

THE WHITE PINE COUNTY ADVISORY BOARD TO MANAGE WILDLIFE MET IN REGULAR SESSION ON 

JANUARY 22, 2019 AT 6:00 PM AT THE WHITE PINE COUNTY LIBRARY

Present:

Board Chairman
Ray Sawyer

Board Vice Chairman  Mitchell McVicars




Steve Marquez

Board Secretary           Christina Sawyer

Absent: 





Ramona Maestes 




Shane Boren

Visitors: 

Jon Almberg, Nevada Wildlife Commissioner

Adam Henroid, NDOW

Tom Donham, NDOW

Cody Meghini, NDOW

Scott Giles, NDOW

Bill Miller

Heath Korell, NDOW

Steve Stork, WPC Commission Liason
Walt Bunker, Trail Blazers Club VP

Terry McIntosh, Trail Blazers OHV Club President

Tyler Nall, NDOW

Clint Garrett, NDOW

Called to order: 

Meeting was called to order by Board Chairman Sawyer at 6:01

Pledge of Allegiance

Public Comment Period:   

None

Approval of Agenda: 

Board Chairman Sawyer called for a motion. 

A motion to approve the agenda for January 22, 2019 meeting was made by board member Marquez and seconded by board member McVicars. Motion passed with no opposition.

Approval of minutes: 

Board Chairman Sawyer called for a motion. 

A motion to approve minutes from the October 30, 2018 meeting was made by board member McVicars and seconded by board member Marquez Motion passed with no opposition. 

Payment of Bills: 

Request for reimbursement for Travel to Steve Marquez for the Wildlife Commission Meeting in Reno Nevada on November 1-3 for a total of $773.51 was presented. 

Request for reimbursement for secretarial duties to Christina Sawyer for meeting agenda and minutes for the October 30, 2018 meeting for $150.00 was presented. 

Board Chairman Sawyer called for a motion. 

A motion to approve bills as presented was made by board member McVicars and seconded by board member Marquez.  Motion passed with no opposition.

Correspondence:  

Board Vice Chairman McVicars received a verbal correspondence regarding the party tag for trapping. The hunters were complaining that only one member of the party was sent a survey, essentially that prohibited those who didn’t receive a survey from applying again due to the fact they didn't complete the survey.
In addition, he personally experienced an error on reporting, he was unable to mark 0 injured, while helping his son report, it wasn't an option to mark no injuries. 

Sawyer received an email request from Karen Boeger to include an action item on the agenda regarding the Silver State Trail. She provided support material and noted that in her absents Bill Miller would be available to discuss the matter in detail. 

Sawyer received an invitation to meet with NDOW to tour Sunnyside along with Commissioner Almberg. Board member Boren joined them. Sawyer reported the meeting and tour was very educational and appreciated everyone’s efforts in taking the time to come out and meet with them. 
Sawyer received an email from Jim Evan, Eureka CAB Chairman. He was seeking information regarding the WP CAB’s stand on the Silver State Trail. In a return email Sawyer explained that the WP CAB hadn’t discussed the matter yet. He told him it was on the agenda for the January 22, 2019 meeting.  
Reports: 

Korell, NDOW reported on the status of the Comins Lake project. He confirmed that due to the Federal Gov. shut down the Comins Lake project has stalled. A new completion date is estimated for Fall of 2019. 

Agenda items:

1. The Nevada Chapter of Backcountry Hunters & Anglers-BLM EA Silver State Trail (SST) 

Board discussed as follows: Board Chairman Sawyer invited comments from Bill Miller, in place of Karen Boeger. He noted much of the history of the trail. He cited regulations including the only way that a trail can be designated is if the land owner approves in writing. Concerns included noxious weeds, and Leks that will be disturbed with any increase in traffic.  Regulations also note that the trail must connect. He brought attention to the fact that the current plan does not connect to the Lincoln county trail. There is a 10-mile gap between the trails. He stated that The Silver State Trail can only be considered if the trail has no adverse effect on wildlife and land. He encouraged finding alternatives. He expressed gratitude to the board for the letters sent in to request an extension and while the extension was granted the Gov. shut down will cause additional delays and they may have to ask for an additional extension.  

