discussion. He said he doesn’t
know how accurate his would be so he is going to have Commissioner Layne present her map.

Commissioner Layne said the map that is being proposed did not provide a colored map because it
is pretty simplistic. She said this is in line with the one day visitation, but not necessarily what she
agrees with. She said she would be pointing out a problem with the motion made in Elko. She said
it would cover 243, 271, 244, 267, 268, 272, 266, 265, 264, 263, 262, & 286. She said she included
all hunt units that are in Clark County with the exception of 286 which is already considered a no
trapping area. She said the issue that they have is the motion in Elko indicated that they maintain a
96 hour trap check outside of areas 26, 28, 19, 02, & 29. She said she assumes that would cover 24
& 27. She said that is the issue she sees. She said she just read all the hunt units in Clark County
and those units that have a portion in Clark County with the exception of the ones that already say
no hunting is allowed. She said she thinks it is pretty clear based on the last few meetings that have
been had that there are conflicts. She said it’s not just about dogs in traps, it’s about people taking
traps, etc. She said are there some areas that would be considered rural in Clark County but she
said there are over 2 million people in Clark County and over 33 million visitors a year. She said if
we think the conflicts are going to decrease in the next 5-10 years as the economy comes back she
thinks they are pitting themselves. She said she is attempting to do by proposing the map an effort
is being made to try to deal with some of the issues so we can resolve some of the conflicts in Clark

County.

John Sullivan asked Commissioner Layne is proposing that all of these units, the whole county, be
changed from 96 hours and be subject to a daily trap check.

Commissioner Layne said that was correct.

John Sullivan asked if the basis was because of user group conflicts. He asked how many conflicts
there had been in 243, 271, 244, 272, 265, 264, & 263.

Commissioner Layne said that she wanted to remind him that when he looked at area 272 John
Sullivan indicated that he thought trapping wasn’t allowed in the recreation area. She said she
would say that a lot of trappers may not have been trapping in that area assuming that it’s not
allowed. She said she thinks they would all agree that that is a very big recreation area and gets a

lot of outside user.

John Sullivan said he didn’t mention 272. He said he wants to know how many conflicts there have
been because this area covers ten different mountain ranges that are used by nobody except by
sheep hunters and trappers. He said 243, 271, 244, 272, 265, 264, & 263 have no conflict in this
area. He said if we are basing this on conflicts he wants to know what conflicts she is talking about.
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Commissioner Layne said this is the problem she is having. She said under the proposal that John
Sullivan has made he is indicating that none of this area should be changed from 96 hours.

John Sullivan said that was correct.

Commissioner Layne said that so John Sullivan is saying that everything should be 96 hours
including the illegal firearms discharge area where a good chunk of the population lives currently
and they are experiencing conflict issues. She said when she spoke with people in that area
regarding predators taking Ferrell cats in that area, which seems to be an issue with trappers, she
told them to call NDOW and they will come out to trap the coyote. She said you know what they
don’t like that idea. She said she is trying to deal with how to handle this issue. She said we can
obviously not continue to provide 96 hour visitation in this area because it is so highly populated.
She said if John Sullivan has a problem then he needs to give her an alternative. She said she put
this out there because they have to have something to discuss. She said they are coming to a point
that they have to have something to present to the Commission and she doesn’t think that it can be
they aren’t going to do anything. She said let’s discuss this hunt unit by hunt unit or start with the
illegal firearms discharge area.

John Sullivan said that he agrees that is a good way to look at it. He said the firearms discharge
area which encompasses large parts of 268, 286, 262, 263, 266, & 269 said he would agree with.
He said but when you go to 243 & 271, the Mormon mountains, the Meadow Valley range, up by
Beatty and Searchlight said they are getting so far afield from close proximity and populated areas.
He said the firearms discharge area would be up for discussion, but when you throw in the whole
county it’s not consistent with the law. He said it defies definitions of close proximity.

Commissioner Layne said to keep moving if John Sullivan is willing to discuss those areas. She
asked about area 262 where conflicts are occurring and one of the reasons they attempted to deal
with problems when they looked at the Mt. Charleston area. She said this Spring Recreation area is
where a lot of the conflicts are occurring.

John Sullivan said he agrees that this area has been discussed but his view is it was addressed with
SB226. He said it closed every trail and campground and closed proximity to townsites, and
basically all the areas where there were conflicts just a year ago with SB226. He said they haven’t
taken time to see if those changes have or will reduce conflicts. He said he agrees there were
conflicts in 262 but he thinks it has been addressed. He said a lot of trappers supported that.

Commissioner Layne said she wanted to point out that they were not closing down area 262. She
said this is about having a one calendar day visitation. She said this area is in proximity to the
illegal firearms discharge area where most of the area exists. She said she thinks john Sullivan
would agree that there have been conflicts outside of the areas that were closed to trapping.

John Sullivan said that they have repeatedly heard from the trappers on what the 24 hour means to
them. He said to get to the Northern end and back into some of these areas on a daily basis is
virtually impossible. He said it means a closure basically, because it takes 8-9 hours to get into
some of these areas. He said Clark County is harder access than some of the northern counties. He

68



Trapping Regulation Committee
Draft Minutes — Las Vegas
April 5, 2014

said some of these roads will destroy your vehicle with how rough they are. He said if you were to
say 24 hours in some of these areas the trappers would have to equate it to a closure.

Commissioner Layne said she is not talking 24 hours, she is talking about one calendar day. She
said to her understanding that would be longer than 24 hours based on when you set the traps down.

John Sullivan said he would like to hear from the other people in the room that use these areas and
what they think. He said he brings the committee back to close proximity to a populated and
heavily used areas. He said he doesn’t have a problem addressing those types of areas, but he said

these vast areas of Clark County go beyond that.

Commissioner Layne asked to move to 286, which most of it is closed already. She said a lot of
that is within the illegal firearms area. She said some of this is being looked at for law enforcement
issues. She said you look at that white area in 286. She said also the illegal firearm discharge area
would be a one calendar day visitation. She said she is asking for comments on that so then we can

get public comment.

John Sullivan said the firearms discharge areas seems reasonable to him. He said he thinks it gets
the letter of the intent of law, but beyond that he doesn’t think so.

Commissioner Layne said 268 was the next area that was looked at. She said she knows there was
discussion about including the northern area, but she included the whole thing because her
understanding is there are a lot of utility roads through there. She said it would be difficult to figure
where the dividing line would be east to west given the mountain range that covers 268.

John Sullivan said that 268 covers the Muddy Mountains which has a very large sheep population.
He said that he would suggest that predator control done by private trappers is one reason they have
such a healthy sheep population in that area. He said it’s very inaccessible in some areas. He said
he opposes including the Muddy Mountains. He said he would agree with the purple area in 268
but not with the white area.

Commissioner Layne said that she wouldn’t call the sheep population in those mountains healthy
because there are some illness issues that will need to be addressed. She asked about 267. She said
they are having issues there and some of it is closed or limited to trapping. She said they would be
looking at the one calendar day in that area as well. She said the problem with some of the hunt
units it’s hard to separate some of the areas where you have limitations.

John Sullivan said that 267 has a lot of acreage that is presently closed and believes it should be left
that way. He said frankly most trappers thought that whole area was closed because it is in the
Lake Mead National Recreational Area. He said we were very surprised to learn there are some
areas that are’open. He said the areas depicted in purple and red are ok but the areas in white he

would have a problem with.

Commissioner Layne said she thinks if you look at the map, she said look at the map on your
computer and it is a better representation of the areas John Sullivan is talking about. She said that
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he is correct and since the trappers thought it was closed anyway, they are talking about a one
calendar day check so it is still open to the trappers.

Commissioner Robb said that this is an older map and he said the map they put out prior did not go
all the way up to area 254. He said it stopped at the Northern road that goes up to the Mt
Charleston area. He said at prior meetings they talked about using the firearms discharge area as
the southern border in 263 instead of pole line road. He said a lot of 286 is on the Desert National
Wildlife Refuge which most of it isn’t trappable. He said 269 is pretty much off limits already. He
said the red rock area is colored in also. He said 262 used the natural drainage as the boundary line.
He said this map is bigger than we had talked about it in prior meetings. He said he believes within
the shaded in area the educational component should apply. He said the mandatory indoctrination
type. He said if you trap in this area there should be additional educational requirements. He said
when he did the map for Northern Nevada he didn’t Commissioner Drew or John Sullivan to go
along with it because they didn’t feel it was fixing a problem. He said he would like to see that area
encompassed in an educational component. He said if he had the educational component as well as
an every other calendar day component he would support this map. He said he would support a
smaller map with every calendar day, but a larger map like this with every other calendar day.

John Sullivan asked what Commissioner Robb meant by every other calendar day.
Commissioner Robb said instead of every calendar day you have two days midnight to midnight.
John Sullivan asked if that included the educational aspect.

Commissioner Robb said yes it would.

