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DOUGLAS COUNTY ADVISORY BOARD TO MANAGE WILDLIFE 
DOUGLAS COUNTY ADVISORY BOARD TO MANAGE WILDLIFE 

Minutes of March 12, 2019 Meeting 
 

The Douglas County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife meeting was scheduled for 5:30 pm on 
Tuesday, March 12, 2019 in the Douglas County Community Center, Carson Valley Medical 
Center Room, 1329 Waterloo Lane, Gardnerville, Nevada. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Craig Burnside, Chairman 
      Bob Cook, Vice Chairman 

      Mike Turnipseed  
      Robert Rittenhouse 
      Chad Foster 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Vice Chairman Cook led the Pledge. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Burnside called the meeting to order at 5:36 pm and determined a quorum was present. Noted 
was the presence of Kris Urquhart, Nevada Department of Wildlife Fisheries Biologist. 
 
ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 
There were no introductions to be made. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Vice Chairman Cook provided the dates and times of upcoming Douglas County meetings regarding the 
new law based on Assembly Bill 143 and the 16 Nevada counties and one city’s opposition to that law. He 
quickly touched on the correspondence he received about the automatic renewal of his wildlife license. He 
informed everyone that Mark Jackson, Douglas County District Attorney, would be speaking on proposed 
legislative bills that will radically change the criminal justice system and the effects on Douglas County. 
 
Member Turnipseed indicated he could not locate a senior hunting/fishing license in the schedule of fees. 
 
Public comment closed. 
 
FOR POSSIBLE ACTION. APPROVAL OF AGENDA   
 
Member Rittenhouse suggested hearing item 3 after items 4, 5, 6, and 7 to accommodate Mr. Urquhart. 
 
No public comment. 
 
MOTION by Rittenhouse/Cook to approve the agenda with the stated changes; carried unanimously. 

 
FOR POSSIBLE ACTION. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
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FOR POSSIBLE ACTION. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

 
• January 22, 2019 

No public comment. 
 
MOTION by Cook/Turnipseed to approve the minutes as presented; carried with Burnside abstaining. 

 
1. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION. DISCUSSION ON THE ELECTION OF A CHAIRMAN AND A 

VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE DOUGLAS COUNTY ADVISORY BOARD TO MANAGE 
WILDLIFE FOR THE REMAINING 2019 CALENDAR YEAR. 

 
MOTION by Turnipseed/Foster to retain Craig Burnside as the Chairman and Bob Cook as the Vice 
Chairman; 
 
Member Burnside indicated a willingness to continue in the role of Chairman unless there was a 
desire by another member to serve in that capacity. 
 
Member Cook offered Member Foster the opportunity to serve as Vice Chairman but Member 
Foster declined citing a heavy work schedule. 
 
No public comment. 
 
MOTION; carried unanimously. 
 

2. DISCUSSION REGARDING THE ACTIVITIES OF THE TRI-COUNTY WILDLIFE 
WORKING GROUP.  
 
Member Rittenhouse said the group met and the discussion centered on legislative items. 
Commissioner Tiffany East attended and explained the ramifications of Senate Bill (SB) 120. 
Member Rittenhouse summarized the intent of the bill and suggested everyone take the time to 
become familiar with it.  
 
Member Foster believes SB 120 presumes guilt before innocence and directly violates the 
principles of the 14th Amendment. The term “high risk person” can be applied in a number of ways 
and puts everyone at risk. 
 
Member Rittenhouse discussed a situation on the east coast demonstrating the adverse effects of 
this law. 
 
Member Foster added Commissioner East reviewed all the bills the Nevada Department of Wildlife 
is following. 
 
Chairman Burnside talked about informing the Board of Commissioners of the Tri-County Wildlife 
Working Group and their identification of migration corridors as a major issue. Chairman Burnside 
stated the group felt that migration corridors should be addressed in the development code and 
said this advisory board would be bringing a recommendation forward in the future. 
 
This was a discussion only. 
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3. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION. DISCUSSION ON THE OUTDOOR ADVENTURE 
EDUCATION PROGRAM. Member Rittenhouse will provide information on the program 
and the Douglas County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife may take action to support or 
recommend support, not support, or take no position on the program. 

 
This item was heard later in the meeting. 
 

4. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION. DISCUSSION TO CONSIDER ALTERNATING THE 
DOUGLAS COUNTY ADVISORY BOARD TO MANAGE WILDLIFE MEETING 
LOCATIONS BETWEEN VARIOUS AREAS THROUGHOUT DOUGLAS COUNTY, 
INCLUDING THE NORTH COUNTY, LAKE TAHOE, AND TOPAZ LAKE.  

 
Chairman Burnside supports incorporating Lake Tahoe into the meeting locations. He asked Vice 
Chairman Cook if he has received any feedback from residents in the other areas. 
 
Vice Chairman Cook stated he has not spoken to anyone but he does not want to miss an 
opportunity to make it easier for public to attend the meetings. He thought it would be beneficial to 
use all areas of the county. 
 
Chairman Burnside thought it would be a good idea to hold a meeting in a different location if there 
were agenda items that would specifically impact that area. 
 
Vice Chairman Cook is satisfied that the Board was having the discussion and open to changing 
the location if appropriate. 
 
Member Rittenhouse wondered how a change of location would be advertised so the public would 
know.  
 
Member Foster suggested holding Webexs, virtual meetings. 
 
Kris Urquhart, Nevada Department of Wildlife Fisheries Biologist, stated other county advisory 
boards hold online meetings but they are a broadcast only and not interactive. 
 
Member Foster wants more people to attend so if moving the meeting accomplishes that, he is all 
for it. This citizen’s advisory board would be more effective if more people attended. 
 
No public comment. 
 
The consensus of the Board was to take no action. 
  

5. FOR DISCUSSION ONLY. DISCUSSION ON THE POTENTIAL CHANGES TO THE 
CALIFORNIA FISHING SEASONS AND REGULATIONS. Kris Urquhart, Nevada 
Department of Wildlife Fisheries Biologist, will discuss the potential change being 
considered by California to consider a year round fishing season at Topaz Lake. 
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Kris Urquhart, Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) Fisheries Biologist, started by advising that 
the impacts of making Topaz a year round fishery are still unknown so it is too early for NDOW to 
make a recommendation to change it.  
 
Referring to the existing California regulations for Topaz Lake, he cited two areas: the fishing hours, 
which is consistent with Nevada’s regulations for the Lake, and the season, which is also consistent 
with Nevada. California is looking to simplify statewide regulations and one consideration is to have 
a consistent year round open season on the reservoirs for sport fishing. Some members of the 
public would like to see the Nevada portion of Topaz open year round but, since it is an interstate 
water shared with California, that has challenges. If Nevada wants to keep the Topaz regulations 
as they are, they will have to negotiate with California to keep the current special regulation in 
place. Since California is looking to make changes to their regulations, this is a good time for NDOW 
to review their regulations. The request to change to a year round season could be made by NDOW 
or the advisory boards.  
 
The bass component of the California regulations is unclear and this process would be a good time 
to correct that. 
 
Mr. Urquhart outlined the pros and cons of a year round season. On the con side, he said there 
would be no opener, which effects public excitement over the opening of a water. Also, the put, 
grow, and take biology could be affected. A standard stocking season would then take place. On 
the pro side, he said small mouth bass fishing is popular at Topaz and would be allowed in the fall. 
 
He indicated that part of the process would include a fisheries assessment using surveys and 
questionnaires.  
 
Reviewed were the statistics for angler catch rate and size, participation in the dropbox survey, and 
number of bass and rainbows caught for recent years. From the results, they have determined the 
reservoir had a healthier ecosystem for all the fish in it. He touched on the artificial habitat structures 
being used in Topaz. He pointed out Nevada stocks 50,000-60,000 trout per year into Topaz versus 
the 10,000 California stocks so Nevada has much more invested and should be able to dictate what 
happens in the Lake. 
 
Chairman Burnside advised that the Topaz Campground is now open year round but is not really 
staffed. Mr. Urquhart thought having year round fishing at Topaz may require the campground to 
be staffed in the fall since there would be more people there at that time. 
 
Member Foster asked if having year round fishing would have an effect on law enforcement. Mr. 
Urquhart said it could have an effect since hunting season would also be taking place. Member 
Foster asked if they had considered leaving the fish in the hatchery a little longer to get bigger so 
the Lake is not being stocked with bait. Mr. Urquhart explained the challenges they are currently 
facing with the hatchery. 
 