He believes that at least two members of the Commission are not in favor of the trail and noted that the Wildlife Commission has concerns for wildlife and habitat that may be caused by the trail. He confirmed that the Wildlife Commission was opposed to the trail when it was presented previously. 
For the record, He is opposed to the designation of a trail, not the use of trails by OHV use. He will continue to encourage all advisory boards and the White Pine County commission oppose The Silver State Trail as presented and instead encourages an OHV trail that encourages the use of all trails in the area. 
He encouraged the board to take a stand and get involved at the early stages. 

Board Chairman asked for public comment: 

Public Comment: 

Dana Johnson, Cave Valley Ranch spoke regarding how the trail will affect Cave Valley Ranch. He expressed concerns that the White Pine County commission requested the BLM to resurrect the Silver State Trail that had been shut down 10 years previously. We know a lot more now regarding the effect the trail will have on Sage Grouse.  Provided the board with a map of Cave Valley Ranch indicating critical habitat designations. In addition, there is additional areas that are anticipated to be designated this spring. The only way to connect the trail is through 7 miles of the trail through this critical habitat. BLM has confirmed that the Silver State Trail will not be subject to seasonal closure which will leave the grounds vulnerable during critical breeding, Lek season. 

When this was first introduced Johnson served on PLUAC, he was enthusiastic about the creation of a public trail, but the concentrated OHV designation will do harm. Johnson recommended as a member of PLUAC to encourage the use of all trails.  While it is an existing trail it is not county maintained. Recalled two accidents that occurred along a narrow section of the trail. Priority habitat not just the sage grouse, but also Elk, deer, and antelope. Johnson believes that we are asking trouble. Currently in the middle of his BLM term permit for grazing, this permit is tied to the Leks and critical habitat, but they are not looking at this trail from a habitat point of view, but when they are looking at the permit they focus a lot of attention on these details.  An OHV management plan is needed before The Silver State Trail plan moves forward. 
Board Chairman Sawyer asked if Johnson is opposed to the other location option. He is not opposed as a rancher but is opposed as a hunter. He believes that a designated trail is not a relevant revenue option for the county and will only end up costing them more. 
Terry Macintosh, President of the Trail Blazer OHV club wanted it noted for the record they are not responsible for the resurgence of The Silver State Trail. The group does not have an official stand either for or against The Silver State Trail they are interested in preserving  the existing trails and in search of new trails. The members of the club are not thrill seakers and he finds it hard to believe any of them would be traveling any trail in excess of 50+ mph.  

Walt Bunker, Trail Blazer vice-chair noted they have encouraged members of the club to gather information and write letters to express concerns. They are currently researching all options are trying to get clear answers to share with their 62 members of the club. 
Jon Almberg, Wildlife Commission, noted he is in receipt of the documentation from Boeger. He reached out to NDOW.
Steve Stork, WPC Commissioner, wanted it noted for the record that the commission did not request The Silver State Trail be resurrected. They asked that it be revisited to see if any of the previous problems had been addressed and whether it would be a viable revenue source. They are seeking input from the public and advisory boards. The commission has plans to request an additional extension due to the gov. shut down. 
Chairman Sawyer brought the discussion back to the board. He noted that he hasn't seen any evidence that the Lincoln County portion of the tail is heavily used.  He attended the PLUAC meeting and will continue to seek information regarding the pro’s and con’s of the trail. He hopes that once the gov. shut down has ended BLM will be able to get answers to some of his questions. 

Sawyer asked Menghini, NDOW if they had any concerns, Menghini said yes, the division has concerns on the effects the trail will have on wildlife and habitat. They have an official letter of comment to submit awaiting the return of BLM. 
Nall, NDOW encouraged the board to get involved early in the process. 

Sawyer noted he can't recall anyone who is in support of the trail. Board concurred. Board concerned that with the designation there will be trail closures that follow.  