Commissioner Layne said she had a bit of a problem with that because the calendar day is actually
longer than a calendar day and she said if you put two calendar days together then you probably
pretty close to 72 hours. She said what she would like to do with education with two calendar days
is something new. She asked if they could talk about the one calendar day and if they can’t get it
resolved then they will look at other areas. She said they are throwing new things in and it is
getting confusing. She said it is confusing in terms of these hunt units.

Commissioner Robb said he understands what Commissioner Layne is saying, that with two
calendar days it could sometimes go to 72 hours. He said it can only get to that 72 hours one time
and then it would be back down to a 48 hours for the next trap check. He said he is trying to fill
your area of concern. He said what is on the map is more than they had talked about previously.
He said the area of concern is growing but it would be every other calendar day.

Commissioner Layne said her concern continues to be all of hunt unit 262. She said Commissioner
Robb has only covered a portion of that. She said he hasn’t gone far enough to area 160. She said
she continues to be concerned about the idea of two calendar days because she said it wouldn’t
resolve anything for the most part.
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Commissioner Robb said 262 has Pahrump in it. She said if they took all of 262 and made it two
calendar days with an educational component, recognizing that a lot of people in Pahrump use both
sides of Mt. Charleston, he would like to get public comment on it. He said that expands the area a
whole lot more than what he was originally thinking. He said he thinks that Commissioner Layne is
saying that two calendar days doesn’t solve the problem, he feels that one calendar day is still
missing the problem in its entirety. He said the non-targets and companion animals are still going
to get trapped in one calendar day. He said he has heard many incidents where a companion animal
is caught in a trap, but he doesn’t hear a lot of stories where the owner doesn’t retrieve the animal
immediately. He said he thinks they need to stick with an education component and grow this area

than stick with one calendar day.

Commissioner Layne said she appreciates Commissioner Robb’s opinion, but she thinks the
problem as she sees it is that in Reno they passed a one calendar day motion and then to come to
southern Nevada and talk about two calendar days and extend the area. She said she doesn’t know
that will go over. She said she is having a problem with that.

Commissioner Robb said that he thought about adding areas in Northern Nevada for two calendar
days. He said by doing that he would have derailed his June 22" time frame. He said he believes
this is a better solution to reduce conflict, educate trappers, and have less companion animal
conflict. He said they have everything we are trying to accomplish here. He said he thinks they
should make it two calendar days in Northern and Southern Nevada even though it would void his
motion in Reno. He said he doesn’t think they are ready to go to the Commission because of the
discussion that was had about education. He said that will be a key factor in making this work the

right way.

Commissioner Layne said that the committee made the decision that they weren’t going to look at
96 hours statewide and that it was going to stay. She said she thinks that flys in the face of SB213,
but the committee made that decision. She said she understands the DAG’s concerns and the
committee would only look close proximity and congested areas. She said if you go with two
calendar days, she said you may have met the trappers demands. She said her sense is they are
leaning more towards dealing with the trappers issues rather than trying to deal with some of the
issues that have been expressed by the rest of the public. She said she is having a hard time
understanding Commissioner Robb’s views in Southern Nevada because of the population issues.
She said unfortunately there seems to be the belief that they will continue to grow even without
water. She said she is not convinced that they are going to solve the problem of conflicts. She said

it seems to be getting really jumbled.

John Sullivan said that in some ways it is. He said in Commissioner Robb’s defense he thinks the
education idea that came up in Reno has really thrown in a component that they weren’t talking
about previously. He said a lot of people did some work on that, there was a lively discussion, and
even some progress on that. He said if it is getting jumbled he feels like it is being jumbled in the
right direction. He said he thinks education if done right can bring a lot to the table, resolve a lot of
conflicts and be worthy of making changes. He said he thinks the educational component has

changed things.
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Commissioner Robb said he thinks it has complicated things because it wasn’t talked about sooner.
He said had they talked about it sooner they would be in the right place. He said Commissioner
Drew’s vote against him in Reno really forced him to self-evaluate when Commissioner Drew said
he didn’t think they were solving the problem. He said that trap could still be the same place and
catch the same animal, so how do we solve that. He said that self evaluation lead to increased
education. He said he does believe there is a need for some areas with shorter check times, but they
are putting additional constraints on trappers. He said if they want to be within that shaded area
they will have additional requirements to be in that area. He said he really believes it should be on
an annual basis because of new regulations, property changes, or new campsites on Mt. Charleston.
He said then everyone will be on the same playing field. He said if you want to trap outside that
area then it’s 96 hours and you don’t have to do a class every year, just a one time trappers
education course. He said if you want to be in that area though it is a different game and you have
to play a different way. He said he thinks it will reduce the amount of conflict. He said some
people won’t want to be in there so that is a reduction and those that stay will be better educated to
trap without conflict. He said he is trying to avoid conflict. He said as a Commissioner he knows
there are people on the other side of the aisle who look at the animal suffering. He said he does
recognize that but his concern is population as a whole. He said he looks at wildlife in a different
manner. He said that is the difference between the two sides. One views it as a population the
other views an animal as an individual. He said he is hoping he can make some movement to lessen
the conflict by talked about every other calendar day.

Paul Dickson said he represents Clark County CAB. He said that he keeps hearing there are 2
million people which he agrees with. He wants to know how many people recreate in the trapping
areas during trapping season. He said Mt. Charleston, Spring Mountain, & Cold Creek areas are
drastically reduced during that time. He said he believes the education of the much smaller
population of people is what we need to do. He’s not talking about people trapping in the height of
the summer or trapping on the ski hills up there. He said that has already been pushed away. He
said the trappers are trapping in trapping season. He said at that time of year it will be most
residents hiking off road up there. He said although there is a huge urban population down here he
said the recreation use of that mountain during trapping season is greatly reduced. He said we keep
talking about the two million-people like we are putting them all at risk all the time, but in reality
it’s just the populations in those areas during trapping season. He said that population can be
educated through media, NDOW, and other means.

Richard Pabst said that he is confused on one hand change is a challenge but the first thing they
heard aside from the agenda was a massive change. He said the entirety of Clark County is shaded
in. He said the problem is people wonder why they push. He said there are only a few of us here
who have any faith that there isn’t a large group of folks on the Commission who really aren’t
looking the issue we are discussing. He said they are looking at how is that issue manipulated to
the furtherance of the overall goal. He said the overall goal is to put the sportsmen of Nevada aside.
He said the committee can’t convince them anymore that Commissioner Layne really is interested
in a 24 hour check. He said that’s in furtherance of no trapping, bear hunting, coyote hunting, and
all of their lifestyle changing to the other sides” direction. He said as for the large number of folks
in Southern Nevada, he said he personally works in one of the largest sections of the tourist
industry. He said he oversees a $60 million dollar P & L that has to do with the convention and

72



Trapping Regulation Committee
Draft Minutes — Las Vegas
April 5, 2014

visitors side of the business. He said he guarantees you that there are very few folks that get past
Decatur or the race track or even to Lake Mead. He said they are all on the strip or to some of the
larger casinos on 215. He said that argument doesn’t hold water.

Carmen Rhoda said that she begs to differ with the last gentleman. She said she has lived here for
72 years ago and 55 years ago she first went up to Cold Creek. She said nothing was there except
wild country. She said seven years ago they retired up there and it was still a beautiful peaceful
place. She said slowly but surely ATV’s, campers, and hikers started to invade their area. She said
she didn’t like it but she realized times were changing. She said population growth brings change
and you have to adapt. She said she has adapted and now it’s just a matter of fact they come up
there. She said to say that people aren’t up there all year long is wrong, as long as the sun is shining
people are out there. She said it appears to her that the trappers resist any change at all or a
suggestion of change. She said they view it as punishment. She said they need to compromise just
like we had to do. She said they are always talking about losing their culture. She said there was
slavery a couple hundred vears ago and that was some people’s culture then, but it changed. She

said she is glad the map includes Cold Creek.
Commissioner Robb asked if Ms. Rhoda could point on the map where Cold Creek is.

Ms. Rhoda obliged and said it is near the Lee Canyon turn off, this side of Indian Springs, south of
highway 95. She said it’s in a recreation area. She said they see a lot of people looking at the wild
horses and have seen people from every state in the union and out of country. She said people are
out on the side of the road all year long with their cameras. She said we shouldn’t have to be afraid
of traps. She said she is for a larger map and a shorter visitation time if they have to have trapping.

