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MEMORANDUM: SEPTEMBER 2, 2022 
To: Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners, County Advisory Boards to Manage Wildlife, and Interested Publics 

From: Wildlife Staff Specialist Cody McKee, Game Division 

Title: Commission General Regulation 508, Antler Points and Spike Elk Defined 

Description: The Commission will review and revise draft language amending Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) 

chapter 502 that would clarify definitions pertaining to “antler points” and “spike elk” for certain big game mammals 

and reduce the likelihood of inadvertent infractions. 

Brief Explanation of the Proposed Regulation: 

The revised definitions will provide clarity to any hunter with a valid tag for pursuing certain big game mammals. 

This regulation change provides the public and law enforcement clear language needed to determine antler points 

on certain big game mammals and assess qualifying antler points during spike elk only hunts. 

Recommendation: 

The Department recommends that the Commission review, amend if needed, and move towards adoption of the 

proposed regulation. 
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PROPOSED REGULATION OF THE 

BOARD OF WILDLIFE COMMISSIONERS 

LCB File No. R090-22 

July 11, 2022 

EXPLANATION – Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [omitted material] is material to be omitted. 

AUTHORITY: §§ 1 and 2, NRS 501.105 and 501.181. 

A REGULATION relating to wildlife; clarifying certain definitions relating to wildlife; revising 
certain definitions relating to spike elk; and providing other matters properly relating 
thereto. 

Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
Existing law requires the Board of Wildlife Commissioners to: (1) establish policies and 

adopt regulations necessary to preserve, protect, manage and restore wildlife and its habitat; and 
(2) adopt regulations necessary to carry out the provisions of title 45 of NRS governing wildlife, 
including, without limitation, the manner and means of taking wildlife. (NRS 501.105, 501.181) 

Existing law defines the term “antler point” to exclude the first antler point on the main 
beam, commonly known as the eye guard on mule deer. (NRS 501.3855) Section 1 of this 
regulation clarifies that the exclusion of the first antler point on the main beam is limited to mule 
deer. 

Existing regulations define the terms “spike elk” and “spike elk only” to mean antlered 
elk having not more than two antler points above the top of the ear on either antler. (NAC 
502.104, 502.1045) Sections 2 and 3 of this regulation revise these definitions to mean antlered 
elk having not more than three antler points on either antler. 

Section 1. Chapter 502 of NAC is hereby amended by adding thereto a new section to read 

as follows: 

For the purposes of NRS 501.3855 and NAC 502.006, the Department interprets the 

exclusion of the first antler point on the main beam, as described in the definition of “antler 

point” in NRS 501.3855, to be limited to mule deer. 

Sec. 2. NAC 502.104 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
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502.104 “Spike elk” means any antlered elk having not more than [two] three antler points 

[above the top of the ear] on either antler. 

Sec. 3. NAC 502.1045 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

502.1045 “Spike elk only” means, in a designation of elk that may be taken during an open 

season, only antlered elk having not more than [two] three antler points [above the top of the 

ear] on either antler. 
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