Board decided to forgo a motion but will address a letter to John Miller, BLM requesting that the board is kept in the loop regarding the progress of the Silver State Trail. 

2. Youth Mentorship program 

Board discussed as follows: board member Marquez noted the TAAHC committee meets tomorrow. No further comments. 

Public Comment: none

3. Commission agenda items: 

18. Draft Fiscal Year 2020 Predation Management Plan – Wildlife Staff Specialist Pat Jackson – For Possible Action

Board discussed as follows: McVicars asked NDOW representatives if there any project that concern White Pine County.NDOW noted that project #40 regarding fawn requirement is the only one

Public Comment: 

Board Chairman Sawyer entertained a motion

A motion to support Draft Fiscal Year 2020 Predation Management Plan as written was made by board member McVicars and seconded by board member Marquez. Motion passed with no opposition

19 Commission Regulations – For Possible Adoption – Public Comment Allowed 

A* Commission Regulation 19–05, 2019–2020 and 2020–2021 Big Game Seasons – Wildlife Staff Specialists Mike Cox, Cody Schroeder, and Cody McKee – For Possible Action

Board discussed as follows: Noted that the season recommendation form is not in the same order as the support material. For the record Board Chairman Sawyer is personally opposed to any season’s that extend beyond the January 1 date on principle because it is contradictory to the shed season restrictions. but won't vote against. 

Meghini, NDOW noted two groups of 250-300 + herds. Landowners have expressed some problems. He witnessed a 234+ heard coming across the border from the reservation just last week. Not convinced there are any issues. Depending on the year the rams are disappearing during the season. They would like to see an earlier start to catch them.

Marquez reminded the board about the rut hunt. Board agreed if it comes up again they will oppose. 

Public Comment: None

Board Chairman Sawyer asked the board if they had any issues with any of the recommendations. Board reviewed individually with brief comments. Sawyer asked NDOW representatives if they had any recommendation. Tyler Nall, NDOW reported the Eureka CAB was good with all the recommendations. 
Board Chairman entertained a motion

A motion to support Commission Regulation 19–05, 2019–2020 and 2020–2021 Big Game Seasons as written was made by board member McVicars and seconded by board member Marquez. Motion passed with no opposition

B* Commission Regulation 19 - 06, 2020 Heritage Tag Seasons and Quota – Data and Technology Services Division Administrator Chet Van Dellen – For Possible Action

Board discussed as follows:  board noted no changes 

Public Comment: 

Board Chairman Sawyer entertained a motion

A motion to support Commission Regulation 19 - 06, 2020 Heritage Tag Seasons and Quota was made by board member McVicars and seconded by board member Marquez. Motion passed with no opposition

C*Commission Regulation 19 - 07, 2019 Partnership in Wildlife Tags – Data and Technology Services Division Administrator Chet Van Dellen – For Possible Action 

Board discussed as follows: 

Public Comment: 

Board Chairman Sawyer entertained a motion

A motion to support Commission Regulation 19 - 07, 2019 Partnership in Wildlife Tags as written was made by board member McVicars and seconded by board member Marquez. Motion passed with no opposition

D* Commission Regulation 19 - 08, 2019 Silver State Tags – Data and Technology Services Division Administrator Chet Van Dellen – For Possible Action 

E* Commission Regulation 19 - 09, 2019 Dream Tag – Data and Technology Services Division Administrator Chet Van Dellen – For Possible Action 

F* Commission Regulation 19 - 10, 2019 Big Game Application Deadlines – Data and Technology Services Division Administrator Chet Van Dellen – For Possible Action 

G* Commission Regulation 19 - 11, 2019 Big Game Tag Application Eligibility and Tag Limits – Data and Technology Services Division Administrator Chet Van Dellen – For Possible Action 

H* Commission Regulation 19-12, 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 Restricted Nonresident Guided Mule Deer Seasons and Quotas- Wildlife Staff Specialist Cody Schroeder- For Possible Action 

Board discussed agenda items 19-D*, E*, F* G* and H together, noted no changes. 

