LYON COUNTY ADVISORY BOARD TO MANAGE WILDLIFE
Hillyard Hall
2945 Ft. Churchill Street
Silver Springs, NV 89429

Monday, March 12, 2018
MINUTES

. Call to order

- Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m.

- Members Present: Jessie Weller, Rob Jacobson, Walt Mandeville, Wes Clyde
- Members Absent: None

- Guests Present: Jason Graham, Joe Crawford

- Staff Present: Jessica Smith

. Pledge of Allegiance
- No action taken.

. For Possible Action: Approval of minutes
- Jessie moved to approve the minutes of February 5, 2018; Rob offered a second.

The vote was called for and passed; 4-0 unanimous.

. Public participation: It is anticipated that public participation will be held at this
time, though it may be returned to at any time during the agenda. Citizens
wishing to speak during public participation are asked to state their name for the
record and will be limited to 3 minutes. The Board will conduct public comment
after discussion of each agenda action item, but before the Board takes any
action.

- Rob advised he and Jessie have a Hunters Safety Course coming up next

Wednesday and Thursday and there are a few walk-in spots available.

. Update by Mason Valley Wildlife Management Area (No action will be taken)
- A representative from MVWMA was not present.

. Advisory Board Items for discussion (No action will be taken)
- Jessie advised he purchased a new hunting license for the spring snow goose hunt;

the old license was shredded with the old federal stamp (which was still valid) and he
was unable to purchase a new federal since the stamp was still valid for the year.
There is no option to purchase a new stamp if the old stamp is still valid. This is an
issue that should be looked at in the future. Rob stated he had similar situation. He
purchased a new license so he could participate in the spring turkey hunt. The
license is now valid until the middle of next January, so he must remember to renew
at that time. Rob stated he was double charged for the ending of last year’s license
period. There should be an option to put in for the spring hunts without having to
purchase a new license.



7. For Possible Action: on any/all Nevada Wildlife Commission Agenda items for
their meeting in August (Action may be taken).

Regulation 18-10: Walt advised he received a call from a member of the Carson
advisory board regarding the early opening of waterfowl season. The
recommendation from that person would be to open the same time as the upland
game season opens to make it more beneficial for the sportsman. Rob thought the
topic was discussed already and a recommendation for pushing the season back,
especially for goose. Walt advised the proposed opening date is October 6". Rob
stated there is also a week break. Jessie stated the reason for northern counties
opening earlier is because of the climate and the chance to freeze earlier. Jessie
agreed that, for hunter success, the season should be opened two weeks later.
Jessie made a motion to look at opening the waterfowl season (particularly goose
season) on October 24™. Discussion on the topic, there should not be open for two
weeks and then have a two day break; the season should be pushed back two
weeks. Wes offered a second. The vote was called for and passed; 4-0 unanimous.
Regulation 11A: Jessie stated he received an email from a citizen that was
forwarded to the Board. The citizen was concerned that the shooting regulation is not
something that the Board should get into. The topic is a slippery slope and it should
be left up to each county. Rob stated it sounds like neighbors are battling over beliefs
and it should not be regulated by NDOW; the county commissioners and sheriffs
should be responsible for making and enforcing a regulation of this type. Walt
requested clarification; Rob and Jessie stated the regulation states there is a
minimum shooting distance of 1500 feet/500 feet from any dwelling. Walt stated
NDOW should focus on regulating wildlife not shooting. Rob added that NDOW
should not be responsible for restricting what happens on public and private land
when it comes to discharge of a firearm/weapon; Jessie stated the regulation should
be created and enforced by individual counties, commissioners, and sheriffs. Wes
agreed with leaving it at the county government level. Jessie asked for public
participation on the topic. Jason stated he is opposed and believes the issue rose
from a person shooting a deer with a bow from the side of the road. There as a
loophole in Douglas County regulations and the topic was brought to NDOW. There
will be problems when a person has permission from a landowner to hunt on their
land but the person doesn’t have permission from the neighbor. Rob stated someone
could a camper in anywhere and it could be considered a dwelling therefore no one
could shoot within 1500 feet of that. Joe stated he is also opposed. Sportsmen are
generally knowledgeable and a safe shooting distance is covered in hunter's
education courses. Joe stated a dwelling is classified as any structure that is meant
to be occupied. The regulation is loosely written and there is a lot of room for
loopholes. Joe suggests NDOW stick with managing wildlife and not making
regulations on safe shooting distances. Rob stated in regard to asking permission, it
doesn’t make sense to have kids go door to door and ask permission to hunt near a
person’s land. Jessie agreed that the proposed regulation poses a lot of problems.
Wes made a motion to suggest that NDOW stay out of the safe shooting distance
regulations and leave it to counties, commissioners, and sheriffs; Rob offered a
second. The vote was called for and passed; 4-0 unanimously.