Jana Wright said that she is disappointed there was never a discussion for anything less than 96
hours statewide. She said in September 2013 regulation R01813 was passed by the Commission to
get something on the books for the 2013-2014 trapping season. She said the subject was never
brought up again. She said a calendar day visitation for the entire state is the right decision and in
her opinion is still on the table for recommendation to the full Commission. She said she thought
she understood the direction that the committee was taking, but the votes and motions in the March
meetings in Elko and Reno confused her. She said it seems to change every time they meet. She
said she will try to limit her comments to Clark County and the management units in the southern
region. She said they are growing a population in Clark County and have a growth percentage of
41.8% from 2000-2010. She said the 2010 census had Clark County at 1,951,269, which was
72.3% of the entire states population. She said a recent article in the RJ said that they are now at
2.06 million people. She said there are 42 million visitors to the city and 2 million visitors to the
Spring Mountain area. She said 1.4 million visit the Red Rock conservation area and 6 million visit
Lake Mead. She said she requests all of Clark County be a one calendar day trap area. She said
trapping is a commercial enterprise. She said pelts are collected and sold at auction while no tax is
paid to the state of Nevada for a million dollar or more industry. She asked if all these buyers
obtain fur dealer license as required by NRS. She asked if fur dealer reports collected by the
department as required by NAC 505.010. She said there seems to be a lot of emphasis put on
trapper convenience and little concern for an animal caught in a trap with a 96 hour clock ticking.
She said trapping is a commercial enterprise. She said small business change their business model
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as regulations dictate to stay in compliance. She said the 1,000 trappers in Nevada can make the
adjustments as they have in our sister states that have a much shorter visitation than 96 hours. She
said a calendar day visitation for all of Clark County is justified and she respectfully requests they
make that recommendation to the full Commission.

Dave Stowater, District Director, said he sees Commissioner Layne is trying to put him out of a job.
He said he has a petition that needs to be handed in to someone who isn’t there anymore. He said
the committee is talking two days now, but he is still at 96 hours because he hasn’t seen what
change it is going to make. He said on this maps there are a lot of areas that he traps. He said John
Sullivan said that some of these areas you can only go 5-10 miles per hour and that is true. He said
he went through 25 tires this year. He said he hardly sees anyone out there and every time he had a
flat tire there was no one there to help him in this “congested area.” He said you can go back to the
(word??? 8:29:35), right over the mountains and it takes you an hour and a half to get in there. He
said it’s on the other side of the mountains near Henderson. He asked why would you close that.
He said no changes, 96 hours.

Commissioner Robb said that Mr. Stowater stated some places that weren’t congested, but he asked
him to state some places that are congested. He said he has asked for that on a map. He said that
when you don’t give him anything that Mr. Stowater would define as congested he doesn’t have
anything to go on. He said if Mr. Stowater would start drawing on a map then he might be able to
go somewhere with him.

Mr. Stowater said Las Vegas Blvd.
Commissioner Robb said going nowhere gets him nowhere.

Mr. Blakeslee said that leads right into him. He asked if they were going to talk about the Trappers
Association map.

Commissioner Robb said that he believes they talked about it in Elko and chose to keep it 96 hours
statewide with a full discussion as to why.

Mr. Blakeslee asked if they were going to talk about it here.

Chairman McNinch said that in Mr. Blakeslee’s presentation he can certainly make comments as to
why.

Mr. Blakeslee said the committee knows what his map is and he feels a little disrespected on that.
He said what he is going to do is hold his comments and give the science that Tracy Truman asked
he present. He said to excuse him if he doesn’t get it all right since it isn’t his material. He read “In
the case of SB213 what is the science of imposing a 24, 48, or 72 hour trap check verses the current
96 hour trap check which has worked well for 40 plus year. His forty plus years of trapping
experience and the conversation he has had with numerous trappers around the state indicate that
trappers will avoid areas where a short visitation check is imposed. He said this could have
disastrous consequences. In 1998 the state of California banned steel traps. Six years later it
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became readily apparent that one of the consequences of that action was a dramatic increase in
coyote attacks on pets and humans. A 2004 study, “Coyote Attacks; An Increasing Suburban
Problem” reported 43 cases of coyote attacks on humans in the 20 year period from May 1978 to
November 1998. Following the trap ban of 1998 it took coyotes less than four years to attack 46
people. Sadly a little girl was killed by coyotes in 1981. The study made the additional note that in
77 additional encounters coyotes stocked children, chased individuals, or aggressively threatened
adults. In 35 incidents where coyotes stalked or attacked small children the possibility of serious or
fatal injury seemed likely if the child had not been rescued. The four authors of the study
concluded that eliminating trapping and other methods increased coyote attacks in two ways; local
coyote numbers are no longer suppressed and coyote’s fear of humans is no longer enforced by
lethal control efforts like trapping and shooting. In fact of all the available techniques used to date,
trapping has the greatest preserved effect of re-instilling the fear of humans in the local coyote
population.  Severely restricting trapping requirements by imposing increased visitation
requirements will no doubt cause trappers to avoid these areas which in turn will result in fewer
interactions between trappers and coyotes. The risk of coyote attacks on people, let alone on pets,
is therefore dramatically increased. Is that a liability the Commission is willing to bare? Another
paper authored in 2007 addressed successful urban coyote management programs in California.
The author, Professor Baker, likewise concluded trapping remains the most successful tool in
removing problem coyotes and re-instilling the fear of humans in most cases. While I am not
saying that trapping is the only method of coyote control available, it is clearly a highly effective
tool that would be lost or significantly limited if the Commission required a daily trap check. 1
realize the legislature gave the Commission limited guidance in propagating the regulations for
SB213. No Commissioner has yet to be (phrase??? 8:34:30) problem the Commission is attempting
to solve with a shorter visitation requirement.,  The science based approach requires the
Commission to identify the problem before taking any sort of action on the matter, particularly
since SB213 merely says the Commission shall consider whether a shorter visitation time would be
appropriate. Remember that under NRS 233B.135 a regulation shall be struck down by a reviewing
court where it was e. clearly erroneous in the view of the reliable probative and substantial evidence
on all record or f. arbitrary or capricious or characterized by abusive discretion. Thus far the only
evidence supporting reduced visitation has been certain legislators have said that is their wish. Of
course, SB213 was enacted by the entire senate not just a few legislators so the Commission would
be acting arbitrarily and capriciously by reacting to the wishes of a few elected officials. The
committee seems to drown in the magic of a daily trap check there has been zero evidence that a 48
or 72 hour trap check would be any different because the committee can not define the problem it is
attempting to resolve. When interpreting SB213 it is important to note that the legislature only
required the Commission to consider a shortened visitation time. The word consider means to think
carefully about something usually before making a decision. Certainly the Commission has had
ample time to solicit. There has been no evidence submitted that suggests a change in visitation
would do anything but compel trappers to go elsewhere. (?7?78:36:31) assume that the words of the
statute mean what an ordinary or reasonable person would understand them to be. SB 213 uses the
words in close proximity to a populated or heavily used area by persons...the dictionary suggests
that the word proximity means nearness. It is often qualified by the word close. It’s interesting that
the word proximity doesn’t have an opposite except the word remoteness. The Southern Nevada
maps produced at the last meeting stretch from Mercury on north, clear to the Spring Mountains
and the McCulloughs to almost the California border on the south. Much of this area is clearly
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remote and accessible only by primitive dirt roads or four wheel drive, they are neither populated or
heavily used. When determining the meaning of populated area, NRS 202.287 provides that each
municipality will designate what is a populated area for the purposes of prohibiting the discharge of
a firearm. Obviously a firearm is a dangerous instrument while a trap is not, moreover common
hunting rifle rounds are lethal for up to a mile, while the jaws of a trap are 3-6 inches in diameter.
Visitation of traps under SB213 should be consistent with the other statutes in Nevada. Importantly
Clark County designated populated area of the county by legal description under municipal code
12.04.230, obviously the legislature thought that NRS 202.287 provided the municipalities to
designate what is a populated area. In the case of Clark County that area is depicted on the no
shooting map. This not only makes sense for purposes of SB213 but makes it consistent with NRS
202.287 and would also be easily understood by the trappers and the public.

Jared Ward said he has fished at Cold Creek, hunted there with his dad, and has seen a significant
change living in Clark County and Nye County. He said the west side, north end, and the south of
the Spring Mountain Range as recently as 35 years ago. He said he wanted to show Commissioner
Robb an area on the map that he didn’t think he could work with. He said he doesn’t know where
all these visitors and people are, but when he goes to set traps he doesn’t see anyone the entire time.
He said he doesn’t know why the committee would make a 48 hour check or send him to a class to
learn how to trap. He said it seems to him that some of the people in the chairs know quite a bit,
some don’t know much at all and need to educate themselves, and some are very well educated on
the wildlife. He said the north end that is being suggested carries into Nye County and there is
hardly anyone there. He asked why they would do anything there. He said talk about coming over
the other side of the mountain, he said he doesn’t see anything there. He said it seems a small
group of people have the committee eating right out of there hand. He said there is no justification
and makes no sense to him. He said he has been living in Nevada for years and he just doesn’t
understand it. He said there are lies that are being told to the committee. He said maybe some of
the committee is representing both sides but it’s very obvious that some of the committee is not. He
said it comes across to him that it’s just trying to stop all trapping. He suggested that some of the
rules that are being put on the trappers were to justify some of the committee members’ seats. He
said it seems to him that they considered a 24 hour trap check but he hasn’t heard anything that is
going to help that. He said it’s a waste of time and resources. He said he is discouraged by what’s
been going on in this committee and he hopes it doesn’t go all the way to the assembly. He said the
committee is even ignoring Assemblyman Hansen who set up the demerit points that work great.
He thanked the committee for the time spent but asked them to at least consider the avid
outdoorsman.