Public Comment: None

Board Chairman Sawyer entertained a motion

A motion to support Commission Regulation 19 - 08, 2019 Silver State Tags, Commission Regulation 19 - 09, 2019 Dream Tag, Commission Regulation 19 - 09, 2019 Dream Tag, Commission Regulation 19 - 10, 2019 Big Game Application Deadlines, Commission Regulation 19 - 11, 2019 Big Game Tag Application Eligibility and Tag Limits, Commission Regulation 19-12, 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 Restricted Nonresident Guided Mule Deer Seasons and Quotas as written was made by board member Marquez and seconded by board member McVicars . Motion passed with no opposition

I* Commission Regulation 19–03, 2019 Black Bear Seasons – Wildlife Staff Specialist Pat Jackson – For Possible Action 

Board discussed as follows: no changes
Public Comment: None

Board Chairman Sawyer entertained a motion

A motion to support Commission Regulation 19–03, 2019 Black Bear Seasons as made by board member and seconded by board member. Motion passed with no opposition

J* Commission Regulation 19–04, 2019–2020 Mountain Lion Season and Harvest Limits – Wildlife Staff Specialist Pat Jackson – For Possible Action

Board discussed as follows: no changes 
Public Comment: none
Board Chairman Sawyer entertained a motion

A motion to support Commission Regulation 19–04, 2019–2020 Mountain Lion Season and Harvest Limits was made by board member McVicars and seconded by board member Marquez. Motion passed with no opposition

Almberg, Wildlife Commission, asked the board if they had any feedback regarding item 8. 

Board reviewed item 8- A* Commission General Regulation 482, Public and Sellable Lists, LCB File No. R192-18 – Data and Technology Services Division Administrator Chet Van Dellen – Workshop/Public Comment Allowed
Board discussed as follows- Sawyer noted he had head that some had missed the option to opt out and thought they had been removed and were shocked when they weren’t. He asked the board if they had any additional feedback. Board noted most were comments about missing being able to see who got tags. 

Almberg, reminded the board that that it was our choice to opt out. Most of the negative correspondence he received were guide services who use that information to market their business 

Public comment: Johnson recalled a conversation with a master guide that opposed and noted that if NDOW can utilize that information to contact hunters that they should be able to do that also.  
Next meeting date(s)

Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners will be in Reno, Nevada on January 25-26, 2018. 

Board discussed- Noted that in order for Marquez to attend the TAAHC meeting he would need to travel down earlier than usual since that meeting is scheduled for Wednesday. Board expressed appreciation to Marquez for his dedication to the Youth mentorship program and appreciated his willingness to travel. 

Board Chairman Sawyer entertained a motion. 

A motion to accept travel for Steve Marquez to the Commission meeting on January 23-26, 2019 to Reno, Nevada was made by board member McVicars seconded by board member Marquez Motion passes with no opposition.

Board discussed changing the day and location. They preferred holding the meeting at the county library over the Emergency Response building, because the library was not available on most of the Tuesday meeting dates it was decided to move the meetings to the Monday prior to the Wildlife Commission meetings.  Board Chairman Sawyer asked if this day worked for the NDOW staff that was present at the meeting, they nodded indicating it would work for them. Meghini, NDOW noted that it was probably better because it would allow them to attend other nearby CAB meetings that often conflicted with the White Pine meeting. 
Board Chairman Sawyer requested board secretary Sawyer call and confirm availability for the Library. 

Board Chairman Sawyer entertained a motion

A motion to accept the next meeting date of Monday, March 11, 2019  at 6pm at the WPC Library was made by board member Marquez and seconded by board member McVicars Motion passed with no objections. 

Public Comment Period: 

Board member McVicars asked Almberg to relay to the Wildlife commission the board appreciation for coming out to Ely and for the tour opportunity out at Sunnyside. 

Board Chairman Sawyer entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

A motion to adjourn the White Pine County Wildlife Advisory meeting held on January 22, 2019 at 7:46 pm was made by board member McVicars seconded by board member Marquez. Motion passed with no opposition. 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:46