Regulation 6: Draft Predation Management Plan: Rob stated he was reviewing the
budget for predator control and noticed the line item is $1,119,000; $691,500 being
paid out of the predator fee. Rob would like to see trapping/eradicating opened to
sportsmen rather than paying professional trappers. Rob would like to see saved
money put toward habitat restoration or go back to the sportsmen. Walt stated
during his tenure, he hired professionals for protected species only. Rob stated two
areas of focus were 011 and 013 due to mountain lion problems. Perhaps the
trapping could be controlled via a quota system and once the quota is filled, no more
trapping. Professionals are sent in with a target number, so the same could be done
for sportsmen. Once a lion is trapped, the catch must be called in within 24 hours;
coordinates could be given and the lion could be tagged and kept. Jessie stated he
would be interested in seeing a study on the effectiveness of a bounty system as
opposed to sending professionals in. Rob stated a lot of habitat restoration could be
performed with the money saved. Rob made a motion to recommend considering
opening the trapping of mountain lions to the public; once the quota is met the area
be closed. A government trapper could still be used for a problem lion. The money
saved to be used for habitat restoration. Walt would like to see a workshop to
analyze issues and the idea of allowing mountain lion trapping by sportsmen. Jessie
requested public input. Joe stated he is opposed to trapping because he runs
hounds. The notion of controlling mountain lions is a good thing; however there is a
Facebook page by Nevada Wildlife Alliance on Project 36. Project 36 was originally a
study of mountain lions that have been accidentally trapped by trappers. Joe has
researched on the NDOW website and is unable to find funding for Project 36. There
are pictures on the Facebook page and are graphic. The trouble with that is that if
NDOW is using public funds for this Project, why is it that the anti-hunting community
has more knowledge than the sportsmen. Joe asked if any of the Board members
aware of Project 36. Jason advised the Project was brought to the Commission in
2015 and was completely shut down and two years ago the Project was being done.
It is unknown who is doing it and who is funding it. Jason advised mountain lions
around the Reno, Carson, Gardnerville area are being caught, tranquilized, collared,
transported to Reno, examined (x-rays, etc.), brought back to the area and released
(if fit). Jason stated it started with a UNR PhD grad student. Joe stated he believes
the PhD student’s research was hijacked in effort to promote their predator anti-
hunting agenda. Joe is suspicious of the project with a possible inside influence that
is providing information to the anti-hunting community. Mountain lion traps are bigger
than the normal bobcat, coyote, fox traps. Joe is concerned for the safety of his dogs
and having to worry about mountain lion traps in the area. Joe stated if there is a
problem with a mountain lion, he would like to see a lottery system in place so
NDOW could contact someone from the public with hounds to catch the lion. Jason
stated it is written in the duties of a Game Warden that he has the authority to use a
local person and take care of problem predators. Joe stated the use of hounds is a
more selective tool than trapping. Project 36 is a very big concern, especially if they
are using public money and promoting that type of agenda. Jason stated that was
one of the biggest reasons it was shut down in 2015; sportsmen would not want to
use the money collected in the predator fees to do that type of a study. Dan Molte
stated he found money but there are no specifics on how it is funded. The motion



died due to lack of a second. Joe stated the original information on Project 36 was
from a houndsman in Elko who stated NDOW was tranquilizing the lions and bringing
them to Reno for evaluation before returning them to the area. Jason stated the
original research was to study the stress on the animal and there is added stress to
tranquilizing and transporting.

- Regulation 8: Duck Stamps: Rob stated the Commission is looking at what other
states are doing; some states do not have a state duck stamp. The issue should
have been resolved with the license simplification. Wes stated it is possibly for if
someone buys a license at the beginning of the season without a duck stamp then
changes their mind mid-season. Jessie stated the physical stamp is nearly non-
existent but if someone requests a physical stamp, they should get a physical stamp.
Walt stated the elimination of physical stamps is not beneficial for stamp collectors.
Rob stated it seems as if the Commission is requesting feedback on the process of
finding a sponsoring organization but still creating rules for them to abide by. Walt
stated if the Commission is giving the responsibility up, then the sponsoring
organization can manage the whole thing.

8. Public participation: It is anticipated that public participation will be held at this
time, though it may be returned to at any time during the agenda. Citizens
wishing to speak during public participation are asked to state their name for the
record and will be limited to 3 minutes. The Board will conduct public comment
after discussion of each agenda action item, but before the Board takes any
action.

- Jason and Joe would like more information on Project 36; updates and information
have been asked for but the response is ‘we have no information on Project 36’.
Jessie stated he would seek public outreach and would email any information.

9. Adjourn.
- The next Commission meeting is in Laughlin; there will be no teleconferencing.
- Meeting adjourned at 7:13 p.m.
- Next meeting scheduled for April 30, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. — Silver Springs Community
Center.

Approved: Date:
Chair




