
Churchill County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife 
 

Churchill County Administration Building 
 

155 N. Taylor St Fallon Nevada 
 

January 25 2016 
 

Call to order at 6:00 

Members Present- Jesse Lattin, Peggy Hughes, Mike Olsen, Jim Curran 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Verification of Posting 

Approve Agenda 

Approval of minutes from Sept 21 2015 

Correspondence-(see attachment) 
 
Churchill CAB agenda 
8A NVBWC agenda 
6 Draft Predation Management Plan- Curran discussed the recent changes of policy of the plan to move 
more to lethal kill for management with less wildlife studies.  Curran made motion to support the draft 
version of the plan for 2017.  Pass 4-0 
17 Regulation 15-09 Amendment 2 Big game seasons.  Elk Antlerless Curran made motion to approve 
the closure of depredation hunt in unit 113B. Pass 3-0 
Nelson Hunt 3151- Olsen made motion to approve changes. Pass 3-0 
NR Nelson Ewe 3281-Carl Erquiaga made reference that 140 resident ewe tags were awarded and only 
36 people did not draw for the 2015 season.  Curran was concerned with making sure that residents had 
the normal 90% share of available tags.  Curran made motion to accept. Pass 3-0 
Nelson ALW hunt 9151-Olsen made motion to accept changes. Pass 3-0 
#18 Big Game Mt Lion harvest limits for 2016. Board elected to take no position on any changes 
#20 Regulation 16-03 2017 Heritage Tags. Olsen made motion to accept changes to dates. Pass 3-0 
#21 Regulation 16-04 2016 Dream Tag- Curran made motion to accept changes. Pass 3-0 
#22 Regulation 16-05 PIW- Curran made motion to accept the changes to Rocky Mt. elk from 2-3.  Pass 
3-0 
#23 Regulation 16-06 Silver State tags- Curran made motion to accept proposed changes. Pass 3-0 
#27 Potential Congressional Land Transfer to Moapa Band of Paiutes is Southern Nevada 
Churchill County Commissioner Carl Erquiaga made public comment on this matter.  Commissioner 
Erquiaga’s concerns are with the three sections of land being proposed to transfer of which total 12,000 
acres that possible access to these lands for hunting and recreational use may be denied upon approval 
of such land transfer.  He suggested a referendum be put in place to allow access in the future if the 
transfer was to be completed.  Olsen made a motion to require a referendum to be included to any land 
transfer to allow 100% unfettered access to such lands being transferred for the use of hunting, 
trapping, fishing, and recreational use.  Hughes 2nd motion.  Pass 4-0 
CCAB 9 Future Agenda Items- Carson Lake closure.  Hiring of Jaime Debraga as professional note taker 
for minutes. 
 



Adjourn 7:20 
 
Next pages include correspondence 
  



1) Phone Call from Gib Mackedon - Gib brought to my attention that hunting on the Carson Sink has 
been closed.  He said that Jim would have some knowledge on the situation, and he knows of several 
people who are not happy about the closure and he feels that it is not justified at this time. 
 
2) Email from Rex Flowers - 
CAB Chairs, 
     I am e-mailing all in hopes that you will give consideration to Unit 033 as an open unit. This unit 
continues to be closed and will continue as such until the Commission directs it to be opened and NDOW 
is made to have a formal discussion with the managers of the Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge. So long 
as we have a closed season there will never be a reason for such discussion. Time has come to initiate 
that action. 
     As stated in the Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge CCP dated Sept. 27, 2012 ( to be referred to as The 
CCP ) page5-8 under 5.2.3 Big-game Hunting paragraph2- Sheldon Refuge is managed to provide a 
quality big-game hunting experience. Sheldon Refuge is renowned for its big-game hunting and hunters 
come from throughout Nevada as well as 10 or more additional states each year. Hunt quality is 
considered high, as measured by the number of animals seen, the quality and health of the animals, the 
lack of interference from other hunters or refuge users, and the scenic quality and biological integrity of 
the areas visited while hunting. Sheldon Refuge has a reputation for producing exceptional trophies, and 
tags are highly sought after. Page D-44 Description of Use(s)- It is estimated that slightly more than 4,000 
visitors participate in hunting within Sheldon Refuge each year. I would say that these statements can no 
longer be held as truthful as mule deer hunting has taken a great decline within the refuge due to drought, 
habitat and Predator- Prey relationships. In the 1980s over 400 tags were issued, 2008 185 tags issued 
and this past year less than 50 tags were available. The numbers speak volumes. No one can control 
drought, all have a very limited input on habitat, but all can participate in control of predator-prey 
relationships. 
     Within The CCP Chapter 2. Management Direction page2-8 Public Use Management: How will the 
refuge mange hunting- In coordination with Nevada Dept. of Wildlife, allow a limited harvest of certain 
game species consistent with population objectives. Same chapter page 2-2 Opening Sheldon Refuge to 
Sport Hunting of Additional Wildlife Species- Additional wildlife species such as coyote ( Canis lantran 
),bobcat ( Felis rufus ) or mountain lion ( Felis concolor) may be utilized for sport hunting or trapping 
within a National Refuge (50 CFR 31). However, the populations and wildlife requirements for those 
additional species have not been determined and are insufficient to determine what level of sport hunting 
if any, would be compatible with the mission of the Refuge and the purposes for Sheldon Refuge. We 
anticipate information gathered to meet management objectives identified in CCP will be sufficient to 
make such a compatibility determination in the future. Same chapter page 2-35 2.2.6 Goal 6. Collect 
information and create partnerships necessary to support adaptive management decisions at a landscape 
level- Initiate additional monitoring and/or research to determine population trends, distribution, and 
migratory patterns ( where applicable )for priority species inclding pronghorn, Greater sage-grouse, and 
other sagebrush-obligate species. Investigate appropriate and compatible management actions to 
mitigate limiting factors. Apply adaptive management actions to maintain or restore declining or 
expirpated populations. As stated through the CCP which gives guidance for the management of the 
Refuge, requirements are not being met but by approving an open season for mountain lion hunting this 
will get all parties involved for review of sport hunting, trapping and predator control within the Refuge. 
     Thank you for your consideration in this matter. Pleas forward to your board members for their added 
input  and should anyone wish to contact me please feel free to do so. 
 