Commissioner Robb said he wanted Mr. Ward to draw him a map.

Chairman McNinch said he had to interrupt and say that unfortunately they are running against the
clock but he refuses to push so hard that they get it wrong. He said he suggested finishing up the
public comment and then move to item 11 or suspend the rules and put it off to the side for later so
that they can get to their future agenda. He said he has a lot of comments to say. He said his
frustration levels are getting high with the new faces. He said if it has already been said today he
asked that any speakers be brief.
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Mike Reese, Southern Nevada Coalition, said SB226 addressed a lot of this stuff. He said in an
earlier comment he made a correlation that a sex offender only has to be 1,000 ft, but a law abiding
trapper has to go half a mile. He said what Mr. Blakeslee is referring to when he says zero to sixty
he is referring to the change from 200 feet to half a mile. He said as a result of 226, he has lived in
the valley for 40 years and have seen a coyote here and there. He presented a picture and said that
it was taken in broad daylight on a golf course. He said five coyotes, sunbathing. He asked if that
was a correlation because trappers have been told to go half a mile away from any building. He
said when looking at close proximity, look at this picture. He said these animals understand close
proximity because there are no boundaries. He said this dog, Jazzy, is no longer here because a
coyote walked out in broad daylight and took the dog while it was walking with its owner down a
path. He said they didn’t have this many problems two or three years ago. He said they are seeing
an increase in the pet/predator conflict. He said would like to see the stats on how many calls
NDOW gets regarding pets taken by predators. He said if they go to 24 hours you are going to see
a bigger increase in this. He said he strongly opposes that, and suggested going another year or two
and let SB226 take its place. He said we spend sportsmen dollars and time, let’s give it a chance to

work.

George Rowe said he had been there since 11:30 in the morning. He gave his address and said he
had been a resident of Caliente since 1950. He said he is a member of the Nevada Trappers
Association and has been for many years. He said he thanked the committee for the opportunity to
enter his testimony in opposition to any change to the regulation for trap visitation. He said he
speaks to the committee as a citizen. He said he purchased his first trapping license in 1959 for
$.50. He said he has had a license every year with the exception of three years during the Vietnam
War when he served this country. He said he has always fought for the rights and privileges of the
citizens. He said he served 16 years with the Caliente City Council, 9 of that as the mayor, working
for the citizens rights and privileges. He said after that he served 12 years on the Lincoln County
Commission, four of which as Chairman of the Board. He said trapping is the only proven way to
control predators. He said the Department of Wildlife, with the help of the trappers, has
successfully regulated bobcat trapping in Nevada. He said their bobcat jaw research has lead the
nation in information collecting. He said if the regulation on trap visitation is changed it will
eliminate many of the trappers in the regulated area. He said it will eliminate all of the long line
trappers. He said those that continue to trap will only be able to trap close to their residence. He
said this would put more urban trappers close to civilization. He said he himself traps in both
Lincoln and Clark County. He said he wanted to remind everyone that this great state was first
discovered by trappers, John C. Fremont and Kit Carson along with many others. He said his
request that the present trap visitation time of 96 hours not be changed. He said don’t try to fix

something that isn’t broke.

Stephanie Meyer said she has heard a lot of fear tactics like coyotes trying to eat us or about trapper
convenience. She said she wants to remind Mr. Blakeslee and John Sullivan that because the
campgrounds and picnic areas are closed they think they have solved the problem in Mt. Charleston
by closing five roads, 200 feet on either side, for a total of 1.4 square miles. She said coyote traps
are out there all year long and hunt unit 262 is clearly a heavily populated area in close proximity to
another heavily populated area. She said the Spring Mountain Recreation area is heavily marketed
to tourists. She said anyone that lives down here is very familiar with the $99 coupon for a one
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night stay at the Mt. Charleston hotel. She said the Spring Mountains host 2 million people a year
and Las Vegas attracts 42 million people a year. She said most parts of the Spring Mountains are
within 30 minutes to an hour drive from Las Vegas. She asked if that isn’t heavily marketed what
is. She said it’s marketed for multiple kinds of recreation, not just the sport they call trapping. She
listed a few common activities in the area. She said tourists and residents don’t know there is
trapping because there is no warning or signs it wouldn’t even occur to someone. She said as for
keeping pets on a leash it’s ideal but not required in rural areas unless you are around campgrounds.
She said everyone has the same right to use these recreation areas without fear that their dog is
going to be trapped. She said leg hold trapping is practiced by commercial pelt hunters. She said
this is a business and most owners and operators of businesses visit the scene of their business for
many hours each day. She asked if trapping should be any different. She said there are just about
1,000 trappers in a state of almost 2.8 million residents. She said the committee seems to be
bending over backwards to please them and it’s just not understandable to the rest of them.

Fred Voltz said that he agrees completely with the comments of Ms. Meyer and Ms. Wright. He
said that it was interesting that the Mountain Lion information presented that moming was
dismissed by the trappers as being irrelevant because it is a different environment. He said then
there was a comment a few speakers ago that is saying we should look at California, he said it can’t
be both ways. He said trappers don’t want to be inconvenienced and hence have obstructed every
single change monolithically that has been proposed through all these conversations. He said if
traps are checked more frequently, non-target animals have a better chance of surviving. He said
that is important whether you like wildlife or don’t care one way or the other except to exploit it.
He said ease of enforcement from a law enforcement stand point would suggest one standard for all
of Clark County. He said you shouldn’t be dinking around and have one standard here with some
education. He said make it consistent and make it statewide.

Danielle Stowater said she wanted to point out that trapping isn’t a business. If it had been a
business she wouldn’t have been a full time student, full time worker, and taking care of her 25
traps at one time. She said she would like to point out that trapping is a heritage and like Isabelle
and her sister that came here tonight it would very hard for them to learn trapping with a 24 hour
check because of school. She said she herself had trouble taking Wednesdays off to go and check
her traps. She said she wanted to comment on the comment she heard earlier about taking a step
forward to prevent you from falling off the cliff, she said it seems like they are pushing us over.

Brian Patterson, Fraternity Desert Bighorn Sheep, said they are going deep into the 8" hour. He
said he believed he started today by saying that they need to listen to the facts and the committee
would hear a lot of different facts. He said he has heard anything from 33 to 42 million visitors and
that a day doesn’t consist of 24 hours. He said what it is really telling is that if you look behind him
and see who is still here after 9 hours, there is three on one side and 20 or more on the other side of
the aisle. He said that should be considered when making decisions. He said going back to SB226
and all these issues that were brought up again today were supposedly solved back then. He said
trapping was set down to half a mile of a residence, no trapping without permission of private
property, no trapping 200 feet from a road way, no trapping along designated trails and
campgrounds. He said a year ago they came in and tried to resolve the issues with proximity and
here we are back again hashing over the same issues. He said John Sullivan’s suggestion if you are
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looking for a map, the no shoot zone has already been placed around Las Vegas. He said that is a
boundary that a lot of other people have already addressed and have figured out what is a safe
distance to discharge a firearm. He said Tracy Truman said a firearm has a lot longer range than a
trap of 2 or 3 inches where as a firearm can be up to a mile. He said he thinks that boundary has
already been established and is an adequate boundary if you are looking to anything concerning
close proximity to a populated area.

Ruben Ralph said that he is opposed to any change that has to do with visitation. He said the 96
hours has been proven for years. He said he keeps hearing there are two million people in the Las
Vegas area, he isn’t debating that but what he isn’t seeing is what the problem is. He said there are
supposedly all these conflicts but today he only heard about one. He said out of two million that is
pretty good. He said he really doesn’t see where the problem is. He said if it were such a big
conflict they would have more people supporting the 24 hour check. He said earlier this morning
there was 30 of them. He said he doesn’t know if they left for dinner but obviously it wasn’t very
important to them. He said he sees these people here and the trapping regulations are rooted deep
in their souls. He said he thinks some people on the Commission have a misinterpretation of what a
trapper is.  He said you won’t find anybody that takes more pride in their work or cares more for
their animals. He said he has a bird dog that goes everywhere with him and he keeps her close to
his side during trapping season. He said he strongly suggested to keep the 96 hour visitation.