Vice Chairman Cook asked if ducks are hunted on Topaz and Mr. Urquhart said yes. 
 
The Board members requested Mr. Urquhart come back and update them, perhaps in November, 
once more data, information, and public opinion has been gathered. 
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No public comment. 
 
This was a discussion only. 
 

6. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION. DISCUSSION TO CONSIDER THE BENEFITS AND 
CHALLENGES OF ALLOWING YEAR ROUND FISHING AT TOPAZ LAKE. The Douglas 
County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife may take action to support or recommend 
support, not support, or take no position to move the recommendation forward to the 
Nevada Department of Wildlife.  
 
Vice Chairman Cook would like to wait until Kris Urquhart, Nevada Department of Wildlife Fisheries 
Biologist, gathers more information and brings an update to the Board before making any 
recommendation. 
 
No public comment. 
 
The consensus of the Board was to take no action. 
 

7. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION. DISCUSSION TO CONSIDER RECOMMENDING THE 
NEVADA BOARD OF WILDLIFE COMMISSIONERS SIMPLIFY THE FISHING 
LICENSE REGULATION PROCESS FOR PERSONS UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE. The 
Douglas County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife may take action to support or 
recommend support, not support, or take no position to move the recommendation forward 
to the Nevada Department of Wildlife. 

 
Chairman Burnside explained how the Nevada process differs from California with regard to 
persons 12-17 years of age. In Nevada, this age group must be present in order to get a license.  
 
Member Foster reviewed the fishing fee schedule and noted there is no fee listed for persons under 
18.  There is only a $15 combo youth hunting/fishing license. Kris Urquhart, Nevada Department 
of Wildlife Fisheries Biologist, thought the person must be present because of the hunting portion 
of the license. He offered to look into this. 
 
No public comment. 
 
MOTION by Turnipseed/Cook to have Member Foster call the Wildlife Commissioners’ attention to 
the lack of a youth fishing license in the fishing regulations. It should be easy to take a younger 
person fishing; carried unanimously. 
 

3. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION. DISCUSSION ON THE OUTDOOR ADVENTURE 
EDUCATION PROGRAM. Member Rittenhouse will provide information on the program 
and the Douglas County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife may take action to support or 
recommend support, not support, or take no position on the program. 

 
 Looking at other ways to institute a youth skills program similar to the Outdoor Adventure Program, 

Member Rittenhouse has talked to other youth programs such as 4-H and the Chukkar Club to see 
what they are doing and how their programs could be expanded. He also suggested modeling a 
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program after the Mason Ortiz program but on a longer and more thorough basis. Doing this would 
reduce costs and the need to find a teacher(s) to train in the necessary disciplines. 

 
 Member Foster briefly discussed his daughters’ positive experience with the Sierra Club. He 

suggested to Member Rittenhouse that incorporating this Outdoor Adventure Education program 
into an existing program might make it more palatable for the schools. 

 
 Member Rittenhouse thought he would like to continue to work on this and requested it remain on 

the agenda. 
 
 Chairman Burnside pointed out programs already within the school face transportation issues. He 

suggested Member Rittenhouse contact the Douglas County 4-H coordinator as a resource. 
 
 No public comment. 
 
 There was no action taken. 

 
8. DISCUSSION ON THE RESULTS OF THE NOVEMBER 2 & 3, 2018 AND JANUARY 25 

& 26, 2019 NEVADA BOARD OF WILDLIFE COMMISSION MEETINGS. There will be 
no action taken. 
 
Chairman Burnside reported on the November 2018 meetings: 

• During disclosure of correspondence, 3 Commissioners referred to a safe shooting 
distance incident in White Pine County. Chairman Burnside thinks a statewide regulation 
is necessary to prevent this from continually occurring.   

• Congressman Amodei invited the Department to talk to FEMA about the economic impacts 
of fire as it relates to wildlife. Chairman Burnside suggested the Tri-County Wildlife Working 
Group invite an urban wildlife coordinator to one of their meetings. 

• Wild sheep transplant was approved. 
• Department Updates included deer aging data; pike found in Comins Lake; temporary 

water tanks are being installed above the highway at Walker Lake to prevent sheep from 
crossing the highway; study to consider raising the number of ravens taken; raptor take 
approved; noncommercial reptile take approved; and 20 gauge or bigger for turkeys. 

