
Petition to end wildlife killing contests in Nevada
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Organized events in which participants 
compete for prizes for killing the most, the 
largest or the smallest animals within a 
specified time period.

What are wildlife killing contests?



Species 
targeted



(Known) recent 
wildlife killing 

contests in 
Nevada

15-20 per year



States that have 
banned wildlife killing 
contests

Ban on furbearer and small game killing 
contests

Ban on coyote killing contests

Pending legislation or regulation to ban 
killing contests

Updated February 2024

Arizona: 2019 (regulation)
California: 2014 (regulation)
Colorado: 2020 (regulation)
Massachusetts: 2019 (regulation) 
New Mexico: 2019 (legislation)
Vermont: 2018 (legislation)
Washington: 2020 (regulation)
Maryland: 2021 (legislation)
Oregon: 2023 (regulation)
New York: 2023 (legislation)



Proposed rule language

Add a new section to Chapter 503 of the Nevada Administrative Code (HUNTING, FISHING AND TRAPPING; 
MISCELLANEOUS PROTECTIVE MEASURES):

NAC 503.196. Wildlife Killing Contests.

1. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a person may not conduct or participate in a contest, competition, 
tournament, or derby that has the objective of taking unprotected mammals as defined in NAC 503.035, or fur-
bearing mammals as defined in NAC 503.025, for prizes or other inducement.

2. The remains of any unprotected mammal or fur-bearing mammal killed during the course of a contest or 
competition conducted in violation of this regulation shall be forfeited, and the remains of such wildlife shall 
become the property of the department.

3. This section does not affect competitive field trials for hunting dogs as authorized under NRS 503.200, or the 
taking of fur-bearing mammals causing damage to property as authorized by NRS 503.470.



The proposed rule:

• Will not affect the otherwise lawful, regulated hunting of coyotes 
or any other wildlife species 

• Will not impact laws related to the lethal control of carnivores to 
protect livestock, property, people or pets

• Will not prohibit big buck contests or fishing tournaments 

• Will not ban hunting field dog trials

Richard Seely





Contravenes the North American Model of Wildlife 
Conservation

TENET 1: Wildlife resources are conserved and held in trust for all citizens.

TENET 2: Commerce in dead wildlife is eliminated.

TENET 4: Wildlife may only be killed for a legitimate, non-frivolous purpose.

TENET 7: Scientific management is the proper means for wildlife conservation.

From the Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies: North American Model of Wildlife Conservation at  
https://www.fishwildlife.org/landing/north-american-model-wildlife-conservation



Tenet 4: 
Wildlife may only be killed for a legitimate, non-frivolous purpose.





Source: instagram.com/p/Czm5TKMpp0U/?hl=en&img_index=2 

https://www.instagram.com/p/Czm5TKMpp0U/?hl=en&img_index=2


High tech equipment
• Electronic calling devices
• Spotlights
• Night vision & thermal scopes





”

“Hunting contest for these species are not necessary to provide 
an adequate, flexible and coordinated statewide system of 
wildlife management, or to maintain adequate and proper 
populations of wildlife species, nor are hunting contests for 
these species necessary to protect, preserve, enhance and 
manage wildlife for the use, benefit, or enjoyment of the state 
or its visitors. 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife
Colorado Parks and Wildlife Commission Meeting
April 2020





Tenet 7: 
Scientific management is the proper means for wildlife conservation.



Carnivores are 
hated, 
feared 
and 
misunderstood

"A Wolf At The Door 2" by Elena Turtle



The HSUS

USDA data show all 
carnivores combined—
including dogs, coyotes, 
and wolves—are 
responsible for less 
than 0.5% of cattle and 
sheep losses.





”
“There has been a lot of social outcry against this, and you can kind of 

understand why. It’s difficult to stand up and defend a practice like 
this. It’s just not enough to say, ‘Science will tell us it doesn’t have a 
significant impact on the predator population.’