Rex Flowers 
Washoe County resident 
randbflowers@yahoo.com 
(775) 722-4506 
  

mailto:randbflowers@yahoo.com


3)Email from Karen Boeger - 
Dear Chairman Drew & Commissioners, 
The Nevada Chapter of Backcountry Hunters and Anglers (NV BHA) wishes to express our support for the 
proposed regulations, as written, with one minor addition, regarding both drones and computer-
controlled trigger mechanizations. Our national BHA organization has prioritized these 2 issues for several 
years now. To date, a number of our chapters have been successful in establishing regulations on both 
issues in their states.  
These are priority issues for BHA because part of our mission is to uphold the “fair chase” ethic, both as a 
philosophical cornerstone of our traditional hunter/fisher membership, as well as to ensure continuing 
general public support for our traditions. We believe any non-sportsmen public perception of violation of 
the fair chase ethic will, over time, only erode support for our traditions. At a time when NV sportsmen are 
attempting to pass a state constitutional amendment to establish hunting, fishing and trapping as a right, 
NV BHA believes it is timely to institute these 2 regulations. 
Agenda item # 8, general regulation # 458, regarding “electronic or computer-controlled trigger”: 
A search on Youtube “tracking point” will provide several videos on this technology for those who may be 
unfamiliar: 1100 yard killing shots; high tech scope identifies a laser “tagged target”, then that image is 
transferred to the rifle. The trigger, when pulled, only fires when the tagged target is pinpointed, 
essentially taking the human out of the equation. Like drones, the time to act to regulate is now before 
use becomes widespread. In the future, industry plans to extend the range of this technology, produce 
more economical models, increase sales and usage by wider marketing. 
Agenda item # 9, general regulation # 459, regarding use of drones: 
As currently written, the regulation likely legally covers a ban of drones for “purpose of hunting, locating, 
observing”.. “of big game mammal”, but the proposed additional, more specific verbiage of “an 
unmanned aerial vehicle” will add solid legal coverage. Further, the striking of the seasonal ban is 
appropriate, as clearly, such activity is not valid at any time of year.  Additionally, NV BHA suggests 
changing “big game mammal” to “any game animal” . 
From our BHA perspective, we believe it is imperative to curb these technologies before they become 
commonly used, in order to head off inevitable conflicts. History has taught us that we cannot afford to 
fall “behind the curve”, when use becomes a grandfathered entitlement. We do not want to create a split 
between hunters who can afford and embrace this kind of technology and the majority who don't want it 
and/or can't afford it. This sort of technology could also impair relationships between outfitters and do-it-
yourself hunters. Lastly, use of technologies that clearly give huge advantages to the hunter over the 
game species risks creating negative images of fair chase ethics violations, a risk in public perception that 
hunters cannot afford. 
Thank you for your consideration of our comments and concerns. 
Best of luck with a very full, important agenda at your up-coming commission meeting. 
 
Karen Boeger 
Nevada Chapter Board member 
Backcountry Hunters & Anglers 
 
For Larry McKurtis 
Chapter Chairman, NV BHA 
 


