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MEMORANDUM NOVEMBER 01, 2019 

To: Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners, County Advisory Boards to Manage 

Wildlife, and Interested Publics 

From: Jon Sjöberg, Administrator, Fisheries Division 

Title: Commission General Regulation 487, Use of Live Bait Fish and Tackle 

Restrictions, LCB File No. R060-19 - For Possible Action 

Description: The Commission will hold a second workshop to consider and recommend 

amendments to Chapter 503 of the Nevada Administrative Code (NAC). These 

amendments are intended to update and simplify the use of bait and other fishing 

tackle in NDOW’s Western Region and Southern Region.   

Presenter: Fisheries Division Administrator Jon Sjöberg 

Agenda No: 

Summary: 

The Department is proposing amendments to NAC Chapter 503 to update and simplify 

regulations for the use of live bait fish and other tackle restrictions for NDOW’s Western and 

Southern regions.  Current language in NAC 503.502 through 503.510 is in places outdated, 

unnecessarily complex, repetitive or unclear.  Regulations for the use of live bait fish on the 

Colorado River system are inconsistent with regulations in place for the use of live bait fish in 

Arizona portions of those reciprocal waters.  Western Region current regulations allow the 

transfer of live bait fish species between individual river basins which significantly increases the 

potential for accidental movement of aquatic invasive species. The proposed regulation changes 

would allow the capture and use of live bait fish within individual river basins where the use of 

bait fish is currently allowed but would prohibit inter-basin transfers. Certain changes are 

proposed for the use of artificial lures with single barbless hooks on portions of the Truckee 

River consistent with regulations approved in CR 20-01 on September 20, 2019. The proposed 

changes to NAC 503 were considered by the Commission with input from the public at a 

previous workshop on September 20, 2019 and the draft proposed changes provided as 

attachment to this memo include suggested changes from that workshop. Proposed changes to 

each section of NAC 503 are described below in detail. 
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NAC 503.502 

 

Proposed language added as NAC 503.502 (1)(b) will clarify that commercially prepared and 

preserved baitfish or their parts may be used as bait in any water where bait is permitted.  This is 

unclear in current language.  Confusing language in Section (1)(e) is removed. 

 

NAC 503.504 

 

Proposed changes to NAC 503.504 will replace current Sections 2 through 9 with new Sections 2 

through 4.  Existing language for the use of live bait in specific waters of the Western Region is 

outdated, unnecessarily complex and does not reflect current fisheries management needs.  The 

proposed new language simplifies and clarifies for anglers the waters where live bait fish may be 

used, where live bait fish may be taken from and what other types of bait may be used.  Based on 

input received from the Commission and several CABs at the NBWC meeting on September 20, 

2019, proposed language in Sections 2 and 4 was modified to allow the take and use of live bait 

fish between waters within river basins with certain restrictions identified in Section 4. 

 

Current Section 10 of NAC 503.504 is renumbered as new Section 5.  Language in this section 

was modified and reorganized for clarity and to remove duplication, and new Section 5(b)(6), 

tackle restrictions for a portion of the Truckee River, has been moved from current Section 9 and 

modified to reflect consistency with changes in fishing regulations proposed in CR 20-01. 

 

Currently, only artificial lures with single barbless hooks may be used on the Truckee River from 

1,000 feet downstream of Derby Dam to the Pyramid Lake Paiute Reservation boundary from 

February 1 through May 31 each year, to reduce incidental mortality of spawning adult Lahontan 

cutthroat trout (LCT).  The fish passage barrier to LCT at Derby Dam is expected to be removed 

in 2020 which will allow movement of lake-run LCT above Derby Dam into other areas of the 

lower Truckee River.  This will allow access of those fish to more dispersed habitats and is 

expected to reduce the potential for the concentration of LCT below the Dam during the 

spawning period, and NDOW is proposing removal of the current zero harvest seasonal 

restriction on all trout below Derby Dam in CR 20-01.  The proposed Section 5(b)(6) requiring 

the use of artificial lures with single barbless hooks in the Truckee River, from E Mustang Road 

bridge (I-80 Exit 23) downstream to the Pyramid Lake Paiute Reservation boundary will provide 

adequate protection from injury or overharvest of lake-run LCT while allowing removal of the 

current seasonal harvest restriction and simplifying the regulations in this portion of the Truckee 

River for anglers. 

 

NAC 503.506 

 

Proposed changes to NAC 503.506 add language in NAC 503.506 (2)(a) to specify that 

commercially prepared and preserved baitfish or their parts may not be used in waters of the 

Eastern Region consistent with the proposed language in Section 1(b) to NAC 503.502. 

 

NAC 503.507 

 

Proposed changes to NAC 503.507 modify the list of live bait fish species allowable for use in 

Lake Mead, Lake Mohave and the Colorado River to clarify which species may be transported 

and sold by live bait dealers and which species may be taken only for personal use on the waters 

where used.  The red shiner, which is a highly invasive nonnative minnow, has been removed as 

an allowable bait fish species on waters of the Colorado River system, and other minor language 

changes have been proposed for clarification in Section 2(d). Proposed changes in allowable bait 



fish species and use will make Nevada regulations consistent with Arizona regulations on these 

reciprocal waters.  The proposed change to Section 4 allows the use of commercially prepared 

and preserved baitfish or their parts in waters where aquatic bait including other preserved fish 

parts (e.g. preserved salmon eggs) may be used, consistent with the proposed addition of Section 

1(b) to NAC 503.502. 

 

NAC 503.508 

 

Current language in NAC 503.508 duplicates proposed language in NAC 503.507 as presented 

for Commission adoption.  The Department recommends removal of NAC 503.508 as it is 

repetitive and not needed under the proposed changes to NAC Chapter 503. 

 

NAC 503.510 

 

Proposed changes in NAC 503.510 are intended to make language in this regulation consistent 

with language in NAC 503.502 through NAC 503.507, and to correct certain species names to 

reflect current nomenclature. 

 

Recommendation: 

 

The Department recommends Commission adoption of the proposed amendments to NAC 

Chapter 503 after consideration of public and Commission input. 
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