Chairman McNinch brought it back to the committee and said that they wouldn’t deliberate any
further on it. He said they have lost the day to a number of additional agenda items. He said all
these items have been brought up and we need to figure out how it all relates to visitation times. He
said the legislature threw out the edict the Commission consider visitation times in regards to close
proximity and populated and heavily used areas. He said he thinks everyone understands and
respects the difficulty of that. He said the legislature didn’t do the Commission any favors by being
very broad because they wanted the Commission spend all the time to figure out an answer and so
everyone has the opportunity to talk about these things. He asked why wasn’t either side able to
inflict their will in the legislature on SB213. He said so we are stuck together for now. He said
they have an opportunity to really try to do something and try to make things tolerable and
manageable. He said sometimes it is a matter of just making things tolerable and gave an example
of the incentive tags for property owners. He said he is going to ask the committee suspend the
rules with the help of Mr. Newton. He said they will push through 11 and 12 and won’t deliberate
on when the next meeting is or what the agenda items will be. He said he has a lot of thinking to do
and will have to talk it over with the department and the Chairman of the Commission. He said the
committee is struggling to find its way through this and he wants to consult with some folks on
what will happen if these issues aren’t addressed. He asked Mr. Newton how to suspend the rules
since they won’t be getting to 11 or 12. He said we will get to public comment.

Deputy Attorney General Newton said you just don’t take action on ten, 11, or 12.

Chairman McNinch asked if she just closed number ten and if he needed to take public comment on
11orl2.
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Deputy Attorney General Newton said if you aren’t taking action on the item then you don’t have to
take public comment.

Chairman McNinch moved to agenda item 11.

11*  Possible Recommendation to Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners Regarding
Visitation Frequency for Certain Traps, Snares or Similar Devices Placed in Close
Proximity to a Populated or Heavily Used Area — Chairman McNinch — For Possible
Action
The Committee may take action to recommend to the Nevada Board of Wildlife
Commissioners the frequency at which a person who takes or causes to be taken wild
mammals by means of traps, snares or similar devices which do not, or are not designed to
cause immediate death to the mammals must visit a trap, snare or similar device in Wildlife
Management Areas 262, 263, 266, 268 286 and any other wildlife management units within
Clark County or portions thereof. In providing a recommendation the Committee will
consider requiring a trap, snare or similar device to be visited more frequently than a trap,
snare or similar device which is not placed in close proximity to such an area.

Chairman asked if the committee had any comment and then closed it and moved to 12.

12 Future Committee Meetings and Potential Agenda Items — Chairman McNinch — For

Possible Action
The Committee will discuss the date, time and location of the next Committee meeting. The

Committee will also review and may take action to set potential agenda items for that
meeting.

Chairman McNinch said that it was his intent to meet with the Chairman of the Wildlife
Commission as well as the management at the Department of Wildlife to determine what the next
steps forward that will get the committee to put something together to get conclusions. He closed
the item 12 and moved to item 13.

13 Public Comment Period
Persons wishing to speak on items not on the agenda should complete a speaker’s card and
present it to the recording secretary. Public comment will be limited to three minutes. No
action can be taken by the Committee at this time; any item requiring Committee action may
be scheduled on a future Committee agenda. In addition to this Public Comment Period,
Public Comment limited to three minutes per speaker on each agenda action item, but not on
reports or informational items.

Stephanie Meyer said that John Sullivan never should have been appointed to this committee
because he has such a glaring conflict of interest being an avid trapper himself that they are all
stunned that you have allowed him to sit, confer, and even vote on matters of substance. She said
this is especially true when you have excluded Trail Safe from sitting on this committee. She said
politicians, government officials and leaders of the community are not blind to the absence of
faimess and equality on this trapping committee on the Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners
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and on every CAB in the state. She said it is the failure to have a representative body that is the
downfall of democracy. She said the Nevada Trappers Association with their insistence that no
change is the only acceptable change has brazenly cast aside reasonable restrictions on bloody leg
hold traps. She said she wanted to thank the Nevada Trappers Association and the Southern
Nevada Coalition for Killing Wildlife for bringing these issues to the public. She said trappers did
not create this state. She said trappers are not Daniel Boone. She said as long as trappers battle
sensible changes it just brings the community of people who love animals closer together and it lets
the people see how irrational and extreme trapping really is which can only swell the ranks of
people who like wildlife who you will see at these meeting in increasing numbers expressing their

outrage at the lack of trapping regulations.

Shannon Ireland said she wanted to call out the obvious hypocrisy. She said Commissioner Layne
sits over there and is the president of the Las Vegas Humane Society and she said in coming into
the political end of trapping did some research on everybody. She said she found it very curious
that Commissioner Layne is the president of the Humane Society and you sit on the Wildlife
Commission and this committee. She said but'we see her in pictures holding No Bear Hunt and No
Trapping signs. She said it rubbed her wrong that in the RJ there was an article from the senior
scientist from Washington DC humane society and it made her wonder how he was asked to
comment on a local issue. She said that is a total conflict right there. She said she feels
Commissioner Layne has abused her seat to further the anti’s in their movement.

Richard Pabst said that hypocrisy knows no bounds. He said one side of the aisle can call out a
member of the committee for having an opinion, yet celebrates in the most controversial member of
the Wildlife Commission with a radical agenda and a political appointee. He said we have a
balance and we are going to hash it out. He said he does believe you will see the numbers swell
because there are a lot of trappers that are going to do a lot to swell the numbers. He said bring on
the challenge because they are open for debate. He said hopefully the committee won’t feel they
have to enact something to continue having a position. He said since this is general comments he
said there has been a lot of comments about the wild horses in the area. He said he wanted to note
that the state itself in a document refers to them as feral horses and in all areas they are above the
established management levels. He said that is a whole other challenge to the degradation and the
wildlife in those areas. He said hopefully when you are done with the political footballs the
committee can get back to the balance of wildlife and the carrying capacity of the state like they do
successfully with the other animals in the state.

Danielle Stowater said that she is a little insulted because it seems she has been told she isn’t an
animal lover. She said she had rescued numerous animals and her dog has been with her forever.
She said there isn’t a lot of positive direction with the exception of the idea of education.

Chairman McNinch said that he wants to say regardless of your point of view he appreciated that
people spent 9-10 hours here. He said we do realize how important it is, He said all in all he

appreciated how people conducted themselves.

Meeting adjourned at 9:12
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Agenda Item #8 & #9

BOARD OF WILDLIFE COMMISSIONERS
COMMISSION GENERAL REGULATION

LCB File No. R -

EXPLANATION — Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [emittedsnaterial| is material to
be omitted.

AUTHORITY: §§1 and 2, NRS 501.105, 501.181 and 501.1818.

A REGULATION relating to hunting, fishing and trapping; increase demerit points for hunting,
fishing and trapping private property; set demerit points for visitation of traps, snares or similar
devices; and other matters relating thereto.

Section 1. NAC 501.200 is herby amended to read as follows:

NAC 501.200 1. A person who is convicted of a wildlife violation will be assessed
demerit points pursuant to the following schedule:

HUNTING AND TAKING
NRS NAC
Classification of Violations Section Section Demerits

Unlawfully shooting at a game mammal or game

bird from an aircraft, helicopter or motor-driven

vehicle or using such a vehicle to molest, rally,

stir up or drive game mammals or game

o7 o SIS 1 ORI 503.010  ----- 12
Spotting or locating game mammals or game birds

from an aircraft or helicopter and

communicating that information to a person on

the ground for the purpose of hunting.............. 503.010  --—-- 12
Unlawfully using information obtained in violation

of subsection 3 of NRS 503.010 to hunt or kill

game mammals or game birds......... 503.010 - 12
Unlawfully using a helicopter to transport game,

hunters or hunting equipment......cw e 503.010  -—--- 12
Unlawfully killing or attempting to kill birds or

animals from an aircraft..........ccoooeeiieviiecnieennnn 503.005 - 12

Unlawfully using an aircraft, balloon or satellite to
locate or observe big game for the purpose of
BRI s ncsmsmmmosisamermmsmsnssmseas e 501.385 503.148 12

Hunting or taking an endangered species without a
BEsEal BRI comsamsnsr i 503.585 503.093 12
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HUNTING AND TAKING

NRS NAC

Classification of Violations Section Section Demerits
Unlawfully killing, destroying, wounding, trapping

or injuring bald eagles or golden

T I s T T A e R AT A SRS 503.610  ---e- 12
Unlawfully taking bald eagles or golden eagles..... 503.620 - 12
Taking twice the legal limit or more of big game

MAaMMalS.....cccceiriiniirnire e 5’01 5385 ————— 12
Hunting or taking a threatened species.................. 501 385 503.093 9
Unlawfully killing a fur-bearing mammal during y ¢ : 9

theiclosed Seasbl msnmmmssmsssnsanme we 50'3 440 e 9
Unlawfully hunting migratory waterfowl by aid of h

DAIING. ... 501.385~ = 503.180 6
Hunting big game mammals during the closed o

= L £ T - 503.090 Eee- 6
Hunting fur- bearmg mammals durlng the closed |

Seasom............... s 9501.015 -2 ‘ 6
Hunting blg game mammals in closed areas . . 501.385 504.340 6
Hunting fur-bearing mammals in closed areas:...... 501.385 504.340 6
Unlawfully hunting in a privately owned wﬂdhfe 5