Jim Zieler
Then-Chair, Arizona Game & Fish Commission
2019



Robert Whitney

Carnivores are ecologically vital.

BOTTOM LINE:



Tenet 2: 
Commerce in dead wildlife is eliminated.



Tenet 1: 
Wildlife resources are conserved and held in 

trust for all citizens.





Traditionalist (Utilitarian or 
Domination) – “uses” and 
“manages” animals

Pluralist – embraces both 
domination and mutualism - by 
circumstance 

Mutualist – includes animals in 
one’s social community - they 
deserve rights like humans

Distanced – one who doesn’t 
relate to animals

Social scientists:
America’s Wildlife Values

Kellert (1984); Teel et al. (2004); George et al. (2016); Manfredo et al. (2018); Manfredo et al. (2021)
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Social scientists: 
Shift in wildlife values in Nevada

28

22% Traditionalist 44% Mutualist



Americans’ positive attitudes toward coyotes grew by

47%
between 1978 and 2014.





National Poll

Do you support or oppose wildlife killing contests?

Oppose Support Not sure

6%

80%

14%

January 2022



3.3%
of Nevadans were paid hunting license holders in 2023

Source: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: Historical Hunting License Data for 2023





“In the midst of all this change, we in the fish and wildlife profession must ask 
ourselves, “Are we still relevant to the people we serve?” If the answer to that 
question is “no” or “maybe,” then we may need to seriously evaluate what we are 
doing, how we are doing it and for whom we are doing it.”

- Ed Carter, Then-President, Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (2018-2019)



What do wildlife killing contests say 
about Nevada and Nevada’s hunters?

Killing for cash, prizes and bragging rights

Whoever can kill the most wins the game

Killing without consideration for the animal, the animal’s habitat, or 
the impacts on the ecosystem



Aldo Leopold's American Game Policy (1930)





”
“Killing contests are ethically upsetting for most members of 

society. Hunting should not be a competition as such behavior 
ultimately degrades the value of life and undermines respect 
for the animals being hunted.

Tony Wasley
Then-Director, Nevada Department of Wildlife
2021



Arizona Game and Fish Commission:
“To the extent these contests reflect on the 
overall hunting community, public outrage 
with these events has the potential to 
threaten hunting as a legitimate wildlife 
management function.”

Oregon Fish & Wildlife Commission Chair 
Mike Finley:
“Killing large numbers of predators as part of 
an organized contest or competition is 
inconsistent with sound, science-based
wildlife management and antithetical to the 
concepts of sportsmanship and fair chase.” 
They are “slaughter fests” and “stomach-
turning examples of wanton waste.” 

Colorado Deptartment of Natural Resources 
Exec. Dir. Dan Gibbs:
“Hunting is an important reverent tradition in 
Colorado and powerful management tool but I 
also think wildlife killing contests give 
sportsmen and sportswomen a bad name and 
damage our reputation.”

Washington State Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Director Kelly Susewind:
“[P]art of my job, and frankly part of my soul, is 
to promote hunting, to get our youth hunting, 
to really have this be a core piece of what our 
society supports. And frankly, that job is a lot 
harder if we’re condoning these types of 
contests.”



”
“Those of us who value hunting don’t need [animal protection 

groups] to give hunting a black eye. . . . We’re doing that all by 
ourselves, against ourselves, with the proliferation of self-
promoting videos on Youtube and selfies of people posing with 
dead animals on Facebook and other forms of social media. We’ve 
become our own worst enemy.

Jim Posewitz
Hunter, conservationist, and author of Beyond Fair Chase: The Ethic and Tradition of Hunting

Quote from the article, “A Death of Ethics: Is Hunting Destroying Itself?” 
by Todd Wilkinson in Mountain Journal, December 12, 2018. Photo: Roberto Nickson



3.3%
of Nevadans were paid hunting license holders in 2023

Source: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: Historical Hunting License Data for 2023



Questions?

Quintin Gellar
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