
Black Bear Season 
Recommendations

CR – 24-07



No Major Changes



Same Unit Groups And Seasons

Unit Group 2024 Season

Hunt units 192*, 194*, 195, 196
Sept 15 - Dec 1 (or until 
harvest limits are met)

Hunt units 201, 202, 204 and 206
Sept 15 - Dec 1 (or until 
harvest limits are met)

Hunt unit 291 and 203
Sept 15 - Dec 1 (or until 
harvest limits are met)



Same Hours

• Half hour before sunrise and half hour after 
sunset

• Must call 1-800 number prior to hunting
• Everyone must attend indoctrination course

– August 15 from 6-9pm
– August 17 from 1-4pm
– Both available on zoom
– Zoom recording for FCFS tags



2023 Black Bear Seasons
3-year Average Harvest Statistics

• 32% females in harvest 
• Mean female age, 9.0 years
• Mean male age, 4.8 years

Parameter Light Harvest Stable Heavy Harvest

% females in harvest < 30% 30-40% > 40%

Mean age of 
harvested females > 6 years 5-6 years < 5 years

Mean age of 
harvested males > 4 years 2-4 years < 2 years



What is a 
population?

A population is defined as a 
group of individuals of the same 
species living and interbreeding 
within a given area. Members of 
a population often rely on the 
same resources, are subject to 
similar environmental 
constraints, and depend on the 
availability of other members to 
persist over time.



Nevada and 
California Share a 
Bear Population







Highest Densities in California



Project 46 
Findings



Project 46 Expenditures

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 Total

Proposed $3 $40,000 $40,000 $25,000 $5,000 $5,000 $115,000

Proposed PR $120,000 $120,000 $75,000 $15,000 $15,000 $345,000

Spent $343,955 $205,383 $99,858 $0 $20,000 $669,196



Program MARK Estimate





Bear Harvest and 
Population Dynamics

In some jurisdictions, harvest comprised of 40% 
females…and harvest rates >20% appear to be 
sustainable.



Harvest Rates

California Harvest
32,000 bears / 1,200 harvest =3.75%

Nevada Harvest (camera model)
418 bears / 19 harvest = 4.5%

Nevada Harvest (MARK model)
467 bears / 19 harvest = 4.1%



Closing Thoughts

1. Population could withstand more harvest
2. No hunting in Tahoe Basin
3. Season closed December 1 instead of 

December 31



Questions?
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