MaNAgEMent aT€a..... corleueeresiiirreeraransonas b i T E— 6
Unlawfully hunting in a state-owned wildlife . g

MANAZETNENE ATCANgs Birereeeeeseres Lahorerssrscrons ok 504.143 - 6
Hunting big game mammals or mlgratory %

waterfowl during prohibited hours...................." 503.140 - 6
Unlawfully hunting game birds or game mammals

with the aid of artificial hght ............................. 503.150 - 6
Hunting or taking a sensitive species..................... 501.385 503.093 6
Hunting, trapping, possessing or selling birds of

prey or reiptors without a peiggit.......... %e........s 503.582 503.205 6
Hunting alternative livestock.................cceeveinen.. 503.242 - 6
Taking a game mammal of a prohibited age or

with prohibited physical characteristics............. 501.385  --em- 6

UNLAWEFUL POSSESSION
NRS NAC

Classification of Violations Section Section Demerits

Unlawfully possessing live wildlife that is

classified as prohibited.........c.coecovviiiininnnnnn, 504.295 503.110 12
Unlawfully possessing big game mammals during

the closed s€ason........ccccovveeveieveiviriieececces 503.030 - 12
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UNLAWFUL POSSESSION
NRS NAC
Classification of Violations Section Section Demerits

Possessing a big game mammal or parts thereof

withouti-a tagattached thereto. ..o 502.150 - 9
Possessing twice the legal limit or more of game

birds or game mammals, other than big game... 501.385 - 9
Possessing twice the legal limit or more of game

{22 | T ———— —— 501385 - 9
Unlawfully possessing a fur-bearing mammal P

during the closed s€ason ...............c.ccvvvevennnne. A508030 00 - 9
Possessing game birds or game mammals, other

than big game, during the closed season..........: 503.030. . = ----- 6
Possessing fish during the closed season.............. 503.030 @& --— 6
Possessing game birds or game mammals, other ;

than big game, in excess of the legal limit but By

less than twice the legal limit......... A RS 01385 = 6
Possessing game fish in excess of the legal limit *

but less than twice the legal Ilmlt.,.,...;.;._;;,.., ..... 501.385 - 6
Possessing a species that may not legal]y be "4

possessed without a license or permit.............. SN 501885 —- 6

TAGS AND SEALS
_ _ ‘ ‘ NRS NAC

Classification of Violations Section Section  Demerits
Hunting big game or wild turkey without a tag..... 502,130 2 = 9
Unlawfully transferring a tag to another person..... 502.140 502.385 9
Possessing or using a tag legally issued to another

1o oto] IS, SO, .. . SR—— 502.140 502.385 9
Obtaining tags in excess of the Iegal limit.............. 502.140 502.331 9
Possessing used tags or tags m excess of the legal

Btk snsonmsnssmin 2 OIIE o cueus gy R s 502.150  --ee- 9
Unlawfully using a tag.......”..-. ................................. 502200 2 - 9
Using a tag in an improper area..............ccccoceeeenne. 502.160 502.385 6
Failing to punch a tag properly........cccccoeiviiiirnnan. 502.160 502.390 6
Failing to attach a tag to a big game mammal in

the manner prescribed by regulation.................. 502.160 502.400 6
Hunting by a Native American off a Native

American reservation without a tag................... 502.280 - 6
Possessing fur-bearing mammals, other than a

bobcat, without a seal....o.uemvmmnammassnsse 501.385 ——— 6
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TAGS AND SEALS

NRS NAC
Classification of Violations Section Section  Demerits
Possessing the pelt of a bobcat without a seal........
501.385 502.347 6

Possessing the hide of a mountain lion without a

SEAL.oiiiiiie e 501:385 502.370 6
Possessing the horns of a ram bighorn sheep :

without a seal oy brand...oomnunmuniisasss - 501.385 502.345 6

PERMITS
£aCRw
: NRS  « NAC

Classification of Violations b Section Section Demerits
Unlawfully importing or transporting a prohibited ~ ~

species of wildlife without a permit or license.. 503.597 503.110 12
Collecting unprotected wildlife for commercial

purposes without a permit..........c.c.coe.. X cvennes 501.385 503.095 12
Collecting live bait fish or live aquatic bait for N

commercial purposes without a ipermit.....\Jk. . 4 ~501.385 503.513 12
Collecting unprotected fish for commercnal

purposes without a permit.....................cc..oo...... 501.385 503.545 12
Selling live bait w1th0utaperm1t S01.379 503513 6
Conducting a field trial without a penmt...—......._ ...... 503.200 503.610 6
Conducting a dredging operatmn Without a

PEIMEER........cccvecnnerisns Sl vereesas by . 503.425 503.810 6
Possessing a raptor without a perrmt...’f\.;.i,.-. .............. 503.582 503.205 6
Furnishing false information to obtain a permit..... 502.060 - 6
Hunting swan without a swan hunt permit......... - 502.380 6
Transferring or glvmg a swan hunt permit to any

Other person.........civcvvmviiievnicciceececeeieee e 502.380 6

Using or possessing a swan hunt permit issued to
ke (11T T i | SOOI 502.380 6
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FISHING
NRS NAC
Classification of Violations Section Section Demerits
Fishing at a fish hatchery or other waters used for
the purpose of rearing or growing fish.............. 503.360 - 6

MISCELLANEOUS FISH AND GAME

NRS NAC

Classification of Violations Section Section  Demerits
Obstructing, hindering or otherwise interfering

with an officer, employee or agent of the

Llepartment. s wwvmrssmmssussrmppnssasini sty 501.385 - 12
Unlawfully selling big game mammals................... 501.379 - 12
Unlawfully selling an endangered species.............. 501.379 - 12
Needless waste of big game mammals.................... 503.050 - 12
Needless waste of game birds or game mammals,

otlier than BIE Pamen. . wwmmsomesnit g S 503.050 - 9
Unlawfully selling a threatened species.................. 501.379 - 9
Unlawfully selling game other than big game

AMIAS. s s e SR A 501.379 - 6
Unlawfully selling a sensitive or protected species. 501.379 - 6
Unlawfully selling game fish..............occceveieirrnnnn. 501.381 - 6
Needless waste of game fish.........ccccoevvvieiiiiieennnn, 503.050 - 6
Unlawfully carrying a loaded rifle or shotgun in

L 1T OGRS ¢ SURPR) . 503.165 - 6
Unlawfully discharging a firearm.......................... 503.175 - 6
Failing to retain the cape or scalp and any antlers

g heris P I ot i ity 501.385 503.173 6
Destroying or mutilating signs of the Department.. 501.383  ----- 6
Pollatng Walch ... 00t oo Bk onsrammosusrsnsenss 503.430 - 6
Removing, altering or tampering with a tag placed

on wildlife or on seized equipment.................... 501.377 e 6
Commercial taking of crayfish, except in

accordance with a permit issued pursuant to

NAC 503.540...c.coiiiieiiiriciereee e 501.385 503.540 6
Intentionally interfering with a person lawfully

brafilins OYEDPIN s 503.015 - 6
Hunting, fishing or trapping on private property

WllOUt PEIMRIERI B cuovmvnmvesnsswimsmavssseoen 503.240 - 112

Failing to make a reasonable effort to retrieve dead
or crippled migratory waterfowl............... 501.385 503.180 6
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CATEGORY E FELONIES AND GROSS MISDEMEANORS

NRS NAC
Classification of Violations Section Section Demerits

Conviction of a felony for intentionally killing a

big game mammal, including aiding and

abetting a person in the commission of the

KA. i i mmsnsmmmmmmmmssmmmsmsmssmsamscnsmsonsssinpssas 501.376 - 12
Conviction of a gross misdemeanor for

intentionally killing a big game mammal,

including aiding and abetting a person in the

commission of the killing...................coceevenn. 501.376 - 12
Conviction of a gross misdemeanor for willfully

possessing an unlawfully killed big game

HHAMIIAL. .« ovsmmmmmnmsm s, 501.376 - 12
Acting as a master guide or subguide without a

HBEISB i iiiisarmmmenmmsmsmsnns sevassbass BSTEER ... somansars 504.395  eeeee 12
Furnishing false information to obtain a big game

7 T RSO S . 502.060  --ee- 12

TRAPPING
NRS NAC

Classification of Violations Section Section Demerits

Unlawfully capturing a raptor with a steel leghold
trap placed, set or maintained within 30 feet of

exposed bait...........coevrvrivenienenieeie e 501.385 503.157 6
Trapping in a closed area...........ccccveeveveeevevienannnn.. 501.385 504.340 6
Unlawfully removing or disturbing a trap lawfully

being used by another person............................ 503.454 - 6
Trapping fur-bearing mammals during closed

