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STATE OF NEVADA 
DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE 

Game Division 
 6980 Sierra Center Parkway, Ste. 120 · Reno, Nevada 89511 

(775) 688-1500    Fax (775) 688-1987

MEMORANDUM APRIL 14, 2023

To:  Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners, County Advisory Boards to Manage 
Wildlife and Interested Publics 

From: Cody McKee, Staff Specialist, Game Division 

Title: Approval for Elk Damage Payment Exceeding $10,000 – For Possible 
Action 

Purpose: The Commission will review and approve an assessment of damage occurring on 
irrigated cropland on the Granite Peak Ranch in White Pine County. 

Summary 

Persistent use by elk was documented throughout 2022 on several irrigated alfalfa fields 
comprising the Granite Peak Ranch (GPR) in White Pine County. Despite efforts by the 
Department to haze, the implementation of special depredation hunts and adequate forage 
conditions occurring on nearby public land, an estimated 84 elk frequented the properties from 
April through November. Like 2021, significant monetary loss was incurred due to alfalfa 
consumption, trampling, and wallowing behavior. 

Brief Explanation of Proposed Damage Payment 

An assessment of elk damage totaling $28,346.00 was completed by Department personnel and 
submitted for reimbursement by Bruce Hubbard, agent for the property. Per NAC 504.421 
Section 1 (f), a loss on one site must be limited to $10,000.00, unless the Commission 
determines that a claimant may be paid more, and there is sufficient money to pay him or her. 
The Commission will need to review and approve the assessment of elk damage on the GPR to 
authorize the Department to process the reimbursement. 

As of January 2023, the balance in the Elk Damage Account was $2,154,657.43. The 
Department continues to evaluate options to mitigate damage caused by elk to GPR properties, 
as well as other locations throughout Nevada.    

Recommendation 

The Department recommends the Commission vote to approve the payment for elk damage on 
GPR as presented. 
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