 
Member Foster reported on the January 25th portion of the meeting: 

• Air bows and air guns 
• Pittman-Robertson Fund for Tomorrow’s Needs Act of 2017 
• Increase in the number of hunting and fishing licenses purchased 
• 450 samples for chronic wasting disease and none positive 
• Genoa having a problem with deer versus vehicle deaths  
• Avian botulism presentation 
• Horse Rich and Dirt Poor video on what horses do to the ecosystem 
• Outfitters losing business because people are opting out of mailing lists 
• Social science on how American’s value wildlife 

 
Member Rittenhouse reported on the January 26th portion of the meeting: 

• Elk season adjustments 
• Discussion to separate quota setting from season setting 
• Several articles in the local paper have had letters to the editor quoting from the studies on 

how American’s value wildlife. Because some feel the Nevada Department of Wildlife is 
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not doing what the studies say they should, which is representing the interests of the 
greatest number of Nevadans, they are having a problem with the switch from neutralism 
to anti-hunting. Member Rittenhouse took the test and found some of the questions geared 
toward non-hunting. 

 
9. The following items, 9a through 9e, are items that will be heard before the 

Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners at the next meetings, March 15 & 
16, 2019, at the Clark County Government Center, Commission Chambers, 
500 South Grand Central Parkway, Las Vegas, Nevada. The Douglas County 
Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife may take the following action, or a 
variation thereof, on each item: support the item, not support the item or not 
take a position on the item. Public Comment will be allowed on each item. 
 

9a–9e. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING WHETHER THE 
DOUGLAS COUNTY ADVISORY BOARD SHOULD TAKE A POSITION ON: 

 
9a. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION. DISCUSSION ON THE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 
REPORT. A report will be presented on the committee’s recent meetings. The Commission 
may review bills of interest, consider legislative committee recommendations and may take 
official positions on those bills. The Commission may also choose to develop platforms on 
bills by supporting or opposing general concepts contained within bills or discuss specific 
language as well as anything else regarding the current Legislative Session. (Support 
material is as of the Legislative Committee meeting held on January 25, 2019 and Feb. 20, 
2019. Bill and BDR language may be viewed online at: 
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/79th2017) (Wildlife Commission Agenda Item 
6A) 
 
Member Turnipseed quickly reviewed Assembly Bill (AB) 74, license antler dealers; 3 water bills; 
and Senate Bill 55, muzzleloader loaded inside the car. 
 
Member Foster touched on AB 153, crime to store firearm under certain circumstances. 
 
No public comment. 
 
No action was taken since it is still early in the process. 

 
9b. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION. DISCUSSION ON THE WILDLIFE DAMAGE 
COMMITTEE REPORT AND FISCAL YEAR 2019 DRAFT PREDATION MANAGEMENT 
PLAN. The Commission will hear a report from the Wildlife Damage Management 
Committee chairman regarding the proposed Fiscal Year 2019 Predator Management Plan, 
and the Commission may take action to provide recommendations for modifications of the 
draft for the May Commission meeting. (Wildlife Commission Agenda Item 6B) 
 
No public comment. 
 
Since no support material was provided, no action was taken. 
 
9c. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION. DISCUSSION ON THE POSSIBLE ADOPTION OF 
COMMISSION GENERAL REGULATION 482, PUBLIC AND SELLABLE LISTS, LCB 
FILE NO. R192-18. The Commission will consider adopting a regulation amending 
Chapters 488 and 502 of the Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) that clarifies the authority 
of the Department to make specific personal customer information confidential and remove 
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such information from any list sold or distributed by the Department or the Department’s 
licensing vendor. The regulation also simplifies how a person can request that their 
personal information remain confidential by removing the requirement that the request be 
in writing. The Commission held workshops on November 2, 2018 and January 25, 2019 and 
directed the Department to bring the regulation forward to an adoption hearing. (Wildlife 
Commission Agenda Item 15A) 
 
The Board reviewed this and felt it was a language clean-up.  
 
Member Foster stated he will take the necessary steps to ensure he does not receive literature 
unless he desires it. 
 
No public comment. 
 
MOTION by Foster/Turnipseed to recommend approval of Commission General Regulation 482, 
Public and Sellable Lists; carried unanimously. 
 