BEABOM . v e omnenassansrsentaiodh b s oot s ousoabbsswsens 503.440 e 6
Trapping birds of prey or raptors without a permit

or by unlewdil means. . omnsninmensinmmisme 503.582 503.205 6
Fail to visit trap, snare or similar device: 0-24 hours

past legal time frame....................covvvviininn. 503.570 503.152 6
Fail to visit trap, snare or similar device: 24-48 hours
past legal time frame.................cceeuvvveneennn.... 503.570 503.152 9

Fail to visit trap, snare or similar device: 48 or more
houirs past legal finte frame . ..vw o ssomnsessssvess 503.570 503.152 12
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LICENSES
NRS NAC

Classification of Violations Section Section  Demerits
Refusing to exhibit a license, wildlife, weapon,

ammunition, device or apparatus....................... 502.120 - 12
Hunting without having procured a license............ 502.010  --—- 6
Fishing without having procured a license............. 502.010  ----- 6
Hunting without a license in possession................. 502.120 ----- 6
Fishing without a license in possession................... 502.120  ----- 6
Furnishing false information to obtain a license..... 502.060  ----- 6
Furnishing of false information by a person serving

in the Armed Forces of the United States to obtain

& HEBNBE..icnvnmmssnasmiaissinn 502.290 502.220 6
Unlawfully transferring a license to another

person

502.100 - 6

Unlawfully using a license of another person......... 502.100 --—-- 6
Obtaining more than one license of each class....... 502.110  -——-- 6
Altering a lHCENSE....cccueeerieriiniiiieirirnrerrinsrensessessens 502.105 - 6
Practicing falconry without a license...................... 503.583 503.235 6
Operating as a fur dealer without a license............. 505.010 —-—e- 6
Trapping without having procured a license........... 502.010 - 6
Taking fur-bearing mammals, trapping unprotected

mammals or selling raw furs for profit without

having procured a license..........c.cooevvevrrerrernene. 503.454 - 6
Trapping without a license in possession................ 502.120 - 6
Hunting, fishing or trapping using a license that is

invalid by reason of expiration or a false

statement made to obtain the license................. 502.060 - 6
Operating a shooting preserve without a license.... 504310  ----- 6
Performing taxidermal services without a license... 502.370 502.435 6
Obtaining a hunting license without obtaining

certification as a responsible hunter................... 502360 - 6

2. A person who is convicted of committing a wildlife violation that does not appear in the
schedule set forth in subsection 1 will be assessed 3 demerit points.

3. A person who is convicted of committing a wildlife violation within 60 months after a
conviction for the same violation will be assessed double the amount of demerit points listed in
the schedule set forth in subsection 1 and 2.

4. A person who is convicted of committing any four wildlife violations arising out of
separate events within a 60-month period will be assessed an extra 12 demerit points.
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Senate Bill No. 213-Senators Parks, Manendo, Spearman,
Segerblom; and Woodhouse (by request)

Joint Sponsors: Assemblymen Carlton, Ohrenschall;
Martin, Munford and Pierce

CHAPTER.: ...

AN ACT relating to trapping; requiring the registration of each trap,
snare or similar device used in the taking of wild mammals;
providing that any information in the possession of the
Department of Wildlife concerning the registration of a trap,
snare or similar device is confidential; requiring the Board of
Wildlife Commissioners to adopt regulations prescribing the
frequency of required visits for a trap, snare or similar
device; providing a penalty; and providing other matters
properly relating thereto.

Legislative Counsel’s Digest:

Existing law provides that any person who intentionally steals, takes and carries
away personal goods or property of another person with a value of less than $650 or
who knowingly buys, receives, possesses or withholds such property is guilty of a
misdemeanor. (NRS 205.240, 205.275) Section 1.6 of this bill provides that a
person who intentionally steals., takes and carries away traps, snares or similar
devices with an aggregate value of less than $650 or who knowingly buys, receives,
possesses or withholds stolen traps, snares or similar devices with an aggregate
value of less than $650 is guilty of a gross misdemeanor.

Existing law requires a person who takes fur-bearing mammals by any legal
method or unprotected mammals by trapping to obtain a trapping license. (NRS
503.454) Existing law also provides that each trap, snare or similar device used in
the taking of wild mammals may bear a number registered with the Department of
Wildlife or may be permanently marked with the name and address of the owner or
trapper using it. If a trap is registered, the registration is permanent and the
registrant must pay a one-time fee of $10 at the time the first trap, snare or similar
device is registered. (NRS 503.452) Section 3 of this bill amends those provisions
by: (1) requiring each trap, snare or similar device used in the taking of wild
mammals to be registered with the Department; and (2) requiring each registered
trap, snare or similar device to bear a number which is assigned by the Department
and is affixed to the trap, snare or similar device in the manner specified by
regulations adopted by the Board of Wildlife Commissioners.

Under existing law, every person who takes fur-bearing mammals by any legal
method is required to obtain a trapping license. Existing law also makes it unlawful
to move or disturb a lawfully-set trap. (NRS 503.454) Section 4 of this bill: (1)
requires every person who takes fur-bearing mammals by trap. snare or similar
device to obtain a trapping license: and (2) clarifies that the prohibition against
moving or disturbing a lawfully-set trap also includes any lawfully-set snare or
similar device.

Existing law requires each person who sets or places a trap. snare or similar
device to visit those devices at least once every 96 hours and requires the removal
of trapped mammals from the devices. (NRS 503.570) Section 5 of this bill
requires the Commission to adopt regulations prescribing the frequency at which a
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person who sets or places a trap, snare or similar device is required to visit the trap,
snare or similar device, which must be at least once every 96 hours.

EXPLANATION - Matter in bolded italics 1s new, matter between brackets tenmitted-material} is material to be omitted

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Chapter 501 of NRS is hereby amended by adding
thereto the provisions set forth as sections 1.3 and 1.6 of this act.

Sec. 1.3. “Trap” means a device that is designed, built or
made to close upon or hold fast any portion of an animal.

Sec. 1.6. 1. Any person who intentionally steals, takes and
carries away one or more traps, snares or similar devices owned by
another person with an aggregate value of less than $650 is guilty
of a gross misdemeanor.

2. Any person who buys, receives, possesses or withholds one
or more traps, shares or similar devices owned by another person
with an aggregate value of less than $650:

(a) Knowing that the traps, snares or similar devices are stolen
property; or

(b) Under such circumstances as should have caused a
reasonable person to know that the traps, snares or similar devices
are stolen property,
= is guilty of a gross misdemeanor.

Sec. 2. NRS 501.001 is hereby amended to read as follows:

501.001 As used in this title, unless the context otherwise
requires, the words and terms defined in NRS 501.003 to 501.097,
inclusive, and section 1.3 of this act have the meanings ascribed to
them in those sections.

Sec. 3. NRS 503.452 is hereby amended to read as follows:

503.452 1. Each trap, snare or similar device used in the
taking of wild mammals fmey} must be registered with the
Department before it is used. Each registered trap, snare or
similar device must bear a number f{registered—with} which is

assigned by the Department {-er—be—pefmaneﬁ{-ly—nweed—wﬁh—the

e tmd is affixed to or marked on the trap, snare or
similar device in the manner specified by regulations adopted by
the Commission. The registration of a trap, snare or similar device
is {permanent] valid until the trap, snare or similar device is sold
or ownership of the trap, snare or similar device is otherwise
transferred.
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2. A registration fee of $10 for each registrant is payable only
once 5} by each person who registers a trap, snare or similar
device. The fee must be paid at the time the first trap, snare or
similar device is registered.

3. It is unlawful:

(a) For a person to whom a trap, snare or similar device is
registered to allow another person to possess or use the trap, snare
or similar device without providing to that person written
authorization to possess or use the trap, snare or similar device.

(b) For a person to possess or use a trap, snare or similar
device registered to another person without obtaining the written
authorization required pursuant to paragraph (a). If a person
obtains written authorization to possess or use a trap, snare or
similar device pursuant to paragraph (a), the person shall ensure
that the written authorization, together with his or her trapping
license, is in his or her possession during any period in which he
or she uses the trap, snare or similar device to take fur-bearing
mammals.

4. A person fto whom a ftrap, snare or similar device is
registered pursuant to this section shall report any theft of the
frap, snare or similar device to the Department as soon as it is
practical to do so after the person discovers the thefft.

5. Any information in the possession of the Department
concerning the registration of a trap, snare or similar device is
confidential and the Department shall not disclose that
information unless required to do so by law or court order.

Sec. 4. NRS 503.454 is hereby amended to read as follows:

503.454 1. Every person who takes fur-bearing mammals by
tany—egal—method] frap, snare or similar device or unprotected
mammals by trapping or sells raw furs for profit shall procure a
trapping license.

2. Itis unlawful to remove or disturb the trap , snare or similar
device of any holder of a trapping license while the trap , snare or
similar device is being legally used by the holder on public land or
on land where the holder has permission to trap.

Sec. 5. NRS 503.570 is hereby amended to read as follows:

503.570 1. A person taking or causing to be taken wild
mammals by means of traps, snares or {any—ether] similar devices
which do not, or are not designed to, cause immediate death to the
mammals, shall, if the traps, snares or similar devices are placed or
set to take mammals, visit or cause to be visited fatteast-onceeach
96-heurs} each trap, snare or {ether} similar device af a frequency
specified in regulations adopted by the Commission pursuant to
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subsection 3 during all of the time the trap, snare or similar device
is placed, set or used to take wild mammals, and remove therefrom
any mammals caught therein.

2. The provisions of subsection 1 do not apply to employees of
the State Department of Agriculture or the United States Department
of Agriculture when acting in their official capacities.

3. The Commission shall adopt regulations setting forth the
frequency at which a person who takes or causes to be taken wild
mammals by means of traps, snares or similar devices which do
not, or are not designed to, cause immediate death to the mammals
must visit a trap, snare or similar device. The regulations must
require the person to visit a trap, snare or similar device at least
once each 96 hours. In adopting the regulations, the Commission
shall consider requiring a trap, snare or similar device placed in
close proximity to a populated or heavily used area by persons to
be visited more frequently than a trap, snare or similar device
which is not placed in close proximity to such an area.

Sec. 5.5. NRS 205.240 is hereby amended to read as follows:

205.240 1. Except as otherwise provided in NRS 205.220,
205.226, 205.228 and 475.105, and section 1.6 of this act, a person
commits petit larceny if the person:

(a) Intentionally steals, takes and carries away, leads away or
drives away:

(1) Personal goods or property., with a value of less than
$650, owned by another person;

(2) Bedding, furniture or other property, with a value of less
than $650, which the person, as a lodger, is to use in or with his or
her lodging and which is owned by another person; or

(3) Real property, with a value of less than $650. that the
person has converted into personal property by severing it from real
property owned by another person.

(b) Intentionally steals, takes and carries away, leads away,
drives away or entices away one or more domesticated animals or
domesticated birds, with an aggregate value of less than $650,
owned by another person.

2. Unless a greater penalty is provided pursuant to NRS
205.267, a person who commits petit larceny is guilty of a
misdemeanor. In addition to any other penalty, the court shall order
the person to pay restitution.

Sec. 5.6. NRS 205.275 is hereby amended to read as follows:

205.275 1. {A} Except as otherwise provided in section 1.6
of this act, a person commits an offense involving stolen property if
the person, for his or her own gain or to prevent the owner from
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again possessing the owner’s property, buys, receives, possesses or
withholds property:

(a) Knowing that it is stolen property; or

(b) Under such circumstances as should have caused a
reasonable person to know that it is stolen property.

2. A person who commits an offense involving stolen property
in violation of subsection 1:

(a) If the value of the property is less than $650, is guilty of a
misdemeanor;

(b) If the value of the property is $650 or more but less than
$3.500, is guilty of a category C felony and shall be punished as
provided in NRS 193.130; or

(c) If the value of the property is $3,500 or more or if the
property is a firearm, is guilty of a category B felony and shall be
punished by imprisonment in the state prison for a minimum term of
not less than 1 year and a maximum term of not more than 10 years,
and by a fine of not more than $10,000.

3. In addition to any other penalty, the court shall order the
person to pay restitution.

4. A person may be prosecuted and convicted pursuant to this
section whether or not the principal is or has been prosecuted or
convicted.

5. Possession by any person of three or more items of the same
or a similar class or type of personal property on which a
permanently affixed manufacturer’s serial number or manufacturer’s
identification number has been removed, altered or defaced, is prima
facie evidence that the person has violated this section.

6. For the purposes of this section, the value of the property
involved shall be deemed to be the highest value attributable to the
property by any reasonable standard.

7. As used in this section, “stolen property” means property
that has been taken from its owner by larceny, robbery, burglary,
embezzlement, theft or any other offense that is a crime against
property, whether or not the person who committed the taking is or
has been prosecuted or convicted for the offense.

Sec. 6. 1. This section, sections 1 to 2, inclusive, 4, 5.5 and
5.6 of this act become effective upon passage and approval.

2. Sections 3 and 5 of this act become effective upon passage
and approval for the purpose of adopting regulations and performing
any other preparatory administrative tasks that are necessary to carry
out the provisions of this act and on July 31, 2013, for all other

purposes.
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Agenda Item #10 & #11

COMMITTEE MEETINGS MARCH 7 AND MARCH 8, 2014
MOTIONS

March 7, 2014 — Elko — Motion

COMMISSIONER ROBB MADE A MOTION IN RECOGNITION OF THE GREAT DISTANCES BETWEEN
POPULATION CENTERS AND VAST UNPOPULATED AREAS IN RECOGNITION OF MAINTAINING A
BALANCE OF OUR WILDLIFE RESOURCES THROUGHOUT THE STATE OF NEVADA IN
RECOGNITION OF POSSIBLE ENDANGERED SPECIES AND THE PROTECTION OF PREDATOR, PREY,
AND NON-GAME ANIMALS THAT WE MAINTAIN A 96 HOUR TRAP CHECK IN AREAS OUTSIDE OF
AREAS 26, 28, 19, 02, AND 29. COMMISSIONER SULLIVAN SECONDED THE MOTION. MOTION
PASSED 3 TO 2 WITH COMMISSIONER MCNINCH AND COMMISSIONER LAYNE OPPOSED.

March 8, 2014 — Reno — Motion

Agenda ltem 7

COMMISSIONER ROBB MADE A MOTION UNITS 196, 194, 192, AND IN THE WESTERN PORTION
OF UNIT 195 BORDERED BY THE LAGOMARSINO LOUSETOWN ROAD AND THE HIGHWAY FROM
VIRGINIA CITY TO HIGHWAY 50 THAT WE IMPLEMENT A CALENDAR DAY TRAP CHECK ON
PUBLIC LANDS ONLY EXCLUDING AND EXEMPTING ALL PRIVATE PROPERTIES. COMMISSIONER
LAYNE SECONDED THE MOTION. MOTION PASSED 3 TO 2 WITH COMMISSIONER DREW AND
COMMISSIONER SULLIVAN OPPOSED.
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Traps Today

MYTH: Foothold traps are inhumane because they do not kill quickly.

FACT: Foothold traps offer versatility, and they can be used as humane quick kil

traps for water oriented species. Muskrats, beavers, minks, and otters .

instinctively dive after being caught in foothold traps, and if the trapping system
doesn't allow the animal to surface for air, death occurs quickly as a resuit of
carbon dioxide narcosis. This is thought to be the most merciful and least
stressful method to achieve a humane death for species accustomed to

submergence.
MYTH: Wild animals fight foothold traps frantically until exhausted.

FACT: Most wild animals caught in traps make efforts to escape until they realize
that they are securely held. Typically, wild animals will then relax until daylight,
at which time they will test the trap again as it is their habit to retire to dens or
other safe places during daylight hours. If not disturbed by the approaching
trapper or other threats, most trapped animals simply rest during daylight hours.

MYTH: Leg snares are a better alternative to foothold traps.

FACT: Leg snares are difficult to set, are a threat to game animals and livestock,
and are inefficient in different soil types and weather conditions. Leg snares do
not work on short-legged species, or in water trapping situations for numerous
species.

MYTH: Leg snares are much kinder to an animal.

FACT: Leg snares completely encircle trapped limbs, and this often leads to
permanent damage to target and non- target species alike as circulation can be
completely stopped to the affected limb. foothold traps may be more apt to
cause superficial skin cuts, and this is an advantage as vascular pressure and
swelling are reduced or eliminated.

Body gripping traps have excellent values, but
do not allow release of accidental captures.

wMYTH: Body gripping traps should be used
by trappers because they render instant
‘death.

FACT: Body gripping traps are effective for
some species in some habitat types, but several
important furbearing species are too shy and will avoid the traps. Body gripping
traps often render death, and this is unacceptable where they are a threat to
livestock and pets.

Cage traps are often used in cities to
capture nuisance animals.

MYTH: Cage traps should replace
other types of traps.

FACT: Cage traps only have limited

2 values because many species refuse to
enter cage traps. The safest trap to use where pets might be caught, many wild
animals fight the traps in attempts to escape the close confinement.

MYTH: Trappers refusé to use more cage traps because they are costly.

FACT: Costs are a problem, and other problems include the fact that cage traps
are more difficult to transport, and they are more visible and prone to thievery.

MYTH: Traps are not needed in this era to control wild animal
populations.

FACT: Wildlife experts agree that traps and trapping are essential in the proper
and wise management of wildlife. Because all wild species interact, and habitat is
limited, population controls are needed annually to allow for reasonable health
and living conditions for all wild species.

http://www.montanatrappers.org/mana gement/traps-today.htm
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We're opposed to any changes in the 96 Hour Trap Check
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