9d. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION. DISCUSSION ON THE POSSIBLE ADOPTION OF 
COMMISSION REGULATION 19-13, MIGRATORY GAME BIRD SEASONS, BAG 
LIMITS, AND SPECIAL REGULATIONS FOR WATERFOWL AND WEBLESS 
MIGRATORY GAME BIRDS; PUBLIC HUNTING LIMITED ON WILDLIFE 
MANAGEMENT AREAS AND DESIGNATED STATE LANDS - 2019-2020 SEASON. 
The Commission will consider recommendations for seasons, bag limits, and special 
regulations for migratory game birds for the 2019–2020 season and adopt regulations 
consistent with proposed regulations framework for the 2019–2020 hunting seasons on 
certain migratory game birds established by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  The 
Commission Regulation will become final pending adoption of federal frameworks.  The 
Commission will also consider rules regulating public hunting on Wildlife Management 
Areas and designated state lands. (Wildlife Commission Agenda Item 16) 
 
The Board reviewed the changes. 
 
No public comment. 
 
MOTION by Turnipseed/Cook to recommend approval of Commission Regulation 19-13, migratory 
game bird seasons, bag limits, and special regulations for waterfowl and webless migratory game 
birds; public hunting limited on wildlife management areas and designated state lands - 2019-2020 
season; carried unanimously. 
 
9e. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION. DISCUSSION ON THE 2020 AND 2021 COMMISSION 
MEETING SCHEDULES. The Commission may take action to approve a schedule of 
meetings and locations for calendar years 2020 and 2021. (Wildlife Commission Agenda 
Item 18) 
No public comment. 

The Board reviewed the typical yearly Commission schedule. 

No action was taken. 

10. CORRESPONDENCE OR COMMUNICATIONS BOARD MEMBERS HAVE 
RECEIVED.  

 Member Foster received website correspondence from the County Manager’s office. 
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 Chairman Burnside communicated with Kris Urquhart. 

11. FOR POSSIBLE ACTION. DISCUSSION REGARDING ADVISORY BOARD 
MEMBER COMMITMENTS TO ATTEND UPCOMING WILDLIFE COMMISSION 
MEETINGS AND TO REPRESENT THE FINDINGS OF THE DOUGLAS 
COUNTY WILDLIFE ADVISORY BOARD. ONE MEMBER WILL BE 
DESIGNATED AS A SPOKESMAN FOR THE DOUGLAS COUNTY ADVISORY 
BOARD. 

 
 The tentative plans are: 
 
 Member Foster will attend the Las Vegas meeting. 
 Member Turnipseed will attend the June meeting. 
 Chairman Burnside and/or Member Turnipseed will attend the August meeting. 
 Member Foster or Vice Chairman Cook will attend the September meeting. 
 
 No public comment. 
  
12. FOR DISCUSSION ONLY. DISCUSSION TO SCHEDULE THE NEXT DOUGLAS 

COUNTY WILDLIFE ADVISORY BOARD MEETING. The next Commission meeting 
is scheduled for May 3 and 4, 2019, in Reno with video streaming to Las Vegas and Elko.  
The Commission will review and discuss potential agenda items for that meeting. The 
Commission may change the time and meeting location at this time. The chairman may 
designate and adjust committee assignments and add or dissolve committees, as necessary 
at this time. Any anticipated committee meetings that may occur prior to the next 
Commission meeting may be discussed.  

 
  The next Douglas County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife meeting is tentatively scheduled for 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019. 
 
13.  FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS.  
 

• Tri-County Wildlife Working Group 
• Outdoor Adventures Education Program 
• Approval of the DCABMW budget submission to the State 

 
 
CLOSING PUBLIC COMMENT. 
 
Vice Chairman Cook reminded everyone of the Assembly Bill 143 meeting currently being held at the 
Douglas County Senior Center. 
 
Public comment closed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT. 
 
MOTION by Turnipseed/Rittenhouse to adjourn the meeting; carried unanimously. 
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There being no further business to come before the DCABMW, the meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 
The minutes of the March 12, 2019 meeting of the Douglas County Advisory Board to Manage Wildlife are 
so approved this 30th day of April 2019. 
 
 
             Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
 
                                                                        ______________________________ 
          Craig Burnside, Chairman 
 